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THE COMMITTEE to whom the ſeveral 
Papers referred to in His Majeſty's Meſſage 
of the 12th of May, 1794, and which 
were preſented (ſealed up) to the Houſe, by 
Mr. Secretary Dundas, upon the 12th and 
13th Days of the ſaid Month, by His Ma- 
jeſty's Command, were referred; and who 
were directed to examine the matters thereof, 
and report the ſame, as they ſhould appear 
to them to the Houſe ; have proceeded, in 
obedience to the Orders of the Houle, to the 
conſideration of the matters referred to them. 


HEY find, on the firſt ip ſpection, that the books and pa- 
pers which they ate directed to examine contain a full and 
authentic account of certain proceedings of two Societies, 
calling themſelves The Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 

tion, and "The London Correſponding Society, who appear to be 
cloſely connected with other Societies in many parts of Great Britain, 
and in Iteland; and the Committee alſo obſerve, from recent circum- 
ſtances, which have already come under their obſervation, that theſe 
proceedings appear to become every day more and more likely to at- 
te& the internal peace and ſecurity of theſe Kingdoms, and to require, 
in the moſt urgent manner, the immediate and vigilant attention of 
Patliament. 

The Committee have, therefore, thought it their indiſpenſible duty, 
in the firſt inſtance, to ſubmit ro the Houſe the general view which 
they have been enabled to form of theſe tranſactions, reſerving a more 
particular ſtatement for a ſubſequent report. 

In the book containing the proceedings of the Society for Conſti- 
tutional, which was found in the cuſtody of the perſon acting as Se- 
cretary to the Society, there are regular entries of what paſſed on 
each day of meeting, from the end of the year 1791 to the gth of 
May in the preſent year. | | | 

From theſe it appears, that during almoſt the whole of that period, 
and with hardly any conſiderable interval, except during part of the 
ſummer in 1792 and 1793, this ſociety has, by a ſeries ot reſolutions, 
publications, and correſpondence, been uniformly and ſyſtemarically . 
putſuing a fetted deſign, which appears to your Committee to tend 
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to the ſubverſion of the eſtabliſhed conſtitution, and which has of late 
been more openly avowed, and attempted to be carried into full 
execution. | | | 

The principles on which this defign is founded are ſtrongly and un- 
equivocally proved, from Reſolutions formed as early as the 18th of 
26> 4 1792, in which the Society applaud the intention of publiſhing 
a cheap edition of the firſt and ſecond parts of the Rights of Man ; 
and reſolve, *©* That a copy of Mr. Paine's letter [informing them 
&« of this intention] together with theſe reſolutions, be tranſmitted to 
* all the aſſociated Societies in town and country; and that this ſoci- 
ce ety do congratulate them on the firm as well as orderly ſpirit and 
* tranquil perſeverance manifeſted in all their proceedings, and exhort 
de them to a ſteady continuance thereia:” And alſo, ©* That 3000 
ce copies of the letter and reſolution ſhould be printed for the uſe of 
the ſociety.” This ſingle circumitance would, in the judgement 
of your Committee, leave little doubt of the real nature of the deſigns 
entertained by this ſociety. Their conduct in other reſpects has cor- 
reſponded with it. 

On the rith of May in the ſame year they vote an addrefs, in terms 
of approbation and applauſe, to the ſociety of Jacobins at Paris. 

They adopt a ſimilar meaſare, under circumſtances ſtill more ftrik- 
ing, by ſending, on the gth of November following, an Addreſs to 
the National Convention of France, full of panegyric on the French 
Revolution, and expreſling the ſtrongeſt wiſhes for its progreſs and ſuc- 
ceſs. This addreſs was actually preſented at the Bar of the Conven- 
tion by two perſons, of the name of Barlow and Froſt ; and the an- 
ſwer of the Preſident was read at the meeting of the ſociety on the 
ith of December 1792. | 

On the 14th of the ſame month a letter is received from perfons 
calling themſelves the Friends of Ziberty and Equality, at Laon, capi- 
tal of the department de L'Aiſne ; and referred by the fociety to their 
Committee of Correſpondence. 

On the 2 iſt of the ſame Month certain members are expreſsly ap- 

inted a Committee for Foreiga correſpondence. 

The proceedings of this Committee are ordered to be entered in a 
ſeparate book; and a letter received that day from the Friends of Li- 
berty and Equality at Macon is referred to that Committee. 

| On the 25th of January and on the iſt of February 1793, (at the 
eve of the commencement of the war, and after the repeated repre- 
ſentations which had been made on the part of the Britiſh Government, 
complaining. of the conduct of France) the Citizens Barrere and Ro- 
land (then leading members of the French Convention) are admitted aſſo- 
ciated. honorary members of the ſociety ; and tlie ſpeeches of Barrere 
and St. Andre (alfo an honorary member of the ſociety) as given in the 
Moniteur of the-4th, 6th, and 7th of January, are directed to be in- 
ſerted in the books of the ſociety. | 

Subſequent to the declaration of war, which interrupted this ſyſtem of 
direct correſpondence and concert with France, and down to the preſent 
time, the ſociety have continued, .on various occafions, to manifeſt 


their attachment to the cauſe of the French Revolution ; and 5 
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fected to follow, in their proceedings and in their language, the forms 


and even the phraſes which are adopted in that country. 33 

The next leading circumſtance which has engaged the attention of 
your committee, is the unremitting activity and diligence with which 
this ſociety have attempted to diſſeminate their principles, both b 
publications and teſolutions induſtriouſly and extenſively citculated, 
and by 2 to eſtabliſh a general correſpondence and concert, 
among the other ſeditious ſocieties in the metropolis, and in different 
parts of England and Scotland, as well as in Ireland. With many of 
theſe this ſociety appears itſelf to have carried on an immediate corre- 
ſpondence, particularly with thofe at Sheffield, Norwich, and Man- 
cheſter, who have, on all occaſions, taken the moſt forward and active 
part in theſe tranſactions. In their correſpondence with Norwich in 
particular, as early as the 12th of April, 1793, there is a paſſage which 
ſo clearly marks the real object which (whatever may have been their 
pretexts) they appear uniformly to have had in view, that your Commit · 
tee think it right here to inſert it. | | 


Extract of a letter from the Secretary to the Society for Conſti- 
** tutional Information, to the Secretary to the United Politica 
Societies at Norwich, dated 16th April, 1793. | 


« Where then are we to look for the remedy? To that Parliament 
* of which we complain? To the Executive Power, which is impli- 
*« citly obeyed if not anticipated in that Parliament? or to ourſelves, 
«« repreſented in ſome meeting of delegates for the eſpecial purpoſe of 
76 — 1 which we ſuppoſe you underſtand by the term CONVEN- 
1 TION. | 
* It is the end of each of theſe propoſitions that we ought to look 
« to; and as ſucceſs in a good cauſe muſt be the effect of perſeverance 
and the riſing reaſon of the time, let us determine with coolneſs, but 
* let us perſevere with deciſion. —As to a Convention, we regard it as 
%a plan the moſt defirable and moſt practicable, ſo ſoon as the 
« great body of the people ſhall be courageous and virtuous enough 
« to join us in the attempt. Hitherto we have no reaſon to believe 
*« that the moment is arrived for that purpoſe. —As to any petition to 
e the Crown, we believe it hopeleſs in its conſequences. With reſpect 
« to the laſt of the propoſals, we are at a loſs to adviſe. lf the event 
*« is looked to in the vote which may be obtained from that body to 
« whom this petition is to be addreſſed, which of us can look to it 
« without the proſpect of an abſolute negative? In this point of view 
ce therefore, it cannot require a moment's conſideration. But if we 
regard the policy of fuch a petition, it may, in our apprehenſion, be 
«« well worth conſidering as a warning voice to our preſent legiſlators, 
1 and as a ſignal for imitation to the majority of the people. Should 
*« ſuch a plan be vigorouſly and generally purſued, it would hold out 
«« a certainty to our fellow countrymen that we are not a handful of 
individuals unworthy of attention and conſideration, who deſire the 
** reſtoration af the ancient 11 of England; but, on the contrary, 
; 2 «6 1 
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it might bring into light that hoſt of well-meaning men, who, in 
*« the different towns and counties of this realm, are ſilently but feri- 
** ouſly anxious for Reformation in the Government. 
We exhort you with anxiety to purſue your laudable endeavours! 
© for the Common Good, and never to defpair of the Public Cauſe.” 
But of all the ſocieties with which they correſponded, the two of 
the greateſt importance are, The London Correſponding Society (which 
has , already referred to, and with whom during this whole period 
the correſpondence appears to have been continually kept up) and the 
aſſembly which called itſelf The Britiſh Convention at Edinburgh. 
The firſt of theſe it will be neceſſary for the Committee to advert to 
| particularly, The proceedings of the ſec nd are already ſufficiently 
wo | notorious. It is therefore only neceſſary here to add, that on the 
| meeting of the Conſtitutional Society, on the 2 5th of October laſt, after 
| their adjournment for the ſummer, a letter was read from the Secretary 
= | of the Convention of the Friends of the People at Edinburgh, to the 
© | Secretary of the Correſponding Society—in conſequence of which it 
was reſolved, that there ſhould be an Extraordinary General Meeting, 
to conlider of ſending Delegates to a Convention of Delegates of the 
different Societies in Great-Britain, to be held at Ediaburgh, for the 
| purpoſe of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform. | | | 
1 On the Monday following, the 28th of October, this meeting took 
| | place. 'Two Delegates were choſen, and the following infiroRions 


given them : 


«© The Delegates are inſtructed, on the part of this Society, to aſſiſt 
** in bringing forward and ſupporting any conſtitutional meaſures fot 
e procuring a real Repreſentation of the Commons of Great Britain in 
te Parliament, I hat in ſpecifying the redreſs to he demanded of exiſt- 
*«« ing abuſes, the Delegates ought never to loſe fight of the two eſſential 
| «« principles — General Suffrage and Annual Repreſentation, together 
WS with the unalienable Right in the People to Reform. And that a 
| «« reaſonable and known compenſation ought to be madeto the Pepre- 
*« fentatives of the Nation, hy a national contribution. 
* 'That the Delegates do punctually correſpond with the Society, for 
8 «« the purpoſe of communicating information, and of receiving ſuch 
47 «« further inſtructions as the exigency may require. | 
« And it was further reſolved, 75 , 

That the Society be defired to write to the different Societies with 
© which this Society is in correſpondence, informing them that the 
Y London Correſponding Society, together with this Society, have 
elected Nelegates to the Convention of Nelegates to meet at Edin- 
«« burgh on the 29th inſtant; and to requeſt their concurrence in this 

| important meaſure.” 1 f | » 20 
| | The Delegate _ according to his inſtructions, to have correſ- 
| ponded with the Secretary ot the Society; but no reſolutions are en- 
tered on the ſubject, till the 15th of January, ſubſequent to the ap- 
\ | er, and trial of ſeveral of the members of the Convention at 

[| dinburgh. On that day the Society paſſed the following reſolutions : 

ET | Reſolced, I hat law ceaſes to be an object of obedience whenever 
it becomes an inſtrument of oppreſſion, » Ralolved, 
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« Reſolved, That we call to mind, with the deepeſt ſatisfaction, 
*« the merited fate of the infamous Jeffries, once Lord Chief Juſtice of 
England, who, at the zra of the glorious Revolution, for the many 


« iniquitous ſentences which he had paſſed, was torn to pieces by a 


«« brave and injured people. 
% Reſolved, That thoſe who imitate his example deſerve his fate. 
% Reſolved, That the Tweed, tho' it may divide Countries, ought 
*« not and does not make a ſeparation between thoſe principles of 
common ſeverity in which Engliſhmen and Scotchmen are equally 
3 in Scotland is injuſtice in England; and 


«© intereſted ; that 1 
« that the ſafety of Engliſhmen is endangered whenever their brethren 


in Scotland, for a conduct which entitles them to the approbation of 


«« all wiſe, and the ſupport of all brave, men, are ſentenced to Botany 
«« Bay; a puniſhment hitherto inflicted only on felons. | 


«« Reſolved, That we ſee with regret, but we ſee without fear, that the 


period is faſt approaching when the liberties of Britons mult depend 
not upon reaſon, to which they have long appealed, nor on that 
* powers of expreſling it, but on their firm and undaunted reſolution 
to oppoſe tyranny by the ſame means by which it is exerciſed, 

„ Reſolved that we approve of the conduct of the Britiſh Conven- 
« tion, who though aſſailed by force have not been anſwered by Ar- 
„ guments; and who, unlike the Members of a certain aſſembly, have 
*« no intereſt diſtin from the common body of the people. 

% Reſolved, That a copy of the above reſolution be tranſmitted to 
«« Citizen Skirving, Secretary to the Britiſh Convention, who is now 
« impriſoned under colour of law in the Talbooth of Edinburgh.“ 

Subſequent to this period the books of the Society are full of repeated 
declarations of approbation and attachment, addreſſed to Muir, Palmer, 
Skirving, Margarot, and Gerald, the perſons recently convicted ot 
ſedition by the Court of Juſticiary in Scotland; and of the moſt vie» 
lent and inflammatory attacks on the proceedings of that Court. 

Your Committee have thus far traced ſeparately ſome of the leading 
proceedings of this Society, as appearing from the entries in their own 
books. Before they take notice of thoſe of a more recent date, and 
which are in the preſent moment of more immediate importance, it bo- 
comes neceſſary to give an account of the other Society, called Ihe 
London Correſponding Society, becauſe the meaſures which have been 
adopted during the laſt ſix weeks appear to have been the reſult of a 
more particular and intimate concert between the two Societies, 

It appears from the evidence before your Committee, that the Lon» 
don Correſponding Society meets occaſionally in a body, but that its 
ordinary meetings are in ſeparate diviſions in different parts of the 
town; that the number of theſe diviſions has been gradually increaſing; 


and that there are now about thirty of them eftabliſhed, Thar there is a 


Secretary to each diviſion, another to the whole body, and a General 
Committee, formed from one member of each diviſion, That when 
the Society originally met (which is ſtated to have been in 1792) 
it conſiſted of about two hundred Perſons, but that in about ſix months 
it had conſiderably increaſed, and it was agreed that it ſhould divide 
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itſelf into ten different diviitons ; that afterwards it was the plan, that 
when the numbers of any diviſion amouated to more than thirty, the 
ſhould divide themſelves again.—That this has not been ſtrialy . 
hered to; but neverthelzis, in ſome inftances, ſeveral ſeparate divifions 


have been formed out of one. One of theſe diviſions is ſaid now to 


conſiſt of fix hundred perſons, and the number of the others to be 
Yarious. | | 

It farther appears, that this Society has been in the habit of corre - 
ſponding with the Societies in the country, particularly at Sheffield, 
Manchetter, Briſtol, Coventry, Nottingham, Derby, Leiceſter, Nor- 
wich, Birmingham, Leeds, Newcalt!: upon Tyne, Royſton, Vork, 
Hereford, Edinburgh, and different. Societies in Scotland, 

This Society appears likewiſe, in the courſe of the year 1792, to 
have preſented an addreſs to the French Convention, of a nature fimi- 
lar to that from the Society for Conſtitutional Information, and to 
dars communicated it to this latter Society, in whoſe book it is en- 
tered. ' 

The Committee are not enabled to lay before the Houſe a connected 
ſtatement of the proceedings of the Correſponding Society, from the 
time of its inſtitution, as the Committee are not in poſſeſſion of any 
regular journal of them.—But they think it right here to inſert a 
prizted paper, which u as found in the cuſtody of the Secretary of the 
Society, and contains an addreſs ſtated to have been agreed upon at a 
General Meeting of this Society, on the 2oth January laſt, 


[The following is a copy of the ſaid printed Paper. 


« At a general meeting of the London Correſponding Society, 
« held at the Globe 'l avern, Strand, on Monday the zctk day 
« of January, 1794; Citizen John Martin in the Chair. The 
<« following Addreſs to the people of Great Britain and Ireland, 
« was read and agreed to. 10 


« CITIZENS. 
«« We find the nation involved in a war, by which, in the courſe of 
« ONE campaign, immenſe numbers of our countrymen have been 
de ſlaughtered ; a vaſt expence has been incurred, our trade, commerce 
« and ManufaQories, are almoſt deſtroyed, and many of our Manufac - 
« turers and artiſts are ruined, and their families ſtarving. 
« To add to our affliction, we have reaſon to expect, that other 
* taxes will ſoon be added to the intolerable load of impoſts and im- 
« poſitions, with which we are already overwhelmed ; for the purpoſe 
« of defraying the expences which have been incurted, in a fruitleſs 
« cruſade, to re-eſtabliſh the odious deſpotiſm of France. 
When we contemplate the principles of this war, we confeſs our- 
«« ſelves to be unable to approve of it, as a meaſure, either of juſtice or 
« diſcretion Hand if we are to form our calculation of the reſult; from 
*« what has already paſſed, we can only look forward to defeat and the 
*« eternal diſgrace of the Britiſh name, 
« While 


(T3 
„ While we are thus engaged in an expenſive and ruinous foreign 
*« war ; our ſtate at home is not leſs deplorable. 


We are every day told, by thoſe perſons who are intereſted in fup- 
te —— the Corruption Liſt, and an innumerable Hoſt of Sirecure 
| 


% Placemen, that the Conſtitution of England, is the perfection of 


human wiſdom; that our laws (we ſhoutid rather ſay, THEIR laws) 
are the perfection of juſtice; and that zheir adminiſtration of thoſe 


« laws is ſo impartial and ſo ready, as to afford an equal remedy, both 
* to the rich and to the poor; by means of which, we are ſaid to be 
« placed in a ſtate of abſolute freedom, and that our rights and libet- 
« ties are ſo well ſecured to us as to render all invaſion of them 
* jmpoſlible. 1 

When we aſk, how we enjoy theſe tranſcendent privileges; we 
are referred to MAGNA CHARTA, and the BILL of RIGHTS; 
*« and the glorious REVOLUTION, in the year 1683, is held our 
* to us, as the bulwark of Britiſh liberty, 


CITIZENS: 

© We have referred to Magna Charta, to the Bill of Rights, and to 
te the Revolution, and we certainly do find that our anceſtors did eſta- 
te bliſh wiſe and wholeſome laws: But we as certainly find, that of the 
*< venerable conſtitution of our anceſtors, hardly a veſtige remains. 

The only chapters ot the Great Charter, which are now in legal 
te exiſtence, are the 14th and 29th. 

« The important proviſion of the 14th chapter, runs thus: 
© A freeman ſhall not be amerced for a ſmall fault, but after the manner 
* of the fault; and for a great fault after the greatneſs thereof, ſavin 
te to him his contenement ; and a merchant likewiſe, ſaving to him his 
© merchandise; and any other's villain than ours ſhall be likewiſe 
«+ amerced, ſaviag to him his wainage; and no1e of the ſaid amercia- 
«© ments ſhall be aſſeſſed, but by the oath of honeſt and law ſul men of 
«« the vieinage.“ 

But by the uſurped power of the judges, in aſſeſſing fines (and what 
« Fines!) in the caſes of miſdemeanour; this glorious right of the 
s ſubjeR, - of having theſe fines aſſeſſed by the jury, (the only poſſible 
* 1 from ſlavery and the vile oppreſſion) is unjuſtly and in- 
% famouſly raviſhed from us. 

« The proviſion of the zꝗth chapter, runs thus: 
No freeman ſhall be taken or impriſoned, or be diſſeiſed of his fre- 
hold, or liberties, or free cuſtoms, or be outlawed, or exiled, or any 
*« otherwiſe deſtroyed; nor we will not paſs upon him, nor condemn him, 
but by the lawful judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land. 
« We will fell to no man, we will not deny, or defer to any man, 
*« either juſtice or right,” x 

The various methods now in conſtant practice by which the bene. 
* fits ot this proviſiorrare totally defeated and deſtroyed, might induce 
* us to ſuppoſe, that the GREAT CHARTER has been repealed; if 
* we did not affuredly know, that it is the fundamental baſis of our 
* conftitution ; which even the REAL repreſentatives of the 2 

„% mue 
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0 {much leſs the miſcrable nominees of HELSTONE and OLD $A. 
«© RUM} have not the right, nor (as we truſt it will be found by ex. 
« nerience} the POWER to repeal. Yet what do we find in practice? 
0 Ba dona and illegal INFORMATIONS EX OFFICIO, 
« that is, the arbitrary will of the king's Attorney General, uſurping 
« the office of the ACC USING Jury; and the intereſted oath of a vile 
« common informer, with the judgment of as vile a common trading 
« ar penſioned juſtice, ſubſtituted in the room of our birth-right, an 
« impartial trial by our country. | 

« Add to this, that the exorbitant expence of judicial proceedings, 
« the novel practice of arbitrarily and 4 annulling the verdicts 
« of juries, and the dilatory practice of the courts, moſt openly and 
« ſhamefully contradict the clauſe which forbids the denial, the delay 
« and the ſale of juſtice. 

A man accuſed of FE LON (for which by the common law ef Eng- 
* land, his life and goods are forfeited) may be bailed on finding two 
« ſuteties for forty pounds each; but upon a charge of MISDEMEA- 
% NOUR by words only, bail to the amount of ONE 'THOUSAND 


R POUNDS has been demanded, 


Upon conviction alſo, for ſuch miſdemeanour, enormous fines, long 
* and cruel impriſonments unknown to our ancient laws, and unſanc- 
« tioned by any new ſtatutes, have of late (and but of late) been too 
« frequently and too oppreſſively inflicted. And all this, although by 
« this bill of rights it is declared, that exceſſive bail ſhall not be de- 
« manded, nor cruel and unuſual puniſhments inflicted,” 

« If we look to IRELAND we find that acknowledged privilege of 
« the people, to meet for the ſupport and protection of their rights and 
« liberties, is attempted, by terror, to be taken away by a late infamous 
« aQ of parliament: Whilſt titles of honour ?—No, but of diſhonour— 
1 are layiſhed ; and new ſources of corruption opened, to gratify the 
« oreedy proſtitution of thoſe, who are the inſtruments of this oppreſſion. 

«In SCOTLAND, the wicked hand of power has been impudently 
« exerted, without even the wretched formality of an a& of Parliament. 
« Magiltrates have forcibly intruded into the peaceful and lawful mect- 
« ings of freemen ; and, by force, (not only without law, but againſt 
« Jaw) have under colour of magiſterial office, interrupted their delibe- 
« rations, and prevented their aſſociation. | 

« "The wiſdom and yen conduct of the Britiſh Convention at Edin- 
*« burgh, has been ſuch, as to defy their bittereſt enemies to name the 
« law which they have broken; notwithſtanding which their papers 
«« haye been ſeized, and made uſe of as evidence againſt them, and 
* many virtuous and meritorious individuals, have been, as cruelly as 
« unjuſtly for their virtuous actions, diſgraced and deſtroyed by infa- 
«*« mous and illegal ſentences of tranſportation. And theſe unjuſt and 
« wicked judgments have been executed with a rancour and malignity, 
te never before known in this land; our reſpeRable and beloved fellow- 
Citizens have been caſt fettered into dungeons amongſt felons in 
« the Hulks, to which they were not ſentenced, bs 


re CITIZENS, 


ta. 


« CITIZENS: . N SS 

« We all approve the ſentiments, and are daily repeating the words, 
for which theſe our reſpectable and valuable brethren are thus un- 
« juſtly and inhumanly ſuffering. We too, aſſociate in order to obtain 
« a fair, free, and full repreſentation of the people in a houſe of real 
national, repreſentatives. Are we alſo willing to be treated as felons, 
« for claiming this our inherent right, which we are determined never 
to forego but with our lives, and which none but thieves and traiv 
* tors can wiſh to withhold from us? Conſider, it is one and the ſame 
«« corrupt and corrupting influence which at this time dominecrs in Ire» 
land, Scotland, and England. Can you believe that thoſe who 
„ ſend virtuous Iriſhmen, and Scotchmen fettered with felons to Bo- 
<« tany-Bay, do not meditate and will not attempt to ſeize the firſt mo- 
„ ment to ſend us after them? Or if we have not juſt cauſe to 
« expect the ſame inhuman. treatment; if, inſtead of the moſt 
„ imminent danger, we were in perfect ſafety from it; - ſhould 
* we not diſdain to enjoy any liberty or | privilege whateyer, 
* in which our honeſt Iriſh and Scotch brethren. did not equally and as 
« fully participate with us? "Their cauſe then and ours is the ſame. 
And it is both ous duty and our intereſt to ſtand or fall together. 
*« The Iriſh Parliament and che S otch Judges, actuated by the ſame 
„ Engliſh influence, have brought us directly to the point. There is 
* no farther ſtep beyond that which they have taken. We are at iſſue. 
© We muſt now chuſe at Ace either liberty or ſlavery for ourſelvesand 
*« our poſterity. Will you wait till BARRACKS are erected in every 
village, and till /a&/zdized Helfians and Hanoverians arg upon us? 

* You may aſk perhaps, by. what means ſhall we ſeek redreſs ? 

* We anſwer, that men in a ſtate of civilized Society are bound. to 
«« ſeek. redreſs of the grievances from the laws; as long as any redreſs 
* can be obtained by the laws. But our common maſter whom we 
© ſerve (whoſe law is a law of liberty, and whoſe ſervice was perfect 
„ freedom) has taught us not to expect to gather grapes from 
* thorns, nor figs fiom thiſtles. We muſt have redreſs from our own 
< laws and not from the laws of our plunderers, enemies and op- 
„ preſſors. 

þ THERE IS NO REDRESS FOR A NATION CIRCUM- 
„ STANCED AS WE ARE, BUT IN A FAIR, FREE, AND 
« FULL KEPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE. 


* 


* RESOLVED, that during the enſuing ſeſſion of Parliament, the 
General Committee of this Society do meet daily, for the purpoſe 
of watching the proceedings of the Parliament and of the admini- 
„ ſtration of the government of this country. And that upon the 
** firſt introduction of any bill, or motion inimical to the liberties of 
* the people, ſuch as, for LANDING FOREIGN TROOPS IN 
* GREAT-BRITAIN or IRELAND, for ſuſpending the HABEAS 
*« CORPUS ACT, for proclaiming MARTIAL LAW OR FOR 
«© PREVENTING THE PEOPLE Fxom MEETING IN $O- 
#* CLIETIES for — CE INFORMATION, or an 
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«© OTHER INNOVATION of a fimilar nature, that, on any of 
% theſe emergencies, the General committee ſhall iſſue ſummonſes to 
the Delegates of each diviſion, and alfo to the Secretaries of the 
different Societies affiliated and correſponding with this Society, 
« forthwith to call a GENERAL CONVENTION of the PEOPLE, 
to be held at ſuch place and in ſuch manner as ſhall be ſpecifyed in 
the ſummons for the purpoſe of taking fuch meaſures into their 
* conſideration. 
% Reſolved that the preceding addreſs and reſolution be figned by 
* the Chairman, and printed — publiſhed. 
« ]. MARTIN, Chairman. 
% J. HARDY, Secretary.” 


«© CoMMITTEE Room, January 23, 1794. 
% RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 
That a hundred thouſand copies of the addreſs to the people of 
«« Great-Britain and Ireland, voted at the General Meeting, be printed 
* and diſtributed by the Society. 


% Refokved Unanimouſly, That the following toaſts, drank at the 
1 — dinner of the Society, be printed at the end of the ad- 
% dreſs, 


„IJ. THE RIGHTS OF MAN; and may Britons never want 
1 ſpirit to aſſert them. | 

« I. The Britiſb Convention, lately held at Edinburgh; and ſucceſs 
to the important object it had in view. 

« III. Citizen William Skirvin charged by the ſentence of the 
Court of Jufticiary, with the howeny of being the cauſe of calling that 
Convention. 

« IV. The London Correſponding Society, and other patriotic Socie- 
« ties of Great-Britain and Treland. 

« V, Citizen Maurice Margari, the condemned delegate of this 
Society; and may his an and patriotic conduct be rewarded by the 
« attachment of the people. 

Citizen Gerald then aroſe, and in a ſtream of inſpiring eloquence, 
* pronounced the juſt eulogium of this truly valuable Citizen, ſo em- 
«« phatically called by Citizen Aitchinſon (one of the witneſſes on his 
*« trial) the SECOND SIDNEY. He concluded with wiſhing we 
© might rather die the Ja of Britiſb Freemen, than live the fi of ſaver. 

« VI, Citizen Joſeph Gerrald, the other Delegate of this Society, 
% now under profecution ; and may his concluding ſentiment be en- 
«« praved upon every Britiſh heart. 

« VII. The tranſactions at Toenlan. May Britons remember them 
«« as they ought, and profit by dear bought experience. 

6% VIII. Citizen Hamilton Roan, — the other tue patriots of Jre- 
*«« land; and may the authors of the Conwention-bill find that they have 
** committed a bull. by 

cc 8 


IX, 


„ 
IX. Citizens Muir and Palmer May their ſentence be ſpeedily 
«« reverſed, and Botany-Bay be peopled with a colony of real criminals. 

RX. Succeſs to the arms of Freedom againſt whomſoever directed; 
„ and confufion to Deſpors with whomſoever allied. bo 

« XI. All that is good in every conſtitution; and may we never be 
«« ſuperſtitious enough to reverence inany that which is good for nothing. 

XII. Citizen I homas Paine May his virtue riſe ſuperior to ca- 
„ lumny and ſuſpicion, and his name till be dear to Britons. 

XIII. Lord Loughborough, the Earl of Moira, Sir Gilbert Elliot, and 
the other apoſtates from liberty; and may they enjoy the profits of 
their apoſtacy / long as they live. 

p XIV. A ſpeedy and honourable geace with the brave Republic of 
7 France, 

« XV. The farving manufacturers and neglefed peaſantry of Great 
“ Britain and Ireland. 

« XVI. Citizen John Freft; and a ſpeedy reſtoration of that health 
«« which he loſt in the dungeons of Newgate. | 

«« XVII. The wirtucus and ſpirited Citizens, now in confinement for 
matters of pi ; and may we ſhew them by our conduct that they 
are not forgotten.“ 

On this paper it appears unneceſſary to offer any comment, or to do 


mote than call the attention of the houſe to the concluding reſolution. 


On the 27th of March the ſociety ſent a letter to the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information, to which the committee alſo feel it right to 
call the attention of the houſe, as it led to the particular concert, 
already taken notice of, between the two ſocieties, and to the recent 
meaſures founded thereupon, which now remain to be taken notice of, 

This letter, and the reſolutions of the two ſocieties in conſequence, 
are ſtated in a printed paper, which was likewiſe found in the cuſtody 
of the Secretary of the ſociety, a copy of which is here ſubjoined. 
They are alſo entered in the book of the Society tor Conſtitutional 
Information, 


« March 27, 1794. 
« To the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional Information. 


C1T1zEN, 
I am directed by the London Correſponding Society to tranſmit 

«« the following reſolutions to the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
* tion, and to requeſt the ſentiments of that Society reſpecting the 
«« 1mportant meaſures which the preſent junctute of affairs ſeems to 
require. The London Correſponding Society canceives that the 
«© moment is arrived when a full and explicit declaration is neceſſary 
«« from all the fr ends of freedom. Whether the late illegal and unheard 
of proſecutions and ſentences ſhall determine us to abandon our 
*« cauſe, or ſhall excite us to purſue a radical reform with an ardor 
«« proportioned to the magnitude of the object, and with a zeal as diſ- 
*« tinguiſhed on our parts as the treachery of others in the ſame gloti- 
„ ous cauſe notorious, The — for Conſtitutional Information 
2 ks 
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zit js therefore required to determine whether or no they will be ready, 
*« when called upon, to act in conjuction with this and other Societies 
* to obtain a fair repreſentation of the people. Whether they concur 
with us in ſeeing the neceſſity of a ſpeedy Convention, for the pur- 
*« poſe of obtaining, in a conſtitutional and legal method, a redrefs of 
*« thoſe grievances under which we at preſent labour, and which can 
only be effectually removed by a full and fai: repreſentation of the 
« people of Great Britain. Ihe London Correſponding Society caft- 
* not but remind their friends, that the preſent crifis demands all the 
* prudence, unanimity, and vigour that ever was or can be exerted by 
«© Men or Britons; nor do they doubt but that manly firmneſs and 


«© conſiſtency will finally, and they believe ſhortly, terminate in the 


50 full accompliſhment of all their wiſhes. 


J am, fellow citizen (in my humble meaſure) 
« A friend to the Rights of Man, 
« T. HARDY, Secretary,” 


«© Reſolved unanimouſly, 

« J. That dear as juſtice and liberty are to Britons, yet the value 
« of them is comparatively ſmall without a dependence on their per- 
*© manency ; and there can be no ſecurity for the continuance of any 
right but in equal laws. | 

„II. That equal laws can never be expected but by a full and fair 
* repreſentation of the people. To obtain which, in the way pointed 
out by the Conſtitution, has been and is the ſole object of this Socie- 
* ty. For this we are ready to hazard every thing, and never, but 
* with our lives, will we relinquiſh an object which involves the happi- 
** neſs, or even the political exiſtence, of ourſelves and poſterity. 

III. That it is the decided opinion of this Society, that to ſecure 
«« ourſelves from future illegal and ſcandalous proſecutions, to prevent 
%a Repetition of wicked and unjuſt Sentences, and to recal thoſe 
« wiſe and wholeſome Laws that have been wreſted from us, and of 
% which ſcarcely a Veſtige remains, there ought to be immediately a 
Convention of the People, by Delegates deputed for that Furpdbſe 
* from the different Societies of the Friends of Freedom afſembled 
in the various Parts of this Nation. And we pledge ourſelves 
to the Public to purſue every legal Method ſpeedily to accompliſh 
*« ſo deſirable a Purpoſe. 

* It was reſolved by the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
That their Secretary ſhould aſſure the London Correſponding Soci- 
*« ety, that they keartily approved of their intentions, and would co- 
operate with them in obtaining an object f ſo much importance to 
the peace and happineſs of ſociety. And that he alſo requeſt the 
London Cofreſponding Society to ſend a delegation of its members 
to confer upon the ſubject, with an equal number of the Society 
*« for Conſtitutional Information.” | 

A meeting of the Delegates from the two ſocicties being held, 
they came to the following reſolutions, | 


er Reſolved, 


( 33 
© Reſolved, | 


« Firſt, That it appears to this Committee very deſirable, that 4 
Convention or General Meeting of the friends of liberty ſhould he 
« called, for the purpoſe of taking into conſideration the proper methods 
t of obtaining a full and fair repreſentation of the people. 

« Second, I hat it be recommended to the Society tor Conſtitutions! 
© Information, and London Correſpording Society, to inſtitute a ge. 
« oular and prefling correſpondence with all thoſe parts of the count»; 
« where ſuch meaſures may be likely to be promoted, not only to h 

gate the ſocieties already formed, but to endeavour alſo to prod ©. 
ye fach other aſſociatious as may further the general object. 

„ Ahird, That it appears to this committee, that the general olj- ©; 
te would be promoted if a ſtanding committee of co-operation betwe 2 
the two ſocieties were eſtabl.ſied, for the puxpole of holding perſonal 
communication with ſuch members of ſimilar ſocieties in other parts 
* of the country, as may occaſionally be in London, and who may be 
authorized by their reſpc ive ſocieties to act with ſuch Committee,” 

„The above reſolutions being reported to the Society for Contitu- 
*f tional Information, it was by them reſolved, that the ſame ſhould be 
«* entered on their bo- ks as part of the proceedings of the ſociety ; and 
the Committee of Correſpondence was appointe d, to co-operate with 
* the Committee of the London Corteſpunding Society, in conformity 
with the third reſolution.” 

It further appears, from correſpondence of a recent date between dif- 
ferent Societies in the country and the Secretary of the Correſponding 
Society, that ſome time in the courſe of a few weeks paſt, circular let- 
ters had actually been ſent to different parts of the kingdom, on the 
ſu ject of aſſembling a Convention, and a printed paper to this eſte 
has been found in the cuſtody of the Sete taty to the Society; which 
is here inſerted, and which your committee have good reaſon to believe 
is a copy of the circular letter referred to. 


[ The following is a copy of the ſaid prinred paper, | 
„ CITIZENS! 


© The critical roment 1s arrived, ard Pritons muſt either aſſert with 

© zeal and firmneſs their claims to liberty, or yield without refiſtance to 
* the chains that miniſterial uſurpation is forging for them, Will you 
* co-operate with us fn the only peaceable mcature that now preſents 
«« jtſelt with any proſpect of ſucceſs? We need not intimate to you that, 
** notwithſtanding the unparalled audacity of a corrupt and overbearing 
faction, which at preſent tramples on the rights and liberties of the 
*« people, our meetings cannot in England be interrupted without the 
previous adoption cf a Convention Kill : a meaſure it is our duty to 
© anticipate, that the ties of union may be more firmly drawn, and the 
*« ſentiments and views of the different Societies throughout the nation 
*« be compared, while it is yet in our power, ſo as to guide and direct 
** the future operations of the {riends of freedom. Rouſe then to one 
cxextion 
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* exertion more; and let us ſhew our conciouſneſs of this important 


«© truth If we are to be beaten down with threats, proſecutions, and 
« illegal ſentences, we are unworthy—we are incapable of liberty.“ 
«« We muſt, however, be expeditious. Heſſians and Auſtrians are al- 
ready among us; and, if we tamely ſubmit, a cloud of theſe armed 
«« barbarians may ſhortly be poured in upon us. Let us form, then, 
«© another Britiſh Convention. We have a central ſituation in our view, 
« which we believe would he moſt convenient for the whole ifland ; but 
«« which we forbear to mention, (entreating your confidence in this 
«« particular) till we have the anſwer of the ſocieties with which we are 
in correſpondence, Let us have your anſwer, then, by the 2oth at 
« fartheſt, earlier if poſſible, whether you approve of the meaſure, and 
how many delegates you can ſend, with the number alſo, it poſſible, 
*« of your Societies. 
« We remain yours, in Civic affection, 


« THE LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY. 
« T, HARDY, Secretary. 


«« For the management of this buſineſs we have appointed a Secret 
„Committee; you will judge how far it is neceſſary for you to do the 
% ſame. | 

Subſequent to the proceedings now ſtated, there was another general 
meeting of the Correſponding Society, held at Chalk Farm; the pro- 
ceedings of which are ſtated in a printed paper likewiſe found on the 


Secretary of the Society, and which your committee find has been cir- 
culated by order of the Society. 


I his paper is here inſerted (as follows): 


« At a GENERAL MEETING of the London Correſpondin 
„ Society, held on the Green at Chalk Farm, on Monday the 1 
of April, 1794, J. LOVETT in the Chair, The following 
Letters were read. 
TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SOCIETY OF THE FRIENDS 
OF THE PEOPLE. 


« SIR, 


* At a eriſis ſo important as the preſent, there needs no apology on 
e the part of the London Correſponding Society, for addreſſing it ſelf 
*« to all other aſſociated Societies, who have in view the ſame object 
as themſelves. 


* To the Society of the Friends of the People, Arguments are not 


% wanting to ſhew the importance and abſolute neceſiity of a full and 


« fair repreſentation of the people of Great Britain. They have inveſ- 
*«« tigated the ſubje& for themſelves ; they have expoſed to the world a 
e ſeries of plain and indiſputable facts, which muſt excite in the mind 
of every man well diſpoſed to his country, apprehenſions of alarm for 


*« the ſecurity of the few remaining veſtiges of liberty, from which, 
c ag Britons we derive conſolation. | 


« Deeply 


( 1388 -1 

«« Deeply im preſſed with conſiderations of this nature, the London 
«« Correſponding Society earneſtly ſolicits, at this time, the concurrence 
«« and aſſiſtance of the Society of the Friends of the People, in aſſembling, 
as ſpeedily as the nature of the buſineſs will admit, a Convention of 
** the Friends of Freedom, for the purpoſe of obtaining in a legal and 
„ conſtitutional method, a full and effectual repreſentation, 

Our requeſt is not made from the impreſſions of the moment, but 
«« after the matureſt deliberations an the value and importance of the 
object for which we are contending, and of the difficulties we ma 
« expect from thoſe whoſe preſent intereſts render them hoſtile to the 
„ welfare of their country. 

The oppoſition of ſuch perſons is no fmall argument for the good- 
«« neſs of our cauſe; and their late conduct when compared with their 
former profeſſions, exhibits a depravity unparalleled, we truſt, on the 
«« page of hiſtory. 

% [Under the auſpices of apoſtate reformers, we have lately beheld 


« ſerious and alarming eneroach ments on the liberties of the people. 


We have ſeen with indignation and horror men /egally and peaceably 
« aſſembled, diſperfed by unconſtitutional powers, and their papers 
« ſeized. 

% We have ſeen ſome of our moſt virtuous brethren, whoſe only 
« crime has been an imitation of Mr. Pitt, and his aſſociates, ſen- 
« tenced to fourteen years tranſportation, without the ſanRion of law 
« or even of precedent, of which number, one was held up in the Bri- 
*« tiſh Parliament as canvicted and cordemned, before he was even put 
upon his trial. | 

The inſidious attempts alfo to introduce Foreign troops into this 
** country, without the conſent of Parliament, and the intended bill to 
„ embody Foreigners into his Majeſty's ſervice, are meaſures ſuffici- 
*« ently calculated to awaken our fears for the exiſtence even of the 
name of Liberty. Nor can we overlook that part of the preſent 
« ſyſtem of corruption, which maintains out of the public plunder, a 
e train of ſpies, more dangerous to ſociety than ſo many aſſaſſins, 
«© whoſe avowed buſineſs is to deſtroy the friends of the country, one 
« by one. | 

«Theſe are grievances which demand immediate redreſs, and when 
added to thoſe evils which are neceſſarily connected with every partial 
<< repreſentation of the people, call for the ſtrenuous exertions of every 
« Jover of his country. | 

« But we are told that the preſent is not the time for reform, and 
that innovation may introduce diſturbance. Are thoſe perſons to 
«« judge of the proper time to make a reform, who exiſt only by cor- 
<« ruption? Are the people of Britain to endure every thing without 
e repining, without ardently ſeeking a radical reform, becauſe diſtur- 
« bances may happen? Have the enemies to reform told us whence 
*« theſe diſturbances are to originate ?— Has a ſingle overt act been com- 
% mitted by the friends to freedom? Have not al the riots, all the pub- 
lie diſturbances, all the ſeditious aſſemblies been excited by the ene- 
«« mies to reform? And do they mean to tell us that they will fill find 

« gther 


(EF 
F other inſtruments for their wicked deſigns: that they have yet thoſe 
be who will act over again the o:trages that have been perpetrated in 
& ſore parts of Britain, and atternpred in others ? 

If ſuch is the determination of thoſe Perſons bile to a fair 

te repreſentation, let them last to the conſequences, but let tnem recollect 
& that it has happened, and may happen again, that thoſe who kindſed 
ce the flames have periſhed by them. 
The friends to reform are friends to peace, their principles can be 
promoted only by peaceable means, they know of no other method 
of obtaining the object they deſire. But they will not be alarmed by 
* tie threats of venal apytates, they will not draw back becauſe they 
& have ſeen ſome of their belt friends doomed to exile, They will 
*f purſue the courſe in which they have began, and turn neither to 
*© the right nor to the left. 

* Convinced as the London Correſponding Society is, that as there 
' no Power which engt, fo there is no Power which can finally with- 
« ftand the juſt and ſteady demands of a People reſolved to be Free 
they will therefore look with confidence to the determination, and 
they hope to the co-operation of the ** Society of the Friends of the People, 
jn the attainment of an object which involves the deareſt intereſts 
of ſociety. | | 

“ Convinced alſo that their intentions are of the pureſt kind, they 
* will never ſtoop to anſwer the calumnies of their enemies; but will 
© at all times, and in all circumſtances, endeavour, by firmneſs and 
F perſeverance, to deſerve the countenance end approbation of the 
© beſt friends of their country, the friends of a fair Repreſentation of the 
* Perple of Great Britain, A 

© I am, Sir, 


For the London Correſponding Society, 
* April 4, 1794. | THOMAS HARDY, Sec.“ 


« COMMITTEE ROOMS, 


FarTu-STREET, April 11, 1794. 
& Six, 

« YOUR Letter of the 4th inftant, addreſſed to Mr. SyERIDA N, 
* Chairman of the FRIENDS OF THE PEOPLE, was laid before 
* that SOCIETY at their Meeting on Saturday latt ; and they inſtrue- 
© ted their Committee to thank the LONDON CORRESPOND- 
©ING SOCIETY for thei communication, and to expreſs the alarm 
te they feel in common with every Friend of Liberty, at the late extra- 
* ordinary proceedings of Government, ſo ably detailed, and ſo juſtly 
ce reprobated by your Society. .'I hey affure you that all the friends of 
© reform may * look with confidence to the determination and co- 
© operation” of this Society in every peaceable and conſtitutional 
% meaſure, which ſhall appear to them calculated to promote the ob- 
«« ze&t of their inſtitution; but they do not think that which is re- 
© commended ia your letter, is likely to ſetve its profeſſed purpoſe. 
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„They fear it will furniſh the enemies of reform with the means of 
e calumniating its advocates, and ſo far from forwarding the cauſe, 
« will deter many from countenancing that which they approve. For 
« theſe reaſons, the Friends of the People muſt decline to ſend dele- 
« oates to the Convention propoſed by the London Correſponding So- 
« ciety :—At the ſame time, they renew their aſſurances of good will, 
« and deſire of preſerving a proper underſtanding and cordiality amon 
« all the Friends of Parliamentary Reform, notwithſtanding any dite 
e ference of opinion that may occur as to the beſt method of accom- 
«« pliſhing it. | 

In name, and by order of the committee, 


(Signed) W. BRETON, Chairman.“ 


6. To &e. 


& The following RESOLUTIONS were then paſſed unanimouſly : 
1 Reſolyed unanimouſly. 


J. That this Society have beheld with riſing indignation, propor- 
t tjoned to the enormity of the evil, the late rapid advances of deſ- 
* potiſm in Britain; the invaſion of public ſecurity ; the contempt of 
« popular opinion; and the violation of all thoſe proviſion of the 
e conſtitution intended to protect the people againſt the encroachments 
*© of power and prerogative. | 

II. That our abhorrence and deteſtation have been particularly 
« called forth by the late arbitrary and flagitious proceedings of the 
« Court of Juſticiary in Scotland, where all the doctrines and practices 
« of the Star Chamber, in the times of Charles the Firſt, have been 
* revived and aggravated; and where ſentences have been pronounced 
e in open violation of all law and juſtice, which muſt ftrike deep into 
the heart of every man, the melancholy conviction that BzrToxs 
% ARE NO LONGER FREE, | 

« TIT. That the whole proceedings of the late Britiſh Convention 
of the people, at Edinburgh, are ſuch as claim our approbation and 
« applauſe. f 

«IV. That the conduct of Citizens MarGaroT and GERALD in 
«« particular, by its ſtrict conformity with our wiſhes and inſtructions, 
and the ability, firmneſs, and diſintereſted patriotiſm which it ſo 
« eminently diſplayed, has inſpired an enthuſiaſm of zeal and attach- 
e ment which no time can obliterate, and no perſecution remove, and 
that we will preſerve their names engraven on our hearts till we have 
an opportunity to redreſs their wrongs. 

„V. That any attempt to violate thoſe yet remaining laws, which 
*« were intended for the ſecurity of Engliſhmen againſt the tyranny ot 
*« courts and miniſters, and the corruption of dependant Judges, by 
«« veſting in ſuch judges a legiſlative or arbitrary power (ſuch as has 
lately been tied by the Court of Juſticiary in Scotland) ought to 
be conſidered as diſſolving entirely the ſocial compact between the 


- © Engliſh nation and their governors, and driving them to an imme- 


* diate appeal to that incontrovertible maxim of eternal juſtice, chat 
£5 the 
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« the ſafety of the people is the Sur RR, and in caſes of neceſſity, the 


* OXLY laau. 

« VI. That the arming and diſciplining in this country, either with 
* or without the conſent of parliament, any bands of emigrants and 
& foreigners, driven from their own country for their known attachment to 
% a! INFAMOUS DESPOTISM, is an outrageous attempt to overawe 
te and intimidate the free ſpirit of Britons ; to ſubjugate them to an 
« army of nercenary cut-throats, whoſe wiews and intereſt muſt of ne- 
« ceflity be in direct oppoſition to thoſe of the nation, and that 20 pre- 
e tence whatever OUGHT to induce the people to ſubmit to fo unconſtitu- 
& tonal a meaſure. 

% VII. That the unconſtitutional project of raiſing money and 
troops by forced benevolences (and no benevolences collected upon 
e requiſition from the king or his miniſters can ever in reality be volun- 
e tary) and the equally unjuſtifiable meaſure of arming one part of the 
e people againſt the other, brought Charles the Firſt to the block, and 
drove James the Second and his poſterity from the throne ; and that 
*« conſequently miniſters in adviſing ſuch meaſures, vught to conſider 
„Whether they are not guilty of high treaſon. | 

„VIII. That this Society have beheld with conſiderable pleaſure 
e the conſiſtent reſect which the Houſe of Lords diſplayed for their 
te own Conſtitutional Rules and Orders, on the fourth of the preſent 
*© month, upon the motion of Earl Stanhope, concerning the interfe- 
« rence of Minifters in the Intarnal Government of France; and that 
«'jt is the firm conviction of this Society, that this circumſtance when 
«« properly detailed, will have a conſiderable effect in convincing the 
* country at large, of the true dignity and utility of that branch of 
« HIS MAJESTY's PARLIAMENT; 

« IX. That the thanks of this meeting be given to KARL STAx- 
* Hor x, for his manly and patriotic conduct during the preſent Seſſion 
« of Parliament; a conduct which (unſupported as it has been in the 
«« Senate, of which H is ſo truly honourable a member) has, together 
with the timely interference of certain ſpirited and patriotic Aſſoci- 
e tions, been nevertheleſs already productive of the ſalutary effect of 
*« chafing the Heſſian and Hanoverian Mercenaries from our Coaſts; 
*« who, but for theſe exertions might have been marched perhaps, ere 
this, into the very heart of the country, together with others ot their 
* countrymen, to have peopled the Barracks, which every where 
« inſult the eyes of Britons, 

% X. That it is the firm conviction of this Society, that a ſteady per- 
*«« ſeverance in the ſame bold and energetic ſentiments which have late] 
been avowed by the Friends of Freedom cannot fail of crowning wit 
« ultimate triumph, the virtuons cauſe in which we are engaged, fince 
„% whatever may be the intereſted opinion of Hereditary Senators, or 
e packed Majorities of pretended Repreſentatives; Truth and Liberty 


« in an age ſo enlightened as the preſent, muſt be Invine:ble and Om- 
«© nipotent,” | 


« TI 


1 


* This Society having already addreſſed M. Margarot, their Delegate, an 
« ADDKESS te JOSEPH GERALD aua, read as follows, and car- 
FE ried unanimouſly. : 


« To JOSEPH GERALD, à priſoner ſentenced by the High Court 
« of Fuſticiary of Scotland, 16 Tranſportation beyond the Seas for 
«© O URTEEN YEARS! 


ce We behold in you our beloved and reſpected friend and fellow-ci- 
te tizen, a Martyr to the Glorious Cauſe of Equal Repreſentation, and 
«« we cannot permit you to leave this degraded country, without expreſ- 
«« 1ng the infinite obligations the people at large, and we in particular, owe 
ce to you for your-very ſpirited exertions in that cauſe upon every oc- 
« cafion ; but upon none more conſpicuouſly, than during the ſittin 
« of the BRITIS u ConvenTion of the PEOPLE at Edinburgh, — 
ce the conſequent proceeding (we will not call it trial) at the bar of the 
« Court of Juſticiary. 

We know not which moſt deſerves our admiration, the ſplendid 
e talents with which you are ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed; the exalted 
„ yirtues by which they have been directed; the perſeverance and un- 
t daunted firmneſs which you ſo nobly diſplayed in reſiſting the wrongs 
*« of your inſulted and oppreſſed country; or your preſent manly and 
«« philoſophical ſuffering under an @rbritary, and till ot late unpre- 
ic cedented ſentence; a ſentence, one of the moſt vindictive and cruel 
* that has been pronounced ſince the days of that mt infameus and 
5 ever-to-be-deteſted Court of Star Chamber, the enormous ty ranny of 
** which coſt the firſt Charles his head, 

« To you and to your aſſociates we feel ourſelves moſt deeply in- 
*« debted, For us it is that you are ſuffering the ſentence of 'Tranſ- 
5 portation with felons, the vileſt outcaſts of Society! For us it is 
« that you are doomed to the inhoſpitable ſhores of New Holland; 
6 where, however, we doubt not you will experience conſiderable 
* alleviation by the remembrance of that vixTuous cox gr for 
** which it is impoſed on you, and by the ſincere regard and eſteem of 
% your Feilow Citizens. | 

The Equal Laws of this Country have, for ages paſt, been the 
** boaſt of its inhabitants: But whither are they now fled ? We are 
animated by the ſame ſentiments, are daily repeating the ſame words, 
and committing the ſame actions for which you are thus infamouſly 
«« ſentenced ; and we will repeat and commit them until we have ob- 
ce tained redreſs; yet we are unpuniſhed ! either therefore the law 
* 1s Unjuſt towards you in inflicting Puri ment on the Exertions 
of Virtue and Talents, or it ought not to deprive us of aur ſhare in the 
„ GLoky of the Martyrdom. 

„We again, therefore, pledge ourſelves to you and to our country, 
e never to ceaſe demanding our Rights from thoſe who have uſurped 
«« them, until having obtained an Equal Repreſentation of the People, 
** we ſhall be enabled to hail you once more with Triumph to your 
native country,——We wiſh you Health and Happineſs ; 2 by 

** allure 
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© aſſured we never, never ſhall forget your Name, your Virtuet, nor 
% YOUR GREAT EXAMPLE, 


The London Correſponding Society. 


« JOHN LOVETT, Chairman. 
* THOMAS HARDY, Secretary. 


« The 14th of April, 1794.” 


c It was alſo unanimouſly reſebved, 


That the Committee of Correfpondence be directed to convey the 
* approbation of this Socitzty—i. o Archibald Hamilton Rowan, 
« prifoner in the Newgate of the city ot Dublin, for his unſhaken 
« attachment to the people, and for his ſpirited aſſertion of their 
re rights, 

«Ul. To John Philpot Curran for his admirable and energetic 
ce defence of A. H. Rowan, and the principles of Liberty, as well 
as for his patriotic conduct in Varitament. 

III. To the Society of United lriihmen in Dublin, and to ex- 
cc hort them to perſevere in their exertions to obtain juſtice for the 
«« people of Ireland. 

«© IV. To Skirving, Palmer and Muir, ſuffering the ſame iniquit- 
te ous ſentences, and in the fame cauſe with our Delegates. 

v. To John Clark, and Alexander Reid, for their fo readily and 
« difintereſtedly giving bail for dur Delegates, inſtigated thereto ſole- 
« ly by their attachment to liberty, uninfluenced by any perſonal conſi- 
& qderation. 

« VI, To Adam Gillies, Malcolm Laing, and James Gibſon, for 
re their able aſſiſtance given to Joſeph Gerald, at the Bar of the High 
« Court of Juſticiary at Edinburgh. 

« VII. To felicitate Thomas Walker, of Mancheſter, and the 
e people at large on the event of his, as well as ſeveral other late trials, 
« and on the developement of the infamy of a ſyſtem of ſpies and 
« informers. 

„VIII. To Sic Joſeph Mawbey, for his manly conduct at the late 
« ſurreptitious meeting held at Epſom in Surry. 


It was alſo unanimouſly reſolved, 
That two hundred thouſand copies of the proceedings and reſo- 
* lotions of this meeting be printed and 3 


. LOVETT, Chairman. 
| . HARDY, Secretary. 
© Reſolved, 
That the thanks of this meeting be given to the Chairman, for 
„ his manly and impartial conduct this day. 


„ T. HARDY, Secretary.“ 


From a review of theſe tranſactions your committee feel it impoſſi- 
ble not to conclude, that the meaſures which have been ſtated — 1 
recte 


( | 

ected to the object of aſſembling a meeting which, under the name of 
a General Convention, may take upon itſelf the character of a Gene- 
ral Repreſentative of the people. However at different periods the 
term of Parliamentary Reform may have been employed, it is obvious 
that the preſent view of theſe Societies is not intended to be proſecuted 
by any application to Parliament, but, on the contrary, by an open 


attempt to ſuperſede the Houſe of Commons in its repreſentative ca- 
pacity, and to aſſume to itſelf all the functions and powers of a Na- 


tional Legiſlature. e 

This object, as what is really intended to be attained by aſſembling 
a Convention, appears expreſsly and pointedly ftated, even as early as 
the 15th of April, 1793, in the letter to the United Societies at Nor- 
wich, already reterred to; and the ſame letter ſufficiently explains the 
policy in conſequence of which, ſubſequent to rhat period, the topic 
of Parliamentary Reform has been {till oſtenſibly brought forward in 
ſome of the communications which have been made public. As à 
further illuſtration of this obſervation, your Committee think it not 
immaterial to remark, that in a letter from Margarot, at Edinburgh, 
to the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, in De- 
cember 1793, it is particularly recommended to him not to introduce 
politics in his letter, or at Vat nothing but what concerns Kefarm. 
Whatever diſguiſe however may have been employed in an earlier pe- 
riod, ſeems in the later proceedings to have been wholly relinquiſhed. 
The object is ſtill ſtated to be a fair and equal repreſentation of the 
people; but a General Convention of the People, to be choſen by 
the Delegates of the different Societies, is propoſed for the purpoſe of 
obtaining this end. No mention is made of any application to Par- 
liament, orof any amendment of the repreſentation in Parliament. 

The circular letter, inſerted in a former part of this report, recom- 
mends forming another Britiſh Convention, to be held in a central 
ſituation moſt convenient for the whole iſland ; and ſtates the appoint- 
ment of a Secret Committee for that purpoſe. N 

The third reſolution paſſed by the Correſponding Society on the 
27th of March, and communicated to the Society ſor Conſtitutional 
Intormation, which was the foundation of the ſubſequent joint pro- 
ceedings of the two ſocieties, ſtates the object of the Convention to be 
for the purpoſe ** of ſecuring themſelves from future illegal and ſcan- 
dalous profecutiens, to prevent a repetition of wicked and unjutt 
ſentences, and to recall thoſe wife and wholeſome laws which have 
been wreſted from them.” Terms which appear to your Committee 
to be material, not ſo much on account of their general inflammatory 
tendency, as becauſe they evidently point at obtaining a redreſs of 
ſuppoſed grievances, not by application to Parliament, but by acts of 
authority to be exerciſed by themſelves. 

Ihe reſolutions afterwards paſſed on the 14th of April, contain open 
attacks on all the branches of the legiſlature, and a direct invitation tothe 
people to reſiſt meaſures then in the contemplation of the legiſlature ; 
and expicſ>ly ſtating that they ought equally to be reſiſted, whether 
adopted with or without the conſcnt of Parliament, 

When 


6 


When, in addition to theſe conſiderations, the committee reflect on 
the leading circumſtances which they have already ſtated, of the decla- 
red approbation, at an early period, of the Doctrine of the Rights of 
Man, as ſtated in Paine's publications; of the connection and inter- 
courſe with French Societies, and with the National Convention; and, 
of the ſubſequent approbation of the French ſyſtem ; and conſider that 
theſe ate the principles which the promoters of a Convention evidently 
make the foundation of all their proceedings; they are ſatisfied that 
the deſign now openly profeſſed and acted upon, aims at nothing leſs 
than what is ſtated in his Majeſty's meſſage, and muſt be conſidered as 
© a trai:orous conſpiracy for the ſubverſion of the eſtabliſhed laws and 
conſtitution, and the introduction of that ſyſtem of anarchy and con- 
fuſion which has fatally prevailed in France. 

There ſtill remains two points connected with what has been already 
ſtated, which your committee have not yet had the opportunity of in- 
yeſtigating as fully as they wiſh, but which appear too important ta 
be wholly paſſed over: 

It appears to your committee, that in ſome of the Societies refer- 
red to propoſals haye been received, and that meaſures haye recently 
been taken, for providing arms to be diſtributed among the members 
of the ſocieties. - 

It alſo appears, from ſuch information as your Committee have hi- 
therto had the opportunity of receiving, that ſince the apprehenſion of 
the perſons in whoſe cuſtody the papers were found which have been 
referred to your Committee, there have been ſeveral meetings of the 
ſocieties in different parts of the metropolis; that the deſigns which 
were before entertained have been by no means abandoned ; and that on 
the contrary there have been ſome indications of a diſpoſition to con- 
cert means for forcibly reſiſting ſuch meaſures as may be taken for de- 

feating their accompliſhment, or for bringing the authors and abettors 
of them to juſtice, | 


END OF THE FIRST REPORT. 


THE COMMITTEE to whom the ſeveral 
Papers referred to in His Majeſty's Meſſage 
of the 12th Day of May, 1794, and which 
were preſented (ſealed up) to the Houſe, by 
Mr. Secretary Dundas, upon the 12th and 
13th Days of the ſaid Month, by His Ma- 
jeſty's Command, were referred; and who 
were directed to examine the matters thereof, 
and report the ſame, as they ſhould appear 
to them to the Houle ; 


WAVE further proceeded in the examination of the Books 
N and Papers referred to them by the Houſe, and of ſuch 
other information as they have ſince obtained. 

The latter has conſiſted of a variety of examinations and 
depofitions taken before the Privy Council, of papers found in the 
cattody of different perſons who have been apprehended, and of ac- 
counts received by the *ecretary of State relative to diſcoveries made 
at Edinburgh, and in different parts of Scotland; all which have been 
laid before your Committee. | 

The refult appears to your Committee ftrongly to confirm all the 
propoſitions which they found it their duty, on the outſet of their en + 
quiry, to ſubmit to the Houſe, and to leave no doubt of the nature, ex · 
tent, and malignity- of the extravagant deſigns which have been formed, 
of the regularity and ſyſtem with which theſe deſigns have been purſued, 
or of the rapid progreſs of the meaſures which had been taken 1n order 
to attempt to carry them ſpeedily into execution. 

Before the Committee ſubmit to the Houſe ſuch further details as ap» 
vear neceſſary to give a general and comprehenſive view of the ſubject, 
and to ſhew the origin and progreſs of the plan which has been in agi- 
tation, they think 1t right to call the attention of the Houſe to ſome 
tranſactions of a recent date, and which appear to be of ſo much im- 
portance as to deſerve a ſeparate ſtatement. 

The firſt of theſe has already been ſhortly referred to in the former te- 
port, and relates to the meaſures taken for providing arms, to be diſ- 
tributed among the members of the ſeveral ſocieties, and for preparing 
the means of employing actual force in the execution of their project. 

The circumſtance which firſt came under the obſervation of yout 
Committee, containing a diſtin trace of meaſures of this deſcription, 


was a letter from a perſon at Sheffield, by profeſſion a printer (who bas 
lince 


| 
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fince abſconded) which was thus addreſſed— Citizen Hardy, Secre-þ 
tary of the London Correſponding Society,” and which was found in 

the poſſeſſion of Hardy on the 1 2th day of May lait, when he was taken} 
into cuſtody. The letter is as follows: 


1 


« Fellaw Citizens, «« Sheffield, April 24, 1794. 


| The barefaced Ariftocracy of the preſent Adminiſtration has 
made it neceſſary that we ſhould be prepared to act on the defen- 
« five againſt any attack they may command their newly armed 
.*© minions to make upon us. A plan has been hit upon; and if en- 
<© couraged ſufficiently, will, no doubt, have the effect of furniſhing 
a quantity of pikes to the patriots ; great enough to make them 
© formidable. The blades are made of iteel, tempered and poliſhed 
after an approved form. They may be fixed into any ſhafts; but fir 
ones are recommended, of the girth of the accompanying, hoops i | 
at the top end, and about an inch more at the bottom. The 
_* blades and hoops, more than which cannot be properly ſent to any 
great diſtance, will be charged one ſhilling. Money to be ſent 
with the order. As the inſtitution is in its infancy, immediate 
** encouragement is neceſſary. 


Struck through a Orders may be ſent to the Secretary of the Shef- 


in the original. J, field Conſtitutional Society. 


FO —_— TT  * ws - ot 


EE Signed, 


ce To preyent poſt ſuſpicion, dire& to” Here follows, in the 
original, the name of the perſon to whom the letters were to be 

_..  addrefied, and his reſidence at Sheffield. 

This letter contained another incloſed, directed to the Secretary of 
the Norwich Patriotic Societies, which was found in the poſſeſſion of 
the Secretary to the London Correſponding Society; and which is as 
follows: 8 

% Fellow Citizen, 

The barefaced Ariſtocracy of the preſent Adminiſtration has 
* made it neceſſary to prepare to act upon the defenſive, in caſe of 
any attack upon the patriots. 

* A plan has been formed for carrying into effect this neceſſaty 
* © buſineſs. Pike blades are made with hoops for the ſhafts to fit 

** the top ends; the bottom end of the ſhatts ſhould he about an 

inch thicker; and Fir is recommended for the ſhafts, ſelected by 
perſons whe are judges of wood. The blades and hoops will be 

«« fold at the rate of one-ſhilling, properly tempered and poliſhed, 

„The money ſent with the orders, 


«&Yg igned. 


FHPirect to“ [Here follows, in the original, the name of the 
perſon to whom the letters were to be addreſſed, and his reſidence at 
Sheffield] to prevent the Poſtmaſter's ſuſpicion.“ 
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Your committee ſoon after found that by the different examinations 
taken before the Privy Council, it was fully eftabliſhed that the general 
idea of procuring arms (either muſquets or pikes) to be diſtributed 
among the members, had of late been frequently the ſubje& of conver- 
ſation at different diviſions among the leading members of the Correſ- 
ponding Society, and among won Ja who have been moſt active in the 
meaſures lately taken ; that although theſe converſations had frequent- 
ly taken place, they had generally been after the buſineſs of the meet · 
ings was Cloſed, and when only a few perſons remained. It appears 
indeed to have been, in a great meaſure, agreed that this plan was not 
to be publickly mentioned at the diviſions ; particularly it was recom- 
mended by one of the moſt active perſons not to mention it till the new 
plan of conſtitution for the ſociety was ſettled. And it has appeared 
(in the courſe of this inveitigation} that the arming buſineſs was all 
done by private members, and that it was held not fit to talk of the 
pikes but to thoſe who were to be truſted : That the general buſineſs 
was done by a committee of delegates, but there was a ſecret com- 
mittee of hve perſons, who tranſacted what was not to be entruſted to - 
the whole of the Correſponding Society; that they meet at private 
houſes, and that all the correſpondence comes to them, and what 
they think proper 1s laid before the Society. But although this plan 
of precaution and concealment muſt have prevented the diſcovery of a 
great part of this ſyſtem, inſtances have occurred of proceedings at fome 
of the diviſions of the Correſponding Society, relative to procuring 
arms, which your committee have been enabled to aſcertain, Agearly 
as November 1793, at a mzeting of a diviſion of the Society, held at 
a place named to the committee, a violent ſpeech was made by a mem- 
ber of the ſociety, recommending that arms ſhould be procured, and 
mentioning that they were provided with arms and pikes at Shef- 
field ; and another member ſaid it would be good to provide pikes at 
fix-pence each: Afterwards, in the month of February laſt, at a 
meeting of one of the diviſions of the Correſponding Society named to 
the committee, and at a place aſcertained to them, it was propoſed to 
iſſue new books, with the names and places of abode of the ſeveral 
members, and that the names of thoſe who lived in the ſame neigh- 
bourhood ſhould be placed together, that they might eafily be aſſemb 
upon any emergency, in caſe government ſhould attempt to diſperſe 
their meetings; and a reſolution for this purpoſe was paſled ſoon after 
at a ſubſequent meeting. 

At the 1ame meeting a member of another diviſion attended, and 
Rated to the chairman, that he came to make a report from his divi- 
hon.—He ſtated a rumour that the Habeas Corpus Act would be ſoon 
ſuſpended. — This intelligence he was deputed to give, that the ſociety 
at large might be prepared for the event: Upon this a ſpeech was 
made by a perſon, who was a member of the committee mentioned in 
a former report, in which he recommended to each member to provide 
himſelf with arms and ammunition, in order to defend himſelf againſt 
any perſons who might attack him, wherher they ſhould be of this 
country, Pruſſians, Heſſians, or 3 And in the Wr 


S 
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of Ap:il laſt, at the fame diviſion, it appears that a report was made 
from the general committee, That an anſwer had been received from 
the Society for Conſtitutional Information, expreſſive of their deſire to 
co-operate with them in obtaining their great end; and deſiring a de- 
putation might be ſent to conſult and deliberate with them. In con- 
ſequence a certain number of the committee were appointed : and on 
this occaſion one of the members recommended to the citizens not to 
fit tamely ſilent and inactive, but to rouſe themſelves, and, not only 
with words, but arms, aſſert their rights: — He ſaid, they were on the 
eve of a general meeting, and they ſhould go with their minds prepa- 
red to adopt a ſyſtem which might be reduced to ſpeedy practice, and 
reſcue their fellow citizens (meaning the Scotch delegates) from their 
degrading ſituation. It alſo appears to your committee, that a plan 
was in contemplation to ſubdivide each diviſion into tythings, and to 
appoint tything men to each, for the purpoſe ** of rendering themſelves 
«« uſeful in caſe of emergency; which was explained to mean, that 
in caſe the ſociety ſhould be interrupted by Peace Officers, or a Preſs 
Gang, they ſhould reſiſt any ſuch interruption. As another inſtance of 
the meaſures taken to inſtigate the people to arms, an account was given 
of a hand bill produced at one of the meetings, which was to the 
following effect: 


The Ins tell us we are in danger of invaſion from the French. 

The Outs tell us that we are in danger from the Heſſians and 
«© Hanoverians. 

In either caſe we ſhould arm ourſelves, —Get arms, and learn 
% how to uſe them,” 


Several copies of this hand bill were proved to have been publicly 
produced at a meeting of one of the diviſions, by a perſon who ſaid he 
had printed them for the purpoſe of diſtributing as many as poſſible. 

In the progreſs of the enquiry, information was received from a 
witneſs, * accuracy has ſince been confirmed in a variety of ſtriking 
inſtances, that a perſon named in the information, an active promoter 
of theſe meaſures, and a delegate of one of the diviſions, had ſhewn 
the witneſs a pike in his poſſeſſion, of which a minute deſcription was 
given. The witneſs ſtated this perſon to have given an account of the 
ufe to which theſe pikes might be applied; that it was ſuppoſed no 
regiment of horſe could ſtand againſt them; that fuch pikes were 
manufacturing at Sheffield; and that he had received from the ſecre- 
tary of the Correſponding Society the direction of the perſon from 
whom he might procure them; that the price was to be one ſhilling 
a piece, and if they coſt more, the overplus would be paid by a perſon 
at Sheffield, who would be indemnified by the Society. The witneſs 
alſo ſtated the ſame perſon to have given an account of a meeting in- 
tended to be held at a public houſe (which was named) on a day ſpe- 
cified, for the purpoſe of fixing the number of pikes to be ſent for. 
The perſon ſtated to have held this converſation, and another perſon 
ſaid to have been preſent at it (who was alſo one of the moſt. ative 

members 


rn 
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members of the London Correſponding Society) were ſoon after ap- 
prehended, and a pike exactly anſwering to the deſcription given by 
the witneſs was found upon each of them. In the ſubſequent inveſti- 
ation of the buſineſs, your committee have received ſtrong confirma- 
tion of the principal circumſtances of. the converſation ſtated by the 
witneſs, reſpeRing the uſe to which the pikes might be applied, tlie 
direction given by the Secretary of the Correſponding Society in order 
to procure them from Sheffield, the price to be paid for them, and 
the intended meeting for the purpoſe of fixing the numbet to be ſent 
for, and of depoſiting one ſhilling apiece for the purchaſe. One ot the 
perſons ſo apprehended, in explaining the uſe to be made of the pikes 
from Sheffield, ſaid, the perſuaſion was, and he himſelf believed, the 
government were conſpiring againſt the people, and therefore ſhould 
be reſiſted. Another witneſs has fince ſtated, that he had e 
from one of the perſons apprehended, that his pike was fo be uſec 
(in caſe the people were ro riſe) for the particular purpoſe of keeping 
off the . cavalry. ; | | 
Your committee, in the courſe of this examination, obſerved, that 
an account was given of ſome ſuppoſed meeting of military diviſions, 
connected with the Correſponding Society, for the purpoſe of learning 
their exerciſe with muſquets ; and it was ſtated, that with a view to in- 
ſtructing them, there had been printed and ſold a copper-plate engrav- 
ing of the manual exerciſe, accompanied with a 80 of directions on 
the ſubject. This engraving was afterwards produced, and it was prov- 
ed to — been beſpoke 55 one petſon, and engraved by another, 
whoſe names were mentioned, both of whom were members of the Lon- 
don Correſponding Society, and one of them a Secretary to one of the 
diviſions, and to Fas been ſold by another member of the Society to 
ſeveral members ar a meeting of one of the diviſions, A more parti- 
cular account was afterwards given of a body formed for the purpoſe 
of exerciſing with fire arms, which had taken the name of The Loyal 
Lambeth Aſſociation, but which had held no communication with Go- 
vernment, nor received any authority for that purpoſe. It appears, 
that although this armed Society bore the name of the Loyal Lambeth 
Aſſociation, none of the members belonging to it were of the pariſh of 
Lambeth, excepting the original Peppe of the Aſſociation, who was 
a member of the London Correſponding Society. The admiſſion of 
perſons who were afterwards members of the Aſſociation was objected 
to at firſt, becauſe they did not belong to the London Correſponding 
Socie y; but on promiſe that they would become members of the Lon- 
don Correſponding Society, they were admitted into this armed Aſſo- 
ciation. A gun engraver, who is alſo a member of the London Corre- 
ſponding Society, and who furniſhed this Aſſociation. with muſquets, 
was firſt introduced to the perſon who ſet on foot the Aſſociation, by 
the Secretary of the Correſponding Society. This Aſſociation was re- 
Fw trained and exerciſed in the uſe of fire arms twice a week. 
t has been given in evidence, that this Aſſociation removed from the 
houſe of a tradeſman in the borough, where they uſed to exerciſe, be- 
cauſe they made ſo much noiſe with the arms that the workmen muſt 
know 
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know what they were about, the tradeſman having different workmen, 


ommittee was appointed to chooſe proper places for exerciſe, where 


the Aſſociation wp, not be liable to be interrupted by the Officers of 1 8 


Police; and two places named to your Committee were appointed ac- 
cordingly, to whieh the Aſſociation adjourned in two Fe diviſions. 
At one of theſe places they exercifed in a room on the ſecond floor, and 
with the window curtains drawn, and on ſome occaſions, at another 

lace, by candle light, from eight to ten o'clock at night, with ſhutters 
barred up. At the place where the Lambeth Aſſociation met, there was 
a printed ticket of admiſſion with the following inſcription engraved 


on it, ** Liberty to thoſe who dare defend it. The object of all the per- | 


ſons who attended the aſſociation (as was collected from their conver- 
ſation), was Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Election. If they could 
not obtain a Reform in Parliament in any other way, they meant to 
have recourſe to arms. Ihe Committee have traced eighteeen ſtand 
of arms actually purchaſed by this Aſſociation. This number, pur- 


chaſed by perſons apparently in very indigent circumſtances, is a ſuffi- 


cient proof of their earneſtneſs in the deſign in which they had engag- 
ed, But it further appears, that the ſame perſon who ſupplied this 
number had engaged to furniſh arms, as the numbers who defired to 
have them a ; and that ſixty muſquets had been mentioned as 
likely to be wanted for this Aſſociation.—lt alſo appears to your Com- 
mittee, that other inſtitutions of the ſame nature exiſted, and that ſub- 
ſeriptions had been opened for the purpoſe of providing muſquets. In 
addition to the means already enumerated for gradually providing pikes 
and muſquets, it has appeared in evidence, that one of the ſchemes in 
agitation was to ſeize the arms in the ſhops of the gunſmiths in London, 


and to diſtribute the arms, ſo ſeized, among the members of the Lon- 


don Correſponding Society, 

Theſe proceedings in London, ſufficiently important in themſelves, 
become ſtill more Fefervin of ſerious conſideration, when combined 
with meaſures of a ſimilar Seſcription taken at Sheffield, and in ſeveral 
pore of Scetland, and which not only coincide in point of time, but 

ar the ſtrongeſt marks of deliberate concert and connection with the 
attempts in London, to which your Committee have already directed 
the attention of the Houſe. Your Committee have already. inſerted 
in this report a lerter from a perſon at Sheffield, found in the Polteſſion 
of the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society, and incloſing a 
direction to another perſon at Sheffield, who was to forward to the 
maker of the pikes all ſuch orders as he might receive from London 
for that purpoſe. 

It has appeared, from the concurrent teſtimony of ſeveral perſons 
examined before the Privy Council, that this direction was actually 
given by the Secretary of the Correſponding Society to one of its 
members; that many perſons were defirous of procuring pikes ; and 
that ſubſcriptions had been already entered into, with the view of 
procuring them from Sheffield. One of the other perſons apprehend- 
ed at Sheffield, who had been Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society 

there, 


who might not be all of the ſame principle. Upon this ſuggeſtion, a 
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here, and upon whom a pike was found, acknowledged that he had 
een the letter to the Secretary of the Correſponding Society in London, 
ontaining the incloſure for Norwich ; and that the writer told him he. 


Had incloſed the letter for Norwich in the other for fear of ſuſpicion ; 


he ſame perſon alſo ſaid, he could not doubt in the leaſt that the 


Pikes were to be furniſhed to London, according to the contents of the 
Wetter which had been explained to him at Sheffield. It appears that 
Wome time in March laſt, a perſon calling himſelf Yorke, a member 
f the Conſtitutional Society at London, and who was choſen by them 


as one of tneir delegates to the Convention at Edinburgh, recommend- 
d it to the people of Sheffield to take arms, repreſenting it as a mat- 

e: of right, founded on the bill of rights, and obſerving that the oppo- 

ſite party were arming, and therefore that the other party ſhould be 
armed alſo; that Yorke uſed theſe recommendations both in private 
and public ; told them in converſation, juſt after the meett''g in Shef- 
field, where he had been chairman, that pikes were uſed in France ; 
and recommended to the people to get arms, according to an adver- 
tiſement publiſhed at Sheffield, ſaying that it was legal and conſſitu- 
tional; and that they ought to get pikes as in France. This meafure 
of arming was app:oved of by the greater part of the Society at Shef- 
field, which appears from information before your Committee to be 
very numerous, and to have been ſubdivided into 45 or go ſmall bo- 
dies, or different clubs. In conſequence of theſe recommendations, 
pikes were made at Sheffield under Yorke orders, and the form and 
fize were regulated by his particular direction — Your Committee 
think it of importance to call the attention of the Houſe to this cir- 
cumſtance, as they ſhall have occaſion to advert more particularly, in 
a ſubſequent part of this report, to the principles and yiews publicly 
avowed by Yorke at a meeting held at Sheffield on the 5th of April 
laſt, Four perſons are ſtated to have been employed in the manufacture 
of theſe pikes, and one of theſe perſons to have worked at them for 
ſome weeks paſt; and it appears that ſeveral have bcen already made 
and ſold to different perſons at Sheffield, at the price of 2od\ apiece : 
The pike taken upon one of the perſons apprehended at Sheffield an- 
ſwers preciſely to the deſcription given in the letter before inſerted. 
In addition to this account of the meaſures taken for providing pikes, 
it muſt be obſerved; that the three perſons apprehended at Sheffield concur 
in declaring that they had ſeen there a pattern of an inftrument which 
has, on different octaſions, been uſed in military operations for imped- 
ing the approach of cavalry, and which was ſtated by the witneſſes to be 
intended to be laid in the road at night for that purpoſe - One of them 
{aid that he had no doubt that this inſtrument was formed with the ſame 
intention as the pikes, to defend the meeting at Sheffield againſt the mi- 
litary, It was alſo ſtated, that about the time when theſe arms were pre- 
pared, they had reſolved at Sheffield (as will appear more particularly in 
the ſequel of the report) that no further petition ſhould be made to parti- 
ament on the ſubje& of reform, although they intended to go on in their 
demands; and one of the perſons examined ſaid, if any meetings were 
ta be held at Sh«flield for the purpoſe of obtaining unive:fal ſuffrage, 
| and 
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and any attempt made to diſturb ſuch meeting, he thought the people 42 
would be juſtiſied in reſiſtance. "A 

While your Committee were employed in inveſtigating the origin and A cc 
progreſs of the plan for arming the people in London and at Shetheld, F: 


they received intelligence of the exiſtence of ſimilar deſigns in Scotland, 
which appear to have been in a much greater degree of forwardneſs, 
and to have been conducted with ſuch ſeereſy that they might have pro- 
duced the moſt ſerious conſequences, if accident had not led to a timely 
diſcovery of their nature and extent before they had been carried into « 
execution. This intelligence was communicated to your Committee « 
in ſeveral letters from Mr. Secretary Dundas, which contain ſo full a 
narrative of the circumſtances leading to the diſcovery of this deſign, 
of the ſcope and nature of the deſign itſelf, of the principles with which | 
it was connected, and of the means by which it was to have been ac- 
compliſned, that your Committee have thought they could not lay this 
important matter before the Houſe in a more ſatisfactory manner than 
by inſerting the letters at large in this place It is however to be ob- 
ſerved, that beſides what relates immediately to this particular head, 
theſe letters contain watters applying to other important branches of the 
ſubject of this report; and to which it will be neceſſary hereafter to 
refer; and that many of the important circumſtances detailed in Mr. 
Dundas's letters have been alſo communicated to your Committee 


*through other channels, 


ES n, „Whitehall, rgth May 1794. 

] have received this morning, from the Sheriff Depute of the coun- 

tc ty of Edinburgh, authentic information of an accidental diſcovery 
*« made on the 15th and 16th ult. the general report of which I feel it 
proper to ſtate to you, as it ſeems materially connected with the en- 


% quiry in which the Secret Committee of the Houſe of Commons is 


© now engaged. 
The creditors of a bankrupt having received information that part 
* of his goods had been embezzled, and were ſecreted in the houſe of 
an individual, the uſual warrant was iſſued, authorizing a ſearch to be 
made in the ſuſpected place; and in carrying it into execution, on 
*« the afternoon of the 15th, the Officers diſcovered in a private place, 
« where they appear to have been concealed, twelve pike or ſpear 
„% heads. The proprietor of the houſe, who happened to be from 
home at that time, was foon thereafter taken into cuſtody, and on 
«« being carried before the proper Magiſtrate for examination, refuſed 
to give any account of theſe weapons, to whom they belonged, or for 
% what purpoſes they were intended. On a more narrow ſearch, there 
*« was likewiſe diſcovered, in a private and concealed part of the houſe, 
«« two other pike or ſpear heads, ſimilar to the others, two battle axes, 
* and a ſhatt or pole, with a ſcrew on the end, fitted for receiving 
« either the ſpear head or battle axe. 
© Immediate enquiry being made after the perſons with whom this 
** 1ndividoal had lately been ſeen in company, and two blackſmiths 
„being mentioned among them, their houſes and ſhops were immedi. 
| « ately 
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*« ately ſearched ; One of the two was alſo taken into cuſtody ; the 
ther eſcaped and abſconded—In the ſhop of the firſt of theſe men 


«<< were found four pike or ſpear heads, finiſhed, fitted with ſcrews and 


« ſockets, and ready to be fixed on ſhafts ; eight battle axes, alſo fit- 
ted and finiſhed ; and twenty blades more not quite finiſhed, but 
nearly ſo. 

T 4 ſhop and dwelling houſe of the other, who had abſconded, 
no ſuch weapons were found; but the acprentices, on being examin- 
ed betore a magiſtrate, acknowledged that the pike or ſpear's heads 
« firſt diſcovered had been privately manufactuted in their maſter's ſhop 
during the courſe of this tortnight paſt, and carried privately to his 
*« houſe as ſoon as completed. 

The battle axes and blades appear alſo to have been manufactured 
e within this fortnight paſt ; and were intended, as the maker of them 
«« ſaid, for the purpoſe of arming the people, ſhould an invaſion take 
„ place. But it appears, that to his apprentices, whom he had em- 
« ployed in aſſiſting him to make them, he pretended they were meant 
« for a gate; an account obviouſly falſe, as he could not point out 
« any gate for which theſe weapons were intended, nor name any per- 
« ſon who had ordered him to frame a gate of ſo particular a eon- 
<«« ſtruction, | 

«« "Theſe circumſtances have induced the magiſtrates to commit all 
* the perſons concerned, for examination; and the reſult of the en- 
« quiries Which are at preſent carrying forward, I expect will be regu- 
« larly communicated to me—lt is proper alſo to inform you, that all 
« the perſons chiefly concerned appear to have been members of the 
« Britiſh Convention which met at Edinburgh laſt Winter; and ſince 
the diſperſion of it have continued the molt active and leading perſons 
in the Societies whoſe delegates compoſed the principal part of that 
* meeting, who appear at preſent taking meaſures for calling another 
Convention of the ſame nature, which they expected is to take place 
'* ſoon in England; and ſome of whom have acknowledged that the 
e propricty of the individuals compoling theſe ſocieties arming them- 
« ſelves with ſpears and pikes bas, within theſe few weeks paſt, been 


a the ſubjeR of converſation amongſt them, and ſteps taken for carry- 


ing that purpoſe into execution with caution and ſecrecy. 

The ſilence ot one of the perſons, the inconſiſtent and contradictory 
* account of the other, and the flight of the third, throw a very ſtrong 
*« ſuſpicion on the purpoſes and intentions of the parties concerned in 
this tranſaction. The Sheriff is, in the courſe of his duty, proceeding 
sto inveltigate the matter more accurately: But I conſider it neceſ . 
*« ſary and proper to communicate through you to the Committee in- 
formation ſo intimately connected with the object of its enquiries, 
however imperfe& that information ftill is, but which I have no 
doubt will ſoon be completed. 

J am, Sir, 
% Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

Right Honble, Mr. Pitt.“ « HENRY DUNDAS.“ 
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« have received this morning farther accounts from the Sheriff De- 
pute of Edinburgh, of the tranſactions ſtated in my laſt letter; and 
« the reſult of the enquiries ſince made by that magiſtrate, and which 
« are {till going forward, appear to me of ſuch a nature as to deſerve the 
« particular attention of the Sec et Committee. 
One of the individuals mentioned in my former letter has ſince 
made a diſcloſure, and a perſon fince taken into cuſtody, and who 
appears to have been privy to the whole tranſaction, has confeſſed, 
« that theſe weapons were the firſt of a very large number and quantity, 
r actually ordered to be made, and intended to be privately diſperſed 
„among the members of the various ſocieties throughout Scotland, 
*« {tiling themſelves Friends of the People, and who appear to be at pre- 
«« ſent employed in taking meaſures for calling together another Bri- 
e tiſh Convention of Delegates to be held in England. An order has 
been given from one town alone in Scotland, for a large quantity 
of weapons of the nature deſcribed; no leſs a number than 4000 
« has been mentioned, and more are intended to be diſtributed in Edin- 
*« burgh. Emiſſaries appear alſo to have been diſpatched, within this 
«« fortnight or three weeks paſt, to the manufacturing towns in the 
« Veſt of Scotland, f the purpoſe of ſounding the inclinations of 
«« {ach of the inhabitants there who are known to be members of theſe 
Societies; and there is reaſon to believe, from information received 
from various different quarters, that theſe perſons have by no means 
been unſucceſsful, 

« Paiſley is in particular alluded to as being in a ſtate of great rea- 
« dineſs; and there has been poſitive information received through other 
channels, that within theſe three weeks perſons of that deſcription 
have aſſembled theinſelves to a very conſiderable number in the night 
* time, for the purpoſe of practiſing the uſe of arms. The particulars 
of this information, and the extent to which theſe meetings have 
«« proceeded, are at preſegt matter of enquiry with the proper magiſ- 
«« trates of the place; but the reſult has not yet been received. 

«« The formation of this plan is now traced home to certain perſons, 
«« {ome of whom are in cuſtody, who appear to be entruſted by theſe 
«« Societies in Scotland with the moſt unlimited powers in direing 
* their future proceedings—carrying on their correſpondence—and 
*« who act as a Committee of Secrecy, conſiſting of a ccrtain number 


of perſons, the principal and moſt active members of the Britiſh Con- 


vention. The chooſing of Nelegates to the expected Convehtion in 
England, the place of whoſe meeting is not yet divulged, and the 
* raiſing of contributions among the various Societies throughout Scot- 
land, for defraying the charges of ſuch Delegates, appear to be the 
% material part of their preſent employment, and in which it would 
* ſeem they have made ſome progreſs. And it is the ſame Committee 
* who have, for theſe ſome in paſt, been conſulting and taking 
*« meaſures for arming themſelves and the members of the various clubs 
with pikes and battle axes, and who have employed the perſons a- 
„ bove-mentioned in manufacturing them. The ſcheme appears to 


« have 


Et 
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have been firſt propoſed and agreed upon about a month ago; to 


te have been ſince carried on with the utmoſt ſecrecy and caution; and 
&© the weapons, ſo far as has yet been diſcovered, manufactured by ſuch 
« perſons, in ſuch ſmall quantities, in ſuch circumſtances, and under 
& ſuch pretences, as not to render the progreſs of the work probably li- 
sable to ſuſpicion or detection; and it was brought to light by the 
« the very accidental and fingular incident which I mentioned in -my 
« former letter. | | 
I have the ſatisfaction of obſerving, that the magiſtrates and officers 
« of the law in Scotland have been, and ſtill continue, active in the 
« ſearches and enquiries making at the different ſuſpected places within 
« their reſpective joriſdictions.— In Perth and Dundee nothing has 
«- been diſcovered which can lead me to believe that meaſures have been 
taken in either of theſe places for, making arms, the manufacture of 
© which ſeems to have been confined to Edinburgh, and intended to 
have been gradually diſperſed from thence to ſuch places as required 
them. No ſuch weapons have been diſcovered at Paiſley or in ts 
*« neighbourhood ; though the intention of arming, and holding regu- 
lar nightly meetings, are perfectly aſcertained, bn | 
* Information has alfo been communicated, of the authenticity. of 
«« which thereis no room to doubt, that a cenipiracy has been formed, 
„ as ſoon as a proper number of theſe weapons were diftributed ameng 
te the Friends of the People in Edinburgh, to ſeize in the night the 
«« perſons of the principal magiſtrates, and officers of the law; the 
* banks, the public offices, guards, and priſon ; and after inticing the 


5 e ſoldiery from the Caſtle, by kindling a fire in the middle of the city, to 

an cc intercept them on tlieit return, by means of different armed parties, 

it ce to be properly-{tationed for that purpoſe, dN 2 

a „It appears likewiſe, fre m indiſputable facts, that the moſt ſecret 

= « and/artful means have been and are {till uſing with the, Fencible Re- 

N *« piments in Scotland to excite them to Diſobedience and Mutiny.— 
50 — A No. 1. ] The printed paper which L herewith tranſmit 
re has been induſtriouſly circulated' for that purpoſe. _ 

ö | * have the honour to be, Sir, 

; ** Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

| * Right Honble. Mr. Pitt.“ « HENRY DUNDAS,” 

, 


«© SIR, „Whitehall, 24th May, 1794. 

*© I have received no further accounts of the reſult of the enquiries 
going on in Edinburgh; but I am ſorry to ſtate that I have received 
** information from the Sheriff of the county of Renfrew, confirmed by 
letters received from other reſpectable perſons in Paiſley, that the 
*« magiſtrates of that place having, in the courſe of their enquiries, com- 
** mitted, on the afternoon of the 19th, a man to cuſtody for further 
examination, a conſiderable number of perſons (ſeveral hundreds) aſ- 
** ſembled in the evening, and after chooſing a Preſident, whom they 
addtreſſed by the title of Citizen Fteſident, voted a number of reſo- 
lutions to the following purpoſe—— That a National Convention 
** ſhould be immediately called, - 4 which they would Sem Delegates 
7 65 dete 
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« —That they ſavuld not petition Parliament, as it was to themſelves 


* alone, and to ſuch Convention, they could look for redreſs. They 


then proceeded to conſider the conduct of the Sheriff and magiſtrates | 


% in committing their Brother Citizen, as he was termed ; and, after 
« much diſcuſſion as to the propriety of immediately releaſing him by 
© force, the majority ſeemed inclined to take mild meaſures firſt, and 
« to ſend a deputation to aſk his releaſe. But the magiſtrates having 
& received information of what was intended, and diſmiſſed the man 
« from cuſtody, the mob diſperſed with three cheers, having been pre- 
« yioully inſtructed by their Prefident to abſtain from further tumult, 
„ and to obſerve a peaceable and orderly conduct. 

« The authority of the civil magiſtrate is in the mean time entirely 
« ſuperſeded ; and until a proper force is ſent to protect them ia the 
future execution of their duty, which has been anxiouſly required by 
« the Sheriff and magiſtrates, they dare not proceed in the common 
« courſe of legal and judicial — againſt any of the perſons who 
are ſulpectec ot being concerned in theſe violent and tumoltuary pro- 
*« ceedings. But it cannot eſcape the obſervation of the Committee, 
«« how accurately this intelligence correſponds with and confirms the 
information yeſterday communicated, as to the ſtate of the minds of 
* theſe People in that neighbourhood ; the alarm which their leaders 
«« feel as to the reſult of the legal enquiries at preſent depending; and 
«« the regular ſyſtematic connection between them and the leaders at 
« Edinburgh, as diſcovered from the yet unfiniſhed and haſty exami- 
“ nations taken in that city. 

J have the honour to be, Sir, 
«© Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

« Right Honble, Mr, Pitt.” « HENRY DUNDAS.” 


« SIR, „Whitehall, 275th May, 1794. 

] have this morning received farther information from Scotland, 
* which appears to me proper to be communicated to the Committee. 
« The perſons in whoſe cuſtody the weapons, formerly deſcribed, 


«« were found, appear to have acted for ſome time paſt under the name 


© of a committee of ways and means, appointed by the Britiſh Conven- 
** tion, and to have been empowered by the various Societies through- 
* out Scotland to direct all their future proceedings. By means of 
© Emiſſaries privately diſpatched to different parts of the country, this 
Committee has ſignified to, and prepared a number of the Societies 
*« for the approaching Convention ia England, many of whom have 
*« choſen, and all, as far as is yet known, agreed to chooſe delegates to 
attend it, and ſubſcribe for their expences. The time and place of 
meeting was not yetdivulged, and were to be communicated from Edin- 
*«« burgh in proper time, by individuals to be ſent from thence for that 
«« purpoſe, whoſe arrival was daily looked for by ſeveral of the different 
Societies. One ot the members of the late Convention at Edinburgh 
appears within this fortnight paſt to have been diſpatched, and to 
have actually performed an extenſive tour through the weſt part of 


Scotland, to have viſited in his progreſs the towns of Queensferry, 
«« Falkirk, 
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« Falkirk, Stirling, St. Ninians, Kelſyth, Kirkintulloch, Campſie, 
«« Glaſgow, and Paiſley ; in all of which places he appears to have met 
«« with the principal perſons concerned in theſe Societies; to have left 
« with them, and the members of the Societies, copies of a circular 
letter from the Committee of Edinburgh, and inſtructed them in 
«« what manner they were in future to carry on their correſpondence ; 
« and to have ſuggeſted to the the propriety of furniſhing themſelves 
«« with-arms, for the purpoſes of defence, under the pretence of defend- 
ing themſelves __ Foreign troops. (Vide Appendix A. (No. 2.) 
An attempt has been made to diſtribute ſome of the weapons lately 
«« diſcovered at Edinburgh, by means of perſons privately diſpatched to 
« the country for that purpoſe; and which ſeems only to have failed in 
its execution from the timidity of the perſon ſolicited to do ſo. 
An individual of the ſame deſcription has been taken into cuſtody 
in the country, who appears to have commiſſioned and actually re- 
«« ceived from England, ſome muſquets and bayonets. On being queſ- 
« tioned by the proper Magiſtrate, he has refuſed giving any explana- 
tion, farther than that he commiſlioned them in the way of his buſi- 
«© neſs—But it does not appear that he ever dealt in ſuch articles before; 
* no perſon appears to have commiſſioned him to procure any ſuch ; and 
„ there ſeems to be full evidence of his having ſolicited others to pur- 
« chaſe what they of themſelves were not thinking of, or wiſhing to 
provide. : 


He admits having correſponded with the London Correſponding 


Society on the ſubjet of a Convention, and that the Society of 
« which he is a leader had agreed to ſend delegates to it, as ſoon as the 
time and place of meeting ſhould be divulged. 

A requiſition has been made by the Magiſtrates and principal In- 
*« halitants of Paiſley, for a military force to protect them in the exe- 
*« cution of their duty, and in their perſons and properties; which has 
e been duly attended to. It is with much ſatisfaction I inform you, 
that the gentlemen of eſtate and character, in the county of Renfrew, 
have voluntarily ſtepped forward, and determined to ſupport the au- 
e thority of the civil Magiſtrate. 

„ have the honor to be SIR, 
«« Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
«<< HENRY DUND A8. 

„Right Honble. Mr. Pitt.“ 


SIR. «« Whitehall, 2d June, 1794. 
The informa:ion I have received this morning from Edinburgh 
enables me to ſtate to the Committee that the trabſactions commu- 
«« nicated in my former letters are farther cleared up by the enquiries 
*« which have ſince taken place in that city. 

«« Some of the perſons who abſconded on the firſt diſcovery of the 
arms concealed in certain houſes have been diſcovered and appre- 
„ hended; and the reſult of theſe farther enquiries confirms, in almoſt 
every particular, the account received from other quarters, and the 
import of which J have * laid before the Committee. Va 
. 2 «© EltA-» 
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te eftabliſhment of a Secret Committee at Edinburgh, inveſted with fall 
powers to direct the future operations of the Societies throughout 
«« Scotland ; the regular correſpondence privately carried on by means 
* of emiſſaries diſpatched to the different towns; the aſcertaining the 
s exact number of perſons in theſe Societies, who were directed to pro- 
vide themſclyes with arms, and to hold themſelves in readineſs tor 
* any meaſyre which the Secret Committee might in due time commu- 
* nicate : are confirmed by every account and information which the 
* Magiſtrates have received. And an individual who has been lately 
taken into cuſtody has confirmed the account received from a diffe- 
rent quarter, of the dangerous deſign planned by the Edinburgh 
Committee, of effecting a general inſurrection as ſoon as they were 
«« ready and prepared for carrying it into execution, by the ſeizure of 
«« the principal magiſtrates and officers of the law at midnight, and poſ- 
« ſeſſing themſelves of the priſons and public offices, as ſtated to you 
* in my letter of the 23d May, and then communicated through a dif- 
«« ferent channel from that through which the preſent confirmation of 
o theſe circumſtances has been received, The plan ſeems not only to 
< have been diſcuſſed and deliberated on by the ringleaders at Edin- 
* burgh, but to have proceeded a certain degree in its ſteps towards 
actual execution, which appear to have been conducted with the ut- 


«© moſt caution; and there is reaſon to believe, that the execution of 


<< the plan was not to be confined to Edinburgh, but was meant to take 
«« place in ſome of the moſt conſiderable towns in Scotland, on a certaig 
« day, and at one and the ſame time. The proper and uſual ſteps 
have been taken for bringing the offenders to trial; and thoſe againſt 
* whom the information chiefly points are detained in cuſtody. 

| * I have the honour to be, Sir, 

| | © Your moſt obedient hurable ſervant, 

% Right Honble. Mr, Pitt.” «© HENRY DUNDAS.” 


From what has been ſtated it appears, that the deſign of arming, as 
far as it has yet proceeded, has been conducted with great ſeereey and 
caution, and at the ſame time with a remarkable degree of uniformity 
and concert in parts of the kingdom remote from each other. The 
weapons principally provided ſeem to have been peculiarly calculated 
for the purpoſes of ſudden violence, and to have been choſen in con- 
formity to the example of what has recently paſſed in France. The 
actual progreſs made in the execution of the deſign, during the ſhort 
period of a few weeks, ſufficiently ſhews what might have been expect- 
ed, if the Societies had proceeded, without interruption, in increafing 
the number of their members, and the fund for providing arms, 

YOUR COMMITTEE will next proceed to lay before the Houſe 
an account of various remarkable circumſtances, which have appeared 
in the courſe of this inveſtigation, and which furniſh ſtriking inſtances, 
either of the general principles on which the chief promoters of this 
plan have acted, or of ſpecific meaſures which they had in contempla- 
tion, and which, from their nature and importance, deſerve to be par- 
ticularly noticed. ; 
| The 
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'The general diſpoſition of the perſons engaged in theſe meafures, to 
applaud and promote the new political principles adopted in France, 
has been ſtated in the former report, and will be more detailed in the 
ſequel : But it ſeems proper to your Committee here to mention ſome 
of the letters of two ot the molt active members of the Correſponding. 
Society, which ſhew their adherence to the cauſe of France in the pre- 
ſent war; their conviction of the connection between that cauſe and 
their own objects; and their views even of availing themſelves, if poſ- 
ſible, of the aſſiſtance of the French arms in carrying their deſigns into 
execution. | | 

In a letter from Hardy to the United Societies at Norwich, dated 


the 17th October, 1793, which is inſerted in the Appendix, there is 


this remarkable paſſage—** 'I he rejoicings for the Capture ot Valen- 
* ciennes were not confined to Norwich alone. The Ignorant every 
«©: where elſe throughout the nation betrayed their imbecility on the 
* occaſion ; but the taking of a tegun, the ſlaughtering of thouſands of 
« human beings; the laying waſte whole provinces, or the enſlaving a 
* nation (haavever great evils they may be) can only, for a ſmall ſpace. of 
« time, retard the progreſs of truth and reaſon: Be nt diſteariened 
&* therefore, purſue your plan, inſtruct mankind, and conſtitutionally ſet 
«* your faces againſt exiſting abuſes; Be aſſured that many are our 
friends, who only wait a favourable opportunity apenly to join us, 
* while our enemies have much enteebled themſelves and their cauſe by 
arbitrary exertions: Neſpotiſm ĩs at its laſt gaſp; One or two cam- 
e paigns more will terminate its exiſtence.“ | Appendix B. No. 3] And 
in a ſubſequent letter from Margarot to the United Societies at Norwich, 
dated in March laſt, the ſentiments expreſſed are ſtill more ſtriking :— 
„his morning ten ſhipe of war have left Spithead for the Channel, and 
te jt is reported that the Breſt fleet is out. Rumour, always magnifying 
«« things, ſays, there are 90 ſail of the French at ſca, %%, there muſt be a 
number of tranſports among them, and a DESCENT MAY PROBA- 
„ BLY BE THE CONSEQUENCE. For God's jake, my worthy 
Friends, do not relax in the Cauſe of Freedam— Continue at you have be- 
% gun :—corſolidate your wn Societies —u⁰ł,ẽñ ewith athers ;—perjevere, 
* and make uo doubt but ſcancr or later your Endeavours auill be crowned 
* avith Succeſs.” At the time of writing this laſt letter, Margarot was 
no longer in a ſituation to take a part in the proceedings of the Society, 
being then on board the veſſel in which he was to be tranſported. But 
it appears to your Committee, that theſe expreilions from him are of 
no ſmall importance, conſidering the ſhare which he appears, by much 
concurrent evidence, to have had, previous to his conviction, in ditect- 
ing the meaſures which were adopted ; the uniform approbation and at- 
tachment which thoſe Societies have ſhewn him ſince that date; and 
above all, that theſe very ſentiments are addreſſed to the United Socie- 
ties at Norwich, and that the mention of an expected Deſcent from 
France is immediately followed by an exhortation to them to proceed, 
with freſh vigour, in the purſuit of their deſigns in this country, 

The ſame ſpirit appears in a letter from the Secretary of the Corre- 
{ponding Society in the month of January, 1794 : | Appendix B No. 2] 
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% Now it the time for us to do ſomething worthy of nen; the brave De. 
« fenders of Liberty South of the Engliſh Channel are perfonming Wonders, 

« driving their Enemies before them like Chaff before the Whirlwind.” 
Vour Committee place leſs reliance on account of words uſed in 
converſation than on evidence reſulting from written documents ; but 
they nevertheleſs think it proper to mention, that it has been diſtinctly 
ſtated in evidence, that, in the preſence of two or three principal mem- 
bers of the Correſponding Society, a perſon {whoſe name was mention- 
ed) uſed the expreſſion, ſpeaking of the French, that a victory of theirs 
in Flanders was as uſeful to the cauſe as a victory in St. George's Fields; 
and the ſame perſon appears to have held a converſation with theſe mem- 
bers ot the Society, relative to the advantage which would be derived 
if the French could land 5,000 men in this country, to join thoſe 
who ſhould riſe here. 

Another leading circumſtance has appeared to your Committee, which 
however ineffectual it has naturally proved, furniſhes a ſtrong collateral 
proof of the extent of the views entertained, and that no means, how- 
ever criminal, were neglected for promoting them. The circumſtance 
referred to, is a deſign which has been the frequent ſubjeR of converſa- 
tion among ſome members of the Correſponding Society, of endeavour- 
ing to ſeduce the army from their duty, and the actual employment of 
emiſſaries to tamper with the ſoldiers. In conformity with theſe views, 
it has alſo appeared, that it was intended to prepare an addreſs to the 
army ; and a paper has been diſcovered in Scotland, which has been al- 
ready referred to, the object of which was to endeavour to excite diſaf- 
fection in the Fencible regiments in that part of the kingdom, and which 
has actually been circulated with much induſtry among the ſoldiers of 
that deſcription. 

Various other ſchemes of the moſt daring and criminal nature are alſo 
ſtated, on the evidence of perſons who were preſent, to have been at dif- 
ferent times the ſubject of converſation among perſons, the greateſt part 
of whom were members of this Society. It even appears, that a project 
has been particularly and repeatedly agitated among them, of ſtriking a 
ſudden blow, and beginning by ſecuring the Royal Family, and the 
members of both Houſes of Parliament, with the hope (as it was ex- 
preſſed) . that the array being without leaders, would no longer oppoſe 
« their attempts.” Particular individuals have been pointed out in theſe 
converſations, as objects of perſonal vengeance for their public conduct. 
Evidence has been given of diſcourſes held concerning the reſcue of the 
delegates of the Scotch Convention, while on board the tranſport in the 
river. An attack on Newgate was meditated, according to a particular 
plan referred to in the converſation, with the view of releaſing the pri- 
ſoners. A fimilar converſation was held with reſpect to an attack on 

the Tower; and in the letter from the Secretary of State, which has 
been inſerted in the former part of the report, it appears that there is 
direct evidence of a plan regularly concerted at Edinburgh, for ſeizing, 
at an appointed time, all the public offices in that city, the banks, and 
the principal members of the Courts of Juſtice; and for making a ſimi- 
lar attempt (in conſequence of a ſecret concert among the members of 
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the Societies in different places) at one and the ſame time, in ſome of 
the molt confiderable towns in Scotland. | 

Your Committce do not tate the various circumſtances which hay 
been enumerated 1a this part of the report, as ſhewing that theſe exten- 
five projects, as far as relates to England, were as yet regularly digeſted, 
or in ſufficient forwardneſs for actual execution; but the evidence before 
them gives them every reaſon to believe that theſe views have been de- 
liberately entertained, and made the repeated ſubje& of converſation ; 
and they cannot but conſider them as neo indications of the prinei- 
ples and intentions of the parties concerned, and of the nature of the 
meaſures which might have been expected if they had proceeded, with- 
out interruption, in encreaſing their numbers, and in providing arms in 
the differeat modes already ſtated. 

There remains another circumſtance which, however, as far as it has 
yet been inveſtigated, is traced diſtinctly only to two individuals, both 
of whom were members of the Correſponding Society, and principally 
concerned in ſome of their moſt remarkable tranſactions: Whether any 


other members of the Society were or, were not acquainted with it, has 


not appeared to your Committee. "Three copies have been produced to 
your Commuirtee (in all material points conformable to each other) of a 
paper which purports to be a draft of reſolutions intended to be 
poſed at the meeting which took place at Chalk Farm on the 14th of 
April 1794. From the blank left for the place of meeting, it ſeems 
probable that it was prepared before that place was fixed upon ; The 
reſolutions are different from thoſe which paſſed at the meeting, and 
there is no reaſon to believe that they were in fact propoſed there ; but 
diſtin evidence has been given of the hand-writing being that of the 
perſon in whoſe poſſeſſion one of the copies was found, who is alſo 
proyed to have ſhewn them as the reſolutions which he intended ſhould 
be propoſed at the meeting; and the two other copies were found among 
the papers of one ot the moit active members of the Society, who ap- 
pears, previous to the meeting at Cha!k Farm, to have been appointed 
in coajunction with ſome others, to arrange the meaſures to be adopted, 
and at whoſe ſuggeſtion {ſubſequent to that appointment) the meeting 
is ſtated to have been poſtpones beyond the time originally propoſed, 
becauſe (as he is ſaid to have repreſented) more time was neceſlary to 
make known the ſentiments of the Society in bold and nervous reſolu- 
tions. Your Committee think it right here to inſert the paper itſelf, 
on which they will forbcar to make any comment. 


At a General 1 of the London Correſponding Society, held 
* at on Monday, the 14th day of April, 1794. 


« Citizen in the Chair, - 


* Reſolved, That all Sovereign, Legiſlative, and Judicial Powers 
are the rights of the people; and though the people have delegated 
** thoſe their original powers to others, in Truſt, for the benefit of the 


community, yet the rights themſelves are reſerved by the people, aud 
| cannot 
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re cannot be abſolutely parted with by the people to thoſe perſons who 
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* are employed to conduct the buſineſs of the ſtate. 

„ Reſolved, That the Conſtitution of England is held by the King, 
* Lords and Commons, and other ofſicets appointed by the people, in 
*©/'Truſt, for the benefit of the people; and though theſe truſtees may 


*© regulate and improve the Conſtitution, yet they cannot alter or ſub- 
vert it without committing treaſon againſt the nation. 


«© Reſolved, That Magna Charta, or "THE GREAT CHARTER 


OF THE LIBERTIES OF ENGLAND, made in the Reign of 
King John; THE PETITION OF RIGHTS, aſſented to by Par- 
«© tament in the Reign of King Charles the It ; and the feveral Laws 


made at and in conſequence of the Glorious Rewalution in the year 
*« 1688, are declaratory of thoſe parts of the Conſtitution of England, 


which ate in and by them reſpectively declared. 


Reſolved, That the office of KING of England was not inſtitu - 
* ted by the People merely as an office of Profit and Honour to the 
King, but he was ſo appointed as chief Truſtee and Guardian of the 


Conſtitution and Rights of the People; and that important and la- 
* borious perſonal Duties are annexed to the Regal Office, the objects 
of which are, to promote the Good of the People, and preſerve their 
Rights in full Vigour from Innovation and Corruption. 


KRKeſolved, That it is the Duty of the King to preſerve the Conſti- 


— 


t 


_ © tutton of England and the Rights of the People againſt every In- 


* croachment ; and, in order to enforce that Duty, the following Oath 


*< ;$4equired to be taken by every King on his Accefſion to the Throne 
« of Great Britain; to wit: The Archbiſhop- or Biſhop ſhall ſay 


« Will you ſolemnly promiſe and ſwear to govern the People of this 
«© Kingdom of England, and the Dominions thereto belonging, accord- 


ing to the Statutes in Parliament agreed on, and the Laws and Cuſ- 
* toms of the ſame?“ 8. | | 


The King or Queen ſhall ſay, © I ſolemnly promiſe ſo. to do.” 
«© Archbiſhop or Biſnop—“ Will you to your Power cauſe Law and 


Juſtice in Mercy to be executed in all your Judgments ?” Anſwer, 


«© in.“ | | 


After this, the King or Queen, laying his or her hand on the Holy 


««:Gvfpels, ſhall fay=* The things which I have before promiſed I 


ill perform and keep ; So help me God.” And then ſhall kiſs the 


«ibook. : 22 
« Reſolved, That his preſent Majeſty King George the Third, on 


his Acceſſion to the Throne of theſe Realms, did ſolemnly take the 
„ {1d Oath. a - 


«« Reſolved, That the Conſtitutional Ri ghts of the People have been 
*« violated, and that it is the Duty of the People, in the preſent alarm- 
ing Ctiſis, to aſiemble and enquire into the Innovations or Infringe- 


ments which have been made upon the Rights of the People, and 
ho far the Declarations of the Conſtitution, as they were ſettled at 


« the aforeſaid Revolution, remain in force, and which of them have 
been violated, and hy whom; and alſo whether ſuch Innovations, 
«« Infringements, and Violations, have been committed from the Neg- 
* ligence 


3 
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40 ligence or Corru tion of thoſe who have been intruſted with the Go- 


« yernment of the State. 

« Reſolved, That this Society do invite the People to meet in their 
i reſpeRive neighbourhoods, to eleR one or more perſon or perſons as 
« Delegates to meet in a Convention, to be held on the Day of 
10 next, at ſuch Place as ſhall be appointed by the Secret Com- 
« mittee of this Society; and that the Delegates ſo elected do forth- 
«« with tranſmit to the ewe of this Society, No. 9, Piccadilly, Lon- 
« don, the vouchers of their ſeveral Elections, in order that the place 
te of meeting may be duly notified to them. 

„ Reſolved, That it is the Right and bounden Duty of the People 
4 to puniſh all Traitors againſt the Nation, and that the following 
«« words are now not a part of the oath of allegiance; to wit, “ de- 
« clare that it is not lawful, upon any pretence whatever, to take arms 
* againſt the King,” | he Be | | 

Before the Committee quit this part of the ſubject, they think it not 
immaterial to take ſome notice of the different means uſed to diſſeminate 
ſuch ptinciples as have been ſtated through the lower orders of ſociety, 
and to familiarize their minds, by every poſſible artifice, to ſuch ideas as 
might prepare them to be the inſtruments of the moſt dangerous and deſ- 
perate deſigns. Some of theſe means may at firſt ſight be conſidered 
as too trivial to be mentioned on an occaſion of this importance; but 
they appear to your Committee in a very different light, when they re- 
collect that an eſſential part of ſuch plan as has been in agitation was to 
ſeduce and corrupt the thoughtleſs and uninformed, and to make uſe of 
the channels of communication beſt adapred to this purpoſe. The ap- 
pearance of inſignificance and levity, which belongs at firſt ſight to this 

art of the ſyſtem, is, in truth, only an additional proof of the art and 
induſtry with which it has been purſued. The meaſures employed for 
this purpoſe appear to have been deliberately prepared, and every con- 
trivance uſed to mix them (in the ſhape moſt likely to captivate atten- 
tion) with the ordinary occupations or amuſements of thoſe on whom 
they were intended to operate. Accordingly lectures have been deli- 
vered on political ſubjects, calculated from their very extravagance to 
catch the attention ot the audience, and in the courſe of them every 
topic has been employed that could inflame their minds, alienate them 
from the Laws and Conſtitution of their Country, and habituate them 
to Principles of Sedition and Rebellion. The moſt violent publications 
to the ſame effect have been ſecretly, but generally, circulated in hand- 
bills, both in the metropolis, and in the remote parts of the country. 
Every point that could excite diſcontent, according -to the purſuits, 
intereſts, or prejudices of different claſſes, has been 3 dwelt 
on, and always in ſuch a manner as to connect it with the lea 4 
ſign. The attempt to accompliſh this end has appeared in the ſhape 
even of play bills and ſongs ; ſeditious toaſts; and a ſtudied ſelection of 
the tunes which have been moſt in uſe in France ſince the revolution, 
have been applied to the ſame purpoſe, of endeavouring to render de- 
liberate incitements to every ſpecies of treaſon familiar to the minds of 


the people, 
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Having thus ſtated the points which the Committee have thought it 
material ſeparately to lay before the Houſe, they will now proceed to 
thoſe particulars which will give a full and diſtin view of the riſe, pro- 
greſs, and nature of the general deſign with which the facts already 
ſtated are eſſentially connected, for this purpoſe your Committee will 
ſtate in their report the points which appear moſt worthy of attention, 
inſerting in the Appendix a mote particular ſtatement of the ſeveral 
proceedings to which they refer. In Going Fils it will be neceſſary to 
ad vert to tranſactions, ſome of which took place at an early period, 
and have already attracted obſervation; but which it is nevertheleſs 
material to inſert in the. order in which they took place, becauſe they 
are highly important in explaining more recent proceedings, and giv- 
ing a connected view of the whole ſyſtem, | t 

The period from which it appears to your Committee material to 
trace in this view the proceedings of the Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation, is that of the publication of the pamphlet ſo well known 
under the title of Rights of Man, by Thomas Paine.“ 

Your Committee have already referred, in their former report, to the 
approbation given by the Society to this work ; and this is one of the 
points on which they ſhould not think it neceſſary now to dwell, if they 
did not feel it eſſential to the object before ſtated, of developing the rife 
and progreſs of the ſyſtem which they are tracing, to call the attention 
of the houſe to the leading features of a work thus approved and re- 
commended, in order to compare it with ſubſequent tranſactions of which 
it may be conſidered as the foundation. 

In this pamphlet, publiſhed in the year 1791, the Narional Aſſembly 
of France was repreſented as occupied in eſtabliſhing a Conſtitution 
founded on the Rights of Man, and the authority of the people, the 
only authority on which (it was ſtated) government had a right to ex 
in any Country; Mcnarchy and Fereditary Succeſſtam were treated as ab- 
ſerdities; the Revolution of 1688, and the Succeſſion of the Houſe of Ha- 
nover, were alſo made the ſubject of ridicule; and a diſtinction was 
drawn between two modes of government, which were ſtated to prevail 
in the world; firſt, government by election and repreſentation ; and, 


: ſecondly, government by hereditary ſucceſſion. The former generally 


known by the name of republic, the latter by that of monarchy and 
ariſtocracy. On the 23d March 1791, the Society reſolved, ** That 
e the thanks of the Society ſhould be given to Mr. Thomas Paine, in 
the terms expreſſed in the copy of their reſolution of this day,” in- 
ſerted in the Apendix. (Appendix C. 23 Mar. 1791.) A continuation 
of Paine's book, intituled, ** Rights of Man, Part ſecond, combining 
principle and practice, was publiſhed early in 1792, in which the 
principles of the | Britiſh Conſtitution vere again attacked; the princi- 
ple on which the French Conſtitution, accepted by the King in 1791, 
had been eſtabliſhed, were approved, with an exception of the Hered:- 
ry Succeſſion to the Crown: This pamphlet, recommending the over- 
throw of the Britiſh Conſtitution, and the eftabliſhment of a democra- 
tical Senate, as the ſole legiſlative and executive power of the ſtate, was 
alſo circulated with great induſtry ; and the Society for Conſtitutional 
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Information, on the 16th of March 1792 (Appendix C. 16 Mar. 1792.) 


expreſſed their approbation of the work, in anſwer to a letter from the 
Mancheſter Conſtitutional Society, 1 the thanks of that So- 
ciety to Mr. Paine. (Appendix = 23 Marc 1792.) On the 23d of 
March, 1797, the Conititutional Society at Sheffield applied to the 
London Society, that twelve of their members might be admitted as aſ- 
ſociated members of the Lendon Society ; and there appears in the 
bouks of the London Society a printed paper of the Sheffield Society, 
in which that Society declares, that the practice as well as the principle 
of government was laid down in the works intituled, << Rights of 
Man, part the Firſt and Second,” in a manner /e clear ard irre/{tibly 
convincing, that the Society reſolved to give their thanks to Mr. Paine 
for thoſe publications, 

Other entries, expreſſive of Approbation of the ſame works, and of 
other ſeditious publications, frequently appear in the ſame books du- 
ring the courſe of the year 1792. (Appendix C. 1722.) | 

In Eaſter Term, 1792, an information was filed in the Court of 
King's tench, by the King's Attorney General, againſt Thomas Paine, 
for writing and publiſhing the laſt pamphlet, on which he was con- 
victed in December 1792. During this proſecution another pamphlet 
was publiſhed, under the title of An Addreſs to the Addreflers on 
« the late Proclamation, by Thomas Paine.“ This pamphlet after 
ſtating that * Two Revolutions had taken place, thoſe of America 
und France,” added, “ both of them have rejected the zrnatural 
« compounded ſyflem of the Engl /þ Government. ** America has declared 
„ againſt all hereditary government, and eſtabliſned the repreſentative 
«« ſyſtem of Government only; France has entiiely rejected the ariſto- 
** cratical part, and is now diſcovering the abſurdity of the monarch's 
* cal, and is approaching faſt to the seprgentative ſyſtem.” [P. 
37.] The pamphlet then treats monarchy, and every ſpecies of here- 
ditary government, as a fraud and impoſition ; P. 51.] aſſerts “ for a 
nation to be free it is ſufficient that ſhe wills it;“ treats the reform 
of Parliament by Parliament itſelf as abſurd ; denies the power of Par- 
liament to reform any part of the conſtitution ; aſſerts that it is not a 
ſubje& cognizable before Parliament, and that the right and the exerciſe 
of that right appertains to the nation only, [P. 66.] and that the proper 
means is by a National Convention, elected for the purpoſe by all the People; 
that ſuch a body, empowered and ſupported by the nation, would have 
authority to demand information upon all matters neceſſary to be en» 
quired into, and the nation would decree its own refurms. [P. 66, 67] 
The pamphlet then ſtates that the plan and organization of a Conven- 
tion was eaſy in practice; and proceeds to ſhew the manner in which, 
ſuppoſing the inhabitans of England to be ſeven millions, a Conven- 
tion of „Foo memhers might be elected in an orderly manner; adding, 
that [P 751] © a Convention of 1,000 perſons, fairly elected, would 
bring every matter to a decided ifſue.” This latter pamphlet was 
not made the ſubject of any expreſs reſolutions of the Society; but 
during the proſecution of Mr. Paine for the former work, the Society 


for Conſtitutional Information Appendix C. 1792.] entered into a 
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ſubſcription to defray his expences, and encouraged the like ſupport 
from other Societies, as appears by ſeveral entries in the books of the 
Society. And this mark of their approbation of his principles having 
been continued aſter the publication laſt mentioned, ſeems to afford a 
full proof that this circumſtance had made no change in the ſentiments 
of the Society towards him. £ | | 
The principles laid down in theſe publications appearing thes to be 
approved and ſanctioned by the Society, will be found to be gradually 
and ſucceſſively adopted and acted upon in their proceedings. [ Ap- 
pendix C. 30 Mar. i792.] On the zoth March 1792, the London 
Correſponding Society ſent to the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion ſeveral 3 among which were the following: : 
« That every individual has a Right to ſhare in the Government 
* of that Society of which he is a member, unleſs incapacitated. 
% That nothing but Non-age, a privation of reaſon, or an offence 
*« againſt the general rules of Society, can incapacitate him.“ | 


Theſe reſolutions containing the principle of univerſal ſuffrage, were 
adopted without reſerve, and with ſtrong expreſſions of approbation, by 
the Conſtitutional Society. T 

On the zoth of April following, a declaration from a Society in 
Southwark, appears entered in the books of the Conſtitutional Society, 
with their thanks for the communication. Appendix C. 20 April, 1792 
This declaration expreſſes more fully the grounds on which the Societies 
intended to proceed, adopting many important principles which had been 
made the foundation of the French revolution, in the following terms : 


*« That all civil and political authority is derived from the people. 
© That equal active citizenſhip is the unalieanable right of all men, 
© minors, criminals, and inſane perſons excepted. | 
* That the exerciſe of that right, in appointing an adequate Re- 
«« preſentative Government, is the wiſeſt device of human policy, and 
the only ſecurity of National Freedom.“ F 


The reſolutions of the Sheffield Society having ſuggeſted Univerſal 
Sufftage, and the Southwark Society having added to the general Idea 
of a Repreſentative Government, a Society, called The Norwich Re- 
volution Society, on the 26th of April 1792, ſent a letter to the Con- 
ſtitutional Society, entered in the minutes of their proceedings on the 
4th of May 1792, in which there is this paſſage: [Appendix C. 4. May 
1792-] ** This Society is willing to hope the redreſs of every exiſting 
«« grievance at the hands of a government reſulting from an extraordi- 
* nary convocation, in 1688, of all who had at any preceding time 
been elected repreſentatives of the people, aſſiſted by the hereditary 
*« counſellors of the nation, and a peculiar deputation from the Metro- 
“polis, wuhich National Conſlituting Aſſembly, caſhiered for miſcon- 
*« duct a king of the houſe of Stuart.” : 

it ſeems evidently to be the intention of this paſſage to repreſent the 
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yolution of 1688 as a precedent for a National Conflituting Aſem- 
2 and to ſhelter under that authority the indirect recommendation 
1 the proceedings and terms which have recently been adopted in 
France. | 
This Communication, with others from different Sdeieties at Nor- 
wich, were followed by a reſolution, expreſſing that the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information received them with heart-felt ſatiiſactian, 
[Appendix C. 4 May 1792.} and deſired earneſtly to concur and co- 
operate with thoſe Societies in their laudable objects. | 
They alſo elected Twelve Members of the Norwich Society aſſociated 
Members of their own Society. ? 
And they added a reſolution, that a Committee ſhould be appointed 
to conſider whether any and what Communication ſhould be made, and 
by what means, by the Society, with the Society of Friends of the 
Conſtitution at Paris. | 
It appears by the entries of the 11th of May 1792, that [Appendix 
C. 11 May 1792.] “ The Society of Friends to the Conſtitution at 
«« Paris,” mentioned in the former reſolution, were the Jacobin Club 
there; and on the ſame day it was reſolved that there ſhould be a com- 
munication with that Club, and an addreſs was read and agreed to, and 
ordered to be ſigned by the Chairman, and tranſmitted to Paris. 
* Towards the cloſe of the ſame year, and ſome time ſubſequent to the 
Revolution of the 1oth of Auguſt, which finally deſtroyed all traces 
of monarchy in France, the Society reſolved to addreſs the National 
Convention, which was then inveſted with the whole legiſlative and ex- 
ecutive government, and was afſembled for the purpoſe of framing a 
new Conftitution, and proceeding to the trial of the King. pyreens = 
C. 9 Nov. 1792.] This paper is conceived in terms which leave no 
room to doubt of the views of thoſe who framed it. The addreſs files 
the Convention Servants of a Sovereign people, and benefattors of Man- 
„find: It rejoices that the Revolution in France had arrived at that 
Point of Perfection which enabled the Society to addict the Convention by 
that title; and it declares that that is the only title that can accord aui5 
the characters of true Legiſlators : It ſpeaks of the proceedings af the ioth 
of Auguſt as a glorious victory, which had finally prepared the way tor 
a Conſtitution, which the Society truſted the Convention would eſtab- 
liſh on the baſis of reaſon and nature. It repreſents the proceedings of 
the Convention as labours in the work of human happineſs, and adds, 
« THE BENEFITS WILL IN PART BE OURS, but the glory 
will be all your own; and it is the reward of your perſeverance ; it 
is the en of virtue.” Then, drawing a compariſon between the 
fate of liberty in England, America, and France, it not only gives a 
decided preference to the American Republic over the Britiſh Monar- 
chy. but treats the ſplendor of the French Revolution as the otje& of 
the higheſt admiration, 
This addrefs was ordered to be preſented by two of the Members of 
the Society at the Par of the National Convention; and it was preſented 
ccordinglv. | | N 


* 
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But the terms of this addreſs are not the only evidence on this head. 
Appendix C. 12 Oct. 1792.] An addreſs, framed a ſhort time before 
by the London Correſponding Society, which had been communicated 
to the Conſtitutional Society, and had received their expreſs approba- 
bation, and which was preſented likewiſe to the French Convention, 
contained paſſages clearly expreſſing the ſame intent, and ſuggeſting the 
idea of a triple alliance (not of crowns, but) of the People, of America, 
France, and Briton, to give treedsm to Europe and peace to the whole 
world. 

Theſe tranſactions are rendered ſtill more remarkable by the verbal 
addreſs of the deputies at the time of preſenting the addreſs of the Soci- 
ety, and by the anſwer of the Preſident which they tranſmitted. The 
letters of the deputies to the Society have been found among the papers 
of that Society, together with a copy of the addreſs of the deputies, 
and the anſwer of the Preſident. In the firſt, after pointing out their 
wiſhes to effect in their own country a Revolution fimilar to that made 
in France, the deputies conſider the example of France, as having made 
Revelations eaſy ; and add, that it would not be extraordinary it, in a ſhort 
ſpace of time, the French ſhould ſend addrefles of congratulation to a 
National Convention of England; and the Preſident in his anſwer ſays, 
« The Moment, without Doubt, approaches when the French will 
« bring Congratulations ta the National Convention of Great Britain,” 

On the 7th of December, 1792, [Appendix C] the letter of the dey 
puties was read in the Society, as appears by an entry in their books, 

In January, 1793, [Appendix C. 18 & 25 Jan. & 1 Feb. 1793, 
Barrere, Roland, and t. Andre were elected (as has been mentione 
in a former Report) Honorary Members of the Society; and on the 1ſt 
of February, the ſpeeches of Barrere and St. Andre were ordered to be 
entered on the books of the Society, and this reſolution ordered to be 
printed in the newſpapers, which it actually was on the 5th of Feb. 1793. 

The circumſtance of the time at which this marked approbation was 
publicly given to leading members of the National Convention of 
France, would render this, meaſure of itſelf a ſtrong indication of the 
views of the Society, and as ſuch it was referred to by the Committee 
jn their former Report. 

But on more particular reference to the ſpeeches themſelves, which 
were thus recommended to public notice, this tranſaction will be found 
to be of much more importance ; it is not barely an approbation of 
leading perſons profeſſing principles, and purſuing meaſures, hoſtile to 
the general intereſts of the country: The ſpeeches were delivered for the 
expreſs purpoſe of accelerating the condemnation and execution of the 
French King. The doctrines contained in them directly relate to the pre- 
eiſe object of a National Convention, and tothequeſtion of the perſonal Re- 
ſponſibility of Sovereigns ; they contain a ſtatement of the rights, du- 
ties, and functions of ſuch an Aſſembly ; which cannot be ſuppoſed to 
have been recommended to the public attention for any other poſſible 
purpoſe than that of laying the foundation of a ſimilar proceeding in 
this country, and that with the direct intention of employingrit for the 
deſtruction of the Sovereign, and the utter ſubverſion of the Conſtitution. 

| This 
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This concluſion will be fully juſtified by an extract from the ſpeeches in 
queſtion, which are expreſſed in terms ſo remarkable, that the Commit- 
tee cannot too ſtrongly recommend them to the attention of the Houſe, 


The following paſſage is extracted from St. Andre's ſpeech : 

« Your Right to decide the tate of the King, ariſes from your he- 
« ing a Revolutionary Aſſembly created by the Nation in a State of 
46 [{xurretion.” 


Barrere's ſpeech is much more full and more ſyſtematically reaſoned ; 
it is divided into ſeveral heads, from which the following extracts are 
taken. 0 

« This proceeding (ſpeaking of the trial of the King) is of the 

«« higheſt importance to public order, abſolutely neceſſary to the ex- 

«« iſtence of 1 and connected with whatever is held moſt ſacred 

« by the nation. From the calmneſs and temper which have diſtin- 

« guiſhed the deliberations of the Convention on this occaſion, it 

may be foreſeen that juſtice and reaſon will direct its ultimate ſen- 

« tence. Hiſtory will record the ſtriking contraſt between Kings, 

«« who in the midſt of the diſſipation of Courts ſign proſcriptions and 

«« death warrants for the deſtruction of thouſands of citizens, and the 

«« Repreſentatives of the People, who deliberate with wiſdom and 

« caution on the puniſhment of a ſingle Deſpot. 

« Tt is the deftiny of Kings to be the occafion' of the calamities of 
| « the People, whether they remain on their thrones, or whether they 
J «* are precipitated from them. 


» «PART IId. | 

" «« Whether the Perſon of the King be inviolable. ? 

f The People of Paris, by making and holy inſurrection againſt the | 

| « King on the roth of 2 deprived him of the character of invio- | 

— « lability. The People of the other departments applauded this inſur- | 
te rection, and adopted the conſequence of it. The People have there- 

h «« fore formally interpoſed to deſtroy this Royal Inviolability, The 

r re tacit conſent of the People rendered the perſon of the King inviola- 

c « ble. The act of inſurrection was a tacit repeal of that conſent, and 

| « was founded on the ſame grounds of law as the conſent itſelf. 

0 «« The King's perſon is inviolable only witli relation to the other 

4 * branches of the legiſlature, but not with relation to the People.“ 

; PART 11d. 

. „Whether an Appeal gal! be made to the People ? 

| „ The People is the Sovereign. | 

: «© A Convention differs from an ordinary legiſlature in this reſpect. 

: A legiſlature is only a ſpecies of ſuperintending magiſtracy, a mode- 
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** rator of the powers of government, A Convention is a perfect re- 
«« preſentation of the Sovereign. The members of the Legiſlative Aſ- 
** ſembly ated in Auguſt upon theſe principles. In ſummoning the 
Convention they declare, that they ſaw but one meaſure which could 
* ſave France; namely, to have recourſe to the ſupreme will of the 
«* People, and to invite the People to exerciſe immediately that inali- 
* enable Right of Sovereignty which the Conſtitution had acknowledg- 
* ed, and which it could not ſubject to any reſtriction. The public 
* intereſt required that the People ſhould manifeſt their will by the e- 
« lection of a National Convention, formed of Repreſentatives inveſted 
by the People with unlimited powers. I he People did manifeſt ey 
«« will by the election of that Convention. — The Convention being aſ- 
« ſembled, is itſelf that Sovereign Will which ought to prevail. —It 
* would be contrary to every priaciple, to ſuppoſe that the Convention 
*< js not alone excluſively the expreſſion of the general will. 

„The powers of the Convention mult, from the very nature of the 
% Aſſembly, be unlimited with reſpect to every meaſure of general ſafety, 
«© ſuch as the execution of a tyrant, —It is no longer a Convention it 
„it has not power to judge the King. 53 

*© A Convention is a conſtituent body, 7. e. a body that is to make 
« a Conftitution for the People.—A legiſlature makes laws under an 
is eſtabliſhed Conſtitution, and in conformity to it. It is Deſpotiſm 
« when in the ordinary and permanent eſtabliſhment of a ſtate there is 
*© no ſeparation of powers; but it is of the very eſſence of a conſtituent 
* body to concentre for a time all authority. It is the very nature of a 
«« National Convention to be the temporary image of the nation, to 
* unite in itſelf all the powers of the ſtate, to employ them againſt the 
enemies of Liberty, and to diſtribute them in a new ſocial Compact 
called a Conſtitution. 

«« Behold that Conſtituent Aſſembly which laid the firſt foundations 
* of your Liberty! Behold that Revolutionary Genius! which broke 
** through every impediment, exceeded its delegated authority, created 
its own powers according to the exigencies of liberty and to the occa- 
* ftonal wants of the People, baba all prejudices by the force of that 
*« public opinion to which it gave birth, obliterated all privileges, abol- 
* 1ſhed all the parliaments, changed the form and tenure of all property, 
as well as the meaſure and ſign of all value, and made a perjured King 
* its priſoner! Nothing was wanting to immortalize that Aſſembly, 
but to have delivered * from the calamity of Kingly Govern- 
ment, and to have relieved you from the duty of judging the laſt of 
your Kings. | 

« With this example before your eyes, you heſitate even in the firſt 
«« ſtep of your duty.—Am I then no longer in the midſt of that Na- 


tional Convention, whoſe honourable miſſion it was to deſtroy Kings 
and Royalty.“ | | 


Having thus traced the proceedings of the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information to the period when the commencement of the war with 
France neceſſatily interrupted the developement of their principles and 
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deſigns by their correſpondence with that country, your Committee 
will now lay before the Houſe ſuch particulars as relate to their pro- 
ceedings at home, in concert with the London Correſponding Society, 
and with the ſeveral ſocieties in different parts of the country, during. 
the ſame period. | 

From theſe it will appear—That not only the London Correſpond- 


ing Society, but all the principal ſocieties in the country, have been re- 


gulated under the immediate auſpices of the Society for Conſtitutional 


Information, and have, both in their origin and progreſs, looked up to 
that Society for their guidance and direction in the purſuit of their com- 
mon object : | 

That particularly fince the inſtitution of the Correſponding Society, 
which appears from a very early period to have had an intimate con- 
nection with the Society for Conſtitutional Information, a ſyſtem of 
general correſpondence has been eſtabliſhed, by means of which the 
principles of that ſociety (ſuch as they have been already ſtated) have 
been widely diffuſed and diſſeminated through the country: 

That throughout the whole of this extenſive correſpondence, the 
ſtrongeſt marks appear of an almoſt univerſal agreement and co-operation 
among the country ſocieties, not only in the general principles to 


which your Committee has already referred; but alſo in the nature and 


frame of the ſocieties, in the ſyſtem of concert and delegation, and in 
the particular object of forming a National Convention fer the purpoſe 
of carrying their principles into full effect; and that traces of this de- 
ſign are to be found in a greater or leſs degree at a vety early period of 
this correſpondence. 

The London Correſponding Society was inſtituted in January, 1792. 
A general account of the plan according to which it was formed and 
diſtributed into different diviſions, has already been given in the laſt 
Report, and a liſt of the number of diviſions, which had been gradually 
eſtabliſhed, has been found among the papers in the poſſeſſion of the 
Secretary. 

(Appendix D. 14 March 1792.) In one of the firſt communications 
from the London Correſponding Society to the Society for Conſtitu- 
tional Information, they ſtate that, The delegates of the Correſ- 
* ponding Society think it their duty to acquaint the Conſtitutional 
« Society, without delay, of the ſubſcription begun amongſt ſeveral of 
* theirdiviſions, for the defence of the proſecution ſaid to be commenced 
«« againſt that worthy member of the Conſtitutional Society, Mr. 
« Thomas Paine, in conſequence of his valuable publication, inti- 
* tuled, “ The Rights of Man ;” and that they had no doubt 
*« that a numerous body would be found to follow an example, ſo juſt 
ein irſelf, and ſo eſſential to the ſupport of that ſmall portion 
of Liberty which the People of England are ſtill ſuppoſed to enjoy. 
1% That the approbation and encouragement which their feeble endea- 
* yours had met with from the Conſtitutional Society, made them de- 
* firous of uniting more ſtrongly and more immediately with that 
0 ſociety, and for this purpoſe they wiſhed that fix of their Members 
* might be admitted into the Conititutional Society, after the mannet 
** of thoſe received from the — at Sheffield and Norwich.“ 


The 
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he London Correſponding Society ſignify that they are highly 
favoured by the readineſs of the Conftitutional Society to admit fix of 
their members, London Correſponding Society, 6 July, 1792.] and 
that their ſenſe of the favour ſo conferred will be beſt expreſſed by their 
cloſe attendance at the inſtructive meetings of the Conſtitutional Socie- 
ty, and by their conſtant endeavours to forward the ſo beneficial, and ſo 
much wanted Reform of Parliamentary Repreſentation. 

The following ſeries of extracts is taken from the correſpondence, 
both of the Society for Conſtitutional Information and of the London 
Correſponding Society, with the ſeveral ſocieties inſtituted in the coun- 
try. [Appendix ) | 

The firſt is a letter from Sheffield to the Secretary of the Conſtituti- 
onal Society, dated 15th January, 1792, [Sheffield, 15 Jan. 1792.] 
ſtating that the ſociety eſtabliſhed at Sheffield humbly ſolicits the advice 
and aſſiſtance of the Conſtitutional Society tor the purpoſe of forming 
a connection with all fimilar Societies in England; and adds, that infor- 
mation of the methods, terms, and manner of application for the above 
purpoſe, as likewiſe the admiſſion of one of their members into the 
Conſtitutional Society, will be eſteemed a particular favour, and grate- 
fully acknowledged. In the poſtſcript to the letter, an account is 

iven of the origin of the Sheffield Society; and it is tated, that it at 
el originated in an aſſembly of five or fix mechanics, who from con- 
verſation about the enormous high price of proviſions, the unbounded 
authority of the monopoliſts of a ranks, from the king to the peaſant, 
and the waſte of the public property by placemen and penſioners, luxury 
and debauchery, together with the mock repreſentation of the people, 
concluded that nothing but 1gnorance in the people could ſuffer the na- 
tural rights of every free man-to be thus violated. They formed a So- 
ciety, which was gradually incieaſing, and divided into ſeparate bodies. 
They ed Paine's Rights of Man at the low price of 6d each 
copy, to which they propoſed to annex an abftrat of the noted iniqui- 
tous Corn Bill of laſt year, W 

The ſame Society at Sheffield, in a letter to the Conſtitutional So- 
ciety, Sheffield, 14 March 1792. ] mention that their numbers increaſe, 
for that moſt of the towns and villages in the neighbourhood are 
forming themſelves into ſimilar aſſociations, and ſtrictly adhere to the 
mode of copying the Sheffield Society. They return thanks for the 
kind communications which they have received from the principal 
Members of the Conſtitutional Society ; and they encloſe a parcel for 
the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society, in anſwer to a 
letter of his, by which he had informed them, that there were in Lon- 
don a number of mechanics, ſhopkeepers, &c. forming themſelves into a 
Society, an the broad Baſis of the Rights of Man, and defiting to know 
the manner of conducting this buſineſs at Sheffield: In anſwer to which, 
the Sheffield Society had given them their manner of proceeding, and 
hoped it might be of ſome uſe, as the improvement they were about to 
adopt was certainly the beſt for managing large bodies in great and po- 
pulous towns, viz. dividing them into ſmall bodies or meetings of ten 
perſons each, and theſe ten perſons to appoint a delegate ; ten of theſe 
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delegates to form another meeting; and /o on, delegating from one to ano - 
ther, till at laſt they are reduced to a proper number for conſtituting the Com- 
mittee or Grand Council. + of —_ 

The Society at Sheffield expreſſes their determination ¶ Sheffield, 14 
March 1792. | to obtain a radical reform of the cauntry, as ſoon as pru- 
dence and diſcretion will permit, and t e/tablifh it upon that ſyſtem which 
is conſiſtent with the Rights of Man; tor theſe reaſons, they requeſt, thut 
certain members of their Society may be admitted into the Conſtitu- 
tional Society, in order that the Society at Sheffield may be ſtrengthen - 
ed, and enabled to extend n/eful knowledge from town to village, and from 
village to town, until the «whole nation be ſufficiently enlightened and united 
in the ſame cauſe ; which, they ſay, cannat fail of being the caſe, wherever 
the moſt excellent Works of Mr. T homa; Paine find reſidence. | 

The Conſtitutional Society at Mancheſter, tranſmit copy of their re- 
ſolution | Mancheſter, 15 March 1792.] to the Conſtitutional Society 
in London, in which they reſolve that their thanks are due to Mr. J ho- 
mas Paine, for the publication of the Second Part of the Rights of Max, 
combining principle and practice: T hey flile it a work of the Se impor- 
tance to every nation under Heaven, but particularly to this : I hey expreſs 
their hope, that in conſequence of the effect of this work a complete 
reform in the preſent inadequate ſtate of the repreſentation of the peo- 
ple will be accompliſhed ; and that the other great plans of Public Be- 
nefit which Mr. Paine has ſo powerfully recommended will ſpeedily be 
carried into effect. | 

The delegates of the United Conſtitutional Societies at Norwich 
Norwich, 24 March 1792.} communicate to the London Society for 
Conſtitutional Information a number of refolutions, in which they ex- 
preis their happineſs at the admiſſion of the delegation from Sheffield. 
in order to form a plan of general information: They humbly begged 
to be admitted to the ſame favour, and expreſs their wwihh that all the 
Societies of a fimilar kind in England were ſtrangly and indifjolubly united in 
one political bady : They return their thanks to Mr. Thomas Paine, for 
his firſt and ſecond parts of the Rights of Man: They ſincerely wiſh 
that he may ſee his labours crowned with ſucceſs in the general diffuſion 
of liberty and happineſs among mankind: They ſignify that their num- 
bers are increaſing ; and they earneſtly entreat all their-brethren to in- 
creaſe their aſſociations, in order to form one grand extenſfve Union of 
all the Friends of General Liberty. 

In a letter to the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society, 
the ſociety at Stockport return thanks to the Correſponding Society, 
ſor their kindneſs, | Stockport, 27 Sept. 1792.] which they ſay will 
be uſeful in the formation of the infant ſociety at that place; that they 
ſtand much in need of their experience in this particular. 'I hey ſtate, 
that they bave carefully peruſed the addteſſes, of which a parcel has 
been ſent them by the London Correſponding Society; and obſerve 
on their contents in general, that the ſentiments hardly riſe to that 
heighth which they expected from men ſenſible of their full claims to 
abſolute and uncontroulable Liberty, 7. e. unacconntable to any Ponver 
which they have not immediately cenſiituted and afpeinted, They further 
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ate, that theſe are their ſentiments, whatever may be thoſe of the 
London Correſponding Society, though in the preſent ſtate of political 
knowledge it may be prudent not to avow them openly; they deſire to be 
informed of the means of accompliſhing their common object; and 
they conclude with the following words : | 

„We obſerve one expreſſion, which ſays, numerous other Reforms 
© would undoubtedly take place, &c. &c. | 

„ But we aſk, How is that Parliament to be choſen ? Can we ex- 
*« pect it from the preſent order of things? Would not the evil be done 
« away at once by the People afſembled in Convention — Does it appear 
«« probable that the odious laws of which we complain will be aboliſh- 
« ed by any other way? Can the grievances ariſing from Ariſtocracy be 
« redreſſed, while retains its preſent Authority in the Legiſlature ? 
« It the univerſal Right of Conſcience ever to be attained, while the B. 
c maintain their ſeats on the | 

% Your thoughts on theſe important points, we moſt earneſtly deſiie 
« may be tranſmitted as ſoon as poſſible, not ditected as the laſt, as 
*«« we fear it will excite ſuſpicion,” | ; 

| | « (Signed) 


A letter from Margarot, (the Prefident) to the Friends of Univerſal 
Peace and the Rights of Man, at Stockport, (London Correſponding 
Society, 11 Oct. 1792.) ſays, “ With regard to the publications of 
the London Correſponding Society, they are expreſſed in as 3 
terms as prudence will permit, yet plainly enough to convince th 
* public, that while we expect every thing from an honeſt and an- 
*« nual Parliament, nothing ſhort of ſuch a Senate, choſen by the whole 
* nation, will ſatisfy us.”—The letter proceeds to ſtate an intention 
of countenancing the ſtruggle of the French nation againſt Deſpotiſin 
and Ariſtocracy, by addreſling the French National Convention. | 

A copy of the addreſs is encloſed, and a concurrence of the Stock- 
port Society is ſolicited. The letter concludes thus: If on the con- 
e trary you diſapprove of that mark of zeal towards the only nation 
* that has hitherto undertaken to reſtore mankind to their juſt Rights, 
s pleaſe to communicate to us your objections.“ | : 

A letter from the editors of The Patriot, (Sheffield, 15 OR. 1992) 
to the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society, expreſſes theic 
commendation of the laudable ſpirit which has induced the London 
Correſponding Society to addreſs the Convention of France ; ſtates 
the encouragement they bad given to the ſociety at Stockport; and, 
exhorts the London Cerreſponding Society to give it their ſanction 
advice, and ſupport ; announces that ſeveral ſocieties have been form- 
ed within the laſt three weeks at Edinburgh, and that they had received 
ſome more ſpirited communications from thence. The letter concludes, 
© We clearly foreſee that Scotland will ſoon take the lead of this coun- 
** try, and conceive it will be neceſſary to take the greateſt care that 
an univerſal communication ſhould be conſtantly kept up between 
the ſeveral focietics, however diſtant, and that all ſhould determine 
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*© to act upon the ſame principle, as near as may be, in a regular and 
« active union It was by this method that France became ſo tho- 
* roughly united, and we ought never to loſe fight of it.” 


A letter from the Secretary to the Society at Stockport, to the Se- 
cretary of the London Correſponding Society, has theſe terms. (Stock- 
port, 3 Nov. 1792.) | 
I am directed by the Friends of Univerſal Peace and the Rights of 
« Mar, to inform you that we received two letters from you, the firit 
dated September 21, requeſting us to concert with you in tranſmit- 
e ting to the French National Convention an addreſs ſigned by every 
% member, &c. &c. 

«« With reſpect to the Sabſlauce of this Letter, we believe that the 
« Cauſe of the French is that of every individual Perſon in Europe, that 
** is not fattening on Pluxder, or through ignorance, obſtinacy, and in- 
« attention, ſit unconcerned, and will not be perſuaded to conſider, 
« although inevitable ruin ſhould be the awful conſequence. 

«« We therefore think it highly neceſſary to add our friendly Aid and 
% Aſſiſtance, in order to flimulate the oppreſſed Friends of Freedom in 
** France againſt all the Deſpots in Europe (who are combined againſt 
e the juſt and equal Rights of Man) by aſſuring them that we view 
their fgnal Exertions and wonderful Vifories with admiration, toge- 
«« ther with the Extindtian of treacherous Royalty, and the reſtoring 79 
every Individual his equal and indubitable Rights, as Fellow Menand Free 
© Citizens ; and that our hearts are united with heirs as in one common 
* cauſe, conſidering as in a great meaſure their victory our Emancipation, 
together with their own. 

vet, ſhould it ever be the caſe that our Miniſtry ſhould be fo per- 
*« fidicus as, contrary to taeir pledged Faith of Neutrality, to join the ex- 
„ ecrable Band of Deſpots againſt the Cauſe of Freedsm, we will ſtand 
** forward, even to the hazarding our lives, by uſing every juſtifiable 
* means to counteract their machinations, and give to the Friends of 
„Freedom all the encouragement and ſupport which we ſeverally un- 
„ ſupported can afford.“ 

A Letter to the Secretary of the London Society for Conſtitutional 
Information, (Leiceſter, 9 Nov. 1792.) ſtates that the people of Lei- 
ceſter are to have their Firſt adjourned meeting in a few days, and that 
they ſtand in need of a ſort of Creed for immediate Publication; and one 
from the Norwich Society ftates, (Norwich, 11 Nov. 1792.) that 
having found that the Friends of the People and Society for Conſtitu- 
tional Information, do not exactly agree, they wiſh to know the rea- 
ſon. That it appears to them that the difference was this I he Friends 
of the People mean only a partial reform, becauſe they leave out the 
words expreſſing the Duke of Richmond's Plan, and talk only of a 
reform; while the Mancheſter people ſeem to intimate, by addrefling 
Mr. Paine, that they were intent upon republican principles only ; to 
come cloſe to the main queſtion, they defire to know whether the 

enerality of the Societies mean to reſt ſatisfied with the Duke of 
Richmond's Plan only, or vhether it i; their private defeen to rip uf 


Monarchy 


DEG > < ACE — om—_—_ 


„ 


Moerarcſiy by the root, and to place Democracy in its flead . The Letter then 

gives an account of the plan which the Notwich Society wiſh to ob- 

tain, and which has already been moved for at their General Meeting, 

namely, a full and equal repreſentation of the whole body of the 
le. 

The Mancheſter Reformation Society ſtates, (Mancheſter, 13 Nov. 
1792.) that the cauſe of liberty goes on rapidly in that town; their 
numbers increaſe ; and they de ſire to be admitted to correſpond with 
the London Society for Conſtitutional Information. 

A Society at Leiceſter requeſts every particular requiſite to enable 
them to eſtabliſh a Conſtitutional Society there, fimilar to that in Lon- 
don, and thoſe at Mancheſter, Stockport, &c. (Leiceſter, 15 Nov. 
1792.) They defire ali that is neceſſary by the firſt mail ;—they ſtate, 
that they want laws, orders, principles, creeds, addreſſes, declara- 
tions, and reſolutions; and a letter from a meeting at Coventry 
(Coventry, 26 Nov. 1792.) ſolicits the London Society for Conſtitu- 
tional Information to tranſmit a plan of the Sheffield, or aay other 
Society which they may think beſt adapted to produce the end of eſta- 
bliſhing a Conſtitutional Society at Coventry. 

When the London Correſponding Society found that their conduct 
hegan to attract notice, (30 Nov. 1792.) they publiſhed a long juſti- 
fication of it, which they communicated to the Society for Conſtitu- 
tional Information. This paper, the profeſſed object of which is to 
prove the moderation of the Society, and to vindicate them from the 
Imputation thrown out againſt them, concludes in the following 
words.“ Let us wait, and watch the enſuing Seſſion of Parliament, 
* from which we have much to hope, and little to fear. The Houſe of 
„Commons may have been the ſource ot our Calamity—it may prove 
*« that of our deliverance ; ſhould it not, we truſt we ſhall not prove 
© ourſelves unworthy of our forefathers, whoſe exertions in the cauſe 
* of mankind ſo well deſerve our imitation.” 

YOUR COMMITTEE have thus given a view of the different 
proceedings to the cloſe of the year 1792, Early in the year 1793, 
(Appendix C. 12 Apꝛil, 1793.) the joint correſpondence of the two 
ſocieties in London with the country ſocieties ſeems to have been di- 
rected to the oſtenſible purpoſe of obtaining Petitions to the Houſe of 
Commons in favour of a reform in the parliamentary repreſentation, 
and alſo petitions from the ſame ſocieties againft the continuance of 
the war.—A ſeries of letters relating to theſe objects is inſerted in the 
Appendix: But your Committee think it neceſſary to call the particu- 
lar attention of the Houſe to Extracts from ſome part of this correſ- 
pondence, from which it will appear, that the meaſure of addrefling 
Petitions to the Houſe of Commons in 1793, on the ſubje& of par- 
liamentary reform, was adopted without either any approbation of that 
mode of application, or any hope of its ſucceſs in its profeſſed object; 
and that the Societies approved of thoſe Petitions, even in the excep- 
tionable language in which they were expreſſed, with no other view 
than that of accommodating themſelves, for a time, to ſuppoſed pre- 
judices and circumſtances, and of opening the way to the —— 
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of their deſign in that mode which they have fince actually purſued, 
and which appears even then to have been in their contemplation, (Ap- 

ndix, E. March 1793.) From ſome of theſe letters it is evident, that 
the London Correſponding Society had, previous to the month of 


March 1793 (although the letter itſelf, in which they did ſo, has not 


been found) ſtated, for the conſideration of the Country Societies, 
three propoſitions : 55 88 
| Firſt, A Petition to Parliament. 
Secondly, A Petition to the King, 
Thirdly, A Convention. 


And in a ſubſequent letter of the 4th of March, from the Correſ- 
ponding Society to the Society at Sheffield, there is this Paragraph: 

« With regard to petitioning Parliament, we are unanimouſly of 
« opinion, that ſuch a Petition will not produce a Reform; yet from ma- 
ny conſiderations we are now perſuaded, that F every Society in the 
« [land will ſend forward a Petition, we ſhall ultimately gain ground, 
« for as much as it will force the members of the Senate repeatedly to 
« diſcuſs the ſubject, and their deliberations, printed in the different 
t newſpapers, will moſt naturally awaken the public mind towards the 
object of our purſuit, The nation, once informed that a Reform 
« jn Parliament is ſought for in different quarters, gives riſe to debates 
„in the Houſe of Commons (and is acknowledged in every rank to be 
« wanting) will begin to exerciſe their own reaſons on the ſabje& : 
« —arrived at that periad, wwe preſume our buſineſs will be nearly ac- 
& compliſhed.” | 

In a letter from the United Political Societies at Norwich, dated 
5th March 1793, to the Society for Conſtitutional Information, they 
{tate, that they ſee a great propriety in Univerſal Suffrage and Annual 
Election; but wiſh to know what has been collected to be the ſenſe of 
the people ; that the Correſponding Socteties of London have recently 
ſubmitted Three Propoſitions for their inveſtigation : 

Whethera petition to Parliament, or an addreſs to the King, or a Con- 
vention: They ſay, that they are a conquered people under that degrad- 
ing neceſſity to ſtate their grievances to the Houſe of Commons, with 
a requeſt for redreſs; and ſhould they refuſe to grant their reaſonable 

etitions, they have ſtill got (no thanks to them) a formidable engine 
that will convey the inſult to the remoteſt parts of the kingdom. As 
to the propriety of the ſecond, they ſay, they are dubious of its good 
conſequences. —Laftly, as to 4 Convention, they ſay, it is they objett that 
they purſue ; that they efleem any other means only in ſubordination to, and as 
having a tendency to accompliſb that deſireable end; but, they add, wiſhing 
to be in union with their brethren, they deſire to know whether it 1s 

neceſſary to obtain ſignatures to a petition, a 
The anſwer to this letter from Norwich has beenalready mentioned in 
a former report: (Correſpondiag Society, 16 April 1793.) It refers to 
the three queſtions ſtated, and contains the paragraph inſerted in the 
former report. | | 

*« Where, then, are we to look for the remedy ?--to that Parliament 
* of which we complain?--to the executive power, which is impli- 
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* citly obeyed if not anticipated in Parliament? or to ourſelyes, repre- 
« ſented in ſome mecting of delegates for the eſpecial purpoſe ot reform, 
« which we ſuppoſe you underſtand by the term Convention #7''——It 
« then proceeds: | 

It is the end of each of theſe propoſitions, that we ought to look to; 
« and as ſucceſs in a good cauſe muſt be the effect of perſeverance, and the 
* riſing reaſon of the time, let us determine with coolneſs, but let us 
*« perſevere with deciſion. As to a Convention we regard it as a plan, 
the moſt deſirable and moſt practicable, ſo ſoon as the great body of 
« the people ſhall be courageous and virtuous enough to join us in the 
« attempt. Hitherto we have no reaſon to believe that the moment 
« ig arrived for that purpoſe. As to any petition to the crown, we be- 
« lieve it hopeleſs in its conſequences. With reſpect to the laſt of the 
ce propoſals we are at a loſs to adviſe, If the event is looked to in the 
vote which may be obtained from that body to whom this petition is, 
eto be addreſſed, which of us can look to it without the proſpect of 
<< an abſolute negative? In this point of view, therefore, it cannot re- 
quite a moment's conſideration. 

« But if we regard the policy of ſuch a meaſure, it may in our 
s apprehenſion be well worth conſidering as a warning voice to our 
ce preſent Legiſlators, and as a ſignal for imitation to the majority of 
* the people. | 

Should ſuch a plan be vigorouſly and generally purſued, it would 
* hold out a certainty to our fellow countrymen, that we are not a 
* handful of individuals unworthy of attention or conſideration, who 
*« deſire the reſtoration of the antient liberties of Englund; but, on the 
*« contrary, it might bring into light that hoſt of well-meaning men, 
ho in the different towns and counties of this realm, are ſilently but 
« ſerjouſly anxious for reformation in the Gevernment, 

„We exhort you with anxiety to purſue your laudable endeavours 
*« for the common good, and never to deſpair of the Public Cauſe.” 

The letters of the Correſponding Society of the 17th May, and agth 
July 1793, and of the Norwich Societies of the 5th of July, and vari- 
cus paſſages in the proceedings of the Scotch Convention, and thoſe of 
the Society at Sheffield, will be found to contain additional proofs of 
what has been repreſented to be the real view and intention of preſenting 
theſe petitions ; but being ſubſequent to the time when theſe petitions 
were preſented, they will be more particularly referred to in ſtating the 
tranſactions during the remainder of the year 1793, of which your Com- 
mittee «ill proceed to take notice. 

After the rejection of the petitions in May 1793, (Appendix C. 21. 
28 June 1793.) and the determination of the Houſe upon the ſubjeR of 
a change in the repreſentation in Parliament, the correſpondence in- 
ferted in the Appendix will ſhew that the union and concert between 
the two Societies in London ſeem to have acquired additional ſtrength. 
It is ſoon after diſtinctly ſtated, that more effetual means than petitions 
mt be adopted; (Appendix C. 25, 28 Oct. 8 Nov. and 6 Dec. 1793. 
and early in the autumn of 1793, the joint efforts of the two Societies 
were ditected to the formation of a Convention at Edinburgh, to which 

delegates 


TW 1) 
delegates were to be ſent from London, and were invited from many 
of the Country Societies. Many of theſe Societies actually ſent dele- 
gates; and of thoſe who did not, ſeveral approved of the meaſure, and 
only objected to the time; while others, approving both of the time 
and of the meaſure, declined any ſhare in it on account” of their not 
having received a ſufficiently early notice, or of their being unable to 
afford the expence with which it was neceſſarily attended. 

The immediate foundations of. theſe proceedings (Appendix E. r7 
May 1793-) appear to hate been a letter from the Correſponding So- 
ciety, May 419th, 1793, to the Friends of the People at Edinburgh, 
which, after expreſſing their deſire to nite, not only avith each other, but 
with every other Seticty throughout the nation, proceeds: “ Our petitions, 
« you will have learned, have all been unſucceſsful ; our attention muſt 
% now, therefore, be turned to ſome more effectual means;— from yotfr 
„Society we would willingly learn them, and you, on your part, may 
depend upon our adopting the firmeſt meaſures, provided they art 
© Conſtitutional, and we hope the country will not be behind us.“ 

A letter from Skirving to Hardy, dated 2 5th May, 1793, is inſerted in 
the Appendix, and contains many paſſages which appear tobe very ma- 
terial, but which will be more particularly referred to in the account 


of the correſpondence of the'Seotch Convention. 


On the 10th of June, 1793, the Secretary of the Correſponding So- 

ciety writes to the Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society at Birming- 
ham: “ We are entirely of your opinion with regard to the neceſſity 
of a General Union; and we believe as you do, that when once the 
country ſhall be ſo united, the Neros of the day will be forced to 
«« yield to the juſt demand of a long and ſore oppreſſed people.” 

A letter from the Political Societies at Norwich, which appears to 
have been received by the Secretary of the London Correſponding So- 
ciety, on the 25th of June 1793, contains the following paſſage: We 
received your friendly letter wherein you ſtated three propoſitions ; 
* firſt, a petition to his Majeſty; or to Parliament; or, a National 
«« Convention. . I gave my opinion on the ſubject to the Conſtitutional 
*« Society at London, and found their ideas eongenial to may own, 
„ viz. An addrefs to the King, futile; a petition to Parliament, as a 
*« conquered people, tolerable ; a National Convention, if circumſtan- 
ces permitted, beſt of all.“ "4 

And in'a letter from the Secretary of the Correſponding Society, 
of the 25th of July, 1993, which appears to be an anſwer to the fore- 
going, it is ſaid, ** With regard to the queſtions'themſetves, however 
individuals may have made up their minds on them, the public ſeemed 
«« moſt to approve of the mode of petitioning Parliament; aue actording 
* acquieſced, and ſent in a petition, ſigned by nearly-6000 perſons ; wit 
this letter you will receive a copy of it, and of its fate you are doubt - 
*« lefs not unacquainted.” After faying that their firmneſs is not con- 
fined to words, and that they will be foremoſt in afferting and recover- 
ing the loſt liberties of the country, the letter recommemnls to the Not- 
wich Society to form a junction with all other aſſociated for the fame 
purpoſe throughout the nation; * above all rderhy and comragrou/ly to 
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epare tbemſelves for the Event, as they cannot expect to repoſſeſs their Rights 
5 — a firug — it may be advantageous to humanity, that they 
mould ſhew . at firſt an indignant oppreſſed people, in whom 3s 
wot yet entirely extinct the Valour of their Forefatherss 110 

In the month of October (Appendix C.) the Reſolutions were paſſ- 
ed in the Society for Conſtitutional Information, and the London Cor- 
reſponding Society, relative to the Convention at Edinburgh, which 
have been already taken notice of. | | 

The Society for Conſtitutional Information at Sheffield infert, in a 
letter to the London Conſtitutional Society, (Appendix E. Sheffield, 1& 
Nov. 1793+) the following extract from a letter, which was fent to 
the Convention at Edinburgh: | 

« That it would have given this ſociety the moſt heartfelt ſati>fac- 
* tion to have had adelegation preſent at their approaching Convention, 
had we received timely notice of their wiſhes that it ſhould be ſo: 
But it unfortunately happens that all the gentlemen belonging to the 
% ſociety, which it would chooſe for ſo important a buſineſs, are ſo 
«« previouſly engaged in affairs which they cannot poſſibly poſtpone in 
«« ſo ſhort an interval, that it is not in our power to comply with their 
6 * on the preſent occaſion. E 

*« This ſociety are alſo of opinion, that to give ſuch a meaſure its full 
Ege, it would be neceſſary that the other ſocieties in South Britain 
„ ſhould have communication with each other on the ſubject, and be 
able to aſcertain that deputations would be ſent from, at leaft, a ma- 
«« jority of the ſocieties in this part of the kingdom. And, to evince 
that we ſhould be happy to unite our efforts with their's in one firm 
and fettled plan, we aſſure them, that if they think proper to fix an- 
«« ther meeting in January or February, or any other time æuhich may be 
*« more agreeable, and give us immediate notice thereof, and that they 
*« with to ſee delegates from the ſeveral ſocieties in this part of the 
kingdom, we will write to all thoſe we are in correſpondence with, 
*« to get ſuch a Delegation as may be truly reſpeRable and important.“ 

In a letter from the Conftitutional Seciety at Leeds, dated 5th No- 
vember, 1793, (Appendix E. Leeds, 5 Nov: 1793.) to the Society for 
Conſtitutional Intormation in London, is the following paragraph : 

« It is with great ſatisfaction we read your letter, and approve of 
*« your having elected your delegates to ſerve upon fuch a laudable un- 
*« dertaking ; but, if you meant for the Leeds Society to adopt the 
«« ſame meaſures, ſhall be glad if you will anſwer this immediately; as 
*« we are not acquainted with the time of their fitting, we fear our de- 
*« Jegates will be too late.“ * 

A letter from the fociety of Birmingham to the London Conſtitu- 
tional Society ſtates, (Appendix E. Birmingham, 6 Nov. 1793.) that 
they had received a letter from the Conſtitutional Society, which had 
obtained the approbation of every member preſent, and that they would 
at all times coneur with the Conſtitutional Society in any meaſure that 
may have a tendency to haſten the return of depatted Liberty ; that the 
object of the miſſion. of delegates to the Scorch Convention is a meaſure 
pon which depends the Regeneration of Britain from a State of Slavery to 
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« State of Freedim and Happineſs ; and that the ſociety at Birmingham 
have only to regret that, at preſent, their ability will not allow them 
to co-operate with the Conſtitutional Society, by ſending a delegate to 
the Convention at Edinburgh; and this they tate to be one of the ca- 
{amities of the war. | | | 

The ſociety at Coventry tranſmit to the London Conſtitutional So- 
ciety the copy of a reſolution of the 28th of October, 1793, (Appen- 
dix E. Coventry, 19 Nov. 1793.) relative to the election of delegates, 
communicating their approbation of a meaſure which they conceive pe- 
culiarly calculated to accelerate the acquiſition of the object — 


THE PROCEEDINGS of the Convention, which aſſembled at 
Edinburgh in the cloſe of 1793, appear to your Committee to have 
been of ſuch importance, and to throw ſo much light upon the ſubject 
of this part of the Report, that it has been thought neceſſary to give a 
connected account of them in this place, with references to extracts 
from the minutes of that aſſembly inſerted in the Appendix; (Appen- 
dix F.) and, in order to render this account more compleat, it may be 
neceſiary ſhortly to recur to the proceedings of two other meetings 
which had taken place at Edinburgh at an earlier period. 

A number of perſons ſtiling themſelves a General Convention of de- 
legates from the ſocieties of *. Friends of the People throughout Scot- 
land, appear, from the papers laid before the Committee, to have 
aſſembled at Edinburgh on the 11th of December 1792, for the pur- 
poſe, as they alledged, of concerting meaſures for obtaining a Redreſs 
of Grievances, and for reſtoring the Freedom of Election, and an 
equal repreſentation of the People in Parliament. —This meeting was 
compoſed of a number of Perſons aſſembled from different parts of 
Scotland, and delegated by the various Clubs and Societies which had 
lately been eſtabliſhed in that Country under the name of The Friends 
of the People. — They amounted to about 190, amongſt whom were 
ſome Perſons of higher ſituation and rank in life, moſt of whom 
however afterwards diſcontinued their attendance.—Skirving, ſince 
convicted and tranſported by ſentence of the Court of Juſticiary, 
ated as their Secretary, and continued uniformly to act in tha 
capacity. 

After fitting a few days, this Convention appears to have adjourned 
to the end of April 1793, when they again aſſembled, though not in 
ſuch numbers as before, Skirving till officiating as their Secretary, 


and correſponding with all the Societies in Scotland, and ſeveral in 


England, on the fubje& of a Reform in Parliament. This Convention 
{eparated in four days, and appointed their next meeting to take place 
at Edinburgh on the 29th of October following. 
About the time when the firſt Convention ſeparated, in April 1793, 
a correſpondence ſeems to have commenced between Skirving (the de 
cretary) and various ſocieties in England ; and the ſyſtem of uniting 
all theſe ſocieties in Great Britain and Ireland, in common meaſures, 
appears to have been regularly ated upon. From a variety of letters 
found in the poſſeſſon of Skirving when apprehended at Edinburgh ” 
H 2 the 


the 5th of December 1793, it appears that he correſponded, as Secre - 
tary of the Scotch Convention, with the following ſocieties : 

The Society tor Conſtitutional Information, Crown and Anchor 
Tavern, London. | | 

The London Correſponding Society. | 
The Society of the Friends of the People, Free Maſon's Tavern, 
London. | 

The Sheffield Conſtitutional Society. 

Leeds Conſtitutional Society. | 

Nottingham Society for promoting a Parliamentary Reform ; and 

A Society at Norwich. 

The correſpondence with the Sheffield Conſtitutional Society com- 
mences in April 1793. 

Three letters from their Secretary were found in the poſſeſſion of 
Skirving, to whom they are addrefled, - | 

The 255 of theſe, incloſing a copy of the Petition then about to 
be preſented to the Houſe of Commons The ſecond, incloſing a ſet 
of reſolutions againſt the war, which the Secretary tranſmits, with a 
requeſt that they ſnould be adopted by all the Societies in Great Bri- 
tain—And the third, dated the 27th of May, (Vide Appendix F. 
No. 1.) after acknowledging the receipt of a letter of the 10th of 
that month from Skirving, communicating to the Skefheld Society the 
proceedings of the Convention at Edinburgh, which ſeparated in April, 
approves of its proceedings, and ſtates an addreſs made by their late 
Preſident to the Sheffield Society, which, after complaining of the late 
rejection of the Sheffield Petition in the Houſe of Commons, declares, 
that a Retorm in Parliament can zever be brought abeut but by the power- * 
ful interpofition of the great body of the people. 

(Vide Appendix F. No. 2.) The Society at Leeds begin their 
correſpondence with Skirving, by a letter of the 2gth of May 1793. 
by deficing fraternal communication with the Society at Edinburgh, re- 
queſting it> aſſiſtance and inſtruction, and that though their numbers 
are few, not exceeding 200, they are men, and determined to inſtruct 
their neighbours in their common intereſt. 

[Vide Appendix F. No. z.) On the 18th of May 1793, the 
Friends of the People, Free Maſon's Tavern, London, paſſed a vote of 
thanks to the Convention which had taken place the beginning of that 
year, for their zeal and activity in the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform, 
and recommended a continuance of the ſame ſpirit, Induſtry, and tem- 
per, during the receſs of Parliament. (18 May 1793. vide Appendix 
F. No. 4) This vote appears to have been tranſmitted to Skirving in 
a letter from the Secretary, which requeſts. that the vote of thanks 
might be communicated to the various Societies in Scotland. 

(23 July 1793, vide Appendix F. No. 5.) On the 23d of July, the 
Secretary of the Friends of the People wrote another letter to Skirving 
(apparently in anſwer. to a letter from him on the ſubject) in which is 
the follow ĩag paſſages — the plan of Delegates would be very im- 
proper in this cquatry at preſent. A very ſmall part of it indeed 
'* would be active for reform, If ſuch a meeting is attempted, it will 

** operate, 


(..6} 
operate, like many raſh ſteps of ſome who wiſh well to the cauſe, 


« much to its diſadvantage.” 

29 OR. 1793, vide Appendix F. No. 6) Another letter dated the 
29th of October, from the Secretary of the Friends of the People in 
London, addreſſed alſo to Skirving, acknowledges the receipt of ſeve- 
ral copies of the trials of Muir and Palmer, which he ſays he will 
bind up with the trial of Paine, and recommends to the Scottiſh Con- 
vention to avoid the yiolence which has done miſchief to the cauſe of 
Reform in England. | e 

The correſpondence of the London Correſponding Society with 
Skirving, previous to May 1793, does not appear; but a letter of the 
17th of this month, from the Secretary to Skirving, which has been 
already referred to, ſolicits a renewal of correſpondence, and more in- 
timate co-operation. | | 

To this an anſwer was returned by Skirving, dated 25th May 1793, 
which has alſo been before referred to, and has the following remarkable 

aſſages: | | 
Fee 15 we ſought only the extirpation of one ſet of intereſted men 
from the management of national affairs, that place might be given 
eto another ſet, without affeting the vital of the ſyſtem adverſe to re- 
form, this might be eaſily accompliſhed ; bur to cut up wide and 
deep rooted prejudices, to give effectual energy to the dictates of 
** truth in favour of public virtue and national proſperity, in oppoſi- 
* tion to ſelf and all its intereſted habits, and to withſtand and over- 
«« awe the final efforts of the powers of darkneſs, is the work of the 
«« avhcle, and not of a part ;—a work to which mankind, till this aw- 
ful period, were never adequate; becauſe never, ull n, diſpoſed to 
0 fraternize. | | 1 | 

Let us begin in earneſt to make up our minds relative to the extent 
of reform which we ought to ſeek, be prepared to juſtify it, and to 
«*« controvert objections. Let us model the whole in the public mind. 
„Let us provide every flake and ſtay of the tabernacle which we would 
« erect; ſo that when the tabernacles of oppreſſion in the palaces of 
„ambition are broken down, under the madneſs and folly of their ſup- 
««- porters, we may then, without anarchy and all dangerous delay ere& 
at once our tabernacle of righteouſneſs. 

[Vide Appendix E. 5 Oct. 1793.] On the 5th of October the Secre- 
tary of the London Correſponding Society again writes to Skirving, 
highly approving of the idea of a Convention, and expreſſing his belief 
that the London Correſponding Society will ſend delegates to it; 
Our freedom, as you juſtly obſerve, depends entirely og; ourſelves, 
*« and upon our availing ourſelves of this opportunity, which once loſk 
** may not be ſo ſoon recovered.” 

On the 8th of November, [8 Nov. 1793. Vide Appendix F. Nay 
7-] he again writes to the delegates Margarot and Gerald, then at Edin- 
burgh, informing them of what had been doing in the Society ſince 
there departure; and requeſts to be favonred ©* with the number of de- 
'* Jegates in the Convention, and the number from England alſo, and 
'* how the civil and military power reliſhes your meeting.“ 


On 
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On the 29th of November he again writes to them, ſ 2g Nov. 1793.] 
ſtating that the General Committee . are highly pleaſed with the pro» 
6c poſed union with our Northern brethren ; and beg you will uſe every 

** exertion in your power to eſtabliſh that deſirable union upon a firm 
and permanent baſis. It gives us great pleaſure and encouragement 
© to hear that the ſpirit of liberty is ſo flouriſhing in the north, and 
are happy to inform you that the ſame noble ſpirit is making a ra- 
pid progreſs in the ſouth.” | 
he inſtructions from the Correſponding Society to M t and 
Gerald, dated the 24th of October 149g, ſigned —_— Chairman and 
Secretary, were alſo found in the poſſeſſion of Skirving, They con- 
{iſt of nine different articles. By article iſt the delegate is inſtructed, 
that he ſhall on no account depart from the original object and prin- 
c ciples of this Society, namely, the obtaining annual Farliaments 
sand univerſal ſuffrage by rational and lawful means: 
d. To ſupport the opinion that repreſentatives in Parliament 
* ought to be paid by their conſtituents : 
«« 7th. That it is the duty of the people to reſiſt any act of Parlia- 
** ment repugnant to the original principles of rhe Conſtitution, as 
40 2 be every attempt to prohibit aſſociations for the purpoſe of 
6 reform,” 4 
The Inſtructions by the Society for Conſtitutional Information to 
their delegates were alſo found in the poſſeſſion of Skirving ; the = 
port of which have been already ſtated in the former report of the 
Committee, 
There was likewiſe found in the poſſeſſion of Skirving, [18 Nov. 
1793-] a letter from the Secretary of the Leeds Conſtitutional mma ty 
addreſſed . to the members of the Scotch Convention,” [ Appendix 
{No. 8.] and which is inſerted at full length in the Appendix. 
From the papers produced to the Committee, it appears that this 
Convention did accordingly aſſemble at Edinburgh on the 28th of Oc- 
tober laſt, to the number of about 150 perſons; and after fitting four 
days, in the hope of being joined by the delegates from England, they 
ſeparated, in the apprehenſjon that the Engliſh delegates did not mean 
| to attend. Two days afterwards Margarot and Gerald, with two o- 
| ther perſone, one of them a delegate from the London Society for Con- 
| ſtitutional latormation, and the other a delegate from Sheffield, arrived 
in Edinburgh. Skirviag immediately called together a new Conven- 
rion, to meet npon the 19th of November; and in an advertiſement | 
inſerted in the Newſpaper called Ihe Edinburgh Gazetteer, ¶ Appen- | 
dix F. (No, g.] and by hand bills, ſtrongly urged the neceſſity of the 
delegates throughout Scotland attending to this meeting. 

About the 4th or gth of November, Meſſrs. Hamilton Rowan and 
Butler, members of the Society of United Iriſnmen of Dublin, arrived 
at Edinburgh from Ireland, though with no immediate commiſſion on 
this buſineſs; but during the week they remained in that place, they 
with the Engliſh delegates, attended the meeting of the General Com- 
mitree of the Convention, in which it was agreed to receive theſe two 
gentlemen as delegates from the Society of United Iriſhmen. Mr. 

Hamilton 
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Hamilton Rowan rs to have acknowledged, by voluntary declara- 
tion before the Sheri of Edinburgh, that ke bad been folicited by let- 
ter from Scotland on the fubje& of ſending delegates from the Society 
of United Iriſnmen to attend the Scotch Convention; but he declined 
mentioning the names of the perfon or perſons who had ſo correſpond- 
ed with him. a ee e 
This Convention accotdingly met om the 19th of November, to the 
number of about 160, and rather a greater proportion of eountry dele- 
tes than before. Rowan and Butler were by this time returned to 
and. But the Engliſh delegates remained, and regularly attended 
the Convention as long as it continued to meet. 

During the three firſt days the Convention appears, from its minutes, 
to have chiefly employed itſelf on matters of form; but having on the 
22d November 1793, changed its title to that of The Britiſh Con- 
vention of delegates of the people, aſſociated te obtain univerſal ſuf- 
« frage, and annual parliaments,” they, in almoſt every particular, aſ- 
ſumed the ſtile and mode of proceeding adopted by the National Coa- 
vention of France, They divided themſelves into ſections— Commit- 
tees of organization, inſtruftions, finance, and fecrecy ; denominated 
their meeting fittings ; granted honors of fittings; made honorable 
mention in their minutes of patriotic donations ; enteted their minutes 
as made in the firſt' year of the Britiſh Convention; inſtituted primary 
Societies; provincial aſſemblies and departments; received from their 
ſections a variety of motions and reports—fome of which have the 
words Vive la Convention” — them, and end with © ca ira” 
—and ſome dated Firſt Tra of the Britiſb Convention, one and indivi- 
«6 b 125 Jin 30 0. * | 4a. > 8 ' 

= at laſt, on the 28th of November, with peculiar ſolemnity, 

fed a reſolution, which neceſſarily attracted the attention of the law 
officers of the Crown, the ringleaders, with all their papers, were ſeiz- 
ed, early pn the morning of the 5th of December, and carried before 
the proper magiſtrate for examination. The reſolution alluded to, and 
which appears from the minutes (extracts of which are ſtated in the Ap- 
pendix) to have been the ſubje& of frequent and deliberate confidera- 
tion, was deemed by the Convention as not expedient to be inſerted 
immediately in its proper place. The inſertion of it appears to have 
heen poſtponed till the cloſe of the Convention, and a blank was left 
for that purpoſe in the minutes. The motion, with the reſolutions 
founded thereon, was diſcovered amongſt the papers of the delegate from 
the Society for Conſtitutional Tntormation in London, and is of the 
following tenor : r | 

** Reſolved, That the following declaration and reſolutions be in- 
«« ſerted at the end of our minutes; viz. * | 

That this Convention, confidering the calamitous conſequences of 
** any act of the legiſlature which may tend to deprive the whole or any 
part of the People of their undoubted right to meet, either by them- 
** ſelves or by delegation, to diſcuſs any matter relative to their com- 
mon intereſt, whether of a public or private nature, and holding the 
ſame to be totally inconfiſtent with the firſt principles and ſafety of 
*« ſociety, 
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n ſociety, and alfo ſubverſive of our known, and acknowledged Con- 


© ſtitutional Liberties, do hereby declare, hefore God and the world, 


be that we ſhall follow the wholeſome example of former times, by 

pay ing no regard to any act which ſhall, militate-againſt the Conſti- 
« tution of our country, and ſhall continue to aſſemble and conſider of 
the beſt means by 2 5 we can accompliſh a real Repreſentation: of 
** the People, and Annual Election, until anne to deſiſt by ſupe- 
* rior force. 

„And we do reſolve, That the firſt notice, given for the-introduc- 
* tion of a Convention Bill, or any bill of a fimilac tendency to that 
* paſſed in Ireland in the laſt Seſſion of their Parliament: 

Or any bill for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, or the 
act for preventing wrongous impriſonment, and againſt undue dnlays 
jg trial in North Britain; 

Or in caſe of an invaſion ; or the admiſſion of any lodge troops 
*«© whatſoever into Great Britain or Ireland; 

All or any one of theſe calamitous r ſhall be a 685 
** to the ſeyeral delegates to repair to ſuch. place as the Secret Com · 
+« mittee of this Convention ſhall appoint ; and the firſt ſeven members 
*© ſhall have power to declare the Sittings permanent; ſhall conſtitute. a 
Convention, and twenty - one . to buſineſs; 

The Convention doth therefore reſolve, that each delegate, im- 
© mediately on his return home, do convene his conſtituents, and ex- 
« plain to them the neceſſity of electing a delegate or delegates, and 
*© of eſtabliſhing a fund, without delay, againſt any of theſe emergen- 
* cies, for his or their expence ; and that they do inſtruct the ſad de- 
legate or delegates t to hold themſelves 1 to depart at one hour's 
* warning.” 

Theſe reſolutions appear, from the minutes, to have been immediate» 
ly followed up by the appointment of a, Secret Committee, whoſe 
powers and mode of proceeding are preciſely and diſtinctly marked out 
in the minutes of the Convention. It is proper farther to ſtate, that 
on the 4th of December, the day preceding the. arreſt of the ringleaders, 
when they probably had either received information, or had ſuſpected 
from their own conduct that meaſures were to be taken againſt, chem, 
the Convention, on the motion of Margarot, unanimouſly reſolved, 

* That the moment of any illegal diſperſion of the Britiſh Conven- 
tion ſhall be conſidered as a ſummons to the delegates to repair to 
the place of meeting appointed. for the Convention of Emergency 
by the Secret Committee; and that the Secret Committee be 1 ln. 
«© ſtrued, without delay, to proceed to fix the place of meeting.” 

Upon the evening of the 5th of December, the Convention met, 
notwithſtanding the arreſt of their leading members on the morning of 
that day, and proceeded inſtantly to declaic themſelves permanent, an 
to meet in ſpite of the magiſtrates ; but were preyeated from proceed- 
ing further by the unexpected appearance of the magiſtrates, to whoſe 
authority they refuſed to ſubmit, until the Provoſt . city ſeized the 
Sheffield delegate, their Preſident, and compelled him to leave the 
chair. They again met on the evening of the 6th of MR - 
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houſe in the ſuburbs of the city, and were proceeding with the ſame 
violence as on the preceding evening, when the Sheriff of the county 
interrupted and diſperſed them. Since this period no public meeting 
has been held ; but they have continued to meet privately and in dit- 
ferent ſocieties, and appear ſtill to carry on a ſecret correſpondence 
with various parts of England and Scotland. An abſtract of the mi- 
nutes of this Convention, and of the moſt material motions and pro- 
ceedings held amongſt theſe perſons, and three letters to the Secretary 
of the Correſponding Society, are ſubjoined in the Appendix to this 
Report, | Appendix F. Nos. 10, 11; 12; and 13.] 


SUBSEQUENT to the diſperſion of the Scotch Convention, the plan 
for calling another Convention in England became the immediate object 
of the two Societies in London, An account of their proceedings for 
this purpoſe has already been laid before the houſe in the former report ; 
but in order to give a more connected view of the whole ſubject, your 
Committee have inſerted, in order of time, in the Appendix, the ſame 
proceedings to which they have already referred. Yout Committee 

aving obſerved; that the variation between the entry on the books of 
the Society for Conſtitutional Information, of the 1th of April 1794, 
and the entry of the report receiyed the {ame day, from the joint Com- 
mittee of the two Societies, is likely to be relied on, as tending to ſhew 
that the Society for Conſtitutional Information (Appendix C. 6 Dec. 
t793- 10, 24; Jan. 21. 28 Mar. 4. 11 April; and ꝙ May 1794.) did not 
concur with their Committee in the deſign of aſſembling a pretended 
General Convention of the people, have inſerted at full length in the 
Appendix all that appears in the hooks of the Cotiftitutioval Society on 
that ſubject. They have alſo thought it right to inſert the account 
given of this tranſaction, (Examination of Mr, Thompſon, Appendix 
G.) in the examination of Mr. Thompſon, a member of this Houſe, 
to which they refer. 

In purſuance of the plan which they have adopted, the Committee 
have next inſerted ſuch correſpendence and proceedings of the Societies 
in the country, as have paſſed ſince the diſperſion of the Convention at 
Edinburgh, with relation to the meaſures to be taken in conſequence 
of that event, and to their concurrence in the deſign, formed in Lon- 
don, for aſſembling another Convention in Er.gland. 

At a general meeting of delegates; (Apgooty H. Norwich; 24 Feb, 
1794.) held at Norwich, it was unanimouſly reſolved; that one or more 
delegates ſhall be ſent to the next General Conveation, as ſoon as called 
for by their London correſpondents. 

In a letter to the Secretary ot the London Correſponding Society, (Ap- 
xendix H. 29 April 1794.) from the Norwich Societies, they deſire to 
hap whether the Friends of the People conſent to a Convention, and 
whether they will take an active part“ Many of our friends are fully 
convinced of the neceſſity, legality, and ritionality of a Corrvention ; d 
nere avhether the time be expedient p. 

Some petſons, who deſcribe themſelves as Friends to a radical reform, 
(Appendix I. Newcaltle upon Tyne, 1& May 1794+) write from yew” 
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caſtle upon Tyne, to the Secretary of the Correſponding Society, that 
they dare aſſert the natural and unalienable Rights of Man, and have 
formed themſelves into Societies, which meet week ly, admitting none 
but known friends, and have aſſumed no name but that of newſpaper 
companies. — hey were in great ſpirits while the Britiſh Convention conti- 
nued to act; but after their ſuppreſſion, a damp was caſt on the whole. 
— Subſcriptions were ready to be ſent off the very night they were ſup- 
preſſed.— They wiſh to copy the example of the London Correſponding 
Society, and to know their views and intentions as ſoon as convenient; 
and deſiring to be favoured with the correſpondence of that Society 
they conculde, by expreſſing a hope that the hydra of tyranny and 
« impoſition may ſoon fall under the guillotine of truth and reaſon.” 
The Correſponding Society return an anſwer, in which they exhort the 
Society at Newcaſtle to be aſſured that the glorious reign of Liberty and 
Equality will, ere long, be eſtabliſhed, and modern Governments, with 
every appendage of wickedneſs and corruption, will flee from their genial 
influence.— They complain of the rapid advances of deſpotiſm in 
Great Britain, and expreſs their readineſs cordially to nite with eve 
Society in the three kingdoms, who have for their object a full and effec- 
tual repreſentation of the people ; they therefore have deputed fix of 
their members to meet fix members of the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information, to form a Committee of correſpondence and co-operation, 
— This Committee meets regularly twice a week, and any member 
«« delegated by your Society will meet with every information required, 
« We incloſe you a few of our reſolutions, entered into at our Gene- 
«* ral Meeting on the 14th of April, which will be ſufficiently expla- 
** natory of our ſentiments and views, We heartily concur with you 
in wiſhing that the hydra of tyranny and impoſition may ſoon fall 
under the guillotine of truth and reaſon.” 

A letter to the Seeretary of the London Correſponding Society, (Ap- 
pendix H. Halifax, 11 May 1794-) from the Secretary of the Conſtt- 
tutional Society at Sheffield, gives an account of a meeting at Halifax. 
The Friends of Peace and Reform at Halifax held a General public 
Meeting in the open air, on April 21ſt 1794, at which were many friends 
from Leeds, Wakefield, Huddersfield, Bradford, and the adjacent neigh- 
bourhood.—The Friends of Freedom, after the meeting, agreed to hold 
a General Meeting of delegates, in order to conſider of the meaſures to 
be a lupted by them preparatory ts a General Convention, —The people of 
Halifax were adviſed by the Society of Sheffield, 7% defer the meeting 
of delegates until further information from the Londm Correſponding Society 
on that ſubject; and for that reafon application was made to the Se- 
cretary of the London Correſponding Society, requeſting as early in- 
telligence as poſſible on that important buſineſs. 

The Society at Briſtol (Appendix H. Briſtol, 24 April 1994.) ap- 
plaud the reſolution of the London Correſponding Society for forming 
a norher General Convention, and ſtate that their increaſing numbers give 
them every reaſonable hope of ſoon being able more effectually to co - 
operate with that Society——They deſite a ſketch of the plan reſpecting 
the General Convention. In theanfwer of the London Correſponding 
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Society it is ſtated, that a printed circular letter from them has been 
determined upon, of which the Society at Briſtol may expect a copy in 
a few days.—This refers to the circular. letter for calling a Convention, in- 
ferted by your Committee in their former report. | 

Your Committee have theught it right in this place to call the at- 
tention of the Houſe to the proceedings of a meeting held at Sheffield 
on the 7th of April 1794, which form a very material part in theſe 
tranſactions; although it does not appear that at that meeting any re- 
ſolution was paſſed expreſſing an intention to ſend delegates to the in- 
tended Convention. 

Theſe proceedings conſiſt of an addreſs to the King; an addreſs to 
the Nation ; certain reſolutions; and ſpeeches (printed together with 
them, and) delievered on the ſame day by a perſon calling himſelf 
Henry Yorke, —The title is as follows: 


«© Proceedings of the public meeting held at Sheffield, in the open 
« air, on the 5th of April 1794; and alſo, an addreſs to the 
«© Britiſh Nation, being an expoſition of the motives which 
„have determined the people of Sheffield 7 petition the Houſe of 
„ Commons no more on the ſubjet of Parliamentary Reform,” 

In the courſe of theſe proceedings is was moved, That a Petition 
ebe preſented to the Houſe of Commons, for a reform in the repre- 
«« preſentation of the people in Parliament :” But ſo marked was the 
diſapprobation given by the whole meeting to this meaſure, that not 
one ſingle perſon ſecond? / the motion, but a moſt profound ſilence, in- 
terrupted only by a few murmurs, was obſerved. 

An account is afterwards given of one of Yorke's ſpeeches, in which, 
after ſpeaking of general hiſtory, there is the following paſſage : 

It muſt be granted that this experience is iinportant, Focauſe it 
e teaches the ſuffering nations of the preſent day in what manner to 
prepare their combuſtible ingredients, and humanifts in what manner 
e enkindle them, ſo as to produce with effect that grand political Explo- 
«* fon, which at the ſame time that it buries Deſpotiſm, already con- 
« yulſive and agonizing, in ruins, may raiſe up the people to the digni- 
« ty and ſublime grandeur of Freedom. 

«« When ſuch a revolution of ſentiment ſhall have diſperſed the miſts 
« of prejudice ; when, by the inceſſant thunderings from the preſs, the 
© meaneſt cottager of our country ſhall be enlightened, and the ſun of 
« reaſon ſhall ſhine in its fulleſt meridian over us, then the commanding 
&« weice of the whale People ſhall recommend the Five Hundred and Fifty - 
eight Gentlemen in St. Stephen's Chapel to go about their buſineſs.” 

The reſolutions adopted at the meeting were: 

* 1{, That the people being the true and only ſource of govern- 
ment, the freedom of ſpeaking and writing upon any ſubjeR, cannot 
ebe denied to the members of a free government, without offering the 
«« grofleſt inſult to the Majeſty of the People. 

« 2d. That therefore the condemnation of Citizens Muir, Palmer, 
« Skirving, Margarot, and Gerald to tranſportation, for expoſing the 
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„ 
'« corraptions of the Britiſh government, was an act better ſuited to 
the maxims of a deſpotic than a free gover ment | 

*« 3d. That the addrefs which has no been read, bz preſented to 
« the King, in behalf of the above perſecut-d patriots. | 

« 4th. That in every country where the people have no ſhire in their 
«« government, Taxation is Tyranny. . 

5 5th. That therefore a government is tyrannical or free, in propor- 
«« tion as the people are equally or unequallv repreſented. 

«©. 6th, Convinced of this truth, it is the opinion of this meeting 
e that the people ought to demand as a right, and not petition as a 
„ favorr, for Univerſal Repreſentation. 

+ 7th. That therefore we will petition the Houſe of Commons na 
© more, on this ſubject.“ | 


And laſtly, (after agreeing to a petition to the King reſpecting ne- 
gro ſlavery, and paſſing ſeveral reſolutions on that ſubject) That the 
© Committee of the Sheffield Conſtitutional Society be defired to ſee 
«« that the above reſolutions be carried into effeft; end that they prepare 
* an addreſs to the Britiſh nation, explanatory of the motives which 
** have induced this meeting to adopt the reſolution of no more peti- 
<< tioning the Houſe of Commons on the ſubje& of Reform.“ 


Ihe following paſſages are extracted from thus addreſs, 


7 Friends and Countrymen, 


* We have this day decided, with the exception of only one diſſen- 
*« tient voice, that the Houſe of Commons ſhall never again be petitzon- 
ed by us on the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform.” 

The addreſs then recites the words of the petition of the 8th of April. 
1793, “ That the Houſe of Commons is not in the juſt ſenſe of the 
* words what your petitioners are from form obliged to term it, viz. 
© the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled;“] and then 
proceeds in different paſſages as follows : | | 

Our petition was received with the utmoſt indignation by the 
© Houſe of Commons, which was no more than we expected, — 

© And although our petition was diſdainfully rejected becauſe not 
*« couched in language ſufficiently polite and reſpectful for the foe hun- 
« died and fh: eight gentlemen who ſit at the Houſe of Commons; yet, 
« believe us, tellow citizens, we are ſtill of opinion, that the matter it 
contained was not only juſt and proper, but we think that even the 
language which gave ſo much offence to the haorable gentlemen was 
* much tos polite and tos moderate for us, For if the Houſe of Commons 
* were the real repreſentatives of the people, we certainly had a right 
« to diftate, and not to petitien, becauſe they could be conſidered in no 
other light than as the organs of the public will; and if they refuſed 
to obey that will, they would be uſurpers and not repreſentatives. — 

© However the petition, ſuch as it was, being termed diſreſpectful, 
*«« was thrown out by a majority of 79, there being 29 only who vot- 
« ed for its being received, and 108 who voted againſt it, — 

«« Such imperious treatment rataer gives ararning than ſtrikes error. 

; « We 
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& > We ſaid to the Houſe of Commons, We are wronged and ag- 


3% us, and redreſs our grievances, or will you nat * 


cc 3 Will you 11 


0 F you will, aue Gall be ſatisfied ; if you will not, ave ſhall feek redreſs 
& ſome other way. This is the ſole queſtion with ut; and aue put it, as ave 
ir &« thought, in a me becoming flile to the Ilauſe of Commons. But our Pe- 
& zition being ſcouted, we Bal trouble them no mire with our coarſe and 
e. « unmannerly language.” It will be qur duty to proceed, as we have 
Yu « uniformly done hitherto, in enlightening the public Mind; and 
8 « when a complete Revolution of ſentiment ſpall take place, (as will ſhortly 
A . #< be the Caſe) in our Country, we ſhall open our Mouths ar that key 
« ave think moft agreeable to ourſelves.” * And our voice, together with 
1Q « that of our disfranchifed countrymen, will zeſemble, perhaps, the thunder- 
T ings rom Mount Sinai!“ | 
F &« Thoſe who have a Right to ſpeak in a dictatorial toxe, diferace them- 
he «1 ſelves by petitioning.” '— | 
* * Theſe eſſential principles are both eaſy and comprehenſive. On 
8 „ theſc we build onr right to reprefentation, and renounce the Idia 
ch * future Petitions, By theſe Maxims, we find that evecy Engliſaman 
ti- ** is free; and that in the Blectian of a Supreme Magiſtrate, or in the 
*« delegation of legiſlative powers, he concedes his actions to a certain 
*« fuperintendance, for the expreſs purpoſe of preventing liberty from 
** vaulting over its limits, and introducing a ſyſtem of univerfal vio- 
«« lence, injury, or licentiouſneſs. And although either of ge tau 
f* delegated pawwers be ſufficient to keep an individual to his duty, or ta 
n- «© eontroul every aſſociation in the community, yet they are always in- 
n- 16 ferior to the force which the auhole ſociety might exert, and are amenable 
: te to that ſociety, either in an aſſembly of the nation, or in @ deputation 
"il. * formed for the purpoſe, — * F | ; | 
the « As of Parliament, unleſs ſanRioned by the approving voice of the 
12. f* whole community, or their repreſentatives, are nothing leſs than arbi- 
nen ** !rary edits under different names, and hear a ſtrong reſemblance to the 
„ reſcripts of the Emperors, or the decretals of the Vatican.— 
the « What is the Conſtitution to us, if we are nothing to #? And 
© what is any government but tyranny, in which the people have no | 
10t *« ſhare ? The Conftitution of Britain, indeed, is highly extolled, as | 
un- *« the greateſt effort of human wiſdom ; ſo is the Conſtitution of 'Tur- | 
et, « key at Conſtantinople: But theſe are prejudices; and the long ty- 
it te ranny of prejudice /s verging (do a ſpeedh termination, — 
the «« Yes, countrymen, we demand Equality of Rights, in which is in- 
e * cluded Equality of Repreſentation; without which terror 1s law, 
ons «« and the obligations of juſtice are weakened, becauſe unſanctioned by 
ght the ſacred voice of the people. We are not ſpeaking of that viſion- 
no ** ary equality of property, the practical aſſertion of which would de- 
ſed * ſolate the world, and re-plunge it into the darkeſt and wildeſt bar- 
9 ** bariſm ; but that equality we claim is to make the Slave a Man, the 
ul, „Man a Citizen, and the Citizen an integral Part of the State; 70 
ot- '* make him a joint Sovereign, and not a Subject.“ 
The reaſons which induced the meeting at Sheffield to omit any re- | 
"rs ſolutions upon the ſubjeR of the intended Convention, have been dif. | 
We fy | | tinctly 
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tinctly ated, by two perſons who had been Secretaries to the Conſtitu- 
tional Society in that town. | | | 
From their examination it appears that a number of printed circular 
letters had been received at Sheffield from the Secretary to the London 
Correſponding Society, relative to a Convention, and that the Shef- 
field Society objected to the calling it at this time, but had no objection 
to the meaſure itſelf; that it was their opinion that the Britiſh Con- 
vention at Edinburgh ought to have ſecured the confidence of the peo- 
ple by a public addreſs to the nation, before they had yentpred to hit as 
a permanent body ; and that the addreſs from Shefheld to the nation, 
containing a recommendation that no more petitions ſhould be preſent - 
ed to Parliament, was intended to prepare the people for a Convention. 
While theſe proceedings were taking place in different parts of Eng- 
land, with a view to a General Convention, it appears from the infor- 
mation contained in the letters from the Secretary of State, which have, 
been already referred to, that meaſures of a ſimilar tendency were car- 
rying on with ru activity, and to a great extent in Scotland. The, 
appointment of delegates to attend a Convention to be aſſembled at 
ſome place in England at an early period, ſeems to have been very gene- 
rally recommended by the Committee at Edinburgh. | | 
The naming the place was for the preſent omitted, but it was promiſ- 
ed to be ſhortjy announced through the Secret Committee, in the ſame, 
manner as appears from the circular letter of the London Correſpond- 
ing Society (inſerted in the former Report) to have been intended in 
this part of the kingdom ; and the invitation to appoint delegates ap- 
pears to have been circulated by the ſame emiſſaries who were employ- 
ed by the Committee at Edinburgh, for the purpoſe of promoting the 
plan of arming thoſe with whom they were in correſpondence. 


f 

FROM a review of. theſe proceedings, it indiſputably appears that 
the immediate and oſtenſible object profeſſed to be aimed at by the 
meaſures which have been related (if tated within the narroweſt limits) 
was that of effecting no leſs fundamental a change in the frame of the 
Houſe of Commons, than the introduction of univerſal ſuffrage in 
the Election of it, and rendering the period of the election annual: 
That through the whole courſe of the correſpondence which has been 
carried on, and the concert which has been formed by different Soci- 
eties for this purpoſe, no idea has for a long time been pointed at, of 
obtaining this charge by any application to Parliament; that on the contra- 
ry anyſuch ideahas been ſpecifically and pointedly diſclaimed, recently 
by the formal and in ſome inſtances public reſolutions of the Societies 
in London, and many of thoſe in the country, and repeatedly, and 
from an early period, in the private correſpondence, either of the ſo- 
cieties or of their leading members, It has been expreſsly laid down, 
that more effeQual means than petitions muſt be tried. The expreſs 
object ſtated in the reſolutions for calling the propoſed general conven- 
tion of the people, or general meeting of the friends of liberty (under 
which ever of thoſe names it is to be deſcribed) was to conſider of 
the means of obtaining a full and equal repreſentation, not of he 
| t 4 
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thing to be obtained, but of the means of obtaining it, and this ſubſe- 


aent to the declarations laſt mentioned, that more effectual means 
— petitions muſt be tried. Theſe more effectual means could, in 
the very nature of the thing, conſiſt of but one of two poſſible Al- 
ternatives, either introducing this change in the frame of one branch 
of the legiſlature, by ſome other authority than that of the legiſlature 
itſelf ; or bringing that legiſlature, either by force or intimidation, a- 
gainſt its will, to lend its authority to that purpoſe, 

Accordingly the mildeſt terms in which, for a long time, the par- 
ties to this meaſures have deſcribed the mode by which they have ex- 
peed to attain their ends, have pointed at ſo extending and diffuſing 
theſe ſocieties, and eſtabliſhing ſuch an union and concert among them, 
as might ſpread their principles and opinions through every part of 
the country, and produce a declaration of the collective ſenſe of the 
people, in ſuch a manner, as to overcome all reſiftance. 

But on many other occaſions, and more opealy of late, the 1 
adopted has pointed more diſtinctly at the uſe of open force ; at the 
ſpecific object of actually aſſembling a pretended National Convention; 
at the neceſſity of preparing conrageon/ly for the STRUGGLE, which 
they muſt expect, before thoſe who were adverſe to their meaſures 
would yield to them; and at obtaining the redreſs which they profeſs 
to ſeek, not from Parliament, or from the executive government, but 
FROM THEMSELVES, and from THEIR OWN STRENGTH 
AND VALOUR, from their own laws, and not from the laws o 
thoſe whom they term their plunderers, enemies and oppreffors : And 
when the language to this effe repeatedly and deliberately nfed on ſo 
many occaſions, and in ſo many quarters, is combined with the means 
lately employed for providing an armed force, and with the other 
projects of violence and open attack on different branches of the exiſt- 
ing authority, which have appeared to be in the contemplation of ſome 
of the parties in theſe meaſures, it is impoſſible not to conclude, that 
it was by ſuch means, by their own ſtrength and numbers, by open 
force, defying and either overawing or ſuperſeding the authority of 
the legiſlature, that (in the extravagance of their imagination) they 
had formed the hope of accompliſhing their daring and deſperate 
deſigns. | 


But, extravagant and enormous as this project is, even on this ſtate- 


ment, it appears to your Committee to be by no means conſined even 


within theſe limits. The attempt to obtain a change in one branch 
of the legiſlature by force or terror, againſt the will of the whole, 
does indeed of itſelf include if ſucceſsful, at leaſt a tempory ſuſpenſion 
of all the exiſting powers of government, and could hardly be ſup- 
poſed to ſtop ſhort of an entire deſtruction of the Conſtitution, But 
from the whole tenor of the ſyſtem which has been ated upon, it is 
apparent that this was not merely the poſſible or probable conſequence 
of ſuch an attempt, but that the principles on which it was founded, 
and the mode by which it was intended to be executed, obviouſly and 
neceſlarily tending to ſuch a reſult. The principles on which the ſup- 
poſed right of univerſal ſuffrage was founded, were not ſuch as led 

merely 
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merely to the ſingle act of altering to that extent, the frame of the 
Houſe of Commons, and afterwards leaving the Houſe of Commons, 
thus modelled, in poſſeſſion; together with the Crown and the Houſe 
of Lords, of their former legiſlative authority, or the Crown in poſ- 
ſeſſion of its former executive power; but, while they led to an al- 
teration in the frame of the Houſe of Commons, they equally led, 
if carried to their natural extent, to the extinction and deſtruction of 
the other two branches of the legiſlature. 

A propoſition ſo extravagant may at firſt be difficult to he credited ; 
hut it appears to the Committee to be diſtinctly proved, from an exa- 
minatian of the nature of the principles themſelves ; from a conſider- 
ation of the ſyſtem as actually carried iato effect in France, and pro- 
poſed as a model by thoſe who were the chief actors in theſe proceed- 
1ngs in this country : and, by repeated declarations or acts, which eithet 
directly or by neceſſary inference point at the deſtruction of hereditary 
monarchy, hereditary nobility, and every diſtinction of orders and 
ranks in ſociety. | | 

YOUR COMMITTEE have ſtated to the houſe in their former 
report, that ſubſequent to the ſteps taken for the apprehenſion of the 
perſons ſuſpected of being concerned in the deſign which has been the 
ſuhject of this report, ſtrong indications had appeared of a diſpoſition 
to concert the means of telling ſuch meaſures as might be adopted 
for preventing the accompliſhment of the defign itſelf, or for bringing 
the authors or abettors of it to puniſhment, FJ 

It appears to your Committee, that immediately after the appre- 
henſion of ſeveral of the leading members of the London Correſpond- 
ing Society, a Committee was appointed, under the title of a Commit- 
tee of Emergency, for the expreſs purpoſe of counteracting the ſteps 
which had been taken by the Executive Government to check the fur- 
ther progreſs of the ſyſtem which has been detailed in this Report. It 
alſo appears that it has been made matter of deliberation, in the divi- 
ſions of the London Correſponding-Society, whether in the preſent ex- 
igency they ſhould proceed to addreſs the King, to petition Parliament, 
or to make an Appeal to the Nation at large : The latter propoſition 
was adopted; and, in conſequence of that deciſion, a paper has been 
printed and publiſhed under the name of the London Correſponding So- 
ciety, and which your Committee has every reaſon to believe to be au- 
thentic: I his paper contains the ſollowing paſſages; viz. That we 
intended to call a convention is a truth, which needed neither gene- 
ral warrants, armed mefſeagers, or ſecret committees to diſcover, 
*« fince it was accompanied by a reſolution, to make that intention 
„ knewn, by 200,000 printed copies of that day's proceedin But 
the purport aſcribed to the Convention, viz. the aſſuming 4 ative 
* pswer is a groundleſs falſehood: — The ſole intent was to diviſe 
means of attaining a complete repreſentative body, on the princi- 
« ples of univerſal ſuffrage, equal perſonal repreſentation, and 
* annual election; and awherever, or however, ſuck a body can be ob- 
*« tained, it will not be in the power of all the placemen and penſion- 
** ers in Sc. Stepren's Chapel to diſpute its Irgr/lative auuherity. We are 
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« aware that in theſe times of Conſtitutional bigotry, the laſt ſentence 
« may ſound unpleaſantly to mans, who do not deſerve to be conſi- 
«« dered as enemies to liberty: —We therefore wiſh it to be clearly 
« underſtood, that we ſpeak of a repreſentative body of the auhole 
« Nation, and not of any particular part or deſcription of men ;—And as 
«« the divine right of Kings is not at this time directly aflerted (at leaſt 
e in this country) by any, but the moſt extremely ignorant, we think 
„ jt ought to follow, as a natural conſequence, that the people are the 
* only legitimate ſource of authority; and it appears to us that the vain 
«« attempt to draw the medium between theſe opinions has produced 
* endleſs abſurdities and contradiftions, to the difgrace of our records 
« and law books. Among theſe the moſt conſpicuous is called the 
e abdication of Fames the ſecond, which phraſe (coined for the purpoſe) 
«« may be erher underſtood to mean his expulfion by popular authority, 
* or his voluntary reſignation ; if the former, it ſanfions the doctrine 
« which we have advanced; if the latter, we ſcruple not to call it a 
* national lie To the honour of Scotland, their parliament expli- 
« citly declared him baniſhed by authority of the people. But, Citizens, 
let us explain the truth: The expulſion of James the ſecond, and 
the eſtabliſhment of William the Third, though doubtleſs agreeable 
to the general wiſhes of the people, was not in point of form an att 
«* of the people, It was the act of a number of perſons, calling them- 
« ſelves a convention, but not regularly authorized by popular delegamum, 
and conſequently /alling under the deſcription of a faction; and this 
not merely in heory but in fact, for their unwillingneſs to acknow- 
edge the hf, power of the people was the reaſon of their adopt- 
ing the inexplicable phraſe above-mentioned, * | 

* The providing arms is another charge, on which we wiſh to ſpeak 
with caution ; leſt in aſſerting, which we do bal it is totally falſe--- 
« we ſhould be underſtood to admit that if it had been true, it would 
* have proved criminality, | 

We freely acknowledge, that ſome of our members have applicd 
& themſelves to the knowledge of arms; and far from defiring to make a 
«« ſecret of this circumſtance, we wiſh their example was fellowwed by the 
„ qwhale nation, We then need not fear invaſion, either from French- 
* men, Heſſians, or Hanoverians : Nor ſhould we eaſily be alarmed by 
the mock diſcovery of plots which never exiſted, , 

„We are perfectly convinced of the propriety of our opinions 
* reſpecting the rights of the people to have arms; and to regulate their 
* conſtitution. | 

It may be expected that we ſhould not conclude without exhorting 
the aſſociated Friends of Freedom to an a&ive perſeverance in the ob- 
&« je of their aſſociatians, but, judging from the conduct of our own 
members, we are happy in declaring that we think no ſuch exhor- 
tation neceſſary.” 

From theſe paſſages it appears, that ſince the apprehenſion of their 
leading members, aud the meaſures which have been lately taken in 
Parliament on the ſubject ot their deſigns, the London Correſponding 
Society have, openly avowed their intention to call a Convention for the 

| | purpoſe 
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purpoſe of devifing means to attain a complete repreſentative body, on 
the principles of annual election and of univerſal ſuffrage, without any re- 
ference whatever to Parliament, and (as far as can be collected from their 
own. intepretation of the phraſes which they have uſed to deſcribe the 
Houſe of Commons) with the further intention of arrogating to the 
body conſtituted according to the manner to be preſcribed by ſuch a 
Convention, the whole legiſlative authority of the nation. | 

It appears alſo that the London Correſponding Society admit tha 
ſome of their members have applied themſelves to the knowledge of 
arms; and although they deny 77 arms, they deſire not to 
be underſtood as admitting that if it had been true it would have proved 
criminality ; and they aſſert the propriety of their opinion reſpecting the 
rights of the people to have arms, and to regulate their conſtitution. 

And this open avowal of the deſign of calling a Convention, and of 
the fact of having applied themſelves to the uſe of arms, is accompanied 
with a declaration of their determined purpoſe to perſevere, with acti- 
vity, in the objects of their aſſociation; Objects which have been al- 
ready ſufficiently explained to the Houſe by reference to the acts of the 
Society, and to the profeſled principles of its leading members, 

IF the circumſtances which have been ſtated in this report appear to 
the Houſe in the ſame view in which, on the moſt attentive conſidera- 
tion, they have appeared to your Committee, it is ſcarcely neceſſary to 
ſtate any collateral matter in order to ſatisfy the Houſe how much the 
peace, ſafety, and happineſs of the country muſt have been affected by 
the further progreſs of the meaſures which have been ſtated. 

But if any thing were wanting to add to this impreſſion ; it would 
ariſe from the recolleion, that the incitement to internal commotions 
in other countries is the molt diftinguiſhing feature, both of the de- 
clared principles and of the uniform practice of France under their pre- 
ſent ſyſtem, and that in the. public acts of thoſe exerciſing the powers 
of government in that country, an intention of invading theſe king- 
doms, founded on the idea of receiving ſupport and aſſiſtance within the 
country, has been openly avowed. The caſe does not, however, reſt 
here,—It has come under the obſervation of your Committee, that re- 
cent meaſures have been actually taken by the ruling powers in France 
for endeavouring to aſcertain, both ia Great Britain and Ireland, the 
degree of co-operation and aſſiſtance which they might expect in any 
attempt of this nature, 

This communication does.not appear, from any evidence before the 
Committee, to have any immediate connexion with the Societies, whoſe 

proceedings have been the ſabjeRt of this report; but the connexion 
' With their general objects is ſufficiently evident, both from the nature 
of the thing, and from the particulars which have been ſtated in the 
courſe of the report. 

It is not immaterial to add, that in Ireland theſe communications ap- 
pear to have been directly addreſſed to a perſon acting in concert with 
the Societies here, one of their honorary members, and who has taken 


an active part in the courſe of the proceedings to which your Commit- 
tee have referred, _ a 
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YOUR COMMITTEE have, for obvious reaſons, omitted to an- 
nex to their report the evidence of icular witneſſes, by whom the 
facts above ſtated are ſupported ; and, for the ſame reaſons, they have 
ſtudiouſty forborne to mention the names of perſons and places, in all 
caſes in which they could be omitted with à proper attention to the 
neral object of their enquiry, and to the information which the Hguſe 
has a right to expect upon fo important a ſubject. 
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Appendix A. (No. 1.) 


PAPER diftributed amonſ the Fencibles. 


FxrenDs AND BreTHREN, | 


1 is with the greateſt pleaſure that your countrymen are informed, 
That ſuch is your attachment and love to them, and to your native 
country, that you manfully and firmly reſolve not to leave it upon any 
terms contrary to thoſe upon which you were at firſt engaged. Your 
countrymen love you, and their hearts would be as much wounded to 
— with yoz, as yowr's would be to be ſeparated from them, They well 

now that they are ſafe under the protection of their Fathers, their Sons, 
their Brothers in arms, and they neither wiſh nor deſire any other defen- 


ders. They hope and believe that your hearts are filled with the ſame 
ſentiments. 


The great maſs of the PEOPLE from amongſt whom you have been 


inliſted, have been repreſented to you as your enemies, Believe not the 


_ aſſertion, They have been taught to conſider you as foes; but they do 
not fear finding friends amon pt their brethren, 


Their cauſe and yours is the ſame: They are poor but they have 
honeſt hearts; hearts which ſympathize in your cauſe : they look for 
che ſame friendſhip and the ſame ſympathy in you. | 

They rejoice to hear, that you are becoming daily more convinced of 
the great truth, that the LAW ought to be the ſame to the Highlander 
and to the Loaulander, to the rich and to the poor, and that no man can 
be compelled to take up arms, by any authority whatſcever, unleſs his own 
znclinations prompt him to do ſo. | 

This truth has been hitherto carefully concealed from you, but it is 
not the leſs cettain. The will of your /aird, cannot WITHOUT your 
OWN CONSENT, ſeparate = from your families and friends, al- 

2 


though 
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though many of you may have experienced the exertion of ſuch a pow- 
er, however unjuſt, and however contrary to LAW, 

We reſpect and admire that principle which induces you, (though 
neceſſity has compelled you to take up arms) ſtill to perſiſt in remaining 
to defend your friends at home, and not to quit a country which holds 
pledged fo dear. | One "= 
When you are gone, where is their defence They may be either 
left guithout protection or may ſoon ſee their country over-run by Foreign 
Troops, ſuch as in time paſt have already ſhed the blood of your an- 
ceſtors without provocation and without remorſe, and who would feel 
perhaps as :ittle compunction in ſhedding heirt. 

Prepared for every deed of horror, theſe foreign mercenaries may vo- 
Hate the chaſlity of your wives, your fiſters, and your daughters, and when 
deſire is ſatiated cruelty may reſume its place in their hearts, as experi- 
ence has too well and too fatally ſhewn, and friends, parents, children, 
brothers, may be involved in one common ſlaughter, 

The cruel maſſacre of GLENCOE cannot yet be forgotten; are there 
not amongſt you, whoſe forefathers periſhed there? Their hearts throb- 
bing with kindneſs and hoſpitality were pierced with the daggers of their 
treacherous gueſts, and the feaſt prepared by the hand of unſuſpecting 
friendſhip, was cloſed with a ſcene of blood !—Such is the return for 
kindneſs and hoſpitality !—Such the protection which your families 
have to expect 28 © 

How will they then look around in vain for your protecting care, 
when perhaps you are fighting at a diſtance in a foreign land? - But they 
hope you will not forſake them. Stay, oh ſtay, an defend your fami- 
lies and your friends! 

FOR THAT PURPOSE ALONE YOU WERE ENLISTED. 
They are ready to come forward for you in the vindication of 
your Rights. | 

Thouſands join in the ſame ſentiments with y and ardently wiſh for 
your continuance amongſt them. The circumſtance which might re- 
quire you to quit your country have not yet taken place. — No invaſion 
has yet happened—You cannot be compelled to go—Leave not your 
country—Aſert your independence—Your countrymen will look up 
to you as their protefors and guardians, and will in their turn lift up 
their arms to protect and aſſiſt you. N | 

Duxpze April 12th 1794. 


Appendix A. (No. 2.) 
To the Landholders of the County of Perth. 


Gentlemen, 

Obſerving an advertiſement in the Edinburgh newſpapers requiring 
you to meet here on the 11th current to take into conſideration a plan 
of the Executive Government for the internal defence of the country, 
we, a number of the inhahitants of Perth and neighbourhood, conſiſting 
of upwards of three hundred effective men, deeply impreſſed with the 
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dangers which threaten the nation, and animated with that patriotiſm 
which proclaims to tae world that the ſafety. of the people is the ſu- 


preme law, make a voluntary offer of our ſervices to aſſiſt in protecting 


the liberties of the people from any encroachments, either from hoſtile 
invaders, or more dangerous internal foes, pledging ourſelves on the 


one hand to reſiſt every attempt to invade private property, and on the 


other to cruſh and ſubdue every unlawtul combination of the rich againſt 
the poor; and being ſenſible that the protection of the people's liber- 
ties is a truſt of ſuch . that it ought to be committed to thoſe 
only who are capable of diſcerning the eternal laws of juſtice, and of 
feeling and acting according to the force of principle, we pledge our- 
ſelves that none but true men, anſwering to this deſcription, ſhall be 
allowed to enter our band; becauſe, independent of the palpable ab- 
ſardity of — our defence to criminals, we diſdain the mean 
ſhift of crimping, and ſweeping priſons. 

It is on the foregoing principles that we offer our ſervices to the 
county, on the following terms, as a body of infantry troops. 

Firſt, We conſider theſe principles as the beſt ſecurity for preſerving 
order; and as military law muſt be very diſagreeable, and is wholly 
unneceſſary to men of our peaceful habits of lite, we therefore require 


that every offence ſhall be tried by a Jury choſen from among ourſelves. 
Second, As we are for the moſt part ſettled in buſineſs, or have fa- 
milies of our own, we muſt therefore expreſsly ſtipulate, that unleſs an 


invaſion ſhall take place in a neighbouring part of the country, we ſhail 


not be carried out of the county without our own conſent, declared by 


a council choſen by ourſelves, and held for that purpofe. Ee 
Third, We require to have the ſole power ot chooſing our own offi 
cers from among ourſelves, and of caſhiering and placing them in the 
ranks, at every month's end, if neceſſary. 
Fourth, We require that the county, or government, ſhall furniſh us 
with arms and military ſtores, together with every other equipment ne- 
ceſſary for the purpoſes of defence. | | 
On the other hand, we engage to find Serjeants in our own body, 


qualified to train and diſcipline the men, and ſhall require no pay, unleſs 


: 


called out to actual ſervice. 


This plan we conſider as greatly preferable to that of raiſing troops 
of cavalry, as propoſed in ſome counties, for the following reaſons : 

Firſt, That the horſes being taken from the purpoſes of agriculture, 
muſt be very hurtful to the country. | 

Second, Cavalry are extremely expenſive ; and in addition to the 
preſent enormous burthen of foreign troops, together with our own, 
will fall heavy on Government. 

Third, They will require fix or nine months to train them; where- 
as we engage to be ready in four weeks from the time we are embodied, 
for actual ſervice. | | 

Fourth, Without an adequate body of Infantry, Cavalry are wholly 
incapable to repel an invaſion, and are only fit for purſuing a flying e- 
nemy, or running down an unarmed multitude, 

Fifth, 
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Fifth, We engage, when properly trained, to beat off double our 

own number of the beſt Cavalry that can be brought againſt us. 
We alſo promiſe to double or triple our number, upon a day's notiee 
being given, if thought neceſſary. 

Ihe Committee are inſtructed, by a general meeting of the volun- 
teers, to adhere to their former principles, which are exactly the ſame 
as preſented to the General of the landholders. 

(Signed Robert Henderſon, Shoemaker. 
Matthew Calderwood, Do. 
John Johnſon, Weaver. 
David Smith, Do. 
James Hakſtoun, Do. 
Robert Sands, Do. | | 
Andrew Fitkethly, Shoemaker. 


COP k.) 
Minutes of General Meeting, 11 April, 1794. 

The Preſes produced a letter which had been handed to him, ſigned 
by Robert Henderſon, Robert Sands, Matthew Calderwood, David 
Smith, Andrew Pitkethly, and Thomas Smith, relative'to an offer of 
their ſervices, and of others who had previouſly preſented an unſigned 
petition to the meeting (but which had been withdrawn) for the inter- 
nal defence of the country: Which letter being read, the meeting rc- 
mit to the Committee appointed for carrying into execution the reſo- 
lutions of this meeting, relative to the raiſing of two or more troops of 
Fencible Cavalry for the internal defence of the county. 

Copy letter referred to in minutes of 11 April, 1794. 
To the Preſident of the Meeting of Landholders of the County of Perth, 
2 y aſſembled in the Sheriff Court-Room. 
Preſident, 

We ſent in a number of propoſals into Court to be preſented by Co- 
lonel Erſkine, which we underſtand are thrown out becauſe they have 
no ſignatures affixed : We are deputed by theſe perſons, who offer their 
ſervices, and are ready to appear in open court to give every ſatisfaction 
reſpecting the matter; we therefore requeſt that you will bring forward 
the propoſals, and we ſhall be ready to wait on you when called upon. 
Preſident, we are yours. (Signed) Robert Henderſon, Robert Sands. 
Matthew Calderwood, David Smith, Andrew Pitkethly, Thos. Smith, 


P. 8. The deputation is in Mr. Murray's, at the back of the jail, 
Half paſt Five 


o'Clock, P. M. 


Minutes of Committee, 12th April, 1794. 

The Committee having examined the letter which was referred to 
their conſideration by the general meeting yeſterday, which letter has 
a reference to a previous petition-preſented to the meeting of yeſterday, 
hut afterwards withdrawn, they find it impoſlible to deliberate on that 
ſubject at preſent, neither having the original petition, nor any plan 
reſpecting the mode of internal defence pointed out by the petitioners, - 
before them; they therefore deſire Mr, Paton to deliyer a copy of this 


ſixth 
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fixth reſolution of the Committee to the petitioners, ſo as they may 
tranſmit their original petition, and may communicate any plan which 
have to offer relative to the internal defence of the country, which 
will be paid N attention to by the Committee at their next meeting. 
Ser , 

: 3 of Committee, 25 April, 1794. 

The Committee again conſidered the letter ſigned by ſix perſons, 
and received the original petition there referred to, with an addition 
ſince made to it, and the ſubſcription of ſeven individuals adhibited 
thereto ; and were informed by theſe perſons that the reſolutions con- 
tained in the original petition were agreed to at a meeting, called 
means of a printed hand-bill paſted up in the ſtreets of Perth, and held 
on the North Inch laſt Wedneſday evening; at which meeting they 
were alſo informed that the ſame perſons reſolved on preſenting a peti- 
tion to His Majeſty on behalf of Muir, Gerald, and the other perſons 
who have lately been ſencenced to be tranſported for the crime of ſe- 
dition ; the Committee are of opinion that zeal diſplayed by individu- 
als, in offering their ſervices to defend their country againſt the unjuſt 
aggreſſion of the cruel and rapacious foreign enemies we are now en- 
gaged in war with, is commendable in them as Britiſh ſubjects, warmly 
attached to their King, and to our glorious and happy Conſtitution: 
But, after conſidering the plan ſuggeſted, they are of opinion that it is 
liable to ſuch objections, that they cannot give it any countenance or 
ſupport ; but they beg to recommend to thoſe individuals now tender- 
ing their ſervices for the purpoſe of repelling the meditated attacks of 
the inhuman, ferocious, and irreligious rulers of that unhappy and de- 
voted country, France, either to make an offer of their ſervices indivi- 
dually to the officers of the Perthſhire Fencible Cavalry, or, if they 
prefer being in a Corps of Infantry, to inliſt into ſome of the Regiments 
of Foot now raiſing, They alſo beg to inform the individuals who have 
thus profeſſed their attachment to the county, that it will be expected 
they will uſe their beſt endeavours, by avoiding all tumultuous meet- 
ings, to preſerve good order in the town of Perth and its vicinity. 


1 Att. 


Appendix B. (No. 1.) 


Secretary to the London . to the Norwich Conſtitutional 
ociety. 
Fellow Citizens, London, 17th Oct. 1793. 
WE have to acknowledge at once, your Favours of the 3d Sep- 
tember, and 14th inſtant. Multiplicity of buſineſs prevented 
my anſwering your firſt ; but will now inform you that the ſpirit ſhewn 
in it gave great ſatisfaction to our Society at large. Ihe rejoicings for 
the capture of Valenciennes were not confined to Norwich alone. The 
ignorant every where elſe throughout the nation betrayed their imbeci- 
lity on the But the taking of a town, the 8 nf 
4 thouſan 
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thouſands of liuman beings, the laying waſte whole — or the 


enſlaving a nation (howeyer great evils they may be) can only retard 
for a ſmall ſpace of time the progreſs of truth and reaſon :—Be not 
diſheartened, therefore—purſue your plan, inſtruct mankind, and con- 
ſtitutionally ſet your faces againſt exiſting abuſes : Be aſſured that many 
are your friends ho only avait a favourable opportunity to openly join us, 
while our enemies have much enteebled themſelves and their cauſe by 
their arbitrary exertions. Deſpotiſm is at its laſt gaſp—One or two 
campaigns more will terminate its exiſtence. 
Me are glad to ſee that you begin to make a proper uſe of delega- 
tion : Where hodies of men are too numerous to be convened eaſily 
on every occaſion, delegation is the beſt, and indeed only way to obtain 
the general opinion. Scotland, improving on the idea, have not only 
ſummoned their own delegates, but alſo invite thoſe of every other ſo- 
Ciety to attend a kind of Conventi-n, which is to be held at Edinburgh 
on the 2gth inſtant. The incloſed paper, which I, previous to the 
communicating your letter to our Committee {which will meet only 
to-morrow) make haſte to tranſmit to you, will ſhew you that your So- 
ciety is included in the general invitation to ſend delegates to that 
meeting—which we exhort you to do, if you poſſibly can. I firmly 
believe our Society will not miſs the opportunity of doing the ſame. 
We have juſt publiſhed a new edition of the Engliſnman's Rights, or 
A Dialogue between a Barriſter and a Juryman, being an excellent 
work, publiſhed firſt by Sir John Hawles, knight, Solicitor General to 
King William the Third. It is a book that ought to be in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of every one, as it contains the rights and duties of a Furyman. 
Send us word if you can vend a certain number of them in your neigh- 
bourhood—-we ſell them only three ſhillings per dozen, but the retail 
price is four pence apiece. I am moſt ſincerely, my fellow citizens, 
and brethren in a good cauſe, your humble ſervant, 


Appendix B. (No. 2.) 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the London Correſponding 
Society to Norwich. 
Fellow Citizens, London, January 11, 1794. 

I have juſt received a letter from Citizen Margarot, at Edinburgh, 
with ſome of the Edinburgh Gazetteets, where you will ſee that Citi- 
zen Skirving is found guilty, and ſentenced for fourteen years tranſpor- 
tation to Botany Bay. Margarot's trial comes next ; he meets it with 
great firmneſs and reſolution, I ve no time to make my comments 
on the proceedings, but 1 think our opponents are cutting their own 
throats as faſt as they can, —Now is the time for us to do ſomethin 
worthy of Men. The brave defenders of liberty ſouth of the Englifh 
Channel are performing wonders, driving their enemies before them like 
chaff before the whitlwind. Margarot tells me, that he has not time 
to write to you juſt now, but he hopes to have time very ſoon, when 
bis trial is over, and immured in a priſon. 'The London Correſpond- 
ing Society is to have a general meeting and an anniverſary wor 
| onday 
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Monday the 20th inſt. at the Globe Tavern, Strand. I have ſeat you 


ſome of Margarot's and Skirving's indictment, with two copies of a 
pamphlet on brewing——he is a member of our ſociety, the author; 
if you approve of it you may put it in practice, and be a great ſaving 
to many families, alſo a diminution of the revenue, for every one brew- 
ing their own beer pay no duty for it. Excuſe haſte. I till remain, 


&cC, 43 (Signed) — — 
Appendix B. (No. 3.) 
Copy of a Letter from Mr. Maurice Margarot to the Norwich United 
Societies. 
2 Spithead, the ioth of March 1794. 


Worthy Friends and Fellow- Citizens, 
Oar ſtay here being longer than was at firſt expected, I avail myſelf of 
that delay to acknowledge the receipt of twenty pounds from your So- 
ciety, which has been delivered to me by Thomas Hardy, our Secretary, 
to whom you had remitted them, and who has been down here purpoſely 
to ſee me, and make ſome arrangements for the future, but whoſe bu- 
fineſs has called him back to London before any thing could be ſettled 
between us.—At firſt he ſeemed to think that the money was meant by 
you to be divided among the four who are now ſuffering together; but, 
on my acquainting him that thoſe gentlemen were iatinirely better of 
than myſelf in that reſpect, inſomuch that they are continually receiving 
private preſents, and are moreover ſupported by many noblemen — | 
rich members of Parliament, theſe latter ſeeking only (I much fear) to 
make a party affair of it, that he gave the money to my own diſpoſal. 
If, however, you meant otherwiſe, your intention ſhall be complied 
with immediately on its being made known to me.—So much for pe- 
cuniary affairs, T his morning ten ſhips of war hare left Spithead for 
the channel, and it is here reported that the Breft fleet is aut: Rumoar, always- 
magnifying things, ſays there are 70 ſail of French at ſea ; if fo, there muſt be 
a number of tranſports among them, and a deſcent may probably be the con- 
Sequence, —For God's ſale, my worthy friends, do not relax in the cauſe of 
freedom — Continue as you have begun---Conſolidate your own Societies 
Unite with others — Perſevere, and make no doubt but ſooner or later your 
endeavours will be crrauned with ſucceſs. ] have alſo to thank you for 
the affectionate addreſs I received from you. Be aſſured that my utmoſt 
ambition will ever be to deſerve your confidence and your eſteem. The 
tide of fortune, however ſtrongly it may run againſt our cauſe at pre- 
ſent, muſt ſoon have a turn: The eyes of mankind will naturally o- 
pen when their pockets empty, and their blood ſpills, they will aſk 
each other, for whom are we thus ſacrificing ourſelves, and murdering 
others? What advantage reſults to us from all this expenditure and 
ſlaughter? And by intertering in the government of another country, do 
we not ſet other nations an example to interfere with our own govern- 
ment, and to model it as they think proper? Should they do fo, pape- 
ry and deſpotiſm muſt be our lot-- May Gracious Providence ayert it; 
| may 
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may we all to a man be determined to live free or die! In my exile 
nothing would afflict me ſo much as to hear that my country was enflay- 
cd, and that my countrymen hugged their chains. I truſt however the 
national ſpirit of Britons will prevent it. Adieu, my dear friends; 
and ever remember Your faithful 

M. MARGAROT, 
P. S, This day a mock debate concerning our ſentence is to take 
place in P————, 


Appendix C. 


Extracts from the Book containing the Proceedings of the Conſti- 
; tutional ociety, 


A a Meeting held at the Secretary's Took's. court Chancery - lane, 
Friday, 23d March 1991. | 

. Reſolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to Mr. Thos. Paine, 
for his moſt maſterly book, intituled “ The Rights of Man“ in which 
not only the malevolent ſophiſtries of hireling ſeribblers are detected and 
expoſed to merited ridicule, but many of the moſt important and be- 
neficial political truths are ſtated, ſo irrefiſtibly convincing as to pro- 
miſe the acceleration of that not very diſtant period when uſurping bo- 
rough ſellezs, and profligate borough buyers, ſhall be deprived of what 
they impudently dare to call their property—the choice of the repreſen- 
tatives of the people. 1 
The Conſtitutional Society cannot help expreſſing their ſatisfaction 
that ſo valuable a publication has proceeded from a member af that 
Society; and they ſincerely hope that the people of England will give 
that attention to the ſubjects diſcuſſed in Mr. Paine's treatiſe, which 
their manifeſt importance ſo juſtly deſerve. | 

Reſolved, That the foregoing reſolutions, and all future proceedings 

of this Society, be regularly ttanſmitted by the Secretary to all our 
1 Conſtitutional Societies in England, Scotland, and 

rance. 


Reſolved, That the above reſolutions be publiſhed in the papers. 


At a Meeting, iſt April 1791. 


Reſolved, That the Reſolutions of this Society, recommending 
Paine's book, The Rights of Man,” and publiſhed in ſeveral of the 
papets, be re-publiſhed in the following; viz, General Evening, Morn- 
ing Poſt, World, Engliſh Chronicle, Sherborne, Leeds, York, Briſtol, 
Nottiogham, and Birmingham. | | 


At a Meeting, 22d July 1791. 


| Refolved, That the original and tranſlation of an addreſs communi. 
cated by the Rey. Doctor Towers, from the Society at Nantz, be en- 
tered on the books of this Society. _ 8 
The tranſlation is entered. 


At 


( 
At a Meeting, 4th March 1792. 
Read the following letter from the Revolution Society at Norwich, 
to the London Society for Conſtitutional Information. 
The Norwich Revolution Society wiſhes to open a communication 


with you at this time, when corruption has acquired a publicity in 


the Senate, which exacts from the honour of the Britiſh nation renew- 
ed exertions for Parliamentary Reform, Without prejudging the pro- 
babable event of ſuch anapplication to the Legiſlature, this Society is 
willing to circulate the Information, and to co-operate in the meaſures 
that may ſeem heſt adapted to further ſo defireable and ſo important an 
end. The Society is willing to hope the redreſs of eyety exiſting grie- 
vance at the hands of a government reſulting from an extraordinary 
convocation in 1688, of all who had, at any preceding time, been 
elected repreſentatives of the people, aſſiſted by the Hereditary Coun- 
ſellors of the nation, and a peculiar deputation from the metropolis ; 
which National CONSTITUTING Aſſembly caſhiered for miſcon- 
duct a King of the Houſe of Stuart. The opinions and principles of 
this Society are beſt explained by an appeal to their literary repteſenta- 
tives. To James Macintoſh, author of Vindiciz Galliciz, this Socie- 
ty offers the tribute of its approbation and gratitude, for the knowledge, 
the eloquence, and philoſophical ſpirit with which he has explained, de- 
fended, and commented on the Revolution of France. It hefitates to 
aſſent to this only ot his opinions, that ** there are but two intereſts in 
*« Society, thoſe of the rich and thoſe of the poor.“ If ſo what chance 
have the latter ? 

Surely the intereſts of all the induſtrious, from the richeſt merchant 
to the pooreſt mechanic, are in every community the ſame to leflen 
the numbers of the unproduRtive, to whoſe maintenance they contri- 
bute, and to do away ſuch inſtitutions and impoſts as abridge the means 
of maintenance, by reſiſting the demand for labour, or by ſharing its 
reward: As the means molt conducive to this comprehenſive end, the 
Norwich Revolution Society defires an equitable Repreſettation of 
the People. | | | 

The Rights of Man, by Thomas Paine, and the Advice to the pri- 

viledged ders, by Joel Barlow, have alſo been read with attention, 
and circulated with avidity. They point out with clearneſs moſt of 
the abuſes which have accumulated under the Britiſh Government; 
they attack with energy moſt of the prejudices which have tended to 
perpetuate them, 
Internally our Society is thus organized: Any perſon propoſed and 
ſeconded by a member, is received, on paying an admiſſion fine, and 
obliging himſelf to an annual contribution towards the purchaſe of 
books for the uſe of the ſociety, and for circulation among the conſe- 
derated Clubs. The members aſſemble twice, monthly.. A Committee 
of Correſpondence is periodically elected by ballot, to ſelect books, 
and to conduct the other literary buſineſs. A Committee of "Twelve 
is periodically named hy acclamaticn, to attend ſeverally the meetings 
of the various confederated Clubs, which are invited in like manner to 
depute a member to the a, Rt of this, 
| 2 


The 
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The Clubs are now ſeven in number, and more are expected to an- 
nounce their adherence. The Norwich Revolution Society, propoſing 
to extend this form of combination, recommends for admiſſion into 
the London Society for Conſtitutional Information twelve perſons. 


Norwich, 26 April, 1792. 


Ar a Meeting, 16th March 1792. 


The Chairman of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, eſta- 
bliſhed at Mancheſter, having communicated to this Society their re- 
ſolutions of thanks to Thomas Paine, for the Publication of his 
Second Part of the Rights of Man; combining Principle and 


17 Practice.“ | 
Bull's Head Inn, Mancheſter, 13 March 1792. 
At a Meeting of the Mancheſter Conſtitutional Society, held this 


day, it was unanimouſly reſolved, 

That the thanks of this Society are due to Mr. Thos. Paine, foi the 
publication of his Second Part of the Rights of Man; combining 
«« principle and practice,“ a work of the higheſt importance to every 
nation under Heaven, but particularly. to this, as containing excellent 
and practicable plans for an immediate and conſiderable reduction of 
the public expenditure; for the prevention of wars; for the extenſion 
of our manufactures and commerce; for the education of the young; 
for the comfortable ſupport of the aged; for the bettet maintenance 
of the poor of every deſcription; and finally, for leſſening GREAT - 
LY, ana WITHOUT DELAY, the enormous Load of Taxes under 
which this country at preſent labours. | 

That this Society congratulate their country at large on the influ- 
ence which Mr. Paine's 88 appear to have had in procuring 
the repeal of ſome oppreſſive taxes in the preſent Seſſion of Parliament; 
and they hope that this adoption of a ſmall part of Mr. Paine's Ideas 
«will be followed by the moſt lrenuous exertions to accompliſh a complete Re- 
form in the preſent inadequate State in the Repreſentation of the People ; 
and that the other great plans of public benent which Mr. Paine has 


ſo powerfully recommended will be ſpeedily carried into effect. 
Signed ————— Preſident, 


Secretary. 


Ordered, That the Secretary return to the Chairman of the Society 
at Mancheſter the thanks of this Society, for his communication ; at 
the ſame time aſſuring him that this Society does heartily concur in 


the above reſolution, 
Reſolved, That the above Reſolutions be publiſhed in the papers. 
At a Meeting, 23d March 1792. 


Reſolved, That rhe following be publiſhed in the Morning Chroni- 
cle, World, Poſt, Times, Argus, Engliſh Chronicle, and General 
Evening. | 


© Society 


* 


1 
Society for Conſtitutional Information, London, March 23d 


© 1792. This Society having received the following and other com 
% munications from Sheffield; viz, 


Sheffield. 
Society for Conſtitutional Information [14 March 1792.] 


This Society, compoſed chiefly of the ManufaRurers of Sheffield, 
began about four months ago, and is already increaſed to nearly TWO 
THOUSAND MEMBERS, and is daily increafing, excluſive of the 
adjacent towns and villages, who are forming themſelves into ſimilar 
ſocieties. | 

Conſidering, as we do, that the want of knowledge and information 
in the general maſs of the people has expoſed them to numberleſs im- 
poſitions and abuſes, the exertions of this Society are directed to the 
acquirement of uſeful knowledge, and to ſpread the ſame as far as our 
endeavours and abilities can extend. . 

We declare that we have derived more true knowledge from the two 
works of Mr. Thomas Paine, intituled © Rights of Man,“ Part the Firſt 
and Second, than from any other author or ſubject. The Practice as 
avell as the Principle of Government is laid dawn in thoſe works, in a man- 
ner fo clear, and irreſſtibly convincing, that this ſociety do hereby reſolve 
to give their thanks to Mr. Paine for his two ſaid publications, intitled 
„Rights of Man,” Parts 1 and 2d. Alfo, | 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this ſociety be given to 
Mr. Paine, for the affectionate concern he has ſhewn in his ſecond work 
in behalf of the poor, the infant, and the aged; who, notwithſtanding 
the opulence which bleſſes other parts of the community, are, by the 
grievous weight of taxes, rendered the miſerable victims of poverty and 
wretchedneſs, | 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That this ſociety, diſdaining to be confider- 
ed either of a miniſterial or oppoſition party, (names of which we are 
tired, having been fo often deceived by both) do ardently recommend 
it to all their fellow citizens, into whoſe hands theſe reſolutions may 
come, to confer ſeriouſly and calmly with each other on the ſubject al- 
luded to, and to manifeſt to the world that the ſpirit of true liberty is 
a ſpirit of order; and that to obtain juſtice it is conſiſtent that we be 

Juſt ourſelves. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That theſe reſolutions be printed, and that 
a copy thereof be tranſmitted to the Society for Conſtitutional Infor- 
mation in London; requeſting their approbation for twelve of our 
friends to be entered into their ſociety, for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing 
a connection and a regular communication with that, and all other ſi- 
milar ſocieties in the kingdom, 


By order of the Committee. 
(Signed) —————, Chairman. 
« Ordered, That the Secretary do return the thanks of this Society 


** to the Society tor Conſtitutional Information eſtabliſhed at Sheffield ; 
a 60 and 
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4% and that he expreſs. to them with what friendſhip.and affeRion this 
« ſociety embraces them as brothers and fellow-labourers in the ſame 
« cauſe, That he do aſſure them of our intire concurrence with their 
« opinion, viz. That the people of this country ate not, as Mr. Burke 
s terms them, Swine, but rational beings, better qualified to ſeparate 
« truth from error than himſelf, poſſeſſing more honeſty, and leſs craft. 

«« Reſolved, that this ſociety will, on Friday next, March 3 1, bal- 
< [ot for the twelve aſſociated members, recommended by the Sheffield 
« Committee, and approved at this meeting.” 

EG Hts (Signed) » Chairman. 
At a Meeting, zoth March, 1792. 

The twelve gentlemen recommended by the Sheffield Society, were 
unanimouſly elected. | 

Kead a letter, with encloſed reſolutions, from the Secretary to the 
Correſponding Society, London. : | 


« citated. . 
«© Refolyed, That nothing but non- age, a privation of reaſon, or 
« an offence againſt the general Rules of Society can incapacitate him. 
« Reſolved, That it is no leſs the right than the duty of every citi- 
c zen to keep a watchful eye on the government of his country, that 
te the laws by being multiplied do not degenerate into oppreſſion ; and 
„that thoſe who are intruſted with the government do not ſubſtitute 
« private intereſt for public advantage. 
% Reſolved, That the people of Great Britain are not properly re- 
4 preſented in Parliament. 
% Reſolved, That in conſequence of a partial, unequal, and inade- 
«« quate repreſentation, together with the corrupt method in which re- 
«« preſentatives are elected, oppreſſive taxes, unjuſt laws, reſtrictions of 
liberty, and waſting of the public money, have enſued. | 

« Reſolved, That the only remedy to thoſe evils is a fair and im- 

« partial repreſentation of the people in Parliament. EY 
«« Reſolved, That a fair and impartial repreſentation can never take 
« place until partial privileges are aboliſhed ; and the ſtrong tempta- 
*« tions held out to electors affords a preſumptive proof that the repre- 
« ſentatives of this country ſeldom procure a ſeat in Parliament from 

the unbought ſuffrages of a free people. 
« Reſolved, That this Society do expreſs their abhorrence of tu- 
*« mult and violence; and that, as they aim at reform, not anarchy, 
*« reaſon, firmneſs, and unanimity be the only arms they employ, or 
«« perſuade their fellow citizens to exert againſt abuſe of power. 
«« Ordered, That the Secretary of this Society do communicate the 
*« aforegoing to the Societies for Conſtitutional Information eſtabliſhed 
in London, Mancheſter, and Sheffield. | 
| By order of the Committee. 
(Signed) — _ 
| Secretary,” 
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« Reſolved, That the Secretary of this Society do expreſs to the 
« Correſponding Society the extreme ſatisfaction which we have receiv- 
sed by the above communication; and to aſſure them of our defire 
« to continue to correſpond and co-operate with them for the purpoſe 
«« of obtaining a fair repreſentation of the people in Parliament,” 


At a Meeting, 2oth April 1792. 
A Declaration from a Society in Southwark was read, and, 
Reſolved, That the thanks of the Society be given to the South- 
wark Society for the following communication, and that it be publiſh- 
ed in the papers. a 


At a Meeting at the Three Tuns Tavern, Southwark, 
| April 19th, 1792. | 
Reſolved, That we do now form ourſelyes into a Society for the 
diffuſion of political knowledge. | 
Reſolved; . That the Society be denominated The Friends of the 
People. | 
Reſolved, That the following be the Declaration of this' Society. 


Extract from Declaration. 


Conſidering that ignorance, forgetfulneſs, or contempt of the Rights 
of Men, are the ſole cauſe of public grievances, and the corruption of 
government, this Society, formed for the purpoſe of inveſtigating and 
aſſerting thoſe Rights, and of uniting our efforts with others of our 
fellow citizens for correcting national abuſes, and reſtraining unneceſſa- 

and exorbitant taxation, do hereby declare. — 

iſt, That the great end of civil Society is general happinefs. 

2dly, That no form of Government is good any fake than it ſe- 
cures that object. 

34ly, That all civil and political authority is derived from the people. 

4tbly, That equal active citizenſhip is the unalienable right of all 
men ; minors, criminals, and inſane perſons excepted. | 

zthly, That the exerciſe of that right, in 932 an adequate re- 
preſentative government, is the wiſeſt device of human policy, and the 
only ſecurity of national freedom. 


Further Extract from the ſame Paper. 


We call upon our fellow citizens of all deſcriptions to inſtitute ſi mi- 
lar Societies for the ſame great purpoſe ; and we recommend a general corre» 
ſpondence ewith each other, and with the Society for Conſlitutional Informa- 
tion at London, as the be means of cementing the common union, and of di- 
recting with greater energy our united efforts to the ſame common ob jecti. 


By Order of the Committee 
| (Signed) 


At a Meeting, 27th April, 1792. 
Reſolved, That every Society deſiring an union or correſpondence 
with this, and which doth not profeſs any principles deſtructive to 
truth 
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( 38 ) 
truth or juſtice, or ſubverfive to the liberties of our country ; but which 
on the contrary ſeeks, as we do, the removal of corruption-from the 
legiſlature, and abuſes from the government, ought to be, and we ho 
will be, embraced, with the moſt brotherly affection and patriotic triend- 
ſhip by this Society. | W the vey 

Read the following letter, addreſſed to the Society called The Friends 
of the People aſſociated for Conſtitutional Reform, aſſembled at Free 
Maſons *Tavern. 

SIR, | | 
By the Society for Conſtitutional Information I am commanded to 
expreſs to you the ſatisfaction that its members feel on the inſtitution 
of your Society. | 

That the Houſe of Commons itſelf, which is the very ſubject to be 
reformed, ſhould have furniſhed a part of this ſtrength, may ultimately 
afford important advantages to the public. But it muſt not, Sir, be 
diſguiſed, that at firſt this circumſtance will neceſſarily be accompani- 
ed with doubts, with ſuſpicions, with apprehenſions. It is not, Sir, the 
firſt time that numbers of that Houſe have profeſſed themſelves reform- 
eis: It is not the firſt time that they have entered into popular aſſociations. 
But ſhould they, on this occaſion, prove faithfully inftrumental in ef- 
fecting a ſubſtantial reform in the repreſentation of the people, and the 
duration of Parliaments, it will be the firſt time that the nation hath 
not found itſelf in an error, when it placed confidence in aſſociated 
members of Parliament, for the recoveries of the conſtitutional and 
ineſtimable rights ot the people. The long-loſt rights of repreſentation, 
are rights, Sir, which in truth are not to be recovered but by the exer- 
tions and the unanimity of the people themſelves. Impreſſed with this 
great truth, it has been an invariable object of this Society to revive 
in the minds of the commonalty at large a knowledge of their loſt 
« rights, reſpecting the election and duration of the repreſentative bo- 
« dy”—and we doubt not that your Society will ſee the wiſdom of 

urſuing the like courſe. May it taſte the delight of diffuſing this 
1 may it reap the honor of calling forth the energies of the 
nation! | | by 

When this Society, Sir, contemplates that flood of light and truth 
which, under a benign providence, is now ſweeping from the earth deſ- 
potiſm in all its forms, and infringement of rights in all its degrees, to 
make way for freedom, juſtice, peace, and human happineſs; and when 
it ſees your Society announce itſelf to the world as the Friends of the 


People; it reſts aſſured that this new inſtitution abundantly partakes of 


that light, that 1t embraces that truth, and it will a& up to the ſacred- 
neſs of that friendſhip which it profeſſes, by nobly caſting from it, with 
diſdain, all ariftocratic reſerves, and fairly and honeſtly contending for 
the people's rights in their full extent. 

Here, Sir, be aſſured, lies all your, ſtrength. You may boaſt of 
names, of wealth, of talents, and even of principles; but without the 
fellowſhip of the people, underſtanding and feeling their immediate in- 
tereſt in the contett, your aſſociation, Whenever it grapples with that 
powerful deſpotiſo to which it is oppoſed, and to which a con- 

18 ſtitutional 


(1 
ſtitutional cloak gives double ſtrength, will moſt aſſuredly crumble to 
duſt, 

Here, Sir, it is with peculiar ſatisfaction that the Society for Conſti- 
tutional Information can expreſs its belief, that to its own unequivocal 
Declaration of Rights, without which no, Engliſhman can be a Free 
% Man, nor the Engliſh nation Free People,” it owes that confidence, 
on the part of all true friends to a ſubſtantial retorm of Parliament, 
hin io all periqds of the Society's exiſtence it has invatiably expe- 
rienced. 

This ſhort declaration, containing no more than four diſtiact propo- 
ſitions, ſatisfied the people that the Society aſſumed not the office of 
reformer without knowing with preciſion what wanted reform ; nor 
the character of friend, without manifeſting that ſincerity which gave 
proof of its attachment. It left to ſuch reformers as Mr. Burke to 
talk of the people's liberties, and at the ſame time to deny or explain 
away their rights. 

T his Society, Sir, truſts that the purity of principle which actuated 
individual members of Parliament, who joined the affociations that 
have been ſpoken of, will in no degree be affected by the obſervations 
that have been made upon the inſulcievey of thoſe aſſociations, But, 
convinced that a ſtrong impreſſion ſtill remains upon the minds of the peo- 

le, that in general perſons who have long been accuſtomed to hold ſeats 
in the Houſe of Commons under the preſent abuſes in the repreſentation, 
and whoſe connections are all ariſtocratic, muſt be almoſt more than 
men, at once and completely to ſacrifice both prejudice and unwarrant- 
ed power at the altar of freedom ;—this Society, convinced, I ſay, Sir, 
of the exiſtence of this impreſſion, would not ſuffer its delicacy wo 
ſtand in the way of its duty on this important occaſion ; but determin- 
ed, with the frankneſs belonging to ſincere affection, to warn its new 
brethren againſt a danger to which they might otherwiſe become ex- 

ſed through mere inadvertency. | 

That the diſtinguiſhed perſons who have adorned the Senate, and 
now adorn your Society, may be found equal to the ſublime efforts of 
virtue which their ſituation now demands, and may on that account 
receive the bleſſings of their country and of mankind to the lateſt poſ- 
terity, is the ſincere and ardent wiſh of the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information! In whoſe name I have the honour to ſubſeribe myſelt, 
with great regard, &c. 

- "Refolved, That the ſaid letter be ſigned by the Chairman of this 
meeting, and ſent to the ſaid ſociety at theit next general meeting. 


At a Meeting, 4th May, 1792. 
Read Letter from the Revolution Societies at Norwich, as follows : 


To the London Society for Conſtitutional Information. 


The Norwich Revolution Society wiſhes to open a open a commu- 
nication with you at this time, when corruption has acquired a publici- 
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ty in the Senate, which exacts from the honour of the Britiſh nation 
renewed exertions for Parliamentary Reform. Without pre- judging 
the probable event of ſuch an application to the legiſlature, this Socie- 
ty is willing to circulate the information, and to co-operate in the 
meaſures that may ſeem beſt adapted to further ſo defirable and ſo im- 
portant an end. It is willing to hope the redreſs of every exiſting 

rievance at the hands of a government reſulting from an extraordinary 

onvocation, in 1688, of all who had at any preceding time been e- 
lected repreſentatives of the people, aſſiſted by the hereditary counſel - 
lors of the nation, and a peculiar deputation from the metropolis, 
which National CONSTITUTING Aſſembly caſhiered for Miſcon- 
duct a King of the Houſe of Stuart. | 


The opinions and principles of this Society ate beſt explained by an 
appeal to their literary repreſentatives. To James Mackintoſh, author 
of the Vindiciz Galliciz, this Society offers the tribute of its Appro- 
bation and Gratitude, for the knowledge, the eloquence, and philoſo- 
phical ſpirit with which he has explained, defended, and commended the 
Rewolution of France. It heſitates to aſſent to this only of his opinions, 
that ** there are but two intereſts in ſociety, thoſe of the rich and thoſe 
*« of the poor.” If ſo, what chance have the latter? Surely the inte- 
reſts of all the induſtrious, from the richeſt merchant to the pooreſt me- 
chanic, are in every community the ſame—to leſſen the numbers of 
the unproductive, to whoſe maintenance they contribute, and to do 
away ſuch inſtitutions and impoſts as abridge the means of maintenance, 
by reſiſting the demand for labour, or by ſharing its reward; as the 
means molt conducive to this comprehenſive end, the Norwich Revo- 
lution Society deſires an equitable repreſentation of the people. 


The Rights of Man, by Thomas Paine, and the Advice to the Privi- 
ledged Orders, by Joel Barlow, have alſo been read with attention, and 
circulated with avidity. They point out with clearneſs moſt of the 
abuſes which have accumulated under the Britiſb Government; they at- 


tack with energy mo? of the Prejudices which have tended to perpetuate 
them. 


Internally, our Society is thus organized: — Any perſon propoſed 
and ſeconded by a member is received, on pay ing an admiſſion fine, and 
obliging himſelf to an Annual Contribution towards the purchaſe of 
books „ the uſe of the Society, and for inculcation among the confe- 
derated Clubs. The members aſſemble twice, monthly, A Committee of 
Correſpondence is periodically elected by. ballot, to ſelect books, and to 
conduct the other literary bufineſs. 4 Committee of twelve is periodically 
named by acclamation to attend ſeverally the meetings of the warions con- 
federated Clubs, which are invited in like manner to depute à member 10 
the monthly meetings of this: Theſe clubs are now ſeven in number; 
and more are expected to announce there adherence. The Norwich 
Revolution Society propoſing to extend this form of combination, re- 
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commends for admiſſion into the London Society for Conſtitutiona] 
Information the following 12 perſons : 


Chairman. 
Norwich, : | 
April 26th, 1792. — 


At a Meeting, 11th of May, 1792. 


Reſolved, That there be a communication from this Society with 
the Saciety of the Friends of the Conſtitution at Paris, known by the 
pame of the Jacobins. | 

Read the following addreſs from this Society to the Socicty of 
Friends of the Conſtitution at Paris, called the Jacobins, | 


ADDRESS. 


Brothers, and fellow citizens of the world, 


The cordial and affeRionate reception with which you have honoured 
our worthy countrymen Mr. Thomas Cooper and Mr. James Watt, 
members of the Society of Mancheſter, and united with our Society, 
Bhs has been communicated to us by the correſpondence of thoſe Gen- 
Privi- tlemen. 
and In offering you our congratulations on the glorious Revolution which 
f the your nation has accompliſhed, we ſpeak a language which only fince- 
Mat- rity can dictate, 
tuate The formality of courts affords no example to us. To do our 
thoughts juſtice, we give to the heart the liberty it delights in, and 
hail you as brothers, 
poſed It is not amongſt the leaſt of the Revolutions which time is un- 
e, and folding to an aſtoniſhed world, that two nations, nurſed by ſome 
aſe of wretched craft in reciprocal hatred, ſhould ſo ſuddenly break their 
confe- common odious chain, and ruſh into amity. 
ittee of The principle which can produce ſuch an effeR, is the offspring of 
and to ng earthly court; and whilſt it exhibits to us the expenſive iniquity of 
dically former politics, it enables us, with bold felicity, to ſay, we have done 
us c with them! 
nber to In contemplating the political condition of nations, we cannot con- 
mber ; | ceive a more diabolica ſyſtem of government, than that which has 
orwich I hitherto been generally praiſed over the world: To feed the avarice 
on, fe- and gratify the wickedneſs of ambition, the fraternity of the human 
omends race has been deftroyed ; as if the ſeveral nations of the earth had — 
| create 
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created by rival Gods. Man has not conſidered man as the work of 
one Creator. 

The political inſtitutions under which he has lived have been coun - 
ter to whatever religion he profeſſed. 

Inſtead of that univerſal benevolence which the morality of every 
known religion declares, he has been politically bred to conſider his 
ſpecies as his natural enemy, and to deſcribe virtues and vices by a 
geographical chart. 5 

The principles we now declare are not peculiar to the Society that 
addreſſes you; they are extending themſelves, with accumulating 
force, through every part of our country, and derive ſtrength from an 
union of cauſes, which no other principles admit, 

The religious friend of man, of every denomination, records them 
as his own ; they animate the lover of rational liberty; and they che- 
riſn the heart of the poor, now bending under an oppreſſion of taxes, 
by a proſpect of relief. 

We have againſt us only that ſame enemy which is the enemy of 
ns in all countries—a herd of courtiers fattening on the ſpoil of the 
Public 

It would have given an additional triumph to our congratulations, 
if the equal rights of man (which are the foundation of your declaratio 
of rights) had been recognized by the governments around vou, — 
tranquility eſtabliſhed in all: But if deſpotiſms be ſtill reſerved, to ex- 
hibit, by conſpiracy and combination, a further example of infamy to 
future ages, that power that diſpoſes of events beſt knows the means 
of making that example finally beneficial to his creatures. 

We have beheld your peaceable principles infalted by deſpotic igno- 
rance : We have ſeen the right hand of . fellowſhip, which you Fold 
out to the world, rejected by thoſe who riot on its plunder ; We now 
behold you a nation provoked into defence; and we can ſee no mode 
of defence equal to that of ny my apy the general freedom of Europe. 

In this beſt of cauſes we wiſh you ſucceſs. Our hearts go with you ; 
and in ſaying this we believe, we utter the yoice of millions, ; 

Reſolved, That the above addreſs be ſigned by the Chairman, and 
that —— ———— be requeſted to tranſmit it, with all pofli- 
ble diſpatch, to | at Paris. LEG 

Reſolved, That the ſaid addreſs be read a ſecond time at the next 
meeting, for publication. | 
| Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to meet the Committees 
of the Southwark, London, and Weſtminſter Societies of the Friends 
of the People, to morrow evening at ſeven o'clock, at the White Hart 
Tavern in Holborn, and be empowered to co-operate with them in the 

ublication of the four following reſolutions contained in the declara- 
tion heretofore publiſhed by this Society. 
At a Meeting, 18th May 1792 

The addreſs to the Jacobins ordered to be publiſhed, 

Read the following letter from Mr. Paine, acquainting the Society 
that he is proceeding to bring out a cheap edition of the Firſt and Se- 
eond Parts of the Rights of Man, re nd EEO 

oY | Shed 58 Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, That this Society will contribute its utmoſt aid towardg 
fupporting the Rights of the Nation. | 


Sir, : London, May 18, 1792. 
The honorable patronage which the Society for Conſtitutional Infor- 


renders it incumbent on me to communicate to them whatever relates 
to the progreſs of thoſe works, 


A great number of letters, from various parts of the country, have 


ot“ Rights of Man” could be rendered more generally uſeful, bv print- 
ing them in a cheaper manner than they have hitherto heen: As thoſe 
requeſts were from perſons to whom the purchaſe at the preſent price 
was inconvenient, I took the proper means for complying with their 
requeſt. | 

4 am ſince informed that the miniſtry intend bringing a proſecution; 
and as a nation (as well the poor as the rich, has a right to know what 
any works are that are made the ſubject of a proſecution, the getting out 
a cheap edition is, I conceive, rendered more aeceflary than betore, as 
a means towards ſupporting that right; and | have the pleaſure of 
informing the Society that 1 am proceeding with the work, 


. POE ] am, &c. 
To the Chairman of the Society far THOMAS PAINE. 
. Conſtitutional Information. 


The Society took into conſideration the contents of the aforeſaid 
letter, and came to the following reſolutions ! 


Reſolved, Ihat the thanks of this Society be given to Mr. Thomas 


Paine, for the communication he has made, and for the patriotic diſiu- 
tereſtedneſs maniſefted therein. 


Reſolved, Thar this Society will contribute its utmoſt Aid towards 


ſupporting the * of the nation, and the freedom of the preſs, 
and him who has fo eſſentially and ſucceſsfully contributed to both. 

Reſolved, That the right of inveſtigating principles and ſyſtems of 
government is one of theſe rights; and that the works of any aurho- 
which cannot be refuted by reaſon, cannot, on the principles of go- 
government or of common ſenſe, be made the ſubject of a proſecutio 

Reſolved, That the exceſſive taxes which this country pays, bein, 
now ſeventeen millions annually, give an additional motive for 
exerciſe of this right, and render it at the ſame time a more immedꝰ 
duty the nation owes to itſelf to enter upon and promote all ſuch in- 
veſtigations, 

Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to enquire into the ru 
mour of the above-mentioned proſecution ; and to report thereon to 
the Society at its next meeting. 

Reſolved, That a copy of Mr. Paine's letter, together with theſe 
reſolutions, be tranſmitted to all the aſſociated Societies in town and 
country; and that this ſociety do congratulate them on the firm 22 
orderly ſpirit, and tranquil perſeverance, manifeſted in all their pic - 
deedinge, and exhort them to a ſteady continuance therein. 
| | J | Reſolved, 


mation has repeatedly given to the works, intituled ** Kights of Man, 


come to me, expreſſing an earneſt deſire that the Firſt and Second Parts 
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Refolved, That 3,000 copies of the above Letter and Reſolutiont 
be printed, for the uſe of this ſociety. | 


At a Meeting, 25th May 1792. 

Reſolved, That 6,000 more copies of the bills directed at the laſt 
meeting be printed: 'I hat 100 be ſent to each of the twelve aſſociated 
members of the Sheffield Conſtitutional Societies; 100 to each of the 
twelve aſſociated members of the Norwich Conſtitutional Society; 
200 to each of the other ſocieties correſponding with this ſociety ; 
2co to Derby; and 200 to the ſociety at Belpar. 

Read a paper called a Proclamation, dated the 2 iſt inftant, for ſup- 
preffing ſeditious publications. | 

The ſociety came to ſeyeral reſolutions on this Proclamation ; the 
laſt of which is, | | | LY 

That the monſtrous enormity and grievance of the preſent national 
debt ; | | 
+ The grievous oppreſſion of ſeventeen millions annually of taxes; 
Ihe ſcandalous duration of Parliaments for ſeven years; 


Private proprietors of boroughs, falſely pretending to be, and really 
acting as, repreſentatives of the people; | En Fe WR 

Judges claiming in all caſes, and under all circumſtances, the deter- 
mination of the criminality or innocence of any act, excluſively of 
the jury; expenſive armaments, and menacing proclzmations and en- 
campments in time of a profound peace: | | 

Theſe things we cannot believe either wiſe or wholeſome ; and we 
declare it to be a fatal omiſſion, at the time of the Revolution, that 
theſe things were not ſufficiently guarded againſt ; and we feel it our 
duty, to the utmoſt of our power to obtain a full and fair repreſenta- 
tion of the people, which we hold to be the only effectual ſecuiity for 
their rights, liberties, and ragten, and to be the only meaſure that 
can produce * that due ſubmiſſion to the laws, and that juſt confidence 
« jn the integrity and wiſdom of Parliament,” which are declared in 
the ſaid paper, called a Proclamation, to be the chief cauſes (under 
Providence) of the wealth, the happineſs, and the proſperity of the 
< kingdom.” 

Read a communication from the London Correſponding Society, as 
follows: | | . 

Sir, 

By direction of the Delegates of the London Correſponding Society, 
J have the honour of encloſing to you a copy of their Addreſs and 
regulations, which I requeſt you will communicate to the Conſtitu- 
tional Society. I am truly, Sir, 

Your moſt obedient and very humble ſervant, 
- Secretary. 


Bell, Exeter-ſtreet, May 24th, 1792. 
To the Chairman of the Conſtitutional Society. 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this Society be returned to the Lon- 
don Correſponding Society, for the communication which it has made 
to this Society ; and that the further conſideration of the ſaid com- 
munication be poſtponed to the next Meeting of this Society. 


At 


(0-41 
At a Meeting, iſt June 1792. 


The Secretary reported that he had ſent 1,200 of the printed bills or- 
dered at the laſt meeting to the Sheffield Conſtitutional Society ;— 
1,200 to the Norwich Conſtitutional Society ;—to the Southwark Con- 
ſtitutional Society 200 ;—to the London Correſponding Society 200; 
—to a Perſon to be forwarded to Derby 200 ;—to the Conſtitutional 
Whigs 200 ;—to the Society at Belpar 200, 

Reſolved, That the Secretary do ſend to Birmingham 600 ;—to the 
Society at Aldgate 200 ;—to Mancheſter 1,200 to Liverpool 200; 
—to Cambridge 500 ;—and 400 to [a Perſon] to be diſtributed among 
the Societies in the neighbourhood of Glaſgow. 

Read a Letter from the Correſponding as follows : 

Sir, 31ſt May 1792. 

The London Correſponding Society return thanks to the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information tor the communication of Mr. 'Thomas 
Paine's letter to them, and of their reſolutions ſubſequent thereto. 

It gives us infinite ſatisfaction to think that mankind will ſoon reap 
the — of Mr. Paine's labours, in a new and cheaper edition of 
the Rights of Man. 

We are, however, no ways ſurprized at the report of a proſecution 
being commenced againſt his works, for, by the doctrine ſubſtituted 
for law in England, that truth conſtitutes the libel, the very many 
truths in both volumes of the Rights of Man, render them completely 
libellous, and force adminiſtration, perhaps againſt their inclination, to 
ſubmit them to the impartial inveſtigation of competent judges. 

His Majeſty's Proclamation next engages our notice ;—after reading 
it with great attention, we diſcard an idea thrown out by ſome, that it 
had been drawn up and ſent forth at this juncture with a view of raiſing 
unfavourable prejudices in the minds of the people againſt Mr. Paine, or 
his works, now under a proſecution ; inaſmuch as = attempt, if 
it could be proved, would not only bear malice on the face of it, but 
would likewiſe be a moſt daring violation of the laws. 

We are more willing to diſcover therein his Majeſty's great goodneſs 
of heart and paternal care, anticipating our warmeſt wiſhes, giving 
the greateſt encouragement to our different Societies, and holding forth 
the ſame ſtrong defice with us of abiding by the conſtitution in its pure and 
uncorrupt flate, of ſecuring the public peace and proſperity, of preſerving 10 
ALL, the full enjoyment of their rights and liberties, buth religious and civil; 
and ſeeming in fact to encourage them under the moſt ſerious conſide- 
ration of their own welfare and that of their poſterity, to join us, and 
unite their endeavours with ours u guarding againſt all attempts, aiming 
at the ſubverſim of wholeſome and regular government, and to diſcourage 
and repreſs, to the utmoſt of their poaber, all proceedings tending to produce 
riots and tumulli. 

Our ends being thus uncontrovertibly the ſame, and thereby enjoying 
the Royal Sanction, we imagine that in exerciſing our right of meet- 
ing, when and where we pleaſe, of canvaſſing ſuch ſubjects as we think 
proper, of inſtructing our fellow citizens, and of uniting our endea- 
vours to obtain a perfect Repreſentation in Parliament, we are * 
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the trueſt method of ſecuring to ourſelves and our poſterity all the 
bleflings of liberty and peace. ; 
Yielding to the Society for Conſtitutional Information, both in pri. 


ority of inititution, and in greatneſs of abilities, we yet put in our 
claim for equality of zeal towards the public good and firm determi - 


nation to obtain it. | Ve are, &c. "7 
Chairman, 


— Secretary. 


To the Chairman of the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information. 


Ordered, That the ſaid letter be publiſhed in ſuch news-papers as 
vill receive the advertiſements of this Society. 

Reſolved, That an open Committee do take into conſideration 
Paine's letter, and have power to tranſmit copies to the different Cor- 
reſponding Societies, 

6000 copies of the reſolutions relative to the proclamation to be 
Printed, and ſent to the different Correſponding Societies. 


At a Meeting, 15th June, 1792. 


Read letter from the London Correſponding Society, ſtating, that 
they had opened a ſubſcription for the defence of Mr. Paine, and that 
they wiſhed fix of their members might be aſſociated with this Society. 

IL Tha: the Secretary be deſired to inform the Secretary of 
the London Correſponding Society, that this Society received their 

ropoſal with pleaſure ; and are willing to admit ſuch ſix of the mem- 
rs whom they ſhall nominate, to be aſſociated members of this Society. 

Reſolved, "That a ſubſcription be opened in this Society for the be- 
nefit of Mr. Thomas Paine, author ot the Rights of Man. 

Ordered, That the letter of the London Correſponding Society, 
and the two laſt reſolutions, be publiſhed in the newſpapers. 

Reſolved, That 12,000 copies of Mr. Paine's letter to Mr. Secretary 
Dundas, be printed by this Society, for the purpoſe of being tranſmit- 
ted to our correſpondents throughout Great Britain; and that a Com- 
mittee be appointed to direct the ſame, 


At a Meeting, 22d June, 1792. 


A member reported that an information was filed againſt Mr, Paine, 
for his publication of the Rights of Man, 
Ordered, I hat the ſubſcription entered into for the benefit of Mr. 


Thomas Paine, be entered in a ſeparate part of the book, and kept open 
for the members of this Society. | 


At a Meeting, 29th June, 1792. 


The Committee report a plan of diſtribution of the 12,000 copies 
of Mr, Painc's letter to Mr. Dundas; which is adopted, 


At 
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At a Meeting, 6th July; 1792. 
Read letter from the Secretary to the London Correſponding Society; 
Sir, : 5 

In the name of the London Correſponding Society; I have ta return 
thanks to the Society tor Conſtitutional Information for their preſent 
of 200 copies of theit reſolutions reſpeRing the King's Proclamation, 
as alſo for the 200 copies of Mr. Paine's letter; &e.Likewiſe Mr. 
Paine's letter toy Mr. Secretary Dundas; —by care in the diſtribution of 

them, thoſe 600 papers ſhall be ſeen by as many thouſand perſons. 

We find ourſelves highly favoured by your readineſs to admit fix of 
our members among you ; I am diretted to forward to you the follow- 
ing fix names, as the perſons choſen by our Society for that honourable 
purpoſe ; our ſenſe of the tavour ſo conferred will be beſt expreſſed by 
their cloſe attendance at your inſtructive meetings, and conſtant endea- 
vours to forward the ſo beneficiai and ſo much wanted Reform of Par- 
liamentary Repreſentation. 

I am, Sir; with great reſpect, 
Your very humble ſervant; 
July 6, 1792. „ — —; Secretaty. 

A deputation from the Friends of the People in Southwark, on thc 
ſubject of the dinner of 14th July; attended. 

On a motion to dine with them, the previous queſtion put, and car. 
tied, 


At a Meeting; 13th July, 1792. 
The fix gentlemen recommended by the London Correſponding So- 
citty; unanimouſly elected. | 
The Society dine at the Shakeſpeare the 1 4th of July, 


At a Meeting; 28th September, 1792. 


Read letter from the London Correſponding Society to the Sectetaty. 
Sir, | 

The London Correſponding Society having taken the reſolution of 
tranſmitting to the French National Convention an addreſs (figned by 
all the members, or by the different delegates, each ſtating tor how 
many members he figtis) to aſſure that faffering nation that we ſy mpa- 
thiſe with them in their misfortunes that we view their exertions with 
admiration—that we wiſh to give them all ſuch countenance and ſop- 
port as individuals unſupported and gpprefſed themſelves can afford 
and that ſhould thoſe in power here dare (in violation of the nation's 
pledged faith of neutrality, and in oppofition to the well-known ſenti- 
ments of the people at large) to join the Getman band of deſpots.ggited a- 
painſt liberty, we diſclaim all concutrence therein; and will; to a man, 
exert every juſtifiable means for counterafting their machinations a 
gainſt the freedom and the happineſs of mankind. 

I am ordered by the Committee to acquaint the Society for Conſti- 
tutional Information therewith, in order to be favoured with their opi- 
nion thereon, and in hopes that if they approve the idea, and recom- 
mend its adoption to the different ſocieties, the publication of ſuch a 
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reſpectable number of real names will greatly check the hoſtile meaſures 
which might otherwiſe be put in execution. 

I am, with great reſpect, dear Sir, 


London, Your very humble ſervant, 


21ſt Sept. 1792. „Secretary. 


Reſolved, That the Secretary expreſs the thanks of this Society to 
the London Correſponding Society, for their communication; and ac- 
quaint them that this Society do very highly approve of their intention. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid letter be read at the next meeting, for the 
purpoſe of conſidering of publiſhing the ſame, 


At a Meeting, 5th October, 1792. 


Reſolved, That the letter from the Correſponding Society, entered 
on the minutes of the laſt meeting, together with the reſolution of the 
Society thereon, be publiſhed in the newſpapers. 

Read a letter from the Conſtitutional Whigs independent, and Friends 
of the People, accompanied with 50 copies of a letter tranſmitted to 
them from the triends of freedom at Cherbourg. 

Ordered, That the Secretary return the thanks of this Society to 
the Conſtitutional Whigs, for their communication. 


At a Meeting, 12th October, 1792. 


Read Mr. Barlow's letter to the National Convention of France, on 
the defects of the conſtitution of 1791, and the extent of the amend- 
ments which ought to be applied. 

Reſolved, That ———— be requeſted to draw up an anſwer to the 
letter of Mr, Barlow, and read at the laſt meeting, expreſſing how 
much pride this Society feel at having elected him an honorary member. 

Ordered, That che Secretary be Siredted to tranſmir a copy of the 
Argus of to-morrow to each of the members of this Society. 

Read a letter from the London Correſponding Society, with an in- 
9 addrefs to the National Convention of France, 

ir, 

Your favour of the 3d inſt. informing us that our propoſal for ad- 
dreſſing the French National Convention had met with the approbation 
of the Soctety for Conſtitutional Information ; we have encloſed you 
a copy of the addreſs we have drawn up and mean to ſend, the Society 
at large having approved of it. 

Not in the leaſt preſuming to propoſe it for the adoption of your So- 
ciety, ourſelyes will joyfully throw tt aſide, and as readily ſubſcribe to 
any production of yours, better calculated to anſwer the purpoſe, aud 
lefs unworthy being preſented to ſo auguſt an aſſembly. 

Should no other be produced, we imagine this plain but honeſt ad- 
dreſs will be adopted by ſome other Societies, in concurrence with our 
own, and, reſpecting the manner of ſigning, of conveying, & of preſent- 
ing it, your better experienced advice will greatly oblige, Gentlemen, 

Your very humble Servant, for the Committee 
of the London Correſponding Society. 
MAURICE MARGAROT, Chairman. 
Thurſday 11 OR, 1792 — — Ses. 


Frenchmen, 


ad- 
tion 


you 
1ety 


So- 
e to 


and 
t ad- 


our 
ſent- 
men, 
1ttee 


* Co 
men, 


( 99 ) 


Frenchmen, 

While foreign robbers are ravaging your territories under the ſpeci- 
ous pretext of juſtice, cruelty and deſolation leading on their van, per- 
fidy with treachery bringing up their rear, yet mercy and friendſhip 
impudently held forth to the world as the ſole motives of their incur- 
ſions, the oppreſſed part of mankind, forgetting for a while their own - 
ſufferings, feel only for yours, and with an anxious eye watch the event, 
fervently ſupplicating the Almighty Ruler of the Univerſe to be favour- 
able to your cauſe, ſo intimately blended with their own. Frowned 
upon by an oppreſſive ſyſtem of controul, whoſe gradual but continu- 
ed encroachments have deprived this nation of nearly all its boaſted li-* 
berty, and brought us almoſt to that abject ſtate of ſlavery from which 
you have ſo emerged, five thouſand Britiſh Citizens, indignant, man- 
fully ſtep forth to reſcue their country from the opprobium brought 

n it by the ſupine conduR of thoſe in power; they conceive it to 
be the duty of Britons to countenance and aſſiſt, to the utmoſt of their” 
power, the champions of human happineſs, and to ſwear to a nation 
proceeding on the plan you have adopted, an inviolable friendſhip; ſa- 
cred from this day be that friendſhip between us, and may vengeance 
to the uttermoſt overtake the man who, hereafter, ſhall attempt to 
cauſe a rupture. 1 ; | | | 

Though we appear ſo few at preſent, be aſſured, Frenchmen, that our; 
number 1ncreaſes daily. It is true, that the ſtern uplifted arm of au- 
thority at preſent keeps back the timid; that bufily circulated im- 
poſtures, hourly miſlead the credulous ; and that Court intimacy with 
avowed French traitors has ſome effe& on the unwary and on the am- 
bitious; but with certainty we can inform you, friends and freemen, 
that information makes a rapid progreſs among us ; curiofity has taken 
poſſeſſion of the public mind ; the N reign of ignorance and deſ- 
potiſm paſſes away ; men now aſk each other what 1s freedom, what 
are our rights? Frenchmen, you are already free, and Britons are pre- 
paring to become ſo. Caſting far from us the criminal prejudices art- 
fully inculcated by evil minded men and wily courtiers, we, inſtead of 
natural enemies, at length diſcover in Frenchmen our fellow citizens of 
the world, and our Brethren by the ſame Heavenly Father, who crea- 
ted us for the purpoſe of loving and mutually aſſiſting each other, but 
not to hate, and to be ever ready to cut each others throats at the com- 
mand of weak and ambitious Kings and corrupt miniſters :— Seeking 
our real enemies, we find them in our boſoms, we feel ourſelves inward- 
ly torn by, and ever the victims of a reſtleſs and all conſuming atiſto- 
cracy, hitherto the bane of every nation under the Sun, Wiſely haye 
you acted in expelling it from France, | 

Warm as our wiſhes are for your ſucceſs, eager as we are to behold 
freedom triumphant, and man every where reſtored to the enjoyment 
of his juſt rights, a ſenſe of our duty as orderly citizens forbids our fly- 
ing in arms to your aſſiſtance; our government has pledged the natio- 
nal faith to remain neutral—in a ſtruggle of liberty againſt deſpotiſm 
Britons remain neutral! O Shame! But we have entruſted our King 
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with diſcretionary powers, we therefore muſt obey, —our hands ate 
bound, but our heaits are free, and they are with you. | 

Let German deſpots act as they l wr we ſhall rejoice at their fall, 
compaſſionating however their enſlaved ſubjects. We hope this ty- 
ranny of their Maſters will prove the means of re-inſtating, in the 
full enjoyment of their Rights and Liberties, millions of out fellow 
creatures. 

Wich unconcern, therefore, we view the Elector of Hanover join his 
troops to traitors and robbers--but the King of Great Britain will do 
well to remember that this country is not ans nia he forget 
this diſtinction we will not. ; 

While you enjoy the envied glory of being the unaided defenders of 
freedom, we fondly anticipate in idea, the numerous bleſſings mankind 
will enjoy. If you ſucceed, as we ardently wiſh, the triple alliance 
(pot of crawns, but) of the people of America, France, and Britain, 
will. give freedom to Europe, and peace to the whole world. Dear 
Friends, you combat for the advantage of the hyman race—How well 
purchaſed will be, though at the expence of much blood, the glorious 
unprecedented privilege of ſaying mankind is free—Tyrants and ty- 
ranny are np — reigns on the earth, and this is the work of 
Frenchmen. 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this Society be 2 to the London 
Correſponding Society for the above addreſs, ttanſmitted by them; and 
that the Secretary acquaint them this Society do highly approve of the 
ſpirit of the ſame. | 5 

At a meeting igth October, 1792, an anſwer to Joel Barlow, pre- 
pared hy was produced, read, approved, and, with 
his letter ordered to be publiſhed, | | | 

A Committee appointed ro confer with the delegates'of the London 
—— Society, on an addreſs to the National Convention of 

trance. 

At a meeting, 26th October, 1792, the Secretary read the report of 
the Committee appointed at the laſt meeting. | 

Reſolved, 1ſt, That it is the opinion of this Committee, the pur- 
poſe of the addreſs drawn up by the London Correſpanding Society 
will be much better anſwered by ſeparate addreſſes from the different 
ſocieties, than by oae joint addreſs. 

' 24, That the Committee, for that reaſon, do x: recommend a con- 
curience with the London Correſponding Society in the preſentation of 
a joint addreſs, 

zd, That the Committee, warmly approving the principles and ſpirit 
of the addreſs from the London Correſponding Society, recommend the 
Society to follow ſo laudable an example. x 

4th, U hat it is the opinion of this Committee, that the thanks of 
the Society are due to the gentlemen delegates from the London Cor. 
reſponding Society for their punctual attendance, and for the able and 
— manner in whigh they aſſiſted in diſcuſſing the ſubject of the cons 
rence, 4 


Read 


3 


Read a letter, with its incloſure, fiom the editor of The Patriot, at 
Sheffield. : . 

The letter itſelf complains of the Conſtitutional Society for not an- 
ſwering a former letter, and encloſes a letrer from the editor to a ſoci- 
ety at Stockport, which ſociety the writer recommends to the attention 
and protection of the Conſtitutional Society.— Ihe following are 
extracts from the incloſyre ; 

It only remains then for us, ſeeing the great and innumerable difi- 
culties we have to encounter, to caſt about for the moſt likely and 
proper means and weapons by which to defend ourſelves, and to for- 
ward and ſupport ſuch meaſures as it may be neceſſary to purſue ; and 
on this head, my good fir, permit me to impreſs it on the minds of our 
Society, that reaſon, imperial reaſon, mult ever be our Generaliſſimo or 
Commander in Chief; when ] ſay this, I beg leave to add, tha: art muſt 
be ſecond in command. By the word“ Art” 1 do not mean low craft 
or cunning, but that mode of application of our reaſon and arguments 
on different men and on different occafions, which only a confiderable 
degree of ſtudy, and practical knowledge alſo of men and manners, can 
ever furniſh us with, ſo as to make us proficients. 

Allaw me then to obſerve to you, fir, that I perfectly coincide with 
you in opinion with regard to the different ſocieties appointing delegates 
to ga into the different villages and country places for the . of 
informing their minds, and rouſing them from the lethargy in which they 
ſeem plunged—1 have already communicated the ſame idea to the Lon- 
don Conſtitutional and Correſponding Societies, and to thoſe of Nor- 
wich and Mancheſter, and 1 hope it will ſoon be univerſally adopted by 
every one. But the grand * to be attended to on this head is the 
choice of men to be appointed; a neglect of this kind had like to have 
had very awkward conſequences in this neighbourhood, and if not im- 
wediately checked would have injuted the cauſe of freedom very greatly; 
infinite care and circumſpection will therefore be neceſſary on this head. 

As I am on the ſubje&, permit me to ſuggeſt to thoſe membets of 
your Society who may undertake this arduous but | honourable and 
praiſe-worthy taſk, that they cannot be too cautious in their mode o 
broceeding— The minds of men, for the wiſeſt and beſt purpoſes, are 
— by the great Creator as various and unlike each other as their: 
faces, and their paſſions reign over each with the ſame uncertain and va- 
riegated ſway ; and in the ſame manner that Sir Robert Walpole (one 
of the elders and fathers of corruption) very juſtly obſerved, that every 
man has his price in the way of being bought, fo we may fairly apply the 
ſame maxim to mankind in — in the article of perſuaſion, and the 
dexterous method of bringing them from wrong opinions they may 
have formed, or ptejudices they may have imbibed, by an attentive ob- 
ſervation of their intellectual faculties, and that leading paſſion of the. 
ſoul which governs the main ſpring of their moſt material actions. 

For example, the generality of farmers in this county and Lancaſhire. 
are as ignorant as the brutes they ride to market, and ſo abſorbed in the 
ſordid idea of getting, that provided they can keep up the prices of 
grain, cattle, &c. ſg 25 to anſwer their landlorus, and pay their taxes, 
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however enormous; they are too ſluggiſh and indolent to think about 

Reforms, or any thing of the kind; yet there is one ſtring about their 

hearts, which, being ſkilfully touched, will make them dance to any 

tune, and move to any meaſure ; this is the ſubject of zythes ; and why 

does it touch them? why, fir, becauſe it is within the ſcope of their 

limited capacity ignorant as they are in other matters, they ſee and 

pungently feel the weight of this baneful and unjuſt devourer of all their 
improvements in agriculture and huſbandry ; and, I believe, did every 

tax operate in the ſame viſible degree which this impoſition does, I fear 

there would be an end to the idea of taxation being ſubmirted to at all. 

Indeed, as taxes are laid on at preſent by thoſe who do not repreſent us, 

the taxation is neither more nor leſs than Robbery, a ſubmiſſion to it, 
Slavery. 8 

— 6 return to my ſubject: In the ſame manner that a farmer may 
be ronſea by the mention of tythes, the ſhaemakers may by the exceſſive dearneſs of 
leather, the inn-keeper by the numerous and unneceſſary flanding army, aud 
ALL by a temperate and diſpaſſionate relaticn of the immenſe number of ſiue- 
cure places and wſeleſs offices, in which the corrupt and proſtitute favour- 
ites, agents, and dependents of the rich and great riot in the ſpoils and 
plunder wreſted from the ſweat of the brow, and continual labour of 
body, of the huſbandman, the mechanic, the labourer, and the artificer. 
It is by no means a difficult matter to raiſe general indignation at the 
idea of ſo ſmall a comparative number of uſcleſs, idle, and profligate 
drones, ſucking and ſquandering away the honey produced by ſuch im- 
menſe numbers of hard toiling and induſtrious bees. If you (for I am 
certain yer will be one of the moſt active of theſe delegates) meet with 
men who have violent prejudices in favour of any abe or party, never 
attack thoſe prejudices dire#/y, for that will only inflame & confirm them 
the more; paſs them over for the preſent, and engage their attention 
towards ſomething clſe, in which they will liſten with a leſs degree of 
apprehenſion of being attacked in a fayourite point ; once gain their 
good opinion, and open their eyes to one evil, they will be more ready 
to hear you on others, till at laſt the favoutite object by which their 
eyes were janndiced will appear in its true colours, and fall before your 
arguments like all the reſt. 

"There is one thing above all others which requires to be particularly 
attended to, and that is, to endeavour to undeceive the maſs of people 
with reſpect to thoſe falſhoods which have been induſtriouſly propagated 
by the enemies to reform, in order to blind, delude, and terrify all ranks 
of people who are any way independent, or poſſeſſed of property. One 
of theſe falſhoods is ** that the advocates of reform wiſh to introduce a 
levelling ſcheme, or an equal partition of property.“ This alarms the 
Farmens. and indeed all claſſes of men, who by their induſtry, or other 
adventitious circumſtances, are poſſeſſed of the goods of this world. 
So many vile miniſterial prints as have propagated this doctrine, aided ' 
and aflifted by the private repreſentations or rather miſrepreſentations, 
of the clergy, and other tools of government, and of privileged orders, 
have had a very wonderful and baneful effect on the multitude, and have 
ſtamped a dread of reform on the minds of many that I know, whoſe 


ſituations 
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ſituations in life would induce one reaſonably to ſuppoſe it impoſlible 
ſo completely to impoſe upon them ; however, it always has been the 
caſe, that falſhoods boldly uttered may prevail for a time, but muſt be 


overwhelmed in the end by the bright and ſacred energies of truth. 
To explain this matter, and many others, properly, will require great 
coolneſs, moderation, and patience. I have found the following me- 
thod anſwer beſt: Do you know ſuch a gentleman ?” naming ſome 
one of large property and good character in the neighbourhood, who is 
known to be a friend to a reform. Yes.” —“ Well, and do you ſup- 
« poſe that he would promote a ſcheme that would occaſion and oblige 
e him to part with that property which he poſſeſſes, in order for it to 
be divided amongſt ſtrangers whom he never ſaw or heard of!“ 
«« No.”'—** Why then ſhould you ſuffer yourſelf to be impoſed on by 
« ſuch an idle tale, fabricated and circulated for the purpoſe of raifing 
*« adread in you againſt thoſe more enlightened of your fellow citizens 
* who wiſh for a reform, as you would did you fee its neceſſity ; a dread 
* which may cauſe you to ſhut your eyes upon oppreflive exciſe and 
10 2 laws, exorbitant ti thes, an unneceſſary /anding army, kept on 
« foot at the expence of two millions and an half, for the purpoſes of 
« influence and corruption; a penſion liſt, which is a diſgrace to the 
government, and a ſtigma and reproach on the ſpirit and prudence of 
*« the nation; ſinecure places, for the mere poſſeſſing of which hundreds 
of individuals receive thouſands a year each for doing vet at all, 
te either for the public ſervice or their ; in ſhort ſuch an enormous 
„accumulation of taxes, and ſo prodigal an expenditure of thcir pro- 
1 duce, as no nation on the earth ever heard of or ſubmitted to before. 
* To make you ſhut your eyes, and continue blind to theſe enormities, 
„ thoſe idle and futile tales are villainouſly diſperſed abroad; but be- 
* lieve them not, conſult your own reaſon, and it will ſhew you, that 
there is a palpaple lie on the face of every one of them?“ Then ex- 
plain the nature, aim, and end of your Society, invite them to attend 
it, and to judge for themſelves. If they do ſo, they will ſoon aid and aſ- 
fiſt you, by adopting ſimilar ones in their different neighbourhoods, 
till in time they will overſpread the whole ſurface of this ſeagirt Iſie. 
At preſent, Sir, I will not trouble you further on the ſubject, which 
I now quit to return to the conduct and regulation of your own Society, 
and all others which may ariſe hereafter; ani as to them, I think the 
Innkeepers in Stockport, Mancheſter, &c, have given you a hint and leſ- 
ſon for which you ought to eſteem yourſelves tor ever obliged to thera. 
I own their inſolence and audacity in proceeding as 9 done is 
beyond example, but only deſerving of contempt as ſuch, leave them 
to themſelves. Public houſes were never worthy of receiving ſuch 
gueſts, whoſe ſacred and important duty require and demand to be pet- 
formed in manſions more dignified and reſpectable. Your meetings 
ſhould be at the houſes of one another, in honorable rotation; and, to 
prevent inconvenience from too great a number, not more than ten or 
twelve at moſt ſhould compoſe a primary or diſtrict meeting. More 
members may be admitted in each diſtrict, till they reach twenty or 
twenty four, according to the number fixed on-—but then ang 
ſhoul; 
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mould divide into two diſttict meeting. The ſeveral diftrifts ſhould 
ſend each one member, by election, to a meeting of delegates, and this 
meeting of delegates ſhould elect out of their own body a certain num- 
ber, which is to compoſe a ſelect committee. I his ſelect committee to 
manage the correſpondence, and every other important concern, for the 
whole of the diſtricts in any town or pariſh, ſubject always to the revi- 
ſions and approbation of the diſtricts. The delegates and ſelect com- 
mittee to be choſen only for a limited time ; before the expiration of 
which others to be elected as before, from the diſtricts, to ſupply their 
places, by which rotations every member would in ine become quali- 
fied to be a delegate and a ſelect committee man, though he might not 
be ſo on his firſt entrance as a diſtrict member. Theſe are only hints, 
on which you may improve or inlarge as much as you pleaſe. 

Ordered, "That the ſaid letter be taken into conſideration the firſt bu- 
fineſs at the next meeting. 

Reſolved, 'That at the next meeting of this Society they do conſider 
of an anſwer to the Correſponding Society; on the ſubjeR of their let- 
ter, accompanying their addreſs to the National Convention. 

ReſgJved, I hat at the ſaid meeting the Society do attend to the ex- 
ample of the London Correſponding Society; and conſider of an ad- 
dreſs to the National Convention of France, 


At a Meeting, gth November, 1792. 


The Committee appointed at the laſt meeting to prepare an addrefs 
from this Society to the National Convention of France made their re- 
port, and produced the following addreſs ; which was read and approved. 


The Society fot Conſtitutional Information in London to the National 
| Convention in France. 


Servants of a Sovereign People, and Benefactors of Mankind, 


We rejoite that your tevolution has arrived at that point of pet- 
fection which will permit us to addreſs you by this title; it is the only 
one that can accord with the character of true legiſlators. Every ſuc- 
ceflive epoch in y ur affairs has added ſomething to the triumphs of li- 
berty ; and the glorious victory of the 1oth of Auguſt has finally pre- 
pared the way for a Conſtitution; which we truſt yoo will eſtabliſn on 
the baſis of reaſon and nature; 

Conſidering the maſs of deluſion accumulated on mankind to ob- 
ſcure their underſtandings, you cannot be aſtoniſhed at the oppoſition, 
you have met both from tyrants and from ſlaves. The inſtrument uſed 
againft you by each of theſe claſſes is the ſame ; for in the genealogy of 
human miſeries gas ance is at once the parent of oppreſſion and the child 
of ſubmiſſion, | | 

The events of every day are proving that your cauſe is cheriſhed by 
the people in all your Continental vicinity; that a majority of each of 
thoſe nations are your real friends; whoſe governments have tutored 
them into apparent foes, and that they only wait to be delivered by 
your arms irom the dreaded neceſſity of fighting againſt them. 


The 
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The condition of Engliſhmen is leſs to be deplored—here the hand 
df oppreſſion has not yet ventured completely to raviſh the pen from xz, 
nor openly to point the ſword at u. From boſoms burning with ar- 
dor in your cauſe we tender you our warmeſt wiſhes for the Pull extent 
of its progreſs and ſucceſs. It is indeed a ſacred cauſe ; we cheriſh it 
as the pledge of your happineſs, our natural and mar friends, and we 
rely upon it as the bond of paternal union to the human race, in which 
union our own nation will ſurely be one of the firſt to concur. 

Our government has ſtill the power, and perhaps the inclination, to 
employ hirelings to cotitradit us; but it is our real opinion that we 
now ſpeak the ſentiments of a great majority of the Engliſh nation. 
The people here are wearied with impoſture; and worn out with war. 
They have learned to reflect, that both the one and the other are the 
offspring of unnatural combinations in ſociety, as relative to ſyſtems of 
government, not the reſult of the natural temper of nations, as relative 
to each other's poſition. | 

Go on, legiſlators, in the work of human happineſs. The benefits 
will in yon be our's, but the glory ſhall be all your own—it is the re- 
ward of yvur perſeverance ; it is the prize of virtue. The ſparks of 
liberty preſerved in England for ages, like the corruſcations of the 
Northern Aurora, ſerved but to ſhew the darkneſs viſible in the reſt of 
Europe. The luſtre of the American Republic, like an effulgent morn- 
ing, aroſe with increaſing vigour; but ſtill too diſtant to enlighten our 
kemiſphere, till the ſplendor of the French Revolution burſt forth upon 
the nations in the full fervour of a meridian Tun, and diſplayed in the 
midſt of the European world the practical reſult of principles, which 
philoſophy had ſought in the ſhade of ſpeculation, and which experi- 
ence muſt every where confirm. It diſpels the clouds of prejudice from 
all people, reveals the ſeerets of all deſpotiſm, and exeates a new charac- 
ter in man. 

In this career of imptovement your example will ſoon be followed; 
for nations; riſing from their lethargy, will re- claim the Right: of Man 
with a voice which man cannot refiſt. | 

Signed, by order of the Society, 
— Chairman. 
Secretary. 

Reſolved; That the thanks of this Society he given to the Commits 
tee who prepared the above addreſs; a 

Reſolved, That Mr. Barlow and Mr. Froſt be deputed by this Soci- 
ety to preſent the addreſs of this Society at the bar of the National 
Convention of France. 

Reſolved; That the thanks of this Society be given to Mr. Barlow 
and Mr, Froſt, fot accepting the above deputation. 


At a Meeting, zoth November, 1792. 
Read a letter from Mr, of Leiceſter. 


Ordered, 'That the Secretary do write to Mr. and 
zequaint him, that if he will tranſmit to Him the declaration propoſed 
Q : to 
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to be drawn up by the Leiceſter Society, the Secretary will lay the ſame 
before a Committee of this Society, who will reviſe the ſame. 


| Ordered, That the declaration. which ſhall be ſent from the Leiceſter 
Society be referred to the Committee of Correſpondence, 


At a Meeting, 14th December, 1792. 


Read a printed addreſs from Mancheſter. | 

Reſolved, That the ſaid addreſs be approved for publiſhing in the 
, newſpapers, 7 
A motion was made, and ſecended, That the 2oth law of this Soci- 
ety be ſuſpended on th occaſion ; which motion was carried in the 
affirmative. | | 

Reſolved, That the ſaid addreſs be printed in the newſpapers. 

Reſolved, That one hundred thouſand copies of the ſame be printed 
by this Society, and diſtributed to their correſpondents in Great Britain 
and Ireland, | | 
The following reſolutions were propoſed by a member of the Society: 
© Reſolved, iſt, That the object of this Society, from its firſt inſtitu- 
tion to the preſent moment of alarm, has uniformly been to promote 
the welfare of the people by all conſtitutional means, and to expoſe, in 
their true light, the abuſes which have imperceptibly crept in, and at 
laſt grown to ſuch a height as to raiſe the moſt ſerious apprehenſions in 
every true friend of the conſtitution, 
| Reſolved, zd, That this Society diſclaims the idea of wiſhing to ef- 
fect a change in the preſent ſyſtem of things by violence and public 
commotion ; but that it truſts to the good ſenſe of the people, when 
they ſhall be fully enlightened on the ſubject, to procure, without dif- 
—_— the public tranquility, an effectual and permanent reform. 
Reſolved, 3d. That the intention of this and of ſimilar Societies 
have of late been groſsly calumniated, by thoſe who are intereſted to 
perpetuate abuſes, and their agents, who have been induſtrious to repre» 
fent the members of ſuch Societies as men of dangerous principles, 
wiſhing to deſtroy all ſocial order, diſturb the ſtate of property, and 
introduce anarchy and confuſion inſtead of regular government. 

Reſolved, 4th, That in order to counteract the operation of ſuch 
2 afperſions, and to prevent them from checking the progreſs of li- 

ral enquiry, it is, at this time, peculiarly expedient that this and fimi- 
Tar Societies ſhould publicly aſſert the rectitude of their principles. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid reſolutions be adopted, in order for printing 
the newſpapers. 

Read a letter from the Society of Friends of Liberty and Equality, 
ſitting at Leon, Capital of the Department De L'Aſne, to the Pa- 
— Society of London, named the Society for Conſtitutional In- 
ormation. : 


Reſolved, That the faid letter be referred to the Committee of Cor- 
reſpondene. | | 
| At a Meeting, ziſt December 1792. 
I be Secretary reported that he had offered the addrefs which was 
ſent to. the laſt meeting from Mancheſter, and ordered to be publiſhed, 
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1 
to the offices of the Morning Chronicle and Morning Poſt, and that 


they had refuſed to print them; that the Morning Poſt had given a 


written anſwer to his application, which being read; n 

Ordered, hat the ſame be entered in the books of this Society: 

« This excellent paper, drawn by a maſterly hand, we wiſh to ſee in 
e the poſſeſſion of every Engliſhman ; but after the verdict againſt Mr. 
« Paine, which was not warranted by the law or conſtitution, tae pro- 
« prietors of newſpapers tremble at inſerting any thing except fulſome 
© panegyrics, on a depraved legiſlature and hungry court minions—the 
vile aſſociations have worked the public mind into ſuch a fervour, 
« that a jury would, by the intimation of a judge, find any thing a li- 
*« bel--we therefore can only expreſs our ſorrow that ſelf-· preſervation 
will not permit us to make the Morning Poſt the vehicle to convey. 
e this paper to, the Public. | 

Read a letter from Mr. -, of Mancheſter. | | 

Reſolved, That the addreſs from Mancheſter, together with the reſo- 
lution, be publiſhed in newſpapers, in Scotland. 1 | 

Read a letter from the Society of the Friends to Liberty and Equa- 
lity, at Macon, in the Department of Saone and Loire. 

Ordered That the ſame be entered on the minutes of the Society. 

[ A blank is left in the book where it ſhould be entered. ] 

Reſolved, That | 
— be a committee for foreign correſpondence, 

Refolved, That the letter from the ſaid Society be referred to the 
committee for foreign correſpondence. | 

Ordered, That the proceedings ot the committee for foreign corre- 
ſpondence be entered in a ſeparate book. | 


At a Meeting, 18th January 1793. 


Reſolved, That Citizen St. Andre, a member of the National Con- 
vention of France, being conſidered by us as one of the moſt judicious 
and enlightened friends of human liberty, be admitted an aſſociated ho- 


norary member of this Society. ä 
Reſolved, That the ſaid reſolution be publiſhed in the newſpapers, 


Ata Meeting, 25th January 1793. 

Reſolved, That Citizen Barrere, a member of the National Con- 
yention of France, being conſidered by us as one of the moſt judicious 
and enlightened friends of human liberty, be admitted an aſſociated ho- 
norary member of this Society. 

Reſolved, That Citizen Roland, being alſo conſidered by us as one 
of the moſt judicious and enlightened friends of human liberty, be ad- 
mitted an aſſociated honorary member of this Society. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid reſolutions be publiſhed in tl:e newſpapers, 

Reſolved, That it appears to this Society from the beſt information 
we can obtain, that the people of Great Britain are, at this preſent time 
utterly averſe to a war with France, and conſider ſuch an event as a ca, 
lamity of the human race, however it may gratity a confederacy of fo- 
reign Kings. ä 
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eſolved, That the ſaid r be publiſhed in the newſpapers. © - 
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At a Meeting, 1ſt February 1793. 

Read a circular letter from the Sheffield Society for Conſtitutional 
Information. 

Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to report an anſwer. 

Reſolved, That the ſpeeches of Citizen St. Andre and Citizen Bar- 
rere (aſſociated honorary members of this Society) as given in the Ga- 
zettee National ou Moniteur Univerſelle of Paris, on the 4th, 6th, and 
7th of January 1793, be inſerted. in the books of this Society. 
' Reſolved, That the ſaid reſolution be publiſhed in the newipapers. 


At a Meeting 1 5th February 1793. : 

Read a letter from the Society for Conſtitutional Information at Bit 
mingham, of which the following is an extra : : 

Our Society requeſts the favour of your admitting the following 
twelye perſons, whoſe names are ſubſcribed, to be enrolled members ot 
your Society, for the purpoſe of correſponding with yours, and every 
other ſimilar inſtitution in the nation, for the better regulating our mea - 
ſures and receiving inſtruction. 

3 fm all the ſucceſs your laudable undertaking deſerves, we 
are, with ſincerity, | 

; FE © Your Fellow Citizens and Friends. 


Reſolved, That the twelve members of the Birmingham Society for 
Conſtitutional Information, recommended in the ſaid letter, be admit- 
ted aſſuciated members of this Society. 3 

Reſolved, That the ſaid letter, and the election of the ſaid twelve 
members, be publiſhed in the newſpapers (excluſive of their names). 


At a Meeting, 15th March 1793. 

Read a letter from the Conſtitutional Society at Sheffield, ineloſing 
the reſolutions of the 1 3th of February laſt, 

Reſolved, That the Secretary be inſtructed to return the thanks of 
this Society to the Society for Conſtitutional Information at Sheffield, 
for their communication ; and to acquaint them that this Society per- 
fectly agree with them in their ſentiments, with reſpec to the calamities 
of war in general, and that they concur with them in thioking that the 
thanks of the community at large are due to all thoſe who have exerted 
themſelves to prevent the preſent war. 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to Joel Barlow 
and John Froſt, for their conduct in the preſentation of the addreſs of 
this Society to the National Convention of France; and that Mr. Froſt 
be aſſured that our regard for him is not leſſened, but increaſed, by the 
proſecutions and perſecutions which his faithful and due diſcharge of 
that commiſſion may bring upon him. | 


At a Meeting, 5th April 1793. 

Reſolved, That a letter be written to Simon Butler and Oliver Bond, 
Eſquires, expreſſive of the high ſenſe we entertain of their exertions 
in the cauſe of freedom; and to aſſure them that we conſidec the 

- . impriſonment 
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impriſonment they at preſent ſuffer on that account as illegal and un- 


conſtitutional. 
The following letter was produced, and read ; 
Gentlemen, 

It is not eaſy for men, who feel ſtrongly and fincerely, to convey 
thoſe feelings by letter, we therefore rely on your conceiving ſor us 
much of that which we are unable to expreſs to you. We think, how- 
ever, that we ſhall be guilty of a great omiſſion, did we negle& the op- 
portunity of ſending you, by Mr. Hamilton Rowan, the honeft tribute 
of our eſteem and admiration, for your brave and manly reſiſtance to 
the uſurped juriſdiction of the Iriſh ariſtocracy. 

Permit us to offer you our thanks, and our grateful acknowledgment 
of your efforts, in what we conſider as a common cauſe, while we la- 
ment our inability of proving ourſelves uſeful in your defence. 

Although we are of different kingdoms, ſtill we are but one people; 
and as the freedom of one continent has already ſpread its influence to 
Europe, ſo on the other hand we are perſuaded that the eſtabliſhment 
of deſpotiſm in Ireland muſt end in the ſlavery of Great Britain. But 
the light of liberty is not confined ta one ſhore or one latitude. 

We know that it is eaſier to admire than practice thoſe virtues that 
tend to the public benefit. Yet ſo long as the exertions of a few cou- 
rageous men muſt influence the minds of at leaſt the independent and 
thinking part of the community, we are aſſured that their labour is not 
fruitleſs. We truſt therefore the time will ſoon arrive, when the abuſe 
of power in either nation will have no other conſequence than the ruin 
of thoie who have committed that injuſtice. We hope, and we doubt 
not, of ſoon ſeeing the day, when the poſt of honor ſhall be no longer 
that of obloquy and puniſhment, but when thoſe who have riſqued their 
liberty 3 in the cauſe of their countrymen, may find protec- 
tion in the undiſputed, uninterrupted exerciſe of trial by jury, with a 
full and adequate repreſentation of the people in Parliament, 


At a Meeting 12th April 1793. 


Read an anſwer directed to he prepared to the letter received from the 
United Political Societies in Norwich. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid anſwer be ſent by the Secretary to the Se- 
cretary of the ſaid Societies. 

Mr, read an anſwer (directed to be prepared by him) to the 
letter received from Mr. of Birmingham. 
k Read a letter from Mr. Hamiltoa Rowan to the Secretary of this 

ociety. 

Ordered, That the ſaid letter be entered in the books of this Society. 

Mr. Hamilton Rowan preſents his compliments to Mr. Adams; he 
did intend to have done himſelf the pleafuce of waiting on him, but has 
been ſo intolerably hurried by private buſinefs as to have been prevent · 
ed from his purpoſe, and fears he ſhall not have it in his power before he 
leaves this town for Ireland, which will be either on Monday evening 
or early on Tueſday morning. He knows that no more pleaſurable ſen- 
ſation can be received by Meff. Bytler and Bond, as well as by all thoſe 

gentlemen 
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ntlemen who are acting with them, and who, though not under pre- 
— are liable to future proſecution, than the countenance and ſuppott 
of thoſe who are really engaged in the cauſe of man in general, and ſuch 
we believe the members of the Society for Conſtitutional Information 
to be, and as ſuch H. R. in particular will remember the kind fraternity 
with which he had the honor of being received by them ; and, as a mem- 
ber of the United Iriſhmen of Dublin, would be happy to have it in 
his power to return the compliment in his own country. 
Ofborae's Hotel, Adelphi, 
7th April, 1793. 


At a Meeting, 21ſt June 1793. 

Read the Sheffield and Nottingham petitions to the Houſe of Com 
mons. | | 
Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to prepare an addreſs to 
the Britiſh Nation ; and that the ſaid committee be an open committee. 


At a Meeting, 28th June 1793. 


Copies of two petitions from the town of Nottingham preſented. 
Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare an addreſs to 
the Britiſh Nation. 


Reſolved, That [two members, who are named] be requeſted to - 
prepare the ſaid addreſs. 


At a Meeting, 25th October, 1793. 


Read a letter from the Secretary to the Society for Conſtitutional 


Information at Coventry, to — — accompanied with ſome ad- 
dreſſes from the ſaid Society. | 


+ Reſolved, That the thanks of this Society be returned to the Coven- 
try Society, for their communication. | : 

Mr. Sinclair read a letter, with an addreſs from Mr. Skirving, Se- 
cretary to the Convention of the Friends of the People in Scotland, to 
the Secretary to the London Correſponding Society. 

Reſolved, That an extraordinary General Meeting of this Society 
be called for Monday next, at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, at fix 
o'clock in the evening, to conſider of the utility and propriety of ſend- 
ing delegates to a Convention of delegates of the different Societies in 
Great Britain, to be held at Edinburgh for the purpoſe of obtaining a 
Parliamentary Reform. 


Reſolved, That the ſubſtance of the motion be inſerted in the letter. 


At a meeting, 28th October, 1793. 


Read addreſſes to the Friends of the People of Parliamentary Reform, 


berg by Wm. Skirving, Secretary to the General Convention at Edin- 
urgn. 


Reſolved, That this Society do ſend delegates to the enſuing Con- 
vention to be held in Edinburgh for promoting a Reform in Parliament. 


Reſolyed, 


„ * . 
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Reſolved, That two members of this Society be elected ae delegate 
to the ſaid Convention. 5 

Reſolved, That the Seeretary do deliver to the delegates appointed 
by this Society to repreſent them in the Convention at Edinburgh, co- 
pies of the proceedings of the 25th and 28th inſtant, by which they 
are appointed to that office. 


Inſtructions to the Delegates. 


Ihe delegates are inſtructed, on the part of this Society, to aſſiſt in 
bringing forward and ſupporting any conſtitutional meaſures for pro- 
curing a real repreſentation of the Commons of Great Britain in Parli- 
ament. That in ſpecifying the redreſs to be demanded of exiſting a- 
buſes, the delegates ought never to loſe fight of the two eſſential prin- 
ciples, General Suffrage and Annual Repreſentation, together with the 
unalienable right in the people to reform ; and that a reaſonable and 
known compenſation ought to be made to the repreſentatives of the 
nation, by a national contribution. 
Tat the delegates do punctually correſpond with the Society, for 
the purpoſe of communicating information, and of receiving ſuch far- 
ther inſttuctions as the exigency may require. | 

Reſolved, That the above be the directions to the delegates. 

Reſolved, That ſeven guineas be allowed to each of the delegates 
for travelling ; and a ſum not exceeding three guineas per week each 
be allowed them during the ſitting of the Convention of delegates ; and 
that a ſubſcription be now opened for that purpoſe, and that the Secre- 
tary be requeſted to receive the ſame. 

Reſolved, That the proceedings of Friday the 25th and Monday 
the 28th October, 1793, be ſigned by the Chairman and Secretary. 

Reſolved, That the Secretary be requeſted to write to the different 
Societies with which this Society is in correſpondence, informing them 
that the London Correſponding Society, together with this Society, 
have elected delegates to the Convention of delegates, to meet at Edin- 
burgh on the 29th inſtant; and to requeſt their concurrence in this im- 
portant meaſure, 


At a Meeting, 8th November, 1793. 


Read letters from the Conſtitutional Societies at Sheffield, Leeds, 
and Birmingham, in anſwer to the Secretary's letters of the 28th ult. 


At a Meeting, 6th December, 1793. 


Read a letter from Mr., delegate from this Society at Edin“ 
burgh, dated th November, with the Secretary's anſwer to that letter 3 
and alſo another letter from Mr. , dated 12th November. 

* Reſolved, That a General Meeting of this Society be called for the 
ſecond Friday in January next, for the purpoſe of conſidering the im- 
portant letters received from the delegate, Mr. ——— 

' Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to correſpond with our 
delegate, Mr, 


At 


— — — —u— = 


| 
| 


| 
7 
1 
* 
3 


. 
At a Meeting, 1oth January, 1794. 


Reſolved; That the important letters received from Mr. — p 
the delegate from this Society to the Convention at Edinburgh, and 
the ſubſequent proceedings of that Convention, be taken into con- 
fideration on Friday next, and that a General Meeting of the Society 
be called for that purpoſe. 


At a Meeting; 17th January; 1794. 


Reſolved, That law ceaſes to be an object of obedience, whenever it 

omes an inftrument of oppreſſion. 

Reſolved, That we recall to mind, with the deepeſt ſatisfaction, the 
merited fate of the infamous Jefferies, once Lord Chief Juſtice of Eng- 
land, who, at the zra of the glorious Revolution, for the many iniqui- 
tous ſentences that he had paſſed, was torn to pieces by a brave and in- 


zured people. | 

Refolved, That thoſe who imitate his example deſerve his fate. 

Reſolved, That the 'Tweed, though it may divide countries, ought 
not, and does not, make a ſeparation between thoſe principles of com- 
mon ſeverity, in which Engliſhmen and Scotſmen are equally inter- 
eſted ; that injuſtice in Scotland is injuſtice in England; and that the 
ſafety of Engliſhmen is endangered whenever their brethren of Scot. 
land, for a conduct which entitles them to the approbation of all wiſe, 
and the ſupport of all brave men, are ſentenced to Botany Bay, a pun- 
iſhment hitherto inflicted only on felons. 

Reſolved, That we ſee with regret, but we ſee without fear, that 
the period is faſt approaching when the liberties of Britons muſt de- 
pend not upon reaſon, to which they have long appealed, nor on theic 
powers of exprefling it, but on their firm and undaunted reſolution to 
oppoſe tyranny by the ſame means by which it is exerciſed. 

Reſolved, That we approve of the conduct of the Britiſh Conven- 
tion, who, though aſſailed by force, have not been anſwered by argu- 
ment; and who, unlike the members of a certain aſſembly, have no 
intereſt diſtin from the common body of the people. 

Reſolved, That a copy of the above Reſolutions be tranſmitted to 
Citizen William Skirving, Secretary to the Britiſh Convention, who is 
now impriſoned, under colour of law, in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, 

Reſolved, 'I hat the Reſolutions now paſſed be publiſhed in the 
Newſpapers. 

Read a letter from Mr. Hardy, Secretary to the London Correſ- 
ponding Society. 


At a Meeting, 24th January, 1794. 


A motion was made, That it be Reſolved, That the mf excellent 
Addreſs of the London Correſponding Society be inferted in the books 
of this Society, and that the King's Speech to HIS Parliament be in- 
ſerted UNDER it, in order that they may both be always ready for 
the perpetual reference of the members of this Society during the 
continuance of the preſent 2urtunate War; and that (in perpetuam 

ret 
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rei Memoriam} they may be printed together in one ſheet at the happy 
concluſion of it; which happy concluſion, according to the preſent 
[+ appearances, we hope and believe not to be many months 
iſtant. 4 

An amendment was moved, That between the words (HIS) and 
(Parliament) the word (honourable) ſhould be inſerted, 

Honourable was withdrawn, 

Another amendment was then moved, That between the words 
(HIS) and (Parliament) the word ( faithful) ſhould be inſerted. 

Faithful was withdrawn, 

And it was unanimoully reſolved, ** That HIS, and HIS only, is 
** the only proper epithet for Parliament upon the preſent occaſion.” 

The Reſolution then paſſed unanimouſly in its original form. | 

Reſolved, That the London Correſponding Society have deſerved 
well of their country. | 

Reſolved, That the Secretary be ordered to cauſe Forty Thouſand 
Copies of the Addreſs, the Speech, and theſe Reſolutions, to be printed 
22 Sheet, and properly diſtributed in England, Scotland, and 

reland. | 

Reſolved, That theſe Reſolutions be publiſhed in the Newſpapers. 

Mr. gave Notice, that he would at the next meeting of 
this Society, move that TWO Books ſhould be opened, one ot them 
{bound in black) in which ſhall be entered all the enormities of thoſe 
who deſerve the cenſure, and in the other the merits of thoſe who de- 
ſerve the gratitude of the Society, 


At a Meeting 14th March, 1794. 
Reſolved, 'That the thanks of this Society be given to Archibald. 


Hamilton Rowan, efſquire, for the manly firmneſs with which he has 
uniformly purſued the objects moſt dear to this Society, that of a fair 
Repreſentation of the People in Parliament. 

Reſolved, That Archibald Hamilton Rowan, of the city of Dablin, 
a gentleman of the moſt excellent and undoubted public principles, and 
ot the moſt uniform and upright conduct in the purſuit of thoſe princi- 
ples, be choſen an honorary member of this Society. 

Reſolved, That theſe reſolutions be communicated to Mr. Rowan by 
the Secretary of this Society. | 


At a Meeting; 2 1ſt March, 1794. 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Secretary of this Society be ditect- 
ed to write to the Friends of Peace and Reform at Sheffield, and to aſ- 
ſure them, that this Society views with pleaſure their ſteady exertions 
to obtain a fair Repreſentation of the People of Great Britain in Pars 
—_— and the preper methods, which may be appointed for public 

38. , „ ' 4 ” i - 


At a Meeting, 28th March, 1794. | 
Read a letter from the London Correſponding Society. Sto: nl en 
© Reſolved, That the ſame be entered on the books of this Sgei=ty., 
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Citizen, March 27th, 1794. 


I am directed by the London Corteſponding Society to tranſmit the 
— reſolutions to the Society for Conſtitutional Information, and 


to requeſ 
ſures which the preſent junctute of affairs ſeems to require. 
The London Correſponding Society conceives that the moment is 
arrived, when a full and explicit declaration is neceſſary from all the 
Friends of Freedom—whether the late illegal and unheard of profecu- 
tions and ſentences ſhall determine us to — our cauſe, or ſhall 
excite us to purſue a radical Reform, with an ardour proportioned to 
the magnitude of the object, and with a zeal as di//ingui/ed on cur 
parts as the 7reachery of others in the ſame glorious cauſe is 20torions. 
The Society for Conſtitutional Information is therefore required to de- 
termine whether or no they will be ready, when called upon, to act in 
conjunction with this and other Societies, to obtain a fair repreſentation 
of the PEOPLE Whether they concur with us in ſeeing the neceſſity 
of a ſpeedy Convention, for the purpoſe of obtaining, in a conſtitu- 
tional and legal method, a redreſs of thoſe grievances under which we 
at preſent labour, and which can only be effeQually removed by a 
full and fair repreſentation of the PEOPLE of Great Britain, The 
London Correſponding Society cannot but remind their Friends that 
the preſent criſis demands all the prudence, unanimity, and vigour, 
that ever may or can be exerted by MEN and Britens ; nor do they 
doubt but what manly firmnefs and conſiſtency will finally, ad they 
believe ſhortly, terminate in the full accompliſhment of all their wiſhes, 


I am, fellow citizen, 
(In my humble meaſure) 
A Friend to the Rights of Man. 
(Signed) — decretaty. 


Refolved unanimouſly, 1ſt, That dear as JUSTICE and LIBERTY 
are to Britons, yet the value of them is comparatively ſmall without a 
dependence on their permanency ; and there can be no ſecurity for the 
continuance of any gt but in EQUAL LAWS. nan 1551 | 

2d. That Equal Laws can never be expected but by a full and fair 
Repreſentation of the Feople ; to obtain which, in the way pointed 
out by the Conſtitution, has been and 7s the ſole object of this Society. 
For this we are ready to hazard every thing, and never, but with our 
lives will we relinquiſh an object which involves the happineſs or even 
the political exiſtence of ourſelves and poſterity. et F 

zd, That it is the decided opinion of this Society, that to ſecure 
ourſelves from future illegal and ſcandalous proſecutions; to prevent a 
repetition of wicked and unjuſt ſentences, and to recal thoſe wite and 
wholeſome laws that have been wreſted from us, and of which ſcarcely 
a veſtige remains, there ought to be immediately a CONVENTION 
of the PEOPLE, by delegates deputed tor that purpoſe from the diffe- 
rent Societies of the Friend: of Freedom aſſembled in the various parts of 
this nation. And we pledge ourſelves to the public to purſue every 
legal method ſpeedily to accompliſh ſo defirable a purpoſe. > 2 


the ſentiments of that ſociety reſpeRing the important mea- 
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P. S. I have to inform you that a General Meetiag of the SocietY 
will be holden on Monday the.14th April, the place to be announced 
by public advertiſement. N app | 

Keſolved, That it is fit and proper, and the duty of this Society, to 
ſend an anſwer to the London Correſponding Society. | 

Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the — * Correſponding 
Society, that we have received their communication, and heartily con- 
cur with them in the objects they have in view; and that, for the pur- 
poſe of a more ſpeedy and effectual co-operation, we inyite them to ſend 
to this Society next Friday evening a delegation of ſome of their mem- 
bers. ; 

At a Meeting, 4th April, 1794. 


Read' a letter from the Committee of the London Correſpondin So. 
ciety, acquainting this Society that they had deputed [ſeveral perſons] 
to hold a conference with the members of this Society. Five perſons 


attended from the London Correſponding Society. 
| Reſolved, "That a delegation of five members of this Society be ap- 
ointed to meet the members deputed by the London Conefyonding 
ociet. 1 „15 e 
Refolved, That this deputation do confer with the deputies of the 
London Correſponding Society. gore R 
Reſolved; 'That there be appointed a Committee of correſpondence 
of the members of this Society. ' et: gabe 
Ordered, I hat [fix perſons] compoſe the Committee. 


At a Meeting, 11th April, 1794: 


Mr. made the report of the meeting of the delegates of 
the London Correſponding Society, for the — of this Society co- 
operating with the London Correſponding Society; and that they had 
come to the following reſolutions : | | 

1ſt, Reſolved, That it appears to this Committee very deſirable that 
a General Meeting or Convention of the Friends of Liberty ſhould be 
called, for the purpoſe of taking into conſideration the proper methods 
of obtaining a full and fair Repreſentation of the People. 

2d, Keſolved, That it is recommended to the Society for Conſtitu- 
tional Information, and the London Correſponding Society, to inſtitute 
a regular and preſſing correſpondence with all thoſe parts of the country 
where ſuch meaſures may be likely to be promoted, not only to jinſti- 

ate the Societies already formed, but to endeayour alſo to produce 
uch other aſſociations as may farther the general object. 

Reſolved, That it appears to this Committee, that the general object 
will be much promoted, if a ſtanding Committee of co-operation be- 
tween the two Societies were eſtabliſhed, for the purpoſe. of holding 
perſonal communication with ſuch members of ſimilar ſocieties, in 
other parts of the country, as may occaſionally be in London, and 
who may be authorized by their reſpective ſocieties to act with ſuch 
Committees, | 

Read the follawing letter from the Secretary to the London Corre- 
ſpanding Society. 


P 2 Citizen, 
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Citizen, „ April roth, 1794. 

I am ordered by the Committee of delegates of the London Corre- 
ſponding Society, to inform the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
that they approve of the reſolutions of the Committee of conference. 

Therefore the London Correſponding Society have choſen [| five per- 
ſons] to put in practice immediately the ſecond and third reſolutions of 
that Committee. dal 3 oh 


N Secretary to the Society FAR NY e 
for Conſtitutional Information. | 


Reſolved, That the report of the committee of delegates from the 
London Correſponding Society, and of this Society, be entered on the 
books of this Society. Tr eilte v8 

iſt. Reſolved, That it appears to this Society very deſirable; that a 
General Meeting of the Friends of Liberty ſhould be called, far the pur- 
poſe of taking into conſideration the proper methods of obtaining a 
full and fair repreſentation of the people. 6 1 u ot P41 

2d. Reſolved, That it appears to this Society that the general object 
will be mech promoted if a ſtanding committee of co-operation were 
eſtabliſhed, for the purpoſe of holding perſonal communication with 
ſuch members of ſimilar Societies in other parts of the country, as may 
occaſionally be in London, and who may be authoriſed by their reſpec+ 
tive Societies to act with ſuch committee. 

3d. Reſolved, That the committee of correſpondence already ap- 
pointed by this Society by the committee for co-operation and commu» 
nication with the committees of other Societies. 

_'Ocdered, That the Secretary be deſired to ſend a letter to the London 
Correſponding Society acquainting them with the members of this So- 
clety appointed to confer with them. WW | 

Reſolved, I hat Mr. be requeſted to accept of the Office 
of Secretary to the committee of correſpondence. J 

Mr. —— being preſent, accepted of the ſaid office, 


At a Meeting, gth May 1794. 


Read a pamphlet, containing certain proceedings of the London Cor- 
reſponding Society, and of this Society, | 
Reſolved, 'I hat two thouſand of the ſame be printed by this Society, 


Appendix D. 


Copy of a Letter from the Society for Conſtitutional Information at 
Sheffield, to the Editors of the Engliſh Chronicle. | 


Gentlemen, Sheffield, 15th January 1792. 


— E Society for Conſtitutional Information now eſtabliſhed at Shef- 
field, in the county of York, being deſirous forming a connec - 
tion with all the like Societies in England, and eſpecially with thoſe, or ſome 


of 
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bf them, in London, the Thatched Houſe, the Londen Tavern, or others, hum- 
bly folicits your advice and aſſiſtance in the actompliſbing thereof, is order to 
form our reſolves fimilar to'theirs ; becauſe; as we are actuated by the ſame 
cauſe and principle, and all our intereſts being one, our ſentiments ought 
and muſt be the ſame, TAGS SG bn i | .- bo vo 
Your information of the method, terms and manner of applicatian, for the 
abxve purpoſe, as likewiſe to have one of our friends admitted a member of 
theirs, fo as a regular communication may be carried on between us, bein g die 
refed to me, will be efteemed a particular, favour, and gratefully acknew- 
ledged by this Society; and the expence incurred by your attention to this 
buflne 's ſhall be duly paid to your order, either to the Poſtmaſter 
here, or as you may pleaſe to direct, for and by the order of this So- 


[9 (1 4" 8 „0 e 
i 1 Il am feſpectfully | 
e vane ane ee Your ſincere Friend — — 
10 { Tha following paragraphs are added in the ſame hand.] 
$:the; manner of our beginning to aſſociate on this occaſion was 
lamaphet ſingular, we beg your permiſſion to mention a few remarks 
these, e 2» | | 
It firſt originated in an aſſembly of five or ſix mechanics, who, by 
their meeting at ſome one of their houſes, and converſarg about the enor- 
mans. high: price of proviſiens, & e. the groſs abuſes this nation labours 
under — the uabounded authority of the monopoliers ot all ranks, from 
the. King to the peaſant ;, the waſte. and laviſh of the public property by 
placemen, penſioners, luxury, and debauchery, ſources of the grievous 
burthen under which this nation groans; together with the mock repre- 
ſentation of the people—theſe being the ſubjects of their converſation, 
they concluded das nothing but darkneſs and ignorance in the people 
could ſuffer the natural rights of every freeman to be thus violated ; and 
this excited them them to invite and viſit their neighbours, whence a 
ſmall Society of twenty or thirty ſoon commenced, and kept increafing, fo 
that they were obliged to divide inta ſeparate bodies ; and, at this time, 
they have formed eight of theſe ſmaller Societies, which meet each at their 
different houſes, all on the ſame evening ; this preſerves good order, and 
none are admitted without his ticket, that they are perfectly ſafe from 
being intruded upon, and perfect regular good order kept up; theſe meet 
every two weeks. Their Ceneral Meeting, at which ſome hundreds 
attend, is held once a month at [a part here appears to be torn off] but 
true knowledge will progreſſively extend itſelf with the ſame effect, 
throughout this whole nation, as 1t hath hitherto done here. We have 
now in the preſs a re- publication f Paine's Rights of Man, for 1,600 co- 
pies, by 1, 400 ſubſcribers, at the [raw price of ſix-pence each copy, to which 
— purpoſe to annex an abſtract of the noted iniquitous corn bill of laſt 
ear. | | 4 
We have alſo had an impreſſion here of that famous addreſs, ſigned 
by J. H. Tooke, Eſq. Chairman; whoſe addrefs we ſhould like to be 
favoured with. 
Pleaſe to favour us with your anſwer to the above as ſoon as conve- 
nient; and if you can form any thing from the above for your truly 
laudable 


* 
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laudable paper, you are at liberty; but as it was not thought of at our 
meeting, it is not properly methodized and adjuſted, as it ſtands, for 
that purpoſ-—we mean, in future to trouble you with ſomething of the 
kind tor that purpoſe. 07 XMTG 93030; 164) 52-3906 i; Z 
Copy of a letter from the Secretary to the London Correſponding So- 
eiety to the Chairman of the Society for Conſtitutional Information. 
3 n Thurſday, 14th March 1792. 
"*'The delegates of the Correſpouding Society think it their duty to acquaint you, 
: Adee l „ the ſubſcription begun on Monday laſt, at this place, for the 
. of the prghecution ſuid to be commented againſt aur worthy member Mr, 

homas Paine, in conſequence of his valuable publication, intituled The Rights 
0 Man. 4 3#4 1 4 . . « 4 4.35 ; 6 r 
be divifion aſſembled here on that evening amounted to about 
twenty perſons. At the defire of one of our members, Mr. Paine's let- 
ter to Mr Secretary Dundas was read ; after which the ſubſcription was 
prepoſed, and immediately ſigned by every one preſent: We have juſt 
Jearnt that the diviſion Ne g of this Socjety likewiſe begun their ſub- 
ſcription'on Tueſday laſt—It is our intention to recommend to eaeh of 
our ſeveral diviſions the purſuance of the ſame laudable deſign ; &#4 ave 
dorbe rot but that a numerous body of our countrymen vill be faund t follow 
an example ſ jn in itfelf,, and ſo efſential ts the ſupport of that ſmall Portion 
of liberty which the people of England ave Hill ſuppoſed to enjoy. "The appre+ 
batimm aud the encouragement which aur feeble endetwonys hav? Net ah 
Vm the Conflitutional Scciety, make us deſiruis of uniting more\flrougly ant 
more immediately auith you—-Por this purpoſe ave' wiſh that fix of our mem 
bers might be admitted amongftvou, aftet the manner of thoſs whom you wes 
ceived from the Societies eftabl;fhed at Sheffield and Noravich. — Conceivin 
that ſhould this plan be adopted generally, it would not fail to ſtrength- 
en the cauſe in which we are engaged; we beg the favour of you to pro- 
poſe it at your next meeting, and to return us the deciſion of your So- 
ciety chereupon. Emme menen 

Jam, Sir, with the greateſt attachment and eſteem, 

1907 1 ln, d (4.34 Your moſt ebedient Serrant, 

oF as | dens bp „ Secretary. 
Copy of a letter from the Sheffield Society to Mr. , the Secretary 

to the Society for Conſtitutional Information. * 

Sheffield Society for Conſtitutional Information. 


Sir, | $67 | Ox DUT; 
It is now about four, months fince this Society firſt formed itſelf into 
a regular. body, then but very feèw in number; the incloſed will inform 
you of their increaſe, and which is moſt probable will ſoon become very 
numerous, and not only 2% large and populous town, but the whole neigh- 
—— far many miles round about, have an attentive eye upon us; moſt 


of the towns and villages indeed are forming themſelves into fimilar afſucia- 
tions, and fritily adhere to the mode of copying after us; you will eaſily con- 
ceive the neceſſity for the leading members of this body to pay ſtrict at- 
tention to good order and regularity, and the need we have of conſulting 
and communicating with thoſe who are ſincere friends and able * 

or 
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for the fame cauſe ; for theſe reaſons we took the liberty of writing to 
Mr. Horne Tooke, that worthy friend and patriot for the rights of the 
people, informing him of our earneſt deſires of entering into a connec- 
tion with the Society of the fame denomination of ours in London: His 
very obliging and affectionate anſwer favours us with your addreſs ; in 
conſequence we have taken the liberty herewith to tranſmit to you ſome 
reſolves which was paſſed at our laſt meetings by the whole body, and 
the committee was charged with the diſpatch of printing and forward - 
ing them to you accordingly, for the purpofe of ſubmitting them to 
the confideration of your Society, to make ſuch uſe of them as they 
think moſt prudent. | dba TM Srl 

You will alſo notice the Belpar addreſs ; they applied to ms about tave 
months ago for inſructioms as to our mode of conducting, &c. had not then 
formed themſelvs into any regular affociation. Belpar is zearly thirty 
miles from this place, in Derbyſhire, and eight or ten miles from Derby. 

If the Society for Conſtitutional Information in London ſhould yoach- 
fafe fo far to notice us as to enter into a connection and correſpondence 
with us, it cannot fail of promoting honor and adding ttrengrh to our 
feeble endeavours, and to the common cauſe, which is the entire motive 


we have in view. I am, | 
SIR, 
Wich the greateſt ReſpeR and Eſteem, 
| Your fincere Frieng, 
Sheffield, f By order of 7 | 
14th May, i792. the Committee F 


We have taken the liberty of incloſing a parcel for Mr. in 
anſwer to a letter from him to this Society, requeſting ſome information 
concerning our method of conducting the buſineſs we are embarked in, 
&c. Alſo informing us there are in London a number of mechanics, 
Shopkeepers, &c. forming themſelves into a Society en the broad bafis of 
the Rights of Man. You will be ſo obliging as to let the packet remain 
with you until he call for it, as by this poſt I have wrote him thereof. 
We have given him our manner of proceeding, from our ſetting out to 
this time, and hope it may be of ſome uſe; the improvement we are 
about to adopt is certainly the beſt for managing /arge bodies, as in 
great and populous towns, wiz. dividing them into ſmall bodies or meetings 
of ten perſons each, and theſe ten to appoint a delegate : Ten of theſe dele- 
gates form another meeting, and ſo on, delegating from one to another, till at 
laft =_ reduced to à proper number for conſlituting the Committee or Grand 
Council. 

Pleaſe to forward the packet to Mr. — as ſoon as convenient. 


Copy of a letter from the Society for Conſtitutional Information at 
Sheffield, to the Society tor Conſtitutional Information in London. 


Gentlemen, 1 dis nee 
This Society, feeling as they do the grie vous effects of the preſent, 
corrupt ſtate defects, and abuſe of our country, the great and heavy op- 
preſſions which the common maſs of the people labour under as the na- 
tural conſequence of that corruption ; and, at the ſame time, * 10 
5 


( 820 } 


fible, to a degree of certainty, that the public minds and general ſenti- 
ment of the people are determined to obtain A RADICAL REFORM 
OF THE COUNTRY, as foon as prudence and d;/cretion will permit, 
believes it their duty to make uſe of every prudent means, as far as their 
abilities can be extended, to obtain ſo ſalutary and deſirable an object 
as à thorough reformation of our country, eſtabliſhed upon that hem which is 
confiflent with the Rights of Man. For theſe reaſons, with great deference 
and ſubmiſſion to the members of the Society for Conſtitutional Infor- 
mation in London, we beg leave to requeſt that they will be pleaſed to 
admit the perſons of the following names annexed hereto as members of 
their Society (they being our friends, and members of our Society) in 
order that a cloſe connection may be formed, and a regular communi- 
cation maintained between the two bodies ; that being thus ſtrength- 
ened, this Society may be better enabled to govern itſelf with more pro- 
E and to render aſſiſtance to their ſellow citizens in this neighbour- 

ood, and in parts more remote ; that they, in their turn, may extend 
uſeful knowledge till further, from town to village, and from village to 
trwn, until the whole nation be ſufficiently enlightened, and united in the ſame 
cauſe, ⁊ubich cannot fail of being the caſe wherever the moſt excellent works 
of Mr. T homas Paine finds reſidence, = 

I am, Gentlemen, 
Your moſt reſpectful and ſincere Friend, 
Sheffield, By order of 
14th March, 1792. the Committee, 
| Secretary for this Society. 
Names of the twelve members of the Society for Conſtitutional In- 

formation in Sheffield, requeſted to be entered as members of the Society 
of the ſame denomination in London. 


— —-—-̃ 
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Copy of a letter from the Sheffield Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion, to the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society. Re- 
m__ 19 March 1792. | 

ir, | 
Your leiter of the 8th inſtant to Mr. was yeſterday handed 
to us, by means of that Gentleman : He is not a member of this Society, 
and therefore cannot perſectly anſwer your requeſt reſpecting the rules 
and orders of this Society. It affords us infinite ſatisfaction that the 
people in London are beginning to form themſelves into orderly Socie- 
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ties, and taking into their conſideration the great importance and the 
neceſſity of a reform of the corrupt ftlate of our government; a work, than 
which none is more needful in thts nation, for the relief of the oppreſs- 
ed: The noble obſervation in yours, is worthy of the acceptation of all, 
viz. That no man who is an advocate from principle for the liberty 
* of a black man, but will ſtrenuouſly promote and ſupport the rights 
6 of a white man, and vice verfa.” 

The incloſed, ſent to Mr. as below, will inform you of the 
principles we ſet out upon, when at firſt a very ſmall number, ſome four 
or five of us, meeting in each other's houſes of an evening, conſultin 
and condoling the very low and even miſerable N the people 4 
this nation were reduced to by the avariciouſneſs and extortion of that 
haughty, voluptuous, and Iuxurious clafs of beings, who would have us 
to poſſeſs no more knowledge, than to believe all things were created on- 
ly for the uſe of that ſmall groupe of worthleſs individuals. With theſe 
Canons and peruſing Mr. Paine's Rights of Man, maturely conſidering 
the force and weight of argument therein contained, by degrees became 
confirmed in our judgmemt, that pride, ambition, luxury, and oppreſ- 
fion, with every vice, appeared to be at the height, or nearly at the 
utmoſt ſtretch ; and admitting this to be the caſe (as we really do believe 
it is) we may with the greateſt probability expe it cannot be very long 
before a great and perhaps a general change will take place, which will te- 
dound with more happineſs to the people, as their manners and moral 
practiſes are more conſiſtent with the Divine Will of the all-wiſe Diſ- 
poſer of all things, in Heaven and on Earth, 

On theſe principles our numbers kept increaſing, ſp that we found 
it neceſlary, for the ſake of good order, to divide ourſelves into ſmall bo- 
dies, of ten perſons each, and to hold a General Meeting once a month; 
but of late our numbers have increaſed ſo rapidly, and only having 
thirteen meeting places all of the ſame evening, they are ſo crowded, 
that we are adopting the plan we firſt ſet out with, and to divide the 
whole (which do now conſiſt of about 2000 members) into tythings, ot 
meetings of ten members each two hundred of theſe meetings will 
include the whole, from each of which a delegate or leading man will 
be choſen, and appointed to attend at their reſpective places—ten at 
each: Theſe 200 delegates will form twenty meetings, of ten members 
each ; and laſtly, from each of theſe meetings a delegate will be ap- 
pointed to meet at the appointed place, and theſe will form the Com- 
mittee, or the Grand Council : by this method, order and regularity 
will be maintained; and by this method, a regular communication 
throughout the whole nation might be kept up with the maſt perſect 
u ben we would particularly recommend it to you in London 
as worthy your adoption. As you increaſe in numbers, neceſſity will 
confirm theſe ſentiments. We ſhall be glad at any time to correſpond, 
and be in cloſe connection with you; as our cauſe is one, fo ought 
our ſentiments to be unanimous : We alſo wauld recommend you to 
enter into connection with the members of the Society for Conſtitu- 
tional Information in London, of whom Mr. —— is one; 
and we are fully aſſurcd that gentleman will be the true friend and ad- 

vocate 
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vocate in our cauſe, conſiſtent with his principles hitherto mani ſeſted, 
both in public and private. We have incloſed a packet directed to you, 
with a parcel to Mr, ——— in ———, who is Secretary for the 
faid Society, and who will deliver it to you when you call for it, it 
containing ſome information. | = 


Copy of Reſolutions tranſmitted to the Society for Conſlitutional 
| Intormation. 


/ 

At a meeting of the delegates of the United Conſtitutional Societies 
held the 24th of March, 1792, at the Wheel of Fortune, St. Edmunds, 
ia the city of Norwich, it was unanimouſl _— to communicate 
to the gentlemen of the London Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion the following reſolutions ; | 


iſt, We are happy to fee the ſueceſs of the Sheffield Society for 
Conſtitutional Reform, and approve of the delegations which you and 
they have made, in order to form a plan of general information ; we 
humbly beg that you would grant to us the ſame favour, and it is our 
wiſh that all the Societies of a ſimilar kind in England were only as ſo 
many members ſtrongly and indifſelubly united in one political body. | 
2dly. We believe that inſttucting the people in political knowledge, 
and in their natural and inherent rights as men, is the only effectual 
way to obtain the grand object of Reform; for men need only be made 
acquainted with the abuſes of government, and they will readily join 
in every lawful means to obtain redreſs. We have the pleaſure to in- 
form you that our ſocieties conſiſt of e hundreds ; and new ſocieties are 
frequently forming, which by delegates preſerve a mutual intercourſe with 
each other for inflrufion and information ; and the greateſt care has been 
taken to preſerve order and regularity at our meettngs, to convince the 
world that riot and diforder are no parts of our political creed. 
3dly. We believe, and are firmly perſuaded, that Mr. Burke (the 
once friend of liberty) has traduced the greateſt and moſt glorious Re- 
volution ever recorded in the annals of hiſtory We thank Mr. Burke 
for the political diſcuſſion led and by which he has opened unto 
us the dawn of a glorious | 
4thly. To Mr. Thomas Paine our thanks are efpecially due, for 4 
Firſt and Second Parts of the Rights of Man; and we ſincerely wiſh that 
he may live 7 ſee his labours erowned with ſucceſs in the general diſfuſian 
of liberty and happineſs among mankind, | 
thly. We view, with concern, the late diſcoy*ries relative to the 
Woſtminſter Election, in 1788; and conceive ourſelves, and all true 
Friends of Freedom, under great obligations to Meſſrs. Thomſon, 
Wyndham, Francis, Taylor, and all the noble and fpirited MINORI- 
TY, for their exertions in order to difcover the true ſource of that a- 
bominable and iniquitous procedure. | 
| Gthly. We congratulate our brethren in the various parts of the king- 
dom, on the progreſs of political knowledge, and earneſtly intreat them 
to increaſe their afſeciations, in order to form one grand and extenſive union 
of all the Friends of General Liberty—And we hope the time is = far 
tant, 


A. Et 


„ 


r ee wu 


"ol 


(123) 


diſtant, when the people of England will be equally and faithfully re- 
preſented in Patliament. 
Signed by Order, 


» Chairman. 


Copy of a letter from the Secretary to the London Correſponding So- 
ciety to the Preſident of the Society for Conſtitutional Information. 
Sir, 

I am ordered by the Committee to ſend to the Society for Conſtitu- 
tional Information in London a copy of our motives for aſſociating, 
and the reſolutions we have come to. We mean to perſevere in the 
cauſe we have embarked in ; that is, to have (if poſlible) an equal Re- 
preſentation of the People of this nation in Parliament, 

We ſhould be exceedingly happy to enter into a correſpondence with 
that Society, if it is not too much preſumption in us to expect ſuch au 
honour ; but as our cauſe is one, we hope that they will deign to take 
ſome notice of us, who are now entering upon a matter of ſuch vaſt 
importance. | 

ou will ſee, by one of our reſolutions, that we have entered into 
a correſpondence with the Society at Sheffield, 
| I am, Sir, with all deference, 
Your moſt obedient 
and moſt humble ſervant, 


March zoth, 1792. 


Copy of a letter from Lord John Ruſſel, to J. Cartwright, Eſq. Chair- 
man of the Society for Conſtitutional Information. 
Sir, | | 

Fully ſenſible that the Society for Conſtitutional Information have 
made no ſacrifice to delicacy in their addreſs to us, we on our part 
ſhall affect no diſguiſe, 

Voluntary aſſociations not being armed with public authority, have 
no force but that of truth, no hope of ſucceſs but in the ſtrength of 
reaſon, and the congurrence of the public. | 

We profeſe not to entertain a wiſh ** that the great plan of public 
*« benefit which Mr. Paine has ſo powerfully recommended will ſpeedily 
be carried into Effect, nor to amuſe our fellow citizens with the 
magnificent promiſe of obtaining for them“ the Rights of the People 
in heir full extent,” —the indefinite language of deluſion, which by o- 
pening unbounded proſpects of political adventure tends to deſtroy that 
public opinion which is the ſupport of all free governments, and to ex- 
cite a ſpirit of innovation of which no wiſdom can foreſee the effects, 
and no ſkill direct the courſe. We view man as he is, the creature of 
habit, as well as of reaſon, We think it therefore our bounden duty to 
propoſe no extreme changes, which, however ſpecious in theory, can 
never be accompliſhed without violence to the ſettled opinions of man- 
kind, nor attempted without endangering ſome of the moſt eſtimable 
advantages which we confeſſedly enjoy. We are convinced that the 
people bear a fixed attachment to the happy form of our On 
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and the genuine principles of our conſtitution ; theſe we cheriſh as ob- 
jects of juſt affection, not from any implicit reverence, or habitual ſuper- 
{tition, but as inſtitutions beſt calculated to produce the happineſs of man 
in civil ſocity : And it is becauſe we are convinced that abuſes are un- 
dermining and corrupting them, that we have aſſociated for the pre- 
ſervation of thoſe — 

« We wiſh to reform the conſtitution, becauſe we wiſh to preſerve it." 

Aſſociations formed in the face of power, in oppoſition to the Inte- 
reſts of our preſent legiſlators, evince that individual ſecurity and perſonal 
independence are already eſtabliſhed by our laws, 

The immenſe accumulation of debt, the enormous taxation of ſeven- 
teen millions of annual revenue, demonſtrate that the collective intereſts 
of the community have been neglected or betrayed. 

We believe the defective wh ot tion of the Aſſembly, entruſted with 
the public purſe, to be the real ſource of this evil. With this view we 
have pledged ourſelves to attempt a timely and ſalutary reform, adhering 
in every meaſure we may take to the fundamental principles of the 
conſtitution. According to thoſe acknowledged principles, the people 
have a perfect right to poſſeſs an organ, by which the public mind may 
ſpeak in legiſlation ; and to bind their repreſentatives to the intereſts of 
the whole community, by a frequent renovation of the truſt. "Theſe 
objects accompliſhed, we believe abuſes will find no protection in a 

enuine repreſentation of the people ; that regulations beſt adapted to 
the public happineſs will be gradually infuſed into our laws, through the 
known channels of legiſlation : And that the agitated minds of men, 
reſuming their confidence in Parliament, will ſubſide into a calm ex- 
eQation of redreſs, without forgetting the principles or violating the 
orm of the Conſtitution. 

Theſe, as we think, are the views of men deteſting anarchy, yet ſin- 
cere Friends of the People. Your letter appears to us to be written with 
a view to create diſtruſt of our deſigns, to inſinuate doubts of ſincerity, 
and to excite an early ſuſpicion ot our principles in the minds of the 
people. We have not, however, refuſed, in anſwer to diſclaim what we 
condemn, and to avow our real objects, from the purſuit ot which we 
will not ſuffer ourſelves to be diverted by any controverſy. We muſt be 
leave, at the ſame time, to decline all future intercourſe with a Society 
whoſe views and objects, as far as we can collect them from the various 
reſolutions and proceedings which have been publiſhed, we cannot help 
regarcing as ĩrreconcileable with thoſe real intereſts on which you pro- 
feſs to inform and enlighten the people. 

(Signed) JOHN RUSSELL, Chairman, 
Freemaſon's Tavern, | 
Saturday, May 12th, 1792. 


Freemaſon's Tavern, May 12th, 1792. 
At a General Meeting cf the Society of the Friends of the People 
aſſociated for the purpoſe of obtaining Parliamentary reform. 
The Right Honourable Lord John Ruſſell in the Chair, 
Reſolved, I hat the proceedings of this day, including the letter from 
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the Society for Conſtitutional Information, and the anſwer of this So 
ciety to that letter, be printed ana publiſhed. bg 

Reſolved, That, together with the anſwer of this Society to the letter 
of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, there be tranſmitted to 
John Cartwright, Eſquire, Chairman of that Society, a copy of the re- 
ſolution of the Society of the Friends of the people, to print and publiſh 


the letter, and reply, | 
JOHN RUSSELL, Chairman. 


Copy of a letter from Stockport, to the Secretary of the London Cor- 
reſponding Society, Received 17th Sept. 1792. 
Dear Sir, - | 

In obedience to the wiſhes of the Society here, I have the pleaſure of 
acknowledging the honor of your letter, and the packet which the 
kindneſs of our brothers of the London Correfponding Society ſo op- 
portunely preſented us with. 

It is doubly deſerving our thanks, as it ſhews your kindneſs, and as 
it will be uſeful in the TG rmagithh of our infant Society : We ftand much 
in need of your experience in this particular, and we doubt not of your 
beſt aſſiſtance. We are ſurrounded by a majotity, a formidable one in- 
deed, in power, abilities, and numbers, but we are not diſmayed. 

We have carefully peruſed the addreſſes, and I am to obſerve on their 
contents in general, that the ſentiments Hardy riſe to that height which 
awe expect from men, ſenſible of their full claims Io abjolute and uncontreula- 
ble liberty, i. e. unactountable to any power which they have net immediately 
conflituted and appointed, 

Theſe are our ſentiments, whatever may be yours, though in the pre- 
ſent ſtate of political knowledge i may be prudent not to avow themopenty. 
We deſire your ſentiments on the means of accompliſhing that object 
which we preſume you have in view in common with us. We think it 
expedient that we ſhoald perfectly underſtand each other in the begin- 
ning, leſt the appearance of diſunion might furniſh matter of triumph to 
our enemies. We obſerve one expreſſion which ſays, * Numerous othet 
t reforms would undoubtedly wh place, &c. &c.” But we aſk, how is 
that Parliament to be choſen? Can we expect it from the preſent order 
of things? Would not all the evil be done away at ence by the people aſſembled 
in Convention! Does it appear probable, that the odious laws which we 
complain of will be aboliſhed any other way? Can the grievances anſmg 
from ariftocracy be redreſſed, while the retains its preſent 
authority in the legiflature ? Is the univerfal right of conſcience ever 
to be attained, while the B—— maintain their " on the ——, 

Your thoughts on theſe important points we moſt earneſtly defire may 
be tranſmitted to us as ſoon as poſſible: Not directed as the laſt; we fear 
it will excite ſuſpicion, Direct to Mr, ———— ————, Stock- 
port, who is chairman occafionally in the abſence of who reſides 
too far from hence to be at hand on emergencies. 
| Yours, &c, 


Copy 
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Copy of a letter from Mr. Margarot to the Friends of Univerſal Peace 
and of the Rights of Man Society at Stockport. 

Sir, London, 11th October 1792. 

With infinite ſatisfaction the London Correſponding Society Com- 

mittee peruſed your letter: They are happy to learn your ſteady deter · 

mination, fpite of all obſtacles, to purſue that ſole means of political fe- 
licity, a perfe& repreſentation of the people. f 

With regard to our publications, our ſentiments are expreſſed ix as 


Hrong terms as prudence will permit, yet plain exough wwe imagine to convince 


the public that while we expect every thing from an honeſt and an annu- 
al Parliament, nothing ſhort of ſuch a ſenate, chofen by the whole na- 
tion, will ſatisfy us. 

True generoſity, the characteriſtic of this nation, and of all unper- 
verted men throughout the globe, 7 upon us to countenance, at 
this juncture, the arduous ſtruggle of the French nation againſt deſpoti/m 
ard ariflecracy thoſe foes to the human race, we have reſolved upon ad- 
dreſſing the French National Convention. 1 
Without entering into the probable effects of ſuch a meaſure, effects 
which your Society will not fail to diſcover, we invite you to join us; 
and to that end here with you have a copy of our intended addreſs; if 
you approve the idea, and will concur in ſending it, be pleaſed to re- 
turn us without delay a copy, ſigned by your Preſident and Secretary, 
or by the delegates, ſtating . for how many perſons he ſigns, we 
will then aſſociate your body with ours, and with ſome others who have 
AUready aſſented to the meaſure.—If, on the contrary, you difapprove 
that mark of zeal ?oxvards the only nation that has hitherto undertaken ta 
reſtore to mankind its juſt rights, pleaſe to communicate to us your objec · 
tions. I am, Sir, 

For the Committee of Delegates, 


Yours, &c, 
| | M, M. Ch. 
Copy of a letter from the Editors of The Patriot to the Secretary of the 
London Correſponding Society. | 
Sir, Sheffield, October 15th, 1792. 
Having nothing particular to communicate to your Society at the 
time of the eee of our laſt number, we contented ourſelves with 
a general acknowledgment of the receipt of your favor. We now glad- 
ly embrace this opportunity of eſpecially thanking you for the ' «94 
and at the ſame time aſſuring you, that the communications you ſent 
us ſhall appear in the next number of the Patriot. 

We beg leave alſo to throw in our mite of commendation on the lau- 
dable ſpirit which you have evinced, in your intention to addreſs the 
National Convention of France; and hope ſincerely, that your example 
will be followed by all the Societies in the two kingdoms, Ireland hay- 
ing already fet the example. 

Within theſe few days we have received a letter from the Secretary of 
a Society intended to be formed at Stockport, a very populous manu- 
facturing town, only ſeven miles from Mancheſter, a copy of which we 
think it neceſſary to ſend you herewith, by which you will ſee the un- 
| juſtifiable 
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juſtifiable oppoſition which is making by the enemies to a reſorm, and 
the friends and tools of arbitrary power, againſt the increaſe of thoſe 
Societies, and the attempt to cruſh and annihilate our efforts in the cauſe 
of freedom in the very bud. We thought it our duty to anſwer the let- 
ter immediately, in order to give them every encouragement within the 
ſcope of our feeble abilities; and herewith alſo ſend your Society a copy 
of our letter on that occaſion ; but we are apprehenſive that the yoice 
of a few individuals may not have weight enough to anſwer the wiſhed 
for end, of inſpiring them with ſufficient confidence to perſevere. Ve 
hope your Society will alſo give them your ſanction, advice, and ſupport, as it 
will be in vain for the friends to retorm, to contend with the tremendu- 
ous hoſt of enemies they Have to encounter, unleſs they firmly on all 
occaſions ſtand by and ſuccour'one another. * 

It is with the greateſt ſatisfaction we announce to yoa, that ſeveral 
Societies have been formed within the laſt three weeks in Edinburgh, not 
leſs than feven or eight; and alſo that a patriotic print is about to make 
its appearance, under the direction of Major Johnſon, who is alſo Prefi- 
dent of one of the Societies. We have received ſome moſt ſpirited com- 
munications from thence; and our Bookſeller has ſent an order for 50 
additional numbers of every publication of our work more than what 
was before in circulation, with an aſſurance that it was daily increaſing 
in fame and demand for it. We clearly foreſee that Scotland will foon 
take the lead of this country, and conceive it will be neceſſary to take 
the greateſt care that an univerſal communication ſhould be conſtantly 
kept up between the ſeveral Societies, however diſtaat, and that all 
ſhould determine 10 act upon the ſame principle, and move 7ogether, at 
near as may be, in regular and active uniſon. Tuuas by this methad France 
became ſo thoroughly united; and we ought never to liſe ſight of it. 

The Sheffield Society has been lately reviſed and re- organized, and 
in a very ſhort time they will preſent the public with an addreſs, and a 
ſet of rules, regulations, and reſolves, which I think will do them in- 
finite credit. ö r D IN” 

We ſhall be happy to hear from your Society on every occaſion that 
may be agreeable and convenient; and any communications which in 
future they may wiſh to convey to the public through the medium of 
The Patriot, they may rely on it every attention and regard ſhall be 
paid to them. ; We remain, with great reſpect, 

| N ' Fellow Citizen, 
| Your's moſt reſpectfullv, 
| The Editors of the Partrivt, 


Copy of a letter from Leiceſter to the Secretary of the Society for 
©. © Conſtitutional Information. 
Sir, | 2 Leiceſter, 9th November, 1792. 
As I have not yet heard from you, I hope you will not omit my te- 
queſt, and forward every neceſſary particular by the firſt mail. 
We are to have our firſt adjourned meeting oa Monday evening next ; 


and I wiſh our Secretary to be well prepared to meet every expectation, 
and every objection. 17 
＋ 


. 
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Copy ot a letter ſrom the Society for Political Information at Nor- 
wich, to the Secretary to the London Correſponding Society. * 
Mr, . e Norwich, Nov. 11th, 1792. 

ir, | Is . 

We, the Society for Political Information, are deſirous of holding 
and ſtrenuouſſy ſupporting the noble fentiments which you ſo lately and 
friendly diſperſed among us; and as we ſo much admire your well. a- 
dopted plan for a reformation in the ſtate, permit us, with the utmoſt de- 
ference to your worthy Society, to participate with you inall your great 
national correſpondence, which your very name promiſes to maintain ; 
and in conſequence thereof, it is humbly deſired, by the Society which 
I have the happineſs to repreſent, to incorporate three members with 


-your worthy fraternity ; in doing which I ſhall here inform you of 


their names and reſidence, which ere as follows, — 
—- Our principal deſign in doing this, is, that we may have 
an * of knowing more exactly what may be thought the moſt 
eligible ſteps to be taken in carrying on this great buſineſs of our affo- 
ciated brethren, and to have an opportunity to aſk ſuch ſort of queſtions 
as may be tkought ver * 6 5 among the brethren; eſpecially 
when we think that 4 Fan aun are covered with a ſort of obſcurity 
in it, as the Sheffield people's declaration, which ſeemed determined 
to ſupport the Duke of Richmond's plan only ; but fince we find, in a 

rinted letter received from them in a book, that they mean to abide 

y ſome moderate reform, as may hereafter he brought forward by the 
Friends of the People, which method is uncertain to us. Again, we 
find that the Friends of the People, and the Society for Conſtitutional 


Information do not exactly agree; we could be glad to know the rea- 


ſon. It ſeems to me as though the difference was this ;—The Friends 


of the People mean only a partial Reform, becauſe they leave out the 
words expreſſing the Duke of Richmond's plan, and talk only of a Re- 
form; while the Mancheſter people ſeem to intimate, by addre//ing Mr. 
Paine, a: though they were intent upon Republican principles only: Now , 


to come cloſer to the main queſtion, it is only defired to know whether 


the generality of the Societies mean to reſt ſatisfied with the Duke of 
Richmond's plan only; OR WHETHER IT IS THEIR PRIVATE 
DESIGN TO RIP UP MONARCHY BY THE ROOTS, AND 
PLACE DEMOCRACY IN ITS STEAD. I fhall now, fir, give 
you an exact account of what plan I could wiſh to obtain, which I have 
already moved for at our General Meeting, viz. a full and equal Re- 
preſentation of the whole body of the People ; a general ſuffrage of 
votes, and Annual Parliaments. I remember the Society for Conttitu- 
tional Information intimated to us that Mr. uſed to write 


to them in the name of the Revolution Society: If vou approve of 
that appellation, pray beTo kind as to give us a full and fatisfactory 
anſwer, I Hall ſay no more at preſent, but remain a fiiend to peace, 
not 
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hot to anatchy ; a well-wiſher to the Rights of Man, when obtained 
by conſent ; and your moſt obedient, &c. 5 


Copy of a letter from Mancheſter to the Secretary of the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information, 


Sir, Mancheſter, November 1 3th, 1792. 

The Manchefter Reformation Society, being convinced that the cauſe 
of freedom will be much promoted by opening a correſpondence with 
the different patriotic Societies in this kingdom, have therefore thought 
it neceſſary to addreſs your Society for this purpoſe. 

The cauſe of liberty goes on rapidly in this town ; our Society meets aweek- 
ly, and we enter ſeveral new members every time, We ſhould have been 
more numerous had not the influence of the Ariſtoorats hunted us out 
of the public houſe where we met; but we hope this ſtep will be no 
ways detrimental in the end, for we preſently rallied our members, and 
took a private houſe to meet in, where we have met ſome time paſt : 
We are juſt going to publiſh a freſh declaration; and we have not the 
leaſt doubt but when it appears it will be the means of increaſing our 
Society prodigiouſly. 

We ſhall deem it as a great favour if you would ſend us any infor- 
mation that you may think worth communication, and may reſt aſſur- 
ed that we ſhall always be proud of any opportunity by which it may 
be in our power to retutn the favour; 

(Signed) — 
| Secretary to the Reformation Society. 
Pleaſe to direct to Mr, Gorſe, No. 7, Great Newton-Street, neat 
New Croſs, Mancheſter. 
Copy of a letter from Leiceſter to the Secretary of the Society for Con- 
ſtitutional Information, 
Sir, 


I ferit a letter per mail as a parcel, Y N. you to ſend me every 
particular requiſite to enable us to eſtabliſh a Conſtitutional Society at 
Leiceſter, ſimilar to yours, and thoſe at Mancheſter, Stockport, &c. 

Send me, if you pleaſe, all that is neceffary by it mail: We want 
laws, orders, principles, * I declarations; reſolutions, &c. 

am, Sir, 
Leiceſter, | (In great haſte) 

Nov. 15th, 1792. Your humble Servant, 


Copy of a letter from Coventry, to the Secretary of the Society fot 
Conſtitutional Information, 
Sir, 


At a meeting which was laſt week convened for the purpoſe of inſti- 
tuting a Society for Conſtitutional Information, it was determined by 
the perſons preſent to form themſelves into a Society for that purpoſe : 
As it was thought expedient that a plan ſhould be adopted, which would 
he calculated to produce the object of the inſtitution, the Society reſoly- 
ed that they would apply to the Conſtitutional Society in London; and 
it their requeſt J have now taken _ liberty of ſoliciting you would — 
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fo kind as to tranſmit to us a copy of the plan of the Sheffield or any 
other Society, which en may think beſt adapted to produce the end of the 
inſtitution. Your compliance with the requeſt will not only be a ſanc- 
tion to the inſtitution, but will be attended with the ſalutary effect which 
reſults from ſuch inſtitutions. 
I am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


P. S. Our corporation has been appriſed of our intention of forming 

a Conſtitutional Society; and have threatened us with a proſecution ; 
but-we are determined to perſevere in our intention, | 

Coventry, 
Nov. 26th, 1792. 

Ihe incloſed hand bill, which we privately circulated here ſome time ſince, 
has ſo exaſperated our corporation, that they now declare they will pu- 
niſh us with that rigour and ſeverity which the proclamation has em- 
powered them with. 


Copy of a letter from the Secretary of the London Correſponding So- 
ciety to the Secietary of the Society for Conſtitutional Information. 


Sir, London, zoth November 1792. 

I am directed by the Committee of Delegates of the London Corre- 
ſponding Society, to ſend your Society the incloſed copy of an addreſs 
they are forthwith going to publiſh, as an anſwer to the ſophiſtical ad- 
dreſs lately ſent forth from the aſſociation for the preſeryation of pro- 
perty, &c. from the inroads of levellers and republicans. 

I am, 
With great efteem, 
Dear Sir, 
Your very humble Servant, 
Secretary. 


Addreſs of the London Correſponding Society to the other Societies in 
Great Britain, united for the obtaining a reform in Parliament. 
Friends, and Fellow Countrymen, 

Unleſs we are greatly deceived, the time is approaching when the ob- 
Jet for which we ſtruggle is likely to come within our reach. That a 
nation like Britatn ſhould be free, it is requiſite only that Britons ſhould 
will it to become ſo—that ſuch ſhould be their will, the abuſes of our 
original conſtitution, and the alarms of our ariſtocratic enemies, ſuffici- 
ently witneſs. Confident in the purity of our motives, and in the juſ- 
tice of our cauſe, let us meet falſhood with proofs, and hypocriſy with 
plainneſs ; let us perſevere in declaring our principles, and miſrepreſen- 
tation will meet its due reward—contempt. 

In this view the artifices of a late ariſtocratic aſſociation, formed on 
the 2oth inſtant, call for a few remarks, on account of the declaration 
they have publiſhed relative to other clubs and Societies formed in this 
nation. It is true that this meeting of gentlemen (for ſo they ſtyle them- 
ſelves) have mentioned no names, inſtanced no facts, quoted no autho- 
rities; but they take upon themſclyes to aſſert that bodies of their coun/ 
trymen 
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trymen have been aſſociated, profeſſing opinions favourable to the 
RIGHT'S OF MAN, to LIBERTY and EQUALITY ; and moreover 
that thoſe opinions are conveyed in the terms, NO KING, NO PAR- 
LIAMENT.—So much for their aſſertions. 

If this be intended to include the Societies to which we reſpectively 
belong, we here in the moſt folemn manner deny the latter part of the 
charge, while, in admitting the former, we claim the privilege, and glo- 

in the character of Britons. Whoever ſhall attribute to us the ex- 
preſſions of NO KING, NO PARLIAMENT, or any deſign of invad- 
ing the property of other men, is guilty of a wilful, an impudent, and 
a malicious falſehood. | 

We know and are ſenſible that the wages of every man are his right ; 
that difference of ſtrength, of talents, — * induſtry, do and ought to 
afford proportional diſtinctions of property, which, when e and 
confirmed by the laws, is ſacred and inviolable. We defy the moſt 
ſlaviſh and malevolent man in the meeting of the 2oth inſt. to bring 
the remoteſt proof to the contrary. If there he no proof, we call upon 
them to juſtify an infidious calumny, which ſeems invented only to 
terrify independent Britons from reclaiming the rightful conſtitution of 
their country, We admit and we declare that we are friends to CIVIL 
LIBERTY, and therefore to NATURAL EQUALITY, both of 
which we conſider as the RIGHTS OF MANKIND. Could we be- 
lieve them to be in direct oppoſition to the laws of this land,” we 
ſhould bluſh to find ourſelves among the number of its inhabitants. 
But we are perſuaded that the abuſes of the conſtitution will never paſs 
current for its true principles; fince we are told in its firſt charter that 
ALL ARE EQUAL IN THE SIGHT OF THE LAW, which 
* ſhall neither be ſold, nor refuſed, nor delayed to any free man what- 
«« ſoever.” Should it ever happen that“ right and juſtice” are oppoſ- 
ed by expence, by refuſal, or by delay, then is this principle of equa- 
lity violated, and we are no longer free men. 

Such are our notions of thoſe rights, which it is boldly maintained 

e are inconſiſtent with the well-being of ſociety: But let us not ſuf- 
fer men who avow no principles of liberty, whoſe favourite cry is ine- 
quality of property, to eſtrange others of our countrymen from aiding 
us in ſerving the community, and from recovering to the nation that 
ſhare of its Sovereignty which has been unhappily ſacriticed to corrupt 
courtiers and intriguing boroughmongers. 
If our laws and conſtitution be juſt and wiſe in their origin and their 
principle, every deviation from them, as firſt eſtabliſhed, muſt be inju- 
rious to the people whoſe perſons and property were then ſecured ; if 
at the Revolution this country was adequately repreſented, it is now ſo 
no longer, and therefore calis aloud for Reform. 

If it be true that the people of Britain are ſuperior to other nations, 
is it that our taxes are leſs burthenſome ? or that our proviſions are leſs 
expenſive ? Is it from the various productions of our ſoil that we are 
rich? Is it owing to the majority of our numbers that we are ſtrong ? 


 —Certainly not. France has the advantage in all theſe reſpe&s, and 


up to this period ſhe has never been our ſuperior in wealth, in power, 
in 
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in talents, or in virtue. But let us not deceive ourſelves, the difference 
between us and that-nation was formerly that our monarchy was limit- 
ed, while theirs was abſolute—that the number of our ariftocracy did 
not equal the thouſandth part of theirs—that we had trial by jury, while 
they had none—that our perſons were protected by the laws, while 
their lives were at the mercy of every titled individual. We, therefore, 
had that to fight for which to them was unknown - ſince we were 
men while they were ſlaves. 8 SEES 

The ſcene has indeed changed—Like our brave anceſtors of the laſt 
century, they have driven out the family that would have deſtroyed 
them ; they have ſcattered the mercenaries who invaded their freedom, 
and have © broken their chains on the heads of their oppreſſors. If, 
during this conflict with military aſſaſſins and domeſtic traitors, cruelty 
and revenge have ariſen among a few inhabitants of the capital, let us 
lament theſe effects of a bloody and tyrannous manifeſto, but let us 
leave to the hypocrite pretenders to humanity the taſk of blackening 
the misfortune, and attributing to a whole nation the act of an cnrag- 
ed populace, | | | OTE 

As we have never yet been caſt ſo low at the foot of deſpotiſm, ſo it 
is not requifite that we ſhould appeal to the ſame awful tribunal with 
our brethren on the continent. May our enmities be written in ſand, 
but may our rights be engraven on marble! We deſire to overthrow 
no propeity but that which has been raiſed on the ruins of our liberty. 
We look with reverence on the landed and commercial intereſts of our 
country ; but we view with abhorrence that monoply of burgage te- 
nures unwarranted by law or reaſon in this or any ether nation in Eu- 
rope. 

Nos us then continue, with patience and firmneſs, in the path which 
is begun. Let us wait and watch the enſuing Seſſions of Parliament fram 
wwhom wwe have much to hope, and little to fear. The Houſe of Commons 
may have been the ſource of our calamity, it may prove that of our delive- 
rance. Should it not, ave truft aue fhall not prove unworthy of our forefa- 
thers, whyſe exertions in the cauſe of mankind ſo well deſerve our imitation. 


(Signed) MAURICE MARGAROT, Chairman. 
| ndon, —  SCcretary, 
29th Nov. 1792. | 
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Appendix E. 


Shefſield Society for Conſtitutional Information. 


Copy of a letter from the Conſtitutional Society at Sheffield to the 
Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional Information. 


Committee Room, January 16th, 1793. 


«© Reſolved, 


** That acircular letter be immediately forwarded by this Committee 
to every Society in Great Britain (that is known to us) which has aſ- 
| | ſociated 


LY EE To, —_ 


na UN - &G So. v mn Fr SU WW  - hor 


* WE 21 


Was 
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* 
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| t 
re ſociated for the purpoſe of obtaining a Reform in Parliament, re- 
0 queſting each Society to inform us in what manner they mean to 


*« come forward in ſupport of their ſeveral declarations during the pte- 
* ſent Seſſion of Parliament.“ f 


Sir, 5 | | 

In conſequence of the above reſolution, we take the liberty of ad - 
drefling your Society, and of — you that it is the opinion of 
this Committee, that the ſentiments and determination of every Soci- 
ety in Great Britain ought to be explicitly known, and candidly decla- 
red, in order that ſuch of them as coincide in idea on this great con- 
ſtitutional queſtion may act in concert together; a circumſtance which 
will greatly add to their ſtrength and conſequence, and which indeed 
appears to be indiſpenſably requiſite to be done without further delay. 

We therefore beg leave to ſtate, that in our opinion any Reform wall 
prove nugatory, or at leaſt fall far ſhort of the permanent and impor- 
tant advantages to the country and conſtitution which we have in view, 
that does not conſiſt of @ reſtoration of the right of Univerſal Su Frage (ex- 
cept of perſons nat of ſane mind, under the age of twenty-one years, and thoſe 
incapacitated by crimes) together with Anuaal Elections; and tor the pur- 
poſe of regaining theſe our rights, we propoſe to petition the Commons 
Houſe of Parliament this Seſſion, to take into their moit ſerious confi- 
deration the preſent very inadequate ſiale of the Repreſentation of the People 
of Great Britain, the various and great abuſes reſulting therefrom, and 
that they will take ſuch ſpeedy and effectual meaſurcs to remove thoſe 
evils, and remedy the grievances conſequent thereon, as to their wiſ- 
dom ſhall ſeem moſt proper. ' 

As the importance and magnitude of the queſtion requires that no 
time ſhould be loſt which can poſſibly be avoided, we beg that your 
Society will have the goodneſs to inform us how far our propoſed plan 
meets with your approbation, or in what reſpect, and to what degree of 
extent, we differ, | 

At all events it appears highly neceſſary that the ſeveral Societies in 
the kingdom ſhould requelt to know immediately what are the expreſs 
views and plans of Ihe Society of the Friends of the People,” in 
order that they may be enabled to judge how fai they ſhall be warranted 
in ſeconding and ſupporting the bill which Mr. Grey has given notice 
he means to introduce into the Houſe of Commons, in the courſe of the 
rar x Seſſion, for the purpoſe of obtaining this great and deſitable 
object. 

Requeſting an anſwer as ſpeedily as poſſible - we remain, with the 
greateſt reſpeR, in the name, and by order of the Committee, 


Sir, 
Your moſt obedient ſervants, 


1 — — —-, Preſident. 
—— —: Secretary, 


815 Copy 
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Copy of a letter from the Society for Conſtitutional Information at Bir- 
mingham to the Society for Conſtitutional Information in London. 


Birmingham, February 6th, 1793. 


Friends and Fellow Citizens, 


The members of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, eſta- 
bliſhed at this place, November 2oth, 1792, take this opportunity of 
laying before you our printed addreſs and declaration, and our rules 
and orders, which we have adopted from the Sheffield Society for our 
internal government ; and to ſhew our juſtice, our moderation, and 
love to all mankind, we deſire your advice and aſſiſtance, that the gene- 
ral mind of our Society may be formed unanimouſly to the beſt and 
moſt likely mode of obtaining our long-loſt rights as men free born, 
and as citizens by univerſal incorporation. | 

The intereſted and bigotted ſupporters of the exploded ſyſtem of 
corruption are continually throwing obftacles in the way of all Reform, 
and threaten us with rigorous proſecutions, and exhibit all the engines 
of power and tyranny before us for 'meeting to inveſtigate the laws of 
our country, and endeayouring to obtain, in a legal and peaceable 
manner, the birth-right of every Briton, (viz.) an equal Repreſentation 
of the People in Parliament, notwithſtanding which numbers daily flock 
to the ſtandard of liberty. We are determined, in ſpite of all baſe op- 
poſition, to perſevere as we have begun, in the good cauſe, till we have 
obtained the defirable end, a redreſs of our grievances. © 

We fincerely think the cauſe is of God, and that it would go on 
without our interference; but who can ſtand by an idle ſpectator, and 
fee our fellow men ſtruggling for us in the cauſe of liberty, and not 
have a wiſh to lend a helping hand in the humane and godlike worl: ? 

We ardently and fincerely deſire to become inſtrumental in ſo good 
and great a work, the cauſe of liberty and of all mankind, both pre- 
ſent and ſuture. | . x 

The grateful thanks of our Society are given to Mr. Horne Tooke, 
Major Cartwright, Mr. Erſkine, and the reſt of the members of the 
Conſtitutional Society for Information in London, for their firm-and 
manly ſupport and perſeverance in our common cauſe of liberty and 
good will to all mankind, and their ſteady purpoſe to obtain an effec- 
tual Reform in the Legiſlative Houſe of the People, the Commons 
Houſe of Parliament. | 

Our Society requeſts the favour of your admitting the following 
twelve perſons whoſe names are ſubſcribed, to be enrolled members of 
your Society, for the purpoſe of correſponding with yours and every 
other ſimilar inſtitution in the nation, for the better regulating our 
meaſures, and receiving inſtruction. ; 

Wiſhing you all the ſucceſs your laudable undertaking deſerves--we 
are, with ſincerity, your fellow citizens and friends. 

The names of the twelve perſons mentioned above, and of the per- 
ſons to ditect to, are ſubjoined.] 


Draft 
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Draft of a letter from Mr. Margarot to the Conſtitutional Society at 
Sheffield. 
Gentlemen, 12th February 1793. 
The London Correſponding Society defer anſwering your kind letter, 
until they ſhall have been able to aſcertain the fenſe of the whole Socie- 
ty on the matter. They mean likewiſe to confer thereon with all the 
other Societies in London, and alſo, if poſſible, to collect the ideas of 
the unaſſociated, on an object fo important to us all. Iam, 
Gentlemen, 
with eſteem, 
your fellow labourer, &c. 
Copy of a letter from the Committee of the Friends of the People to 
the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society. | 
Sir, Frith-Street, February 1 5th, 1793. 
I am directed by the Society of the Friends of the People, to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your letter, dated iſt February, 1793. Having 
pledged ourſelves by our public acts and documents to ufe every effort 
in our power for the purpoſe of obtaining a compleat, ſubſtantial, and 
radical reform, of the repreſentation of the people in Parliament, we 
never can be ſuppoſed to have ſurrendered to any other body of men the 
exerciſe of our own diſcretion with reſpect both to the plan which we 
deem moſt effectual for the purpoſe, and the time which we may think 
moſt favourable for offering it to the public ; at preſent we think, that 
to make public our views on theſe ſubjects would be to furniſh arms to 
our enemies, and to injure the cauſe in which we are engaged. The pe- 
riod, however, is probably not very far diſtant when theſe particulars 
will be made known to the public ; it is ſufficient now to expreſs our 
confidence that that moment will prove, by evidence more fubſtantial 
than profeſſions, that we will propoſe no plan of reform which is ſhort 
of an effectual deſtruction of abus in the repreſentation of the people, 
and that we have honeſtly exerted every faculty we poſſeſs in chuſing 
the time moſt favourable to the ſucceſs of our plan 
We have learned, with affliction and indignation, the arbitrary and 
unconſtitutional interruption of meetings of citizens, peaceably and law- 
fully aſſembled, for the diſcuſſion and maintenance of their rights. We 
have ever viewed with utter diſapprobation, both of their principles and 
proceedings, the aſſociations who have heen the authors or inſtruments 
of this perſecution. Their principles, we think, are repugnant to the 
free ſpirit of the — law, and their conduct, we think, has been as 
injurious and oppreflive as the principle of their inſtitution is unconſtitu - 
tional and abſurd. But deeply penetrated as we are with theſe ſenti- 
ments we neither poſſeſſed power nor legal competence to interpoſe for 
the protection of an individual, ſuffering even under the moſt unjuſt pro- 
ſecution. We cannot, therefore, feel ourſelves blameable for inaction 
in caſes of which the particulars were never laid before us, and in which 
it might have been perhaps iimpoſſible, and perhaps improper, for us to 
bave interfered. 
We do not think it neceffary to make any particular remarks on 
thoſe publications which you have put forth, We are not called opon 
1 | to 


| 
| 
| 
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to pronounce any judgment on the publications of individuals or fo. 
cieties; and however we may lament the grievances of which ſome of 
your publications complain, our efforts muſt neceſſarily be limited to 
the object of an inſtitution, the creation of an organ to ſpeak the pub- 
lic voice in legiſlation. | 

We cannot help expreſſing ſome ſurprize at the information that 
ſocieties in different parts of the Kingdom, who were ſolicitous about 
the nature and extent of our plans of reform, inſtead of expreſſing ſuch 
ſolicitude to ourſelves, ſhould have choſen the indirect and circuitous 
channel of any other ſociety. Had they applied to the Friends of the 
People directly, they would aſſuredly have received every information 
compatible with the prudence, and with a due regard to the ſucceſs of 
our common cauſe, IF 

On the ſubject of your correſpondence with the National Conventi- 
on of France, we freely communicated to you an opinion in our laſt 
letter. We ſee no reaſon to change the ſentiments which we then 
expreſſed on the prudence and tendency of that meaſure; for though 
we not only acknowledge, but avow with pride, * that to wiſh ſuc- 
* ceſs to the cauſe of Freedom, is congenial to the heart of a Briton,” 
yet we cannot think that men engaged in ſo momentous a cauſe as that 
of Parliamentary Reform are entitled to make public declarations, even 
of their moſt virtuous ſentiments, in any manner which may injure that 
cauſe, ſerve the purpoſes, and ſtrengthen the pretexts of its enemies. 
Far be it from us to treat with ſeverity and rigour even thoſe errors and 
indiſcretions into which men may be betrayed by a generous zeal for 
the cauſe of Freedom; but ſurely it cannot be denied, that the cor- 
reſpondence of ſocieties in this country with public bodies in France, 
has furniſhed the moſt ſpecious pretences to intereſted men for con- 
founding a virtuous ſenſibility to the intereſts of liberty in other coun- 
tries, with a criminal intention to introduce diſorder and civil com- 
motion into our own; it is chiefly by the help of this pretext that 
deſigning men have ſo ſucceſsfully practiſed on the alarms of the public, 
and that timid honeſty has been rendered the dupe and the inſtrument 
of corruption. But on this ſubject all further remark is now become 
unneceſlary, as every good citizen muſt now feel himſelf precluded from 
all political intercourſe with France, (for a period which we earneftly 
pray may be very ſhort) by a war, the principle of which we utterly diſap- 
prove; the inevitable evils of which we deeply deplore; and at the 
poſſible conſequences of which we tremble. 

Among the moſt wiſe and honeſt friends of liberty there muſt ariſe 
frequent differences of opinion and of conduct; and theſe differences, 
the natural effect of an independent judgment and an independent ſpirit, 
are perfectly compatible with mutual confidence and co-operation, 
When, indeed, deſigning perſons avail themſelves of ſuch differences to 
ſow diſtruſt, and to inſinuate ſuſpicions againſt the characters and inten- 
tions of men, it 1s then only that they become pernicious and injurious. 
Againſt practices which might produce ſuch a ſpirit of diſunion and 
diſtruſt it is ſurely almoſt unneceſſary to warn the friends of liberty at 
a moment when our enemies are fo formidable and ſo united, I hey 
have 
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( 137 ) | 
have ſacrificed all inferior intereſts and all former differences to their 
common intereſt 1a perpetuating abuſes and corruptions. Let it not 
be ſaid, that more generous motives have a leſs powerful influence on 
the human mind, and that the love of liberty 1s not able to produce 
that union among her friends, which in her enemies has ariſen ſrom the 
moſt abje& and ſordid aſſions. 3 1 | 

It ſeems ſcarce neceſſary to repreſent to the London Correſponding 
Society, the peculiar neceſſity of circumſpeRion and moderation at a 
moment when the moſt venial indiſcretion of the friends of Reform is 
remarked with ſuch malignant watchfulneſs, and converted into an ar- 
gument a the cauſe of Reform itſelf. | | 

He muſt ſurely either be a ſecret enemy, or an unſafe and pernicious 
triend of that cauſe, who could prompt you to any thing that could be 
conſtrued into indiſcretion, or who could labour to ſow diſtruſt amon 
the ſmall. number of thoſe who now appear in behalf of freedom in Eng- 
land, at a period when a perſecution is carried on againft the friends of 
Reform at home, and a war is commenced, which in its progreſs may 
combine the arms of England with thoſe of powers engaged in a cru- 
ſade againſt the general liberties of Europe, | 5 

pp In name and by order of the Committee. 


Draft of a lettet from the London Correſponding Society, intended as 
| 5 aan anſwer to the foregoing letter, 
The Committee of the London Du e, Society have, at pre- 
ſent, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of ꝓhe 1 5th of February. 
With pleaſure we perceive your Society not unwilling to keep up a 
correſpondence with us, yet, at the ſame time, we are forry that you 
ſhould appear to be hurt by. the plain queſtions we put to you in our 
laſt—aſk of you what meaſures you mean to purſue in a matter which 
concerns us all, is certainly no ways calling upon you to ſurrender up 


to our Society, or to the public at large, your diſcretion—nor can we 


conceive that a body of men, having pledged themſelves to the public, 
can be a ſufficient ſecurity to that public, to repoſe implicit confidence 
in them, without being made further acquainted with the nature and 
extent of the plan you mean to purſue, in crder that we, the people, 
may, if we approve it, co-operate with you—the extent of your pro- 
poſed Reform, we apprehend, is already determined upon, and we can 
diſcover no advantage likely to reſult from its ſecrecy-—-on the contra- 
ry, if ave are to aſk for ourſelves the ſame thing which our friends mean 
to aſk for us, the latter muſt receive their inſtruction from us, or we 
muſt be directed by them—in either caſe there muſt be no ſecrets. 
We further conceive, that the permanency of a Reform muſt be found- 
ed on the acquieſcence of the public, who, after maturely e 
on every thing propoſed, ſhall have found your plan the moſt uſefu 
and the beſt that could poſſibly be laid down.—The buſineſs we are 
engaged in is of tos important a nature to admit of reſerve or diſguiſe 
— We will therefore, by the frankneſs of our behaviour, ſhew ourſelves 
worthy the friendſhip of a ſociety of honeſt men endeavouting to "oo 
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their country, and plainly tell you, our country correſpondents did not 
defire us to inquire of you what you meant to do, but fairly aſked us 
whether we thought you honeſt ? whether we thought yqu meant to 
ſerve a party or the nation? whether we imagined you intended a par- 
tial or compleat reform? Addieſſed in this manner to us, and blunt as 
thoſe queſtions may appear, they have nothing in them which can poſ- 
ſibly offend you, the prople have always an undoubted right to ſcruti- 
nize the character and principles of them who call themſelves their 
friends, and as ſuch avow an intention of bringing forward meaſures in 
which we are all ſo deeply intereſted. —As to the furniſhing our ene- 
mies with arms by a diſcloſure of our intention, we cannot conceive 
that demands founded on conſtitutional rights can loſe any of their 
force by being made public. Reaſon /vires acquirit eundo) to triumph 
requires only to be known ; and as none of the people's demands, are 
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and reafon muſt unavoidably bear down all before them without the 
aſſiſtance of guile. R 

Under the idea, that were you ſay ** You neither poſſeſſed power 
legal competence to interfere for the protection of an individual ſuf- 
e fering under the moſt unjuſt proſecution,” you allude to the caſe of 
our Bill Sticker : We muſt beg to ſet you right, and to inform you we 
never, as a Society, ſought the interference of any body of men; on the 
contrary we are firmly perſuaded, however hard ſuch caſes may bear 
ypon individuals, they will eventually prove of ſervice to the public, 
nothing having a greater tendeney towards rouſing the country from 
- too prevalent apathy with regard to ſtretch of prerogative and abuſe 
of power. | nts 

| As to our addreſs to the French National Convention, we imagine it 
beſt to ſay no more about it at preſent, only that if it has furniſhed pre- 
texts to deſigning men it has only ſaved them the trouble of ſeeking 
excuſes elſewhere; but ſuch men, even without our aid, would haye 
been at no loſs; at the ſame time we are apt to believe the plan for 
war, if conceived before then, was by no means accelerated thereby — 
intended as preventatives, addrefſes might have been effectual if they 
had been more generally adopted; the only fault therein, that by a miſ- 
taken idea the addreſſers gave credit to the nation for a greater degree 
of energy than it really poſſeſſed. We agree with you that unity of 
ſentiment was no way incompatible with diverſity of opinion, and that 
the latter is natural to independent minds; with the ſame object in 
view, their mode of purſuing it will undoubtedly differ; with caution, 
therefore, we will watch over thoſe who wiſh ro ſow the feeds of unne- 
ceſſary diftruſt among us, and will at the ſame time take good care that 
the doctrine of implicit confidence may not gain ground among us. 
Full as much as yourſelves we plead the neceſſity of union among the 
Friends of Liberty, but lament that it is prevented, or at leaſt retarded, 
ene; inſtances, by the ſame thing that promotes it among the ene- 
mĩes o reform, namely, intereſt; with them all their intereſt is for the 
continuation of abuſes, while to ſome of us a reform muſt be attended 
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with pecuniary loſs, and many others would loſe their employ, their 
daily bread, were it known they took an active part:—thus the ſame 
motive, aſſuming on one ſide the appearance of a virtue gives'emulation 
to bad men, and on the other, in its vileſt but moſt natural form, ſtays 
the progreſs of thoſe who, with the beſt intentions, labour to ſave their 
country. * 

We thank you for your kind and prudent advice, enjoining us modes» 
ration and diſcretion at this critical moment, when every imprudence 
in the advocate is liable to be rendered prejudicial to the cauſe itſelf. 
Draft of a letter from the London Correſponding Society to the Con- 
en —_*  ſtitutional Society at Sheffield. | 

| LEI} 4th March 1793. 

The London Correſponding Society have at preſent to acknowledge 

your laſt, and to anſwer more fully your preceding letter. 
With regard to petitioning Parliament, abe are unanimous in the opinion, 
that ſuch a petition will not pruduce a reform ; yet from many confide rations 
abe are now perſuaded, that if every Sitiety in the iſland auill ſend forward a 
petition, wwe ſhall ultimately gain gronnd, for as much as it will force thepre- 
ſent members ;# the ſenate to repeatedly diſcuſs the ſubject, and their delibera- 
tions, printed inthe different newſpapers, will moſtnaturally awaken the 
Jublic mind towards the object of our purſuit; the nation once inform- 
ed that a reform in Parliament is ſought for from different quarters, gives 
riſe to debates in the Houſe of Commons, and is acknowledged by 
every rank to be wanting, will begin to exerciſe their own reaſon on 
the ſubje&; arrived at that period, we preſume our buſineſs will be nearly 
accompliſhed, gd, 
Let us cloſely follow up our Nottingham brethren ; let every Society 
petition ſeparately ; let every week furniſh a freſh petition, and afford 
a freſh debate; e ſeek to open the eyes of the public: Petitions on 
our part and rejections on the part of the miniſtry, will effectually do it. 
We therefore highly approve of your idea, and will ourſelves follow it 
up, and recommend it to all the other ſocieties we correſpond with ; 
and withal we recommend to you that no time be loſt in ſo doing. 
With you we lament the evils of an imprudent and inconſiderate war, 
« war rather eagerly ſought for the advancement of private ends, than 
carefully deprecated from conſiderations of public good —a conteſt un- 
favourable to this country, whether either France or Deſpotiſm gain the 
upper hand. We join with you in gratitude to thoſe worthy members 
of either Houſe, who have endeavoured to avert this national calamity, 
to whom we have likewiſe returned our public thanks—and we remain 
with ſincerity and affection, * e 
| | Your friends and fellow labourers, 
Copy of a letter from the United Societies at Norwieh to the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information. 7 
United Political Societies pt Norwich, 5th March, 1793. 

| Gentlemen, 2 

It is with peculiar ſatis faction we are favoured with your correſpon- 

dence, not merely becauſe you are ſo, ali bengh you are better fitted to diffuſe 


knowledge, 
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4nowledge, but becauſe you are embarked in the ſame magnanimous 
cauſe, which demands with alacrity the attention of every individual, 
and it is with the utmoſt regret we ſee ſo many, either from ignorance 
or ſomething worſe, who are inimical to their own inteteſt, for nothing 
contributes ſo much to ſupport the oppreſſor as the ignorance of the op- 
preſſed, for which purpoſe the flood gates have been opened gradually, 
till by degrees the ſtreams. of corruption have nearly ovetflowed the 
land, ſuch as bounty acts, borrowing qualification and ſeptennial acts, 
beſides landing armies, exciſe and ty thing laws, with various others too 
painful for reflection, without credit to the framers thereof, and with 
advantage to ſociety. We do not preſume to recapitulate theſe abuſes 
for your information, but being experimentally acquainted with them, 
we wiſh to find out a methed of redreſs. At preſent we ſee a great propriety 
in Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Elections, but we beg you will be oblig- 
ing enough to intorm us of what you have collected of the ſenſe of the 
people by your correſpondents.— We have to inform you, that our 
evorthy Correſpouding Societies of Loudon have recently ſubmitted three pro- 
poſitions for our inveſtigation : Firſt, whether a petition ta Parliament, or an 
Addreſs to the King, or a Convention. JETS 

Permit us briefly to ſtate our views for your reviſal; and with reſpe& 
to the firſt, we behold we are a conguered People; we have tamely ſub- 
mitted to the galling yoke, and 2 — in the preſeve circumſtances 
is vain z we cannot, we cannot act the man, and as neceſſity have no 
law, we think ourſelves under that degrading nece//ity to flate our griev- 
ances to the Houſe of Commons, with a. requeſt for redreſs, and ſhould they 
refuſe to grant onr reaſonable petition, we have ſtill got (no thanks to them) 
a formidable engine, that will convey the inſult to the remoteſt parts of the 
kingdom, As to the propriety of the ſecond, we with to ſubmit to your 
ſuperior judgment, and ſhould eſteem it a favour to be informed of the 
reſult, for at preſent we are dubious of its good conſequences. Laſtly, a 
Convention, and oh! that the period were arrived; but in the preſent 
ſtate of affairs, alas! it is impracticable; yer thir is the object aue purſue, 
and eſteem any other means only in ſubordinatiam to, and as having a ten- 
dency to accompliſh that defirable end. op 
Me wiſh to be in uniſon with our brethren and fellow labourers, and 
ſhould be glad of any information as ſoon as it is convenient, and we 
beg your advice whether it is neceſſary, as ſoon as poſlible, to called „ig. 
matures to @ petition for a real Repreſentation of the People, and by whom 
to preſent it; whether Mr. Coke, Mr, Burch, or any of the friends of 
the people; and whether it is attended with any expence. Our nem- 
bers are both inimical to the buſineſs. | | 

We can give you no accurate ſtatement of the repreſentation in our 
neighbourhood, only obſerve it is equally farcical here as elſewhere. 
To conclude with for all favours received, wiſhing you and 
ſucceſs, and may heaven avert We ſubſcribe 


ourſelves, gentlemen, ' your Obliged humble ſervant, 
(Signed) — . 
Note. Pleaſe to direct to St. Mary's Church, Mr. 


being co longer our Secretary. — We have between 30 and 40 /eparate 
Secieties in- Norwich, beſides many in the country villages,— 
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Copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional 
- Information at Birmingham, to the Secretary of the Society for Con- 
2 ſtitutional Information at London. ne Perc? 
„Sir, | Birmingham, March 25th, 1793. 
At the requeſt of the Society for Conſtitutional Information I hereby 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter, whereby it appears that your 
Society have acceded to out requeſt, by electing the perſons (whoſe 
names you were furniſhed with) as aſſociated members in your Society, 
for which we beg you to accept our united thanks, and beſt wiſhes that 
your Society may go on to accumulate a maſs of true patriots, whoſe 
principles may not be ſubverted by intereſt, or conquered by fear. 
This Society offers with gratitude their thanks and commendations 
to — ——— = £1q. for the preſent accompanying your letter, 
but more particularly for his zeal in the cauſe of freedom, which can- 
not be promoted but by the free uſe of the preſs, which we truſt will 
never be reſtrained from Britons. Another letter accompanies this, 
containing a few particulars, which we doubt not you will peruſe with 
pleaſure, Wall write He pray" on that ſubject ſhortly. 
„ole = J am, &, 


* 


Copy of a letter from the Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society at 
Sheffield to the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society. 


11 Sheffield, Committee Room of the Conſtitutional Society, 

Sir, | April 19th, 1793. 

- T am defired by the Committee to encloſe you a printed copy of the 
petition agreed on by the inhabitants here, to be preſented to the 
Houſe of Commons, for a Reform in Parliament, and the addreſs ac- 
companying the ſame. Upwards of 5000 ſignatures are already affixed 
to it, and we have no doubt there will be at leaſt as many more. 

"Fo, 7 I am, with great reſpect, Sir, 

Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


| Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society. 
To the Secretary of the | 
Correſponding Society, London, | | 
P. 9. Having no direction to the Conſtitutional Whigs, Indepen- 
dents, and Friends of the People, and being defired by them “ to con- 
0 vey future favours through the ſame channel as the laſt,“ which wos 


by your means, beg you will ſend the other letter which comes direted 


to you by ſame poſt, to Mr. 


* 


Copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional 
nformation to the Secretary of the United Political Societies at 
Norwich, | | 

Sir, | 16th April, 1793. 
We have to acknowledge, with great ſatisfaction, the letter which 
you favoured us with, dated the 5th inſt. relative to the moſt defirable 
of all other objects, the Reform ot a Parhamentary Repreſentation. 
The honour you do us in ſuppoſing that we are better fitted then yo" 
| ves 


, Secretary of ſaid Society. 
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ſelves for the promotion of political knowledge we muſt diſclaim, be» 
cauſe we obſerve with the greateſt pleaſure, that our country corre- 
ſpondents have too much zeal and information to want ſuccefs'in their 
public endeavours, whether at Norwich, at Sheffield, at Manchefter, or 
elſewhere throughout the nation. In our ſincerity for the good ot our 
country, we truſt that we are all equal, and as ſuch we doubt not of 
our ultimate ſucceſs, „l 
Me ſee, with ſorrow, the exiſtence of thoſe evils which you fo juſtly 
repreſent as the ſtreams of corruption overflowing this once free and 
proſperous country. We ſee, with ſurpriſe and abhorrence, that men 
are to be found both able and willing to ſupport thoſe corruptions. It 
is, however, no ſmall conſolation to find that others are not wanting, 
in every point of the nation, of an oppoſite character, who are ready to 
remedy, by all laudable and honourable means, the defect in our repre- 
ſentation, the uſurped extenſion of the duration of Parliaments, and- 
ther grievances, ſuch as you notice in your letter. ply 
\ That the Conſtitution of England has no more of that charaer it 
once poſſeſſed ; that the ſuppoſed Democracy of the country has be. 
come a matter of property and privilege ;. and that we have therefore 
no longer that mixed government which our adverſaries are praiſing, 
when they know ir is no longer in our poſſeſſion, are facts notorious ' 
and indiſputable. Where then are we to look for the remedy ? To 
that Parliament of which we complain, to the executive power, which 
is implicitly obeyed, if not anticipated, in that Parliament ; or to our- 
ſelves repreſented, in ſome meeting of delegates for the extenſive put. 
poſe of Reform, which we ſuppoſe you underſtand by tke term Con. 
vention. | 
It is the end of each of thefe propoſitions that we ovght to look to: 
and as ſucceſs in a good cauſe muſt be the effe of perſeverance, aud 
the rifing reaſon of the time, let us determine with coolneſs, but let us 


- perſevere with deciſion. As to a Convention, we regard it as a plan 


the moſt deſirable and moſt practicable, ſo ſoon as the great body of 
the people ſhall be courageous and virtuous enough to join us in the 
attempt. 10 Vs) 

Hitherto we have no reaſon to believe that the moment is arrived for 
that purpoſe — As to any Petition to the Crown, we believe it hope- 
leſs in its conſequences.—With reſpe& to the laſt of your propoſal, 
we are at a loſs to adviſe. If theevent is looked to in the vote which 
may be obtained from that body to whom this petition is to be ad- 
dreſſed, which of us can look to it without the proſpect of an abſo- 
lute negative ? In this point of view therefore it cannot require a 
moment's conſideration. But if we regard the ps/icy of ſuch a petition, 
it may, in our apprehenſion, be well worth confidering as a warning 
voice to our preſent legiſlators, and as a ſignal for imitation to the 
majority of the people. Should ſuch a plan be vigorouſly and gene- 
rally purſued, it would hold out a certainty to our fellow countrymen 
that we are not a handful of individuals unworthy of attention or con- 
ſideration, who deſire the reſtoration of the ancient Liberties of Eng- 
land; but, on the contrary, it might bring into light that * 
1991 8 Well 


% 
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well · meaning men, who, in the different towns and counties of this 
realm, are ſilently but ſeriouſly anxious for reformation in the governs 
ment. eee ee | | | | | | 5 
We exhort you, with anxiety, to purſue your laudable endeavours 
for the common good, and never to deſpzir of the public cauſe, 0 
. n 1 We are, &c. Fe 
0 Signed by arder, in the name of the , _. 
We Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
9 OY 20 as Wo 1 —— — — Secietaty. 


Copy of a printed Letter from the Conſtitutional Society at Sheffield 
do the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society, © + 
Committee Room of the Conſtitutional Society, Sheffield, April 


3 „ 
Sir, 


„JL am deſired by the Committee of this Society to tranſmit you the 
annęxed reſolutions, and to aſk. the opinion of your ſociety whether it 
may not be expedient for all the Societies in Great Britain to adopt 
ſimilar teſolutions, and to fix on a Rated time to follow them up with 
petitions or remonſtrances, or both, againſt the preſent impolitic and 
ruigous war.—We think that a meaſure of this kind, coming, from, {o 
many quarters of the kingdom at the ſame time, , would not fail of 
having great weight; and the preſent lamentable ſtate of the country 
demands that ſomething effectual ſhould be adopted towards its relief. 

_- Requeſting, as ſpeedy, an anſwer as poſſible, I remain, with the 
gteateſt reſpect, Sir, Your moſt obedient Servant, 
on gs — — „Secretary. 

ee tor 31 e . 9 
At a General Meeting of the Conſtitutional Society of Sheffield; 
held on Friday the 12th of April, 1793. | 
| in the Chair. 


_ Reſolved, That Peace is the bleſſing, and War the curſe and ſcourge 
of nations; and that the preſent war is deſtructive of the happiach 
commerce, and liberties of this country; that our manufacturers and 
merchants already deplore its wretched effects; and that nothing ſhort 
of an immediate Peace can ſave this country from ruin. 

Reſolved, That as the motives alledged by the Executive MAGITS- 
TRATE for conducting the war againit the Republic of France no 
longer exiſt, we deem it imptoper that a defenſive ſhould be converted 
into an offenſive war, and muſt eventually exhauſt the revenues, and 
ſpill the blood of our countrymen. 

Reſolved, "That no provocatives or manifeſtos of the French war- 
rant us, during this unexampled criſis of public and domeſtic dangers, 
in the proſecution of an offenſive war, which is now becoming, we 
dread, the war of Kings, and not of their ſubjects. | 

Reſolved, That notwithſtanding any previous inſults we may have 
offered to the Republic ot France, it does not behove the character of 
a generous government to purſue with vengeance thoſe they hate and 
have injured, = Reſolved, 


— 


1 


BO JG Os, 
| Reſolved, That as our ally is by public authbfitydetlated to be nb 


longer in danger, as her tbwns are repaired and gartiſoned ; and-as the 


re · conqueſt of Belgic provinces form a potent barrier to any preſent 
projects of invaſion on the part of the French, it is our opinion that 
the Britiſh troops ouglit to be recalled, 0 102 
Reſolved, That as an alliance with the kingdom of France was 
conſidered by William Pitt, as of the gteateſt importance to the com- 
merce and happineſs of this country, it is the opinion of this Society 
that it ought to be renewed with the Republic of France, more eſpe- 
cially to prevent the ambitious views of thoſe confederate deſpots 0 
at Pilnitz and Pavia, agree to ſhare the remnant of Poland, the ſpoil 
of France, and of European Turkey. | | | 
| G e ene, . 

—ů—ů—  , ecretary. 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Conffitutional Society at 
Sheffield to the Secretary of the Correſponding Society in London. 
. a ; (73 4 LIK» 1 NJ. Jon einm 
Sheffield, Committee Room of the Conſtitutional: Society, 
N May 3d, 179 3» X 3a SAC OTEL IT 1 54 
I am defired by the Committee to acknowledge the receipt of your 
laſt favour, and to thank you for the ſame. You' will ſee by this, copies 
of the petitions which we ſent you, that we have taken the Rep you 
ſo warmly recommended, and which indeed you might well ſuppoſe, 
after our circular letter on the ſcebjet, we ought not to omit doing. 
We did it as the act, not of the fociety alone, but of the whole towi 
and neighbourhood. There were nearly ten thouſand ſignatures to it. 
We have ſent you herewith ſeveral copies of the reſolutions we have 
entered into againſt the war, which we beg you will diſtribute in ſuch 
manner as you ſhall think beſt for the purpoſe intended, and let us 
know, as ſoon as poſſible, how you approve of them. | 
The direction you ſent before is as good a one as you can have, to 
Mr. ————, at ————, Sheffield. By order, and in the name 
of the committee, | I am, Sir, 
Your very humble Servant, 


—ů— — b e ee 
Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society. 


Draft of a letter from the London Cn Society to the Secre- 
tary of the Friends of the People at Edinburgh. 


Sir, London, May 17th, 1793. 


The London Correſponding Society eagerly ſeize the opportunity of 
Mr. going back to Edinburgh, to requeſt of your Society a 
renewal of correſpondence, and a more intimate co-operation in that 
which both Societies alike ſeek, viz. a reform in the Parliamentary re- 
preſentation. We are very ſenſible that no Society can by itſelf bring 
about that defirable end; let us therefore unite as much as poſſible, ct 
only with each other, but with every other Society throughout the nation. Our 
petitions, you will have learned, have been all of them ynfucceſsful ; 

Out 
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our attention muſt now therefore be turned to ſome mare effetual meanis,—- 
From your Society we would willingly learn them, and you, cn your fart, may 
depend upon our adopting the firmeſt meaſures, provided they are cobMitu- 
nonal; and we hope the country will not be behind hand with us. 

"This war has already opened the eyes of many, and ſhould it conti- 
nue much longer, there is no anſwering for its effects on the mind of 
the peopte. HTS „ | 

Our Society has met with much perſecution, nevertheleſs we go on 
increaſing in number and political knowledge. Wiſhing you and our 
cauſe all ſucceſs, we remain moſt cordially, Sir, 

| For the London Correſponding Society, 
Your Friends and fellow labourers, 

3 Chairman, 
= —, Sc. 


To the Friends of the People at Edinburgh. 
Copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Friends of the People at 
Edinburgh to the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society. 

Mr. did me the pleaſure to call on Thurſday afternoon; and 
deliver your letter of the 17th current. I am much pleaſed with the 
contents of it, and ſhall lay it before the firſt meeting of our Societies 
here, which however does not take place till Monday ſevennight. I 
would have acknowledged the receipt of your favour by yeſterday's poſt, 
but was too much employed in removing our houſehould to another 
lodging to attend to any thing elſe. 

If either you in England or we in Scotland ſhould attempt /eparately 
the reform which we, I truſt, ſeek to obtain, we ſhould by ſo doing 
only expoſe our weakneſs, and manifeſt our ignorance of the corruption 
which oppoſes our important undertaking. If we ſought only the ex- 
tirpation of one ſet of intereſted men from the management of national 
affairs, that place might be given to another ſet auithout affefting the vi- 
tals of the ¶ lem adverſe to reform, Theſe might be eaſily accompliſhed; 
but to cut up deep and wide-rooted prejudices, to give effectual energy 
to the dictates of truth in favour of public vittue and national profper:- 
ty, in oppoſition to ſelf and all its intereſted habits, and to withitand 
and overawe the final efforts of the powers of darkneſs, is the work of 
the whole and not of a part, a work to which mankind, till this af4/ 
period, were never adequate, becauſe never till now diſpoſed to fraternize, 
not merely, or only, I truft, from the ſenſe of the common danger io which ve 
are expſed, but from the enobling principle of univerſal benevolence, 

I know no greater ſervice that | can do to my country than to promote 
the union you ſo wiſely defire; and I am happy to aſſure you that I 
have hitherto diſcovered no ſentiment in our aſſociation adverſe to 
the molt intimate and brotherly union with the affociations in Eng- 
land, 

I think the minds of all muſt, in the nature of things, be av turned 
to more effettual means of reform. Not one perſon was convinced of the 
neceſlity of it by the moſt convincing arguments of reaſon, togethec 
with the moſt unequivocal expreſſions of univerſal defire. What then 
ls to be hoped. for from repetition; I am only afratd that he you - 
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England againſt reform was ſo contracted that in returning it may break, 
8 willingly learn, you ſay, from us. I own that we ought 10 
be forward in this. We have, at once, ix great wiſdom perfected our plan 
ef organization; and if wwe were in the ſame independent flate of mind as the 
people of England, we would be able to take the lead. The affociationz 
with you are no more I fear—excuſe my freedom—than an ariſtocracy 
for the good of the people. They are indeed moderate, firm, and vir- 
tuous, and better cannot be; but we are the people themſelves, and we 
are the firſt to ſhew that the people can both judge and reſolve, if un. 
directed by faction, with both wiſdom and moderation. 

I have not a higher wiſh in the preſent exertions for reform, than 
to ſee the people untverſally and regularly aſſociated, becauſe I am perſuad- 
ed that the preſent diſaſtrous engagements will iſſue in ruin, and the 
people then maſ? provide for them/elves; and it would be unhappy, when 
«ve ſhould be ready to at auith unanimity, to be occupied about organization, 
awithout which hoauever anarchy muſt enſue. We will not need but to be 
f for the event, to ſtand and ſee the ſalvation of the Lord,” 

et us therefore take the hint given us by our oppoſers; let us begin ir 
earneſt to make up our minds relative ta the extent of reform which awe ought 
Ie ſeet; be prepared to juſtify it, and to controvert obje&iors ; let us mo- 


del the whole in the public mind; let us provide every ſtake and ſtay of) 


the tabernacle which we would ere, fo that when the tabernacles of op pre): 
fion in the palaces of ambition are broken diwn, under the madneſs and 


folly of their ſupporters, we may then, without anarchy and all dange- 


rous delay, ere at once our tabernacte of righteonſneſs, And may the 
Lord himſelt be in it. | 

How hurtful to the feelings of a reflecting mind to look back to the 
wretched ſtate in which the Roman monarchy, enfeebled and broke 
by its own corruption, left the nations which it had ſubjected, like 
«« Sheep without a Shepherd“ they ſoon became a prey to every inva- 
der, becauſe there was none to gather and unite them, Had they, 
foreſceing the evil, aſſociated for mutual defence, no robber would have 
been able to enſlave them; they would have given laws to all parties as 
well as to themſelves; all ſeparate colonies and nations would have 
ſought their alliance; but not having virtue to aſſociate, and heal the 
diviſions, and root out the ſelſiſn ſpirit, which ambition foſtering Go- 
vernments procure to their ſubjects, they fell under oppreſſion, from 
_ whoſe iron ſceptre they have never yet been able to deliver them- 

elves. 

We may ſuppoſe an event which we deprecate; nay, ſhould we not 
be prepared for every poſſible iſſue of the preſent unprecented diviſions 
of mankind, we have a right to be apprehenſive of the abilities of out 
managers, who are ſo afraid to depart from precedent, that, like men 
of detail, they may be inadequate to the taſk of preſerving the veſſel 
from ſhipwreck, now grappling with danger, not only great, but new 
and uncommon. If the preſent miniſtry tail, who after them ſhall be 
truſted; it requires little penetration to ſee the anarchy and diſcord 
which will follow; it will be ſuch that nothing fort of a general unit 

anong the people themſelves auill be able to heal; haſte, therefere, to aſſociate 
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at leaſt to be ready to aſſociate. If then, ſuch a broken ſtate of things 
ſhould take place, the civil broils that would neceſſarily enſue would 
ſoon ſubſide before the united irreſiſtible voice of the whole. Do not, 
] intreat you, heſitate, thinking ſuch @ wort premature as yet; but a 
month, and then it may be tos late. A malignant party may. be alceady 
formed, and only waiting for the halting of the preſent managers ; it 
will-then be too late to ek to ſubject to deliberation, after a party 
has dared the act of rebellion. Ihn go no farther than ſeparate Meer- 
ings in different towns, ve will nat be able to confide in your confratermty, 
becauſe, while in ſuch ſiate, you may be but the tools of a faction. We 
could have all confidence, and unite with all affection, in one af2mbly 
of commiſſioners, from all countries of the world, if we knew they were 
choſen by the unbiaſſed voice of the people, becauſe they would come 
vp with the ſame diſintereſted views and deſires as ourſelves, having all 
agreed to a common centre of union and intereſt, but we could not 
confide in fellow citizens who kept aloof from ſuch union, and would 
not previouſly affiliate in one great and indiviſible Family. | 
In troubling you with ſo long an epiſtle J have at leaſt ſhewn my in- 
clination to correſpond. I have alſo hinted at things which appear to 
me the preſent ſubjects of conſideration, becauſe I am defirous of your 
opinion upon them. I have poſſibly wrote with too much freedom, but 
you will place it to account of zeal in the cauſe, and on this ſcore diſ- 


charge my deſign, which is diſintereſted and philanthropic, 
P With ſincere eſteem and affection 
1 1 am, Sir, | 
t ums Your wellwiſher, 
1 » W. SKIRVING, Sec. 


Copy of a letter from the Secretary, of the Conſlitutional Society at 
Leeds to the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society. 

Delegate Meeting of the Conſtitutional Society. 

Sir, | | Leeds, May 3oth, 1793. 
By requeſt of the Sheffield Society, and having received directions 

from them for the purpoſe of correſponding with all the Societies in 

England and Scotland, 
We the members of the Leeds Conſtitutional Society, in order to 


obtain the defired end of Parliamentary reform, defire fraternal com- 


munication with the Correſponding Society in London. 
We ſhall be glad of any information or inſtruction in your power on 
all occaſions, and hope you will find the Leeds Society always faithful 
to the intereſts of the people ; and though they are but few, not excced- 
ing two hundred, they are men, and are determined to exert their ut- 

moſt in order to inſtru their neighb urs in their common intereſt. © 
With this we ſend you a copy of cur addreſs and declaration, and 
ſhall ever acknowledge all favours from you. EI, 
Wiſhing the cauſe of freedom, in which we have embarked, every 

degree of ſucceſs, I remain, in the Name and by 

| | Order of the Society, 
— — , 


Copy 


7 


6 * * ä | | 
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Copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Conſtitutional Society at 
Leeds to the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional Information. 
Delegate Meeting of the Conſtitutional Society, _ 
Sir, | Leeds, May 28th, 1793. 

By requeſt of the Sheffield Society, that the Leeds Conſtitutional So- 
ciety would correſpond with all the Societies in Great Britain and Scot- 
land, and receive directions from them tor that purpoſe. = 

We, the members, of the Leeds, Conſtitutional Hociety, beg leave to 
addreſs theſe few lines to you, hoping that your paternal affection for 
your fellow mortals, of whatever deſcription, may induce you to ads 
mit to fraternization a few poor mechanics, friends of liberty, but ene - 
mies to anarchy. Ariſtocratic tyranny. and democratic ignorance ſeem 
to petvade and overawe the town of Leeds to that amazing degree, that 
in the general we are beheld more like monſters than the friends of the 
people, and I believe that theſe ſix months paſt the ignorant part of the 
people (through the inſinuations of the ariſtocracy and the prieſts) have 
expected us to fall on them and deſtroy them; but fince the 121th. of 
April laſt, the time we had the opportunity of publiſhing our addreſs and 
declaration, and our ſteady and uniform conduct, the people begin to 
behold us with new eyes, and we begin to increaſe in our numbers, and 
we hope, ere long, the perſons they took for their greateſt enemies will 
be looked on as their beſt friends. | | Fe! CT 

We have herewith ſent you. a copy of our addreſs and declaration; 
and ſhall be glad if you think it worth your notice to correſpond with a 
company of poor mechanics. We ſhall ever gratefully acknowledge 
all favours. | 

Our numbers amount to near two thouſand, and we conſtantly keep 
increaſing, and in general, are very regular in their conduct; but though 
through predominancy of the ariſtocracy they have been overawed, that 
they ſcarce durſt tell their neighbours they were their friends; but I hope 
the clouds are diſperſing, and the glorious ſun of liberty is approaching 
to its meridian, | 15 
I remain, in the name, _ _ 
and by order of the Society, 

Sir, your's, &c. 

——, Secretary 
of the Conſtitutional Society, Leeds. 


Draft of a letter from the London Correſponding Society to the Seere- 
tary of the Conſtitutional Society at Birmingham. 
Sir, b loth June, 1793. 
It is with ſingular ſatisfaction the Committee of the London Cor- 
reſponding Society received your letter; they are very glad to fee the 
ſpirit of — ſpringing up in Birmingham, and they make no doubt 


but that the zeal of your Society, and the increaſe of your numbers, 
will ſoon do away the ſtigma thrown on your town by the unjuſtifiable 
behaviour of a Church and King mob. We are entirely of your opinion 
with regard to the neceſſity of a general union ; and we believe as you _ 

| that 
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at that coe once the country Hall bade ſu united, the Neres of the day æuill be 
n. forced to yield to the juſt demand of a. ng and fore oppreſſed Feaple. * 


With pleaſure we accept your proffered correſpondence, and earneſtly 


beg of you to let us hear from your Society by every opportunity, We 


So- wih likewiſe you would point out to us /ome /afe made of Conveyarce 
ot. for ſuch informations and publications as we may think” neceſſary to be 
tranſmitted to you. The Poſt we no ways rely, on, as many of our 
to letters have already been intercepted. _ | wikes 
for If any of the members of your Society ſhould have occafion to viſit 
ad. this metropolis, we hope you will not let him come withoot a letter 
nes from you, and that while they ſtay here they will frequently 4% at the 
em meetings of our ſeveral diviſions, and by thus afſociating commence an union' 
hat ewhich wwe hope ſoon to ſee ſpread ii/elf all ever Britain, 
the We will not enter into a detail'of our grievances ; we are equally 
the well informed thereon, and; all alike thoroughly convinced that nothing 
ave' ſnort of annual Parliaments and univerſal ſuffrage can reſtore to us that 
of | degree of civil liberty we ate juſtly entitled to, &. &. 

an oe 88 5 Optus 
| 10 To —, Secretary tothe — 
and Birmingham Socjety for Con- | | 
vill ſtitutional Information. | 

* Copy of a letter from the Political Societies at Norwich to the Secre- 
on, tary of the London Correſponding Society. Received 25 June 1793. 
hey Anſwered 25 July, 1793. Lag | 
dee 1 Ie rolitical Societies at Norwich. 

ir, | FL = 4h; 

cep lately received your letter from Mr., dated April 22d 
ugh which, through multiplicity of buſineſs, we, have omitted to anſwer— 
hat hope you will excuſe the delay. Ys alſp rettived pour friendly Ietter, priar 
ope ts that, wherein yau Rated three propoſitions ; i, a petition is his Majeſty, 
ing or to Parliament, or a. National Convention, and ordered one of eur committee” 


to anſever it ;—-ſhould be glad if you. uill infirm me whether it was altended” 
to; I gave my opinion an the ſubjett to this Conflitulional Society af London, 
and found ther ideas congenial to my own, S.. an adde to WA ng -— Lu- 
tile; a petition, to Parliament (as a conquered peaple) felerabſe; 4 National 
Convention (if circumſlances admitted — be of all: To what'ar alarming 


ds. criſis ate we arrived--the junto is formed and eftabliſhed,—the people 
become a prey, and (to adopt the phrife*6f an Hibernian apoſtate) are 
re- treated as the ſwiniſh multitude, except the privilege of fattening. Wars 

muft commence at the-caprice of individuals; people torn from their 
1 houſes to be butchered; windmills muſt he attacked at the riſk of be- 1 
or- ing carried. over and daſhed to atoms; the nation drained of its ſuſte - | 
the nance to ſapport a league, &c. &c. &e. Many epithets may with great | 
ubt ropriety be applied, excepting ſuch ac Fox, Sheridan, Grey, Etſkine, | 
ers, — 0nd Lauderdale, Stanhope, Paine, Prieſtly, Looke, Wharton, 
ble Macleod, Barlow, Mackintoſh, Cooper, beſides many who have ſuffer- | 
ion ed under the iron hand of &. and when the people have complained, | 
do, and; humbly requeſted a removal of abuſes, they have been treated with 
hat inſult, Alas! where is the majeſty of the people? An indifferent ob- | 


ſerver . 
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ſerver would ſuppoſe it center in ſtars and garters, ribbons and coſtly 
apparel, palaces, coaches and horſes, with all the trumpery of puerile 
amuſement ;—and were it not for their accurſed conſequences, we could 
bear with it; but when we conſider how many ſweat and toil and ſtarve 
to ſupport it, how can we be perſuaded but that there is a contrivance 
between the land owners and the merchant to hold the people in vaſſa- 
lage; ior they eat up they people as they eat bread ; the influence of the 
aniftocracy and hierarchy is become very alarming, for they have obſorb- 
ed. and ſwallowed up the people; but a rumour is ſpread from the 
Goth, „and it is terrible to tyrants,—it ſtings their mind, —it galls their 
fleſh, and like Paſhur, are a terrour to themſelves left the people ſhould 
aflert, theft rights. | l 3 
Nee Vours, ge. 1 
Copy of a letter from the Hertfordſhire Society to the Secretary o 

e Fore the London Correſponding Society. 1 
22d Soo e: 1 Hertford, July 5th, 12793. 

Owing to ſome miſtake; in the Poſt your letter did not arrive till 
after the meeting of tte Hertfordſhire Society in April laſt had taken 
place, Ltherefore had not an opportunity of laying it before the Soci- 
ety till their General Meeting of Monday laſt, 1 am directed by the 
ſociety to acknowledge the receipt of your fayour, and to aſſure you, 
that they: ſnall be happy to co-operate with the London Correſponding 
Society for the attainment of the common object of Parliamentary 
Reform, ſo*far as the views of the two ſocieties are compatible; with 
regare to the rights of Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments, we 
do not pledge ouiſelvesto demand them. Without howeverentering into 
reaſpniyg on the ſubject, which would admit of much more diſcuſſion 
than the limits of a letter would allow, they are convinced that the 
common object of the two ſocieties is the ſame, and that the mode in 
which they both wiſh to obtain that object is the ſame alſo, by conſti- 
tutional means; they will therefore be happy in receiving any com- 
munication from the London Correſponding Society. Perſeverance 
and union are the means by which Parliamentary Reform muft be ob- 
tained. They ſhall nor, they truſt, be found deficient in the one, and 
are at all times, diſpoſed to cultivate the other. 3 
Is have the bonour to be, your obedient humble ſervant, 

eee ee , Secretary. 

All letters to the Society are to be addreſſed to ———, Hertford. 


— 
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Copy of a letter from Tewkſbury to the Secretary of the London Cor- 
| 1 reſponding Society, 
Fellow Citizen | July 6th, 1793. 

Am commiſſioned by the Society, as being Secretary, to thank you 
for your favour of the letter and pamphlets—they are happy to find the 
exiſtence of. ſuch aſſociations as yours for the attainment of ſo laudable 
a purpoſe as that of a Parliamentary Reform, and hope to ſee them 
more general throughout the n think it high time fot 
the people in this country to look into things, and keep a ſtricter 
* W | watch 
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watch over their rights and liberties than they have hitherto, leſt they 
ſhould be undermined, eſpecially when abuſes ſo glaring are perpetu- 
ally ſtaring them in the face, which the moſt prejudiced and intereſted 
will not but allow. | 4 
As you wiſhed to be informed reſpecting our Society, ſhall give you 
a conciſe view of it. We call it the Society for Political and Moral 
Information—we have a ſet of articles for the conducting of it 
Monthly and Quarterly Meetings for the propoſing of books, and 
ſettling the Secretary's accounts—we take in a periodical work called 
The Patriot, and a town and country news- paper. | 

We have no correſpondence with any ſociety; but would gladly, 
were it not for the prejudice that prevails, which to be ſure has in 
ſome meaſure ſubſided, and the ſmallneſs of our number; but however 
we ſhall be glad to receive a line from you when any thing particular 
occurs. The burning of Thomas Paine's Effigy, together with the 
bleed effets of the preſent war, has done more good to the cauſe than 
the moſt ſubſtanrial arguments; 'tis amazing the increaſe of friends to 
liberty, and the ſpirit of enquiry that 1s gone abroad ; ſcarcely an old 
woman but is talking politics. We have made the beſt uſe of your 
333 The ſociety deſire their reſpects and good wiſhes for your 

ealth, ineluding my own, and remain, ny 
Your fellow citizen, and 
Co- operator in the glorious cauſe of liberty, 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Conſtitutional Society at 
Leeds, to the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional Information. 
Sir, 

I am deſired by the Committee of this Society to tranſmit you the 
annexed Reſolutions, and hope you will receive the ſame as a token of 
their reſpect, copies of which are ſent to the ſeveral ſocieties men- 
tioned in the reſolutions. | 

We have received a letter with a petition from Glaſgow to his Ma- 
jeſty, praying that he would take the preſent alarming ſtate of the na- 
tion into his moſt ſerious conſideration, and uſe the utmoſt of his en- 
deavours to reſtore to us the bleſſings of peace, which 1 believe will be 
followed from Leeds with a ſimilar petition, and if followed up from 
all ot laces, perhaps, might have the moſt ſalutary effect, 

I am, with the greateſt reſpe&, 
In the name and by the order of the ſociety, 

Leeds, Sir, your moſt obedient fervant, 

July 21ſt, 1793. | 4 

Leeds Conſtitutional Society. bar 34 
At a Meeting of the Delegates of the ſaid Society, on the 20th Day 
” of June inſtant; . 

It was Reſolved, That the thanks of this ſociety be given to Charles 
Grey, Eſquire, and the reſt of the illuſtrious minority who ſupported 
his motion on the 6th and 7th of May laſt, for a Patliamenrary 
Reform. I har 
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ſerver would ſuppoſe it center in ſtars and garters, ribbons and coſtly 
apparel, palaces, coaches and horſes, with all the trumpery of puerile 
amuſement and were it not for their accurſed conſequences, we could 
bear with it;—but when we conſider how many ſweat and toil and ſtarve 
to ſupport it, how can we be perſuaded but that there is a contrivance 
between the land owners and the merchant to hold the people in vaſſa- 
lage; ior they eat up they people as they eat bread ;-the influence of the 
ariſtoctacy and hierarchy is become very alarming, for they have obſorb- 
ed and ſwallowed up the people; but a rumour is ſpread from the 
couch , and it is tercible to tyrants,—it ſtings their mind, —it galls their 
fleſh, and like Paſhur, are a terrour to themſelves leſt the people ſhould 
alſert theft rights © Rs e ee 
e Yours, &c. 3 
Copy of a letter from the Hertfordſhire Society 'to the Secretary of 
0 ect the London Correſponding Society. Fo 
237 Sir, 929115 N Ly Hertford, July th, 1793. 
Owing to ſome miſtake; in the Poſt your letter did not arrive till 
after the meeting of tte Hertfordſhire Society in April laſt had taken 
place, 4-therefore had not an opportunity of laying it before the Soci- 
ety till their General Meeting of Monday laſt. I am directed by the 
ſociety to acknowledge the receipt of your fayour, and to aſſure you, 
that they ſhall be happy to co-operate with the London Correſponding 
Society for the attainment of the common object of Parliamentary 
Reform, ſo-far as the views of the two ſocieties are compatible; with 
regare to the rights of Univerſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments, we 
do not pledge ourſelves to demand them. Without however entering into 
reaſpniyg on the ſubject, which would admit of much more diſcuſſion 
than the limits of a letter would allow, they are convinced that the 
common object of the two ſocieties is the ſame, and that the mode in 
which they both wiſh to obtain that object is the ſame alſo, by conſti- 
tational means; they will therefore be happy in receiving any com- 
munication from the London Correſponding Society. 8 
and union are the means by which Parliamentary Reform muſt be ob- 
tained, They ſhall nor, they truſt, be found deficient in the one, and 
are at all times, diſpoſed to cultivate the other. 2 
I have the bonour to be, your obedient humble ſervant, 
eee e, , Secretary. 
All letters to the Society are to be addreſſed to ———, Hertford, _ 
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Copy of aletter from Tewkſbury to the Secretary of the London Cor- 
| reſponding Society. Rota | 
Fellow Citizen | July 6th, 1793. 

Am commiſſioned by the Society, as being Secretary, to thank you 
for your favour of the letter and pamphlets they are happy to find the 
exiſtence of ſuch aſſociations as yours for the attainment of ſo laudable 
a purpoſe as that of a Parliamentary Reform, and hope to ſee them 
more general throughout the kingdom—they think it high time for 
the people in this country to look into things, and keep a ſtricter 
Fad. R watch 
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watch over their rights and liberties than they have hitherto, left they 
ſhould be undermined, eſpecially when abuſes ſo glaring are perpetu- 
ally ſtaring them in the face, which the moſt prejudiced and intereſted 
will not but allow. | | 8 25 5 

As you wiſhed to be informed reſpecting our Society, ſhall give you 
a conciſe view of it. We call it the Society for Political and Moral 
Information -we have a ſet of articles for the conducting of it 
Monthly and Quarterly Meetings for the propoſing of books, and 
ſettling the Secretary's accounts - we take in a periodical work called 
The Patriot, and a town and country news- paper. | 

We have no correſpondence with any ſociety; but would gladly, 
were it not for the prejudice that prevails, which to be ſure has in 
ſome meaſure ſubſided, and the ſmallneſs of our number; but however 
we ſhall be glad to receive a line from you when any thing particular 
occurs. The burning of Thomas Paine's Effigy, together with the 
bleed effets of the preſent war, has done more good to the cauſe than 
the moſt ſubſtantial arguments; tis amazing the increaſe of friends to 
liberty, and the ſpirit of enquiry that is gone abroad; ſcarcely an old 
woman but is talking politics. We have made the beſt uſe of your 
pogo The ſociety defire their reſpects and good wiſhes for your 

ealth, ineluding my own, and remain, "Y 
Your fellow citizen, and 
Co- operator in the glorious cauſe of liberty, 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the Conſtitutional Society at 
Leeds, to the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional Iatormation, 
Sir, 

I am deſired by the Committee of this Society to tranſmit you the 
annexed Reſolutions, and hope you will receive the ſame as a token of 
their reſpect, copies of which are ſent to the ſeveral ſocieties men- 
tioned in the reſolutions. | 

We have received a letter with a petition from Glaſgow to his Ma- 
jeſty, praying that he would take the preſent alarming ſtate of the na- 
tion into his moſt ſerious conſideration, and uſe the utmoſt of his en- 
deavours to reſtore to us the hleflings of peace, which 1 believe will be 
followed from Leeds with a ſimilar petition, and if followed up from 
all other places, perhaps, might have the moſt ſalutary effect, 

I am, with the greateſt reſpe&, 
In the name and by the order of the ſociety, 

Leeds, Sir, your moſt obedient ſervant, 


July z ift, 1793. e e en 


Leeds Conſtitutional Society. bar 24 
At a Meeting of the Delegates of the ſaid Society, on the 2&th Day 
of June inſtant; ; 
It was Reſolved, That the thanks of this ſociety be given to Charles 
Grey, Eſquire, and the reſt of the illuſtrious minority who ſupported 
his motion on the 6th and 7th of May laſt, for a Patliamenrary 
"Reform. Ihat 
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That the. deciſton of the. repreſentative-body on the above motion 
ſhould only act with the people as a cementer of the bonds of fellow- 
: ſhip and unanimity ; and that this ſocity think it their duty, and are 
determined, in conjuction with al! the ſocieties in Great Britain, to 
perſevere until they have obtained the object of their aſſociation. 
That the thanks of this ſociety be given to the Society of the 
Friends of the People, for their laborious endeavours to procure, in- 
formation on the ſubjc of Parliamentary Reform, and for the publi- 
cation of the ſame, as well as the liberal preſent lately received from 
them, and to the difierent Socicties which have expreſſed their deſires 
for afñ lĩat ion with this Society, particularly thoſe of London, Sheffield, 
Birmingham, and Glaſgow, . 
Thar the Secretary do notify the above reſolutions to Mr. Grey, atid 
the ſeveral Societies reſpectiyely; and that theſe reſolutions be yubliſh- 
ed in one of the Leeds and one of the London papers 
— | Prefident. 


Secretary. 


Draft of a letter from the London Correſponding Society, to the Se - 
| cretary to the Political Societies at Norwich. 


Fellow Citizen, | London, 25th July 1793. 

The London Correſpanding Society have received and read with 
pleaſure-your letter of the 25th of June, but the anſwer which you 
mention to have been made to our three queſtions has not yet come to 
hand. We ſhall be glad to be informed in your next whether it was 
erer put in the Poſt Office. | 

With regard to the queſtions themſelves, however individuals may 
have made up their minds on them, e public ſeemed moſt to approve the 


mode of petitioning Parliament. We accordingly acquieſced, and ſent iz 


à petition, figned by near 6,000 perſons. With this letter you will 
receive a copy of it; and with its fate you are doubtleſs not unac- 

uainted. Js 

While we agree with you that the people are treated like ſwine, we 
are forced to acknowledge that ſome among them, from their /oth and 
ignorance, ſcarcely deſerve better uſuage; however, unceaſingly Iabouring 
to meliorate their condition as well as our own, and convinced that a 
thorough Parliamentary Reform is the only means of effectuating it, we 
firmly purſue our purpoſe; and in the moſt conſpicuous manner, under 
the eye of the court, in the middic of the metropolis, and in the very 
neſt of place and penſion hornets, the tavern where Reeves, the tool of 
the junto, holds his inquiſitorial tribunal, have lately held a General 
Meeting of the Society, ſent forth an addreſs to the nation, and entered 
into ſome ſpirited reſolutions, a few copies of which we deſire you to 
accept and promulgate as far and as wide as you can; at the ſame time 
reſt aſſured that the firmneſs diſplayed therein is not confined to word:, 
but that on every occafion,our Society will be found foremoſt in afſert- 
ing and recovering the, libertios ef their ccuni m. | 

Exhorting you, therelote, to throw aſide ail vnavailing complaint, 
we wiſh you to occupy yourlelves in inſttucting the prople, in 85 
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ducing and maintaining order and regularity in your own Society, and 
in forming a junction with all others afſaciated for the ſame purpoſe through< 
out the nation, by keeping up a conſtant correſpondence with them ; but, 
above all, orderly and courageouſly preparing yourſelf for the event ; for as 
it is natural to ſuppoſe that thoſe who now prey on the public will not 
willingly yield up their enjoy ments, nor re- poſſeſs us of our rights wwith- 
out a flruggle, which, by their behaviour in Ireland, we have ſome rea- 
ſon to think they are meditating, and perhaps may intend to effect by 
means of thoſe very foreign mercenaries who are now paid with the 
ſweat of our brow, and whom, under ſome plauſible pretence, it would 
be no difficult matter to land on our ſhore—It may be more advanta-, 
ous to humanity to ſhew them at firſt, that, their opponents are nei- 
IT mob nor rabble, but an indignant oppreſſed people, in whom is not yet 
entirely extin& the walour of their forefathers. | 
Union and increaſe bang then our only reſources, let us diligently 
exert ourſelyes therein with zeal and patience, removing ignorance and 
prejudice, with firmneſs and a conſiſtent behaviour encouraging thoſe 
who join us; and, above all, avoiding little bickerings among ourſelves, 
ever diſcountenancing ſelfiſh jealouſies and private animoſities, and cor- 
dially joining with heart and hand in the common cauſe. 
| Your neighbourhood muſt ſeveiely feel the dreadful conſequences of 
an iniquitous, depopulating, and ruinous war, but you are not the only 
ſufferers; from various parts of the country we learn, that the war a- 
broad has already ſpread deſolation at home; yet ſuch is the blindneſs 
of ſome tolks, that they talk of its being continued for years. Peace 
we wiſh to all men, but to ſuch friends deſtruction. Let us hear from 
you ſoon, and let our future correſpondence be more regular. We 
are, with ſincerity fellow citizen, for the London Correſponding So- 
ciety, as Vour Friends and Fellow Labourers for the 
| Good of our Country, 


Draft of a letter from the London Correſponding Society to the Se- 
cretary of the Conſtitutional Society. at Leeds. 
Fellow Citizen, zoth July, 1793. 

The London Correſponding Society have at once to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the zoth May, aud to apologize for not hav- 
ing anſwered it ſooner; but by accident it was for ſome time miſlead, 
and the multiplicity of buſineſs upon our hands occaſioned a ſtill further 
delay. 

Highly approving of the directions given you by the Sheffield Society 
for Conſtitutional Information, to correſpond with every Society in 
Great Britain, we joyfully accept your overture, and ſhall not in futute 
fail to improve the acquaintance; at the ſame time, being inhabitants 
of the metropolis, and forming a Society which has undergone ſome 
degree of. political warfare, and thereby acquired experience, we wall, 
as occaſions offers, moſt fraternally give you every advice and informa- 
tion in our power; but as you already have the affiſtance of the Shef- 
field Society, there will zemain little for us to do that way. K 

et 
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Let not the ſmallneſs of your number deter you from ardooulty 
purſuing your plan. Reaſon makes ſure though flow progreſs, and 
N once gained a footing in the human mind can never be eradi- 
cated. | 
Your addreſs and declaration have likewiſe been miſlaid, and as yet 
we have been unable 4 recover them, therefore beg you will, with 
your next, ſend us another copy. | 17 12587 
To return to ourſelves, we have made a ſtand againſt the place and 

penſion clubs; we have been abuſed in the ſenate, calumniated in pub- 
lic, perſecuted in private, and worried out of public heufes, yet (we 
continue meeting numerouſly entire) our demands are ſuch that no one 
has dared to deny their conſonance with the principles of the conſtitu- 
tion, and our doQrine makes numerous proſely tes, and greatly increaſes 


the number of thoſe who may with truth be ſtyled the friends of their 
country in particular, and of mankind in general. We petitioned Par- 


liament, and they were forced to admit our petition, although they 


would not grant what it required; in ſhort, we ſtrengthen ſo much, 


that on the 82h of this month we had a General Meeting of the Society 


at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, the very place where Reeves and his 
accomplices meet. He met there at the ſame time in a room under us, 
and, together with his aſſociates, ſwallowed a copious draught of mor- 

tification in ſeeing our meeting ſo well conducted and ſo numerouſly at- 


tended ; we ſay numerouſlly, for having limited the number of admiſſion 


tickets to 700, many who had been dilatory. in providing themſelves 


were unavoidably excluded. 


Incloſed you have copies of our petition to Parliament, of our two 


firſt addreſſes, of our correſpondence with Mr. Francis, of Mr. Whar- 
ton's motion in the Houſe of Commons on the 31ſt May, and of the 
addreſs to the nation, and the reſolutions we publiſhed at our —— 

General Meeting, You will therein difcover all that we wiſh to obtain, 
and what wwe will fully obtain ere wwe ceaſ to be a Society, notwithſtanding 
the attempt now making in Ireland, and meant to be introduced into Great 


Britain, We invite you moſt cordially to co-operate with us, and even, 


if our rules and purſuit meet your entire approbation, and yon have no 
particular attachment to the name you have adopted, it might advan- 
rage the cauſe were you to incorporate yourſelves with us, and go un- 
der one common denomination. This however is only an idea thrown 


out for your confideration. You are at perfect liberty to notice it 


or not. We are, with ſincerity, your Fellow Labourers, 
&c, &c. . 
Draft of a letter from the London Correſponding Sociery to Hetifotd. 
Sir, 


Your letter of the 5th inſtant we have laid befote the London Cor- 
reſponding Society, who, ſincerely anxious to promote the cauſe of 
freedom and humanity, by uniting and correſponding with the friends 
to reform, directed us to anſwer you with all convenient ſpeed; but bu- 
ſinefs multiplying faſt on our hands, both from the rapid increaſe of 
our own Society, and from the vaſt number of country Societies 15 

| | wi 


London, z iſt July, 1793. 


. 
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ly ſtarting up, and who require at our hands a regular correſpondence, 
= have been prevented from being ſo exact as A could wiſh; the lat- 
ter impediment is far from being inauſpicious, as it may fairly be attii - 
buted to the diffuſion of political knowledge cauſing men more ſeri- 
ouſly to reflect un the ruinous meaſures now purſued, which become 
more unpopular, proportionally as they become more unwiſe. 

We receive with pleaſure 7 aſſurance of co- operating with us for a 
reform in Parliament, an object to which all our endeavours tend, and 
on which our hearts are invariably fixed; but as your declaration, thag 
«© you will not pledge yourſelves to demand univerſal ſuffrage and an- 
% nual Patliaments,” is followed by no ſpecific plan of reform of your 
own, we ate under ſome diſſiculty how to conclude-—Perhaps, as ſtran- 
gers, you write to us with that prudent reſerve which is ſometimes ne- 
oeſſary; and that idea receives ſtrength from your appearing afterwards 
convinced that the common object of the two Societies ia the ſame, 
which we readily admit, but as mutual confidence is the baſis of union, 


and the only rational pledge and ſupport for co-operative exertion, we 
truſt your next will do away every difficulty. 


With reſpe& to univerſal ſuffrage and annual Parliaments, a mature 


conviction of their juſtice and neceſſity for the preſervation of liberty 
and proſperity to the great body of the people, and for ſecuring the in- 


—— of Parliament, was our primary inducement to aſſociate. 


e 
e therefore candidly afſure you, that theſe our principles, as already 


announced to the public, remain immutable. Unconnected with any 


party whatever, we can conſider no reform radical but ſuch as will enable 
every individual of the community, to enjoy the advantages thereof 
equally with ourſelves; for if ignorance of the nature of government, 
or the meritsof the candidates, be an argument againſt univerſal ſuffrage, 


as our opponents pretend, the ſame reaſons would equally incapacitate 
a great majority of thoſe who now enjoy that privilege, to the excluſion 


of very many thouſands much better informed than themſelves—not to 
mention, that under a more equalized mode of government the people 
would be at once induced and impowered to improve themſelves in uſe- 
ful knowledge.— In a word, we know no principle, conſiſtent with juſ- 


tice or reaſon, by which we could exclude conſcientiouſly any part of 
the community from an equality of rights and privileges, which every 


member of Society, as he contributes to its ſupport ought equally to 
Soy. | 
With reſpect to annual Parliaments, we will juſt remark, that good 


members may be te- elected, whilſt twelve months we think fully tuſh- 


cient for the welfare of millions to remain at the mercy of a bad repre- 
ſentative. Having thus unequivocally ſtated our principles, we ſhall 


conclude by obſerving, that the bill juſt paſt in Ireland is of a nature to 


awaken the jealouſy of every friend to freedom and humanity, will ren- 
der every exertion juſtifiable, ſhould a ſimilar attack on conſtitutional 
freedom be attempted here. We ſhall be happy to unite in the cloſeſt 
bonds of union with the Hertford 5. and hope, as they have no 

U 2 party 


(7 
party views, that in a very ſhort ſpace of time they will think entirely 
as we do on the ſubject of Parliamentary reform. | 
| 1 1 We are, &c. &c. 

On the Sth July, we had a General Meeting of the Society at the 
Crown and Anchor Tavern in the Strand. Keeves and his aſſociates 
were at the ſame time in the room beneath us. We ſend you a few 
copies of the addreſs: that was then publiſhed, 8 


Draft of a Letter from the London Correſponding Society, to the 
| Tewkeſbury Society. 5 
Fellow Citizens, London, zd Auguſt 1793. 

Your letter of the 6th July has been laid before the Committee of 
Delegates of the London Correſponding Society, and it is with great 
pleaſure they ſee an infant ſociety ſtarting up in your part of the coun- 
try. Goonand proſper ; no afliftance ſhall be wanting on our part as 
to information, inſtruction, or any thing in which we can be uſeful to 
you we herewith ſend you copies of moſt of our publications ſince 
we have been a Society--may they be of ſervice! | 

We recommend to you to peruſe attentively our firſt Addreſs, and the 
rules which are annexed to it ; it will likewiſe be adviſeable for you to 
abide entirely by a thorough Parliamentary Reform, as is therein ex- 
Preſſed, and to pay great attention to the inſtruction of your neigh- 
bours in their political rights, for which purpoſe weekly meetings, if 
they could conveniently take place, would prove more advantageous 
than your meeting only once a month : and if you thought it might 
facilitate your progreſs, the London Correſponding Society empower 
us to inform you, that- they will willingly incorporate your ſociety 
with ours, under the title of the Correſponding Society in Tewkeſ- 
bury ; and if ſo, our Rules will become yours, our intelligence will 
be the ſame, and our correſpondence weekly and regularly carried on 
but then our mode of proceeding mult be entirely alike, and no re- 
reſerve muſt take place between us— We imagine ſome other ſocieties 
in other parts of the country will fall into the ſame plan, and it need 
not be pointed out to you how much more forcible ſuch a junction 
would render every thing that comes from us; but before you do it 
you muſt acquaint us with your deſign, in order that we may give yau 
every inſtruction neceſſary, Farewell, fellow citizens, and firmly rely 
on the aſſiſtance and ſincere friendſhip of the London Correſponding 
Society in ſo good a cauſe. Yours, ſincerely. 


Draft of a Letter from the London Cerreſponding Society, apparently 
intended to be ſent to different Societies. 


8 | London, 15th Auguſt, 1793. 
The London Correſponding Society, atter ſo long an interruption in 
their correſpondence with you, anxiouſly wiſh to renew and to render 
it more intereſting, firmly perſuaded that the connection between the 
different Societies in Great Britain cannot be too cloſely cemented — 
to that end they beg you will point out a ſafer mode of conveyance for 
our letters than the poſt, and wiſh you, in anſwer to this, to give us 


the 
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the fulleſt account of your progreſs, and of the ſtate of affairs ia your 
department. Continuing in a flow but ſteady Pace the carecc which 
we have begun, we are nearly certain that although the number of out 
members do not increaſe ſo rapidly as from the population of the me- 
tropolis we might have expected, yet our principles make their way 
among the — and many thouſands, who from connection, intereſt, 
&c, may be afraid or cautious of joining us overtly, notwithftandivg 
are our ſtaunch friends in private. You very likely do not labour un- 
der the ſame difficulties that we do, who are fituated in the very centre 
of corruption ; and we have no doubt but that the increaſe of your 
ſociety keeps pace with the increaſe of thoſe national calamities Which 
ever muſt refult from an unjuſt war. - 

Viewing with indignation the oppreſſion ſo generally exerciſed all o- 


ver the nation, againſt every individual ſuſpected of favouring the cauſe 


of the people, and lamenting the groſs ignorance under which the peo- 
ple in general labour, with regard to their rights and duties when called 
upon to ſerve on juries, we have determined to republiſh, with the ad- 
dition of a few notes and an appendix, a moit excellent pamphler, 
which made its firſt appearance about one hundred years ago, and was 
written by that eminent lawyer and honeſt man, Sir John Tlawles, So- 
licitor General to King William; we therefore wiſh to know u hether 
your Society would be inclined to circulate.a number of them in your 
neighbourhood, and if ſo, you will not delay to give us your orders for 
as many as you would have ſent you; and as we ſeek merely to de fray the 
expences of printing, the Committee have fixed the price ſo low as 25 
Entreating you to give us an early anſwer, we remain, for the 
don Correſpondiog Society. 
| Liſt of Societies annexed, vizs 

Derby, 

Stockport, 

Mancheſter Ref. 

Mancheſter Conſt, 

Sheffield Conſt, * + 

Notringham. 


Copy of a letter from Coventry to the Secretary of the London Cor- 
reſponding Society. | 
Citizen ——, Coventry, 2cth Auguſt 1793. 

I received your favour, together with the printed reſolutions of your 
reſpectable Society, on the 1th, I did not arrive here only on the toth 
at night, not being able to leave Birmingham before that day. | 

Pleaſe to inform your Society that I believe I may be able toeftabliſh 
a Society in this deſpotic town We have drawn up our addreſs, de- 
Claration, reſolutions, and are ordered to be printed, which I hope will 
be done this week. 

We haye adopted your laſt reſolutions, which you favoured me by 


the oſt, 
hy I will 
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I will bring theſe printed with me to London, as I hope to viſit your 
Society as ſoon as I can leave this Society in ſafety, —They want 
ſtrengthening, and will have a Public Meeting next Tueſday, and we 
expect much oppoſition from the corporation; and as I am choſe Preſi- 
dent, I will wait to receive the hire of this miniſterial badge of corrup- 
ion. 

I ſhall be glad if your Society could ſend an encouraging letter to 

this inſant Society by that time. | 

A I remain, with the greateſt regard and eſteem, your 
'Society's friend and brother, labouring in the 
field of reform, unſolicited by any patty what- 
ever. 

J am, dear Citizen, in the greateſt ſincerity and 

truth, your Fellow Citizen, and Friend to the 
human race. | 


P. 5. You will, no doubt, exhort them to fear no power of corrup- 
tion, let thoſe powers be ever ſo great; but to purſue the reform with a 
manly and ſteady perſeverance, unitedly with every ſimilar inflicution 
in Great Britain, and let us not ſuffer our Society to periſh, but rather 
let us all die together for the good of our brother man; fearing no per- 
ſecution whatever on the fide of corruption, or that minifterial venge- 
ance can bring ageinſt thoſe who are uſing their utmoſt exertions in the 
common baus of freedom, or are promoting love and good will to the 
human race. | 

N. B. I ſhall be obliged to you if you will be ſo obliging to provide 
à room in ſome private family for myſelf and wife, at a moderate ex- 
pence,—l wiſh to be in London in fourteen days. 


Draft of a letter from the Secretary of the London Correſponding 
Society to Mr. Skirving. 

Dear Sir, London, 5th October, 1593. 
With pleaſure I peruſe your favour of the 2d inſtant ; but as yet have 
ſeen nor heard nothing of the two copies of Mr. Muir's trial, which 
you mention as being ſent to the Society, and to myſelf. Be kind 
enough, notwithſtanding, to return that gentleman thanks for his polite 
attention; and aſſure him, that we view him in the light of a martyr to 
freedom, as well as Mr. Palmer; and that our warmeſt hopes are, that 
the oppreſſors of mankind will be either aſhamed or afraid of carrying 
their revengeful malice into execution. | 
The General Convention which you mention appears to Mr. Marga- 
rot (to whom alone I have commnnicated your letter) and myſelf, to be 
a very excellent meaſure, and as ſuch I could wiſh you, without delay, 
to communicate ir officially to our Society, without ary ways mentioning 
that you had written to me privately, If in your official letter you ſhould 
require us to ſend a deputation to that meeting, I have no doubt but 
our Society would with pleaſure accept the invitation, and I am per- 
ſuaded it may do much good. Our freedom, as you juſtly obſerve, de- 
pends entirely n onrfelmes, and upen our availing curſelvet of this oppor- 
tunit r, 
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tunity, which once Ii may not be ſo ſoam recovered. —-I am glad to diſcover 
by your teſtimony that I was no ways miſtaken in the high opinion L 
always had of Lord Daer's patriotiſm. A title may be a bar to diſ- 
intereſted patriotiſm; but, it ſeems, he has evinced it not to be an inſu- 
perable one. | 85 

You are right—it is true that we have had another General Meeting, 
at which a haſtily compoſed and ſuddenly produced addreſs to the King, 
was read, applauded, and agreed to be preſented ; but on a cool reviſal, 
the ſaid addreſs being found to be more ill. natured than ſpirited, more 
dangerous in its language than advantageous in its object, beſides being 
too long, the committee, with the approbation of the majority of the 
Society, have adopted anqther, much ſafer, more appoſite, and relating 
ſolely to the war. Encloſed you have a copy of it. But you was mil- 
informed when you was told we paſſed any reſolutions at that meet- 
ing, for we only came to one, and that rather of a private nature, 
namely, That the conduct of Sir James Sanderſon, in preventing the 
«« Meeting of the London Correſponding Society at the Globe Ta- 
*« yern, Fleet-ſtreet, was of ſuch a nature as to place him below aur 
* cenſure.” | | wits | A 

1 1 am, moſt ſincerely, | 
* Your Fellow Labourer and Well-wiſher, 


Pp. 8. Mr. Margarot deſires to be remembered. to you in the molt. - 
affectionate manner. Do not in future, oz the addreſs of your letter, nen- 


tion any thing of the (London Correſponding Society] for it was a thouſand 
to one that [ received that letter by Poſt b 


Jo Mr. Skirving, Edinburgh. 
Copy of a Letter from Coventry to a Perſon in London. 
Citizen an en Coventry, Oct. 23d, 1793. 

The reaſon why 1 did not anſwer your letter of laſt week was t his; 
I thought you would like to be informed how our Society was going 
on, therefore I yeſterday. called a meeting at Hewit's, which was laſt 
night well attended, and ſeveral new members admitted; and 1 
am informed by ſome of the members, that we ſhall have many more 
candidates for admiſſion next night. My expectations of our ſucceſs 
in our new enterprize becomes more ſanguine than ever. I have te- 
ceived from Mr. —= two letters, and a parcel” of their publica- 
tions, which I diſtributed laſt night, likewiſe thoſe which we received 
by you from the London Correſponding Society, for which our Soci- 
ety Uefired I would return their thanks to Citizens — aad 

——, I intend to ſend incloſed in a box to-morrow evening, 
by Balloon Coach, about 50 more copies of our Addreffes to Citizen 
-———, in order that he may diſpoſe of them among the different 
diviſions of the Correſponding Society; I ſhall likewiſe incloſe a few 
addreſſed to Mr, _—— , —, to the Conſtitutional Society, 
Eondon, which we ſhall be obliged to you to preſent to him, and te- 
queſt him to ſanction our efforts in the public cauſe with their corref- 
pondence, CARES 
| I ſhall 


7 

I ſhall like wife ſend you your umbrella, carrjage paid, by the coach» 
to-morrow evening. W | 

Shall be obliged to Citizen — if he could favour us with a few 
more of their publications, particularly their? Addreſs to the Nation,” 
j and likewiſe a few of the Songs which begin with; God ſaye the 
' Rights of Man, &. | IE 5 
1 J am, with reſpects to Mrs. ol 3-05 2, 
; | Jour fincere friend and fellow citizen, 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society at 
Sheffield, to the Secretary of the Society for Conſtitutional Infor- 
mation. | 6=F 


Sheffield Committee Room of the Conſtitutional Society, 
November iſt, 1793. 

Sir, * 
Vour letter, and the reſolution of the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information in London, are this moment delivered to me by Mr. 


the Society has already tranſmitted its ſentiments to the Secretary of 
the Convention at Edinburgh, Mr. Skitving, and declined ſending a 
Delegation for reaſ»ns which I will tranſeribe in the words of our 
letter“ That it would have given this Society the moſt heartfelt ſa- 
« tisfaCtion to have had a delegation preſent at their approaching Con- 
vention, had we received timely notice of their wiſhes that it ſhould 
« be ſo—but it unfortunately happens, that all the Gentlemen belong- 
« ing to the Society, which it would choſe for ſo important a buſineſs, 
« are fo previouſly engaged in affairs which they cannot poſſibly poſt- 
« pone in ſo ſhort an interval, that it is not in our power to comply 
% with their requiſition on the preſent occaſion. Har! 
«« Thijs 5ociety are alſo of opinion, that to give ſuch a meaſure its 
full effect, it would be neceſſary that the other ſocieties, in South 
„% Britain ſhould have communication with each other on the ſubject 
and be able to aſcertain that Deputations would he ſent from at leaft 
* 2 majority of the ſocieties in this ,part of the kingdom. And to 
*« eyiace that we ſhould be happy to unite our efforts with theirs in one 
firm and ſettled plan, we aſſure them, that if they think proper to 
« fix another meeting in January or February, or any other time which 
may be more agreeabie, and give us immediate notice thereof, and 
*« that they wiſh to ſee delegates 9 the ſeveral ſocieties in this part of 
the kingdom, we will write to all thoſe we are in correſpondence 
with, to get ſuch a Delegation as may be truly reſpectable and im- 
„ portant.” | 
he above extract will evince to you, fir, and the Society for Con- 
ſtitutional Information, how far your proceeding meets with our appro- 
bation. here is a worthy member of this Society and of the Com- 
mittee, and I believe alſo of the Committee of twelve, admitted into 
your Society, Citizen Alcock, now in London, and 1 doubt not but 
| | he 


Aſhton, in anſwer to which 1 tit dowa inſtantly to inform you that 
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he has, before this will reach you, given you the whole information herein 
contained; but ſd ſcrupulouſly exact am I in anſwering every letter on 
public buſineſs, that I will not truſt'to him, though I know he is par- 
ticularly deſirous of being introduced to you. | 

I was choſen Secretary, pro /empore, to anſwer the letter from Mr. 
Skirving, and therefore continue the office thus much farther, not to 
keep you in ſuſpence, as the Committee will not meet again before 
Wedneſday next, and two or three of the members, who have ſeen your 
letter before I did, ſent to requeſt I would do ſo. | 

J cannot cloſe this letter without remarking, that all the Societies 
we are in correſpondence with have been remarkably remiſs in their 
communications for ſeveral months paſt ; to many we have addreſſed 
more than one or two without receiving any anſwers. This Society 
has been very active, and particularly in publiſhing, by which ſeveral 
individuali have ſuffered confiderably, as the burthen has fallen chiefly 
on them. We have many thouſands members, but a vaſt majority of 
them being working men, the war, which has deprived many of them 
of all employment, and almoſt every one of balf his earnings, we have 
been crippled more than any other in the kingdom. We haye the ſa- 
tis faction to know that we have dane great good, but 1 fear we muſt 
content ourſelves with good intentions and wiſhes in future, as our funds 
are not only exhauſted, but the Society is conſiderably in debt, and 
that debt muſt fall on a few, who have ſtood forward on every occafion 


with their zeal, their active efforts, and their cedit. 


It appears to me, that if the Societies do not become more active, and 
more united in their efforts in the time to come, what they have done 
hitherto will be rendered uſeleſs, and arbitrary power will rrample on 
all that is dear and valuable to freemen. The meaſures lately adopted 
in the ſiſter kingdom, meaſures as oppoſite to, and incompatible with, 
a free Conſtitution, as fire and water, and ſince followed up by the moſt 
laviſh and horrid doctrines in the Courts in Scotland, have hitherto 
been viewed only with a degree of apathy by the great bodies of the 
kingdom, which we little folks in the country look up to for examples, 
ſtyling themſelves patriotic, ſuch as The Society for Conſtitutional 
Information in London,” The Friends of the People, ditto,” 
The Friends to the Liberty of the Preſs,” that we begin almoſt to 
think here, it is time to nip thoſe buds of freedom which were begin- 
ning to bloſſom. with ſo much luxuriance, leſt they ſhould be expoſed 
to the danger of being blighted by thoſe torpid froſts, which appear to 
have chilled every animating influence in thoſe great barriers which we 
looked to for defence and protection. 

I aſſure you, my good fir, nothing is farther from my intention than 
to give the ſmalleſt offence—I am a ſtaunch democrat, and ſpeak my 
mind freely ; and 1 hope you will confider What I have hinted at the 
fapineneſs which appears, at preſent, to poſſeſs too great a fray,” as 
merely the effect of that warmth and zeal for the great cauſe we are 
both ſtrenuous to ſupport and forward, the Cauſe of Freedom and Par- 
liamentary Reform. I am, with the greateſt reſpect, 

Sir, your moſt obedient ſervant, 


| — 
Secretary, pro tamporo, to = Conſtitutional Society, Sheffield, 
V 0 ; 


. 


Copy of a letter from the Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society at 

Leeds, to the Secretary to the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 

a tion at London. een e 
Sir, . 85 | 

Your's of the 29th I received, and laid it before the Committee of 
the Leeds Society, on Monday the 4th of this inſtant. | 

It is with great ſatisfaction we read your letter, and approve of your 
having elected your delegates to ſerve upon ſuch a laudable an under- 
taking ; but if you meant for the Leeds Society to adopt the ſame mea- 
ſures, ſhall be glad if you will anſwer this immediately; as we are not 
acquainted with the time of their ſitting, we fear our delegates would 
be too late. | I am, with great reſpect, 
Your humble ſervant, 


Quarry Hill, | r 
85 Nov. 1793. Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society. 
opy of a letter from the Seeretary of the Society for Conſtitutional 


Information at Birmingham, to the Secretary of the Society for Con · 
ſtitutional Information at London. 150 
. c 4 AI | | 

Your favour of the 2oth ult. came ſafe to hand, and was read in a 
Committee of the Society on Sunday evening; and on firſt reading 
it obtained the approbation of every member preſent.— This Society 
will, at all times, concur with you in any meaſvre that may have a ten- 
dency to haſten the return of departed liberty. Our ſentiments on that 
ſubje& are mutual with yours, and unchangeable. F 

'The object of the miſſion of your delegates being of the utmoſt im- 
portance to the people of this country, and ſo intimately connected 
with their deareſt intereſts, that one would imagine they would not he- 
ſitate a moment in ſupport of the meaſure, from a conſcioufneſs that 
upon the ſacceſs of the exertions of the Friends to Reform depends the 
regeneration of Britain from a ſtate of ſlavery to a ſtate of freedom and 
happineſs ; and the exaltation of Burke's /avin;/ mnltitude to the dig - 
nified character of freemen. We have only to regret that at preſent our 
ability will not allow us to co-operate with you, by ſending a delegate 
ourſelves, in confequence of Mr. Pitt's war of humanity having almoſt 
utterly annihilated our trade in this town, and driven a great number of 
our beſt members and mechanics acroſs the Atlantic ; and thoſe that 
remain are but little better ſituated than the wretched inhabitants of 
Flanders. However, upon the whole, I believe it will be productive 
of good, as it has tended greatly to abate the pride, aſſuage the malice, 
— confound many of the devices of the enemies to reform, particular- 
ly among the dons of Church and King. And, finally, it has made many 
proſelytes to the cauſe of liberty. 

Pleaſe to accept our beſt wiſhes to you and your fociety; and per- 
mit me to remain, in the name and behalf of the Birmingham Society 
for Conſtitutional Information, | 

Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


— _ Secretary. 
To — Secretary to the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information London, Nov. 6th, 1793. 


P, S. Shall be glad to hear from you on all occaſions. 
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Copy of a Letter from Coventry to the Secretary of the Society for 
- - Conſtitutional Information. | 
Sir, $# | 
In anſwer to your favour of the 29th of October, containing a 
copy of your reſolution of the 28th, relative to the election of Dele- 
ates, I am defired by our Society to communicate to the Society for 
eos Information, London, their approbation of a meaſure. 
which we conceive peculiarly calculated to accelerate the acquiſition. 
of the object propoſed "4 I. 
Your humble ſervant, 
Secretary. 


Copy of a Letter from the Secretary of the London Correſponding 
| Society to Norwich | 

London Correſponding Society, Nov. 23d, 1793 - 

Fellow Citizens, | 


You have been already informed, by the correſpondence ſubſiſtin 
between the reſpective diviſions of the Patriotic Societies in Englan 
and Scotland, of the Convention called and now fitting in Edinburgh, 
for the purpoſe of obtaining a ſpeedy and radical Reform in the Syſtem 
of Parliamentary Repreſentation ; and you are alſo in the poſſeſſion of 
the circumſtances. of our having ſent Two Delegates ( 
to repreſent our increaſing Society in that reſpectable aſſembly. The 
Society for Conſtitutional Information alſo elected Two Repreſenta- 

tives (——— ————) the latter only of whom has gone to 
Scotland for the diſcharge of his important miſſion. 

Citizens, the object of our preſent letter is to inform you of the 
important communications which our miſſion has already produced, 
The ſpirit and reſolution it has defuſed through the reſpective Societies 
in Scotland—the rapid increaſe of the avowed friends of liberty, 
which has already made its appearance, and the proſpects which have 
been opened before us of the moſt complete union, the moſt deter- 
mined perſeverance, the moſt active - exertion in every conſtitutional 
meaſure, that can be deviſed for the recovery of our rights, and the com- 
plete renovation of the Jiberties and happineſs, which as men wwe are entitled 
zo, and, as Britons, ve have been taught to expeft, An increaſe of af- 
fection, of zeal, of confidence; a concert of permanent union; a 
free communication and compariſon of fentiments and intentions ; 
mature deliberation and mutual reliance--theſe are the fruits of the 
wiſe and ſpirited meaſures adopted by the Friends of Liberty in Scot- 
land, and ſeconded by the Societies of London and Ireland. 

Britons, and fellow citizens! let us roufe you to immediate co- 
operation with theſe efforts for the general good ;—let us awake you 
to a ſenſe of the importance of the preſent moment, and perſuade you, 

rſuade all the patriotic ſocieties in England, to ſtrengthen — "5 

unction with this grand federation ; that as thoſe who are hoſtile to 

our freedom are already united by compaQts, intereſts, and coalitions, 

the friends alſo of that glorious 9 may be bound together by a 
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Coventry, Nov. 19th, 1793. 
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link more firm, more intimate, and more durable, to refit every op- 
preſſion and uſurpatian that may be attempted, and vindicate 
Rights of Man.” 

The ſociety at Norwich has already, in ſome degree, imitated qur 
example : For though time and convenience did not permit them to 
ele a ſeparate Delegate, they have ſent a written authority to citizen 
| to act for them in that capacity, together with inſtructions 
to enable him to ſtatę their ſentiments to the Convention, and direc- 
tions for him to correſpond with them, and render their fraternity more 
complete. 

Citizens! Permit us to unite our voices with thoſe of our brethren 
in the North, to requeſt you, by ſome fuch method (if you cannot 
render it convenient immediately to ſend a Delegate of your own) to 
aſſiſt the cloſer union, and more immediate communication of the re- 
ſpective ſocieties. —Perſuaded as we are that the friends of liberty, if 
encouraged by the conviction of general union to ſtep forward and 
avow their ſentiments, are already fo numerous and reſpectable as to 
enſure a ſpeedy termination of the calamities of an unjuſtifiable war, 
23 3 of every right to which Britons and Freemen are 
entitled : | 
We are, in the firm aſſurance of your zeal and fincerity in the 

cauſe of liberty, your affectionate fellow citizens, 


P. S. I received your letter, and I ſent it to Edinburgh according to 
your direction. * 


ꝗ—— 


Appendix F. (No. 1.) 


Sheffield, Committee Room of the Conſtitutional Society, May 
4 27th 1793. 
ir, 


AM deſired by the Committee of this Society to acknowledge the 


receipt of yours of the 10th current, and of the Caledonian Chro- 


nicle of the ſame date, containing the reſolutions of the Convention of 
delegates from the friends of the people throughout Scotlaud—of which 
this Committee and the Society alſo, to which they have been read at 
the ſeveral diſtrict meetings, highly approve, 

This Committee did not anſwer your former letter, becauſe they were 
unwilling to put you to any unneceſſary expence of poſtage, eſpecially 
as no alteration caald then be made in the ſubject matter 44 ohh Any 
communication which you may be pleaſed to favour this Society with, 
will be certain to come to hand (barring accidents) if directed generally 
to Mr, r —— - Chucch-lane, Sheffield. 


Though we have never had any miſcarciage of letters which were di- 
reed to the Secretary of the Conftitutional Society, yet that addition 
may perhaps be as well left out.— As to a proper channel; if the parcel 
is at any time very bully and weighty, the waggon will be the beſt ; but 
if a moderate ſize, it will come quicker by the coach: And the Com- 

| mitteg 
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mittee will be very glad to receive accounts of proceedings ſo ably and 
triotically conducted. _ ene | | 

The Committee beg leave to recommend to the Convention, and 
through its members to the ſeveral Societies, to patronize and pro- 
mote as much as poſiible the circulation of that moſt uſeful periodical 
work, The Patriot, which certainly contains abundance of truly impor- 
tant political information, and has done the moſt eſſential ſervice to tho 
cauſe of freedom and of the people in this part of the iſland. 

J am deſired to expreſs the particular approbetion of this Committee, 
and Society alſo, of the ſecond reſolution of the Convention, viz. 
«+ That the motion to diſcontinue their meeting when the petitions, 
s &c. are preſented, &. is ſuſpicious and infiduous, &c. &c.” 

To ſhew how men, poſſeſſing the ſame principles, will at the greateſt 
diſtance coincide and Jump, as it were, into the ſame ſentiments, and 
expreſſion of them, I beg leave to ſend you a ſhort extract from the ad- 
dreſs of our Prefident, Mr. at our laſt General Meeting, 
which was taken in ſhort hand, and which the Committee hope they 
ſhall prevail upon him to publiſh, as it is replete with political infor- 
mation, intereſting anecdotes, and animated elocution. 

«« You have no doubt, fellow citizens, all heard the fate of the peti- 
tion (9 lately ſent from this town and neighbourhood for a Parliamen- 
tary reform; and I ſhould ſuppoſe that the unjuſt, indecent, and inſo- 
lent manner in which it has been rejected, and oppoſed admiſſion into 
the Houſe of Commons by the ſatellites of miniſters, muſt have con- 
vinced you clearly, that the great cauſe for the ſupport of which we 
have aſſociated, demands our never ceaſing vigilance and attention. 

A reform in Parliament is almoſt z”/ver/ally allowed to be eſſenti- 
ally neceſſary to the preſervation of this country. And as that great 
and important event can never be brought about but by the porwerful 
interpojution of the great body of the people, no lawful means ſhould be left 
unaſſayed to remove almoſt the innumerable impediments which lie in 
the way to obſtruft and prevent ſo defirahle communication. The 
enemies to reform are a very active, numerous, and powerful body in 
almoſt every neighbourhood, and never fail to unite on the ſmalleſt ap- 
pearance of any circumſtance which they conceive may be prejudicial ro 
the corrupt and baneful ſyſtem that has too long prevailed, and which 
it is ſo much their intereſt to continue. | 

„Our common enemies, I ſay, form an active, jealous, powerful, 
and well-diſciplined phalanx, long enured to every poſſible mode of at- 
tack which can he made ypon them —thoroughly ſkilled in the ſcience 
of defence - but more particularly ſo in circumventing and ſmotherin 
every attempt that may be made againſt them while in its wiancy, — 
before it can arrive at the power o doing them harm —witnel(s the vari» 
ous attempts to diſcountenance, calumniate, and, if poflible, to annihi- 
late Conſtitutional Societies, The Patriot, and all publications firmlare 
to it; as in theſe they ſee, with terrified aſpects, the future ſaviouts of 
the people, and their deareſt rights; with an all-gaſping and domineet- 
ing ariſtocratic influence, poſſeſſing the greatelt ſhare of the landed pro- 
perty; with the purſe of the nation at their command, and their eyes 
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ever fixed on this ruling maxim, ** Devide et impera” they may be almoſt 
thovght to be invincible, and nothing can avail againſt theirefforts, but 
equal zeal, diſcipline, activity, and ſtrict adherence together of the 
fnends of the people, and of the cauſe of freedom. 

* You ſee then, citizens, that (that) it particularly behoves us not 
to ſleep upon our poſts. The Heavenly Cherub liberty is in danger of 
being annihilated and deſtroyed by a torrent of influence and corruption 
unexampled in the annals of the world. It 1s time, therefore, for all 
true lovers of their country to exert every effort to preſerve and cheriſh 
that (that) ineſtimable bleſſing, deprived of which, both life and pro- 
perty, by being rendered precarious and uncertain, become but ſecond- 
ary conſiderations. In this moſt laudable of all purſuits, that of pro- 
moting and forwarding the public welfare, it becomes the peculiar du- 
ty of every one of us to contribute all in our power, by public and pri- 
| vate advice and exhortation to prevent his fellow labourers in this 
| glorious vineyard from lagging in ſo momentous, though perhaps ſo 
| arduous a work; but let us remember that our brave and hardy anceſ- 
tors often fought and bled at every vein, to tranſmit to us undiminiſhed, 
a fair and unſpotted inheritance to a conftitution—the baſe, ſummit, 
and centre of which was founded and compoſed of freedom; a conſtitu- 
tion which they raiſed by their valour, ſupported by their virtue and 
wiſdom, and cemented with their blood. | 

Ihe ravager time, the unſuſpicious nature of ſome of our forefa- 
thers, added to their ſupineneſs and negleR, with other unfortunate cir - 
cumſtances on one hand, and on the other the gradual but never ceaſing 
endeavours to undermine and ſubvert the noble edifice, by every inſidi- 
avs and unperceived art and machination that baſe and intereſted men 
could deviſe theſe ſycophants of courts--theſe venal hirelings and 

male proſtitutes, who feed and fatten without remorſe on the ſpoil and 
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plunder of their induſtrious and oppreſſed country men theſe political ſe 
Eiaus, who would fell their country and its liberties for a meſs of pot- ſo 
tage have brought us to the very brink of ruin, and the verge of flavery ol 
and, wiſhing to delude us with the forms of the conſtitution, have gone 2 

nigh to ſap and deſtroy every prop and pillar by which the conſtitution th 
itſelf is in reality ſuppported. | ne 


ge it ours, however, to keep in mind, that there is not in the 
| whole range of human nature ſo degraded and deſpicable a fight as that 
| of a nation, a people who were once free having degenerated into ſlaves; 
and let us not ever forget, that notwithſianding we of the preſent day 
did not receive perfect freedom from our immediate forefathers, we ſtill 
know that we have a juſt claim to it; that it is our duty to proſecute 
that cjaim before our adverſaries ſhall have the inſolence to plead pre- 
ſcription as a bar to it. Though the en is not in us, the right is, 
and we are bound to aſſert that right, and tranſmit it clear of all incum- 
brances to our poſterity. What! ſhall we uncemittingly proſecute our 
claim, and ftart indignant at the idea of being robbed, or unjuſtly de- 
prived of a paltry cottage, or a few acres of dirty land; and ſhall we 
tamely and baſcly ſurrender thoſe important rights and privileges which 
ze more valuable than all the acres that one man ever poſſeſſed ? For- Pr. 
bid it, Conſiſtency! Forbid it, Juſtice! Forbid it, Heaven! 
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But how, it may be aſked, how are we to proſecute our claims ? 
How are we to recover thoſe rights of which we have been ſurreptitiouf- 
ly deprived ? I anſwer, by our fortitude and unanimity—by an inflexi- 
ble perſeverance in demanding thoſe rights, "which no power on earth is 
entitled to withhold from us. A Reform in Parliament, I repeat, is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to fave this country from ruin. I will tell you why,“ 
&c,—He then gives a diſplay of the defective ſtate of Repreſentation 3; 
ſhews, that as things are now ſituated, no adminiſtration, however iu- 
clined to do ſo, can govern according to the true principles of juſtice and 
ſound policy, and the real intereſts of the people, from the undue in flurnce 
of the Crown. Deſcribes the double cabinet in a very ſevere ſtrain of ani- 
madyerſion ; takes notice, that the only argument attempted to be ur- 
ged _ the meaſure, is the 1mpropriety of the time; and on every 
occaſion, ſince its firſt being hazarded in 1692, the ſame bugbear has 
been uniformly oppoſed to it. But let me aſk theſe men, what is a 
roper time? In times of peace; in times of war; in times of finan- 
cial depreſſion; in times of proſperity; though the neceſſity of it was 
always admitted, ſtill the time was improper. When Mr. Grey, in the 
laſt ſeſſion, gave notice of his intended motion on this head, though 
we had been juſt before repreſented by the apoſtate Pitt, in all the glate 
of his didatic pompoſity, to be at that moment in a ſtate of unexam- 
pled proſperity, yet then the time was improper. . 

In the year 1764, after the concluſion of the war, this country 
was equally proſperous, and ranked infinitely higher in point of conſe- 
quence amongſt the nations of Europe, when we were feared and court- 
ed by every power in it, then, alſo, the time was improper ; we were 
afterwards involved in a ruinous and expenſive war with America, 
which drained this country of its citizens and its treaſures, loaded us 
with an accumulation of taxes we were hardly able to bear, was pro- 
ſecuted contrary to the wiſhes of the nation, and Farliament ſtill voting 
ſupplies out of the people's pockets. The ſyſtem of corruption was: 
obvious, clear as the Sun at noon day, yet ſtill it was not proper ta 
agitate a Reform: Notwithſtanding it was at the ſame time granted, 
that if a Reform had been made in the year 1764, all thoſe ſubſequent 
notorious evils would have been prevented. | 
The plain truth of the matter is this—in the eye of miniſters and 
their followers, in the eye of placemen, penſioners, and the almoſt in- 
numerable hoſt of the greedy and voracious bloodſuckers and devourers, 
of the ſpoil and plunder of the people, no time is proper "The argu- 
ment is a ſtale worn-out trick of every miniſter, and every venal tool 
who ſupports him; Charles Townſend uſed to ſay, petitions to this 
effect were improper at ws /ea/ons; the ſeaſon of war, and the ſeaſon, 
af peace. In peace, becauſe they tended to diſturb the general tranquility; 
and in war, becauſe miniſters had ſufficient employment for their abili- 
ties without being troubled with petitions: In this avowal of a miniſ- 
ter their is certainly ſome honeftly; but much more of what the Iriſh 
term modeft aſſurance, or what a blunt Briton calls downright impudence. 
„The ſame fallacious and deluſive argument is made uſe of at the 
preſent moment; and thoſe very apoſtates, who contended moſt warm- 
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ly and vehemently, that a Reform in Parliament was abſolutely neceſ- 

ary to ſave the Conſtitution, in 1785, have now the bare-faced effron« 
tery to aſſert, that it is az rg ent, not only unfeaſonable, but abſolutely 
unneceſſary Citizens, reflect on this; be no longer deceived; con- 
vince yourſelves firſt that it is neceſſary, and then determine reſolutely, 
and like Engliſhmen worthy, of their glorious anceſtors, that in matters 

moment there is no time like the preſent.” 2 | 

| Thus ended a ſpeech of near two hours, which convinced the Society 
of the abſolute neceſſity there is to be more active and aſſiduous in the 
great cauſe we are engaged to ſupport. It is remarkable, that at this 


meeting a motion was made to diſcontinue our monthly meetings, and 


to have them only once in three months, which was reprobated. by the 
Preſident, and ſcouted by the Society as ſuſpicious and infidions ; and. 
the Society has greatly iacreaſed every day ſince. Phe, 
The encloſed paper has had a very good effect in Mancheſter and 
this place, where it has been well circulated;; and as Mr. Dundas has 
had the conſummate effrontery to ſay in St. Stephen's, that war is nt 
the cauje of the preſent national diſtreſs, this Committee think too much 
pains cannot be taken to convince the people that it is. They therefore 
ſubmit it to your conſideration, whether it may not be adviſeable ta 
re-print and circulate 1t in your town and neighbourhood. 
fo the name, and by order of the Committee, I remain, ſir, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
Mr. Wm. Skirving, Edinburgh, | Secretary. 


| | (No. 2.) £05 | 6. "0 

Delegate Meeting of the Conſtitutional Society, Leeds, May 29, 1793. 
Sir, ; 
By requeſt of the Sheffield Society, and having received directions 


from them for the purpoſe of - correſponding with all the Societies in 
England and Scotland : hq | 
We, the members of the Conſtitutional Society in Leeds, in order to 
obtain the deſited end of Parliamentary reform, defire fraternal com- 
munication with the Society at Edinburgh. y 
We ſhall be glad of any information or inftrution in your power 
on all occaſions; and hope you will find the Leeds Society always faith- 
ful to the intereſts of the people; and though they are but few, not ex- 
ceeding two hundred, they are men, and are determined to exert their 
utmoſt in order to inſtru their neighbours on their common intereſts, 
With this we ſend you a copy of our addreſs and declaration, and 
ſhall ever acknowledge all favours from you. — 9 
Wiſhing the cauſe we have embarked in every degree of ſucceſs, I 
remain, in the name and by order of the Society. i 


Sir, Yours, &c. 


Addreſſed 40 To the Secretary of the Conſtitutional Society, 
«6 2 gh,” and on the back « To Mr. William Skirving, Edin- 
16 urg FE | 
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| (No, z.) 
Free Maſons Tavern, Saturday 18th of May, 1793. 


At a General — of the Society of the Friends of the People, 
aſſociated for the purpoſe of obtaining a Parliamentary reform, held this 


day. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this S-ciety be returned 
to the Convention of Delegates at Edinburgh, for their zeal and aRivi 
in the cauſe of Parliamentary reform, and to expreſs a hope and wi 
that they will proceed with the ſame ſpirit, induſtry, and temper durin 
the interval between the preſent time, and the meeting of the next ſei- 


ſion of Parliament. h | 
In the name, and by order of the Society. 


Fr No. ) 
Sir, | ( : 


I have the honor to incloſe you a copy of the reſolution of thanks to 
the Convention of Delegates at Edinburgh from the Friends of the 
People in London, and beg you will communicate the ſame to the va- 
rious Societies with which you correſpond in Scotland. 

| I am, Sir, Yours, &c. N 
| — Scary to the Committee. 
(No. 5.) 


„ 

The Speech I ſent is not the property of this Society, but in com- 
pliance with the requeſt contained in your letter I have applied to the 
proprietor, who gives you full permiſſion to re-print it, and diſtribu 
as many as you think proper. Your conduct on this occafion m 
give ſatisfaction to every friend of reform. 

When'I again meet with any thing good and ſhort, I will certainly 
ſend it to you. I ſuppoſe you have ſeen William Fox's pamphlets ; they 
are very ſhort, and extremely good indeed, particularly that againſt the 
war. 

The plan of delegates would be very improper in this country at pre- 
ſent. A very ſmall part of it indeed would be active for reform; if 
ſach a meeting is attempted, it will operate like many raſh ſteps of ſome 
who wiſh well to the cauſe, much to its diſadvantage. | 
I thank you for the parcel of minutes which is come to hand, and 


remain, 

A Addreſſed er July 230 

- | Addreſſed, July 256, 19937 
William Skirving, Eſq. Edinburgh. » 1793 
(No. 6.) 


Dear Sir, 

On Saturday laſt 1 received a copy of Mr. Palmer's trial, and on 
Monday ſeveral copies of Mr. Muit's, which I have ordered to be diſ- 
poſed of as directed. I had _ both before—1 ſhall Mind ow with 
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Paine's trial, and I return you and Mr. Muir thanks for them. I think 
Mr. Palmer's caſe, in ſome ieſpects, ſtill more extraordinary than Mr. 
Muir's.—ls it a crime to adviſe prudence and moderation? 

Be ſo kind as to deſire Mr. Scot to ſend regularly the Edinburgh 
Gazetteer to me, under cover to C. Grey, Eſq. M. P. —— Let him 
charge it either to me or the Society, and I will pay for it at ſuch times 
and in ſuch a manner as he deſires. 
„ hope none of the violence which has done miſchief to the cauſe of 
reform in England will be imported into the Scottiſh Convention. 
; The conduct of the friends to reform in Scotland has always been 
admired, and I hope their prudence and moderation will be continued. 
October 29th, 1793. oor 0 I am, &c, 

Addreſſed, Mr. W. Skirving, 7 Ty 

Oppoſite the foot of the Old Aſſembly Cloſe, Edinburgh. 


(No. 7.) 
Fellow Citizens. | London, Nov. 8th, 1793. 

J duly received your favour of the 4th inſtant, and laid it before the 
Committee of Delegates laſt night, who were anxiouſly waiting for 
intelligence from Edinburgh, and were ſatisfied with the agreeable ac- 
count of the great number and zeal of the friends of freedom in Scot- 
land That part of your letter which mentioned your viſiting differ- 
ent towns in Scotland, for the purpoſe of promoting the 2 
were pleaſed with the idea, but they thought that it could not be put 
in practice on account of the neceſſary ſupplies, which come in but 
very ſlowly—it is to be mentioned in the different diviſions. We have 
elected — (by ballot) Chairman of the Committee for the 
remainder of the quarter we have alſo appointed a Committee of 
Conſtitution, ſeparate from the Committee of Delegates One mem- 
ber is choſe from each diviſion, to meet on this night for the ſirſt time, 
and to be totally unconnected with the Committee of Delegates. 
We ſtill increaſe in number—and the addreſs to the King, to put an 
end to the War, is ordered to be advertiſed to receive ſignatures, in 
the Courier, Chronicle, Eyer's Sunday Gazetteer, afterwards by hand 
bills, &c. We have opened a correſpondence with a new ſociety at 

» 1 have to inform you of the wiſh of the ſociety, that you 
would favour them with the number of Delegates in the Convention, 
and the number from England alſo, and how the civil and military 
power reliſhes your meeting. And that you would ſend ſuch a re- 
port trom the Convention as might appear in the news papers in Lon- 
don. Send me an Edinburgh ie, when there is any thing in 
it of importance. I would have fent you a Courier, but they informed 
me that they ſent ſeveral to the Coffee Houſes and Taverns in Edin- 
burgh, for that reaſon I thought it unneceſſary. I hope to have more 


time to write to you more fully next time. As ——— fays the 
poſt is juſt going off, no more at preſent from, 
| Addreſſed, EN Secretary. 


Mr. Margarot, and | Delegates from | 
| Mr, Gerald, London, 1 o. 8.) 
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Nr. William Skirving, Edinburgh. 


() 
I ̃o0o the Members of the Scotch Convention. . 
Worthy Sirs, 7 ũ ù AAA re" 

The Notice we have had of your different meetings, being ſo late 
as not conveniently to allow of pur election of a Delegate to join your 
Aſſemble, I take the freedom to communicate a few Me in the na 
of the ſociety. Our congratulations are your due for the ſpirited man- 
ner in which you have ſhewn yourſelves the advocates and promoters 
of reformation: - You, citizens, have deſerved well of your country, 
and your conduct is the ſubje& of our applauſe—the ſtrong ſentiments 
you have imbibed are the objects of our admiration, Our minds par- 
ticulacly embrace the doctrines of the right of Univerſal Suffrage, of 
the neceſſity of Annual Returns, and of adopting theſe principles into 
a definitely worded conſtitutional; code, alterable only by the expreſ- 
ſion of the general will of the Britiſh people, properly taken. 

We doubt not of your ſentiments of fraternity towards the patriots 
of our town, whoſe; defire is to promote univerſal information and 
univerſal. liberry. , + : | 105 mall} ee 

The All-wiſe Father of Men proſper your undertakings. 


KHSGecietary to the Leeds Conſtitutional Society, 
Leeds, Nov. 18th, 1793. pro Tempore, : - 
Addreſſed, ö 


op 


; 64 (No. 9.) 
Sir, | 914 al 8 

T have the ſatis faction to inform you, that the Delegates from the 

ſocieties in London have, at length, arrived at Edinburgh. Delegates 

from the otlier ſocieties in England, and who are now upon the road, 


will ſoon alſo be here to wait upon the Friends of the People, in order 


to eſtabliſh an indifſeluble fraternity between the two nations, and to 


adopt thoſe meaſures which at this awwf#! Period may have a tendency 
to ſave the country. 15 07 ; 7 1 


— 


Solemnly pledged as you are to a common and juſt cauſe, no hard- 
ſhip and no expence can be thought too great for you, while you are 
conſcious that you are diſcharging your duty. With no propriety can 
you' refuſe to attend upon your brethren from England, who, at ſo 
much expence, and from ſo great a diſtance, have come'to unite their 
affections and deliberations with you. . | 

I feel it my duty, in coincidence with the ſentiments of the General 
Committee here, again to recal the ſocieties by their Delegates to this 
pw Every moment is precious, and delay is ſynonimous to tiea- 
C cr .* ; 
| Tespe therefore, Sir, to have the honour of ſeeing you on the 
19th current in the General Convention of the Delegates, in compliance 
with the public advertiſement, which I was — to inſert in my offi- 
cial capacity, in the Gazetteer of yeſterday, to which I entreat your 
particular attention, * 
57 X 2 If 
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If you cannot poſſibly attend, it will be proper to call the Committee 
of your r or two in your place. No exertion on 
ien 


the part of a ould be wanting at this important criſi to render 


this Convention ſtill more reſpectable; and none who have the caſe 


at heart, and diſeern Bow much u at fake, will be remiſs. 
Let it be our ardent prayei to God, that his wiſdom may dire their 
meaſures, and that his benediftion may attend the execution of them, 
= T have the honour to be, fir, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


AT | WILLIAM SKIRVING, Secretary, 
Edinburgh, Nov. Ich, 1793. | A: 


| (No. 10.) ? 1 8 

Extracts from the Minutes of the General Convention of the 

Friends of the People, held at Edinburgh, and of their Ge- 

neral Committee, convened in conſequence of the Arrival 

of the Engliſh Delegates, and of Citizen Hamilton Rowan 

and Simon Butler, from Ireland, as mentioned in the 
foregoing Narrative. TOM ET de 


- 


In the firſt day's ſitting of the Convention, (29th Oct. 1703, Mr. 


moved, That this Convention reſolve to claim for them- 
{elves and their Conſtituents the Right of Univerſal Suffrage and An- 
nual Parliaments." 
At the ſame ſitting a letter was read from the Four United Societies 
of Ireland. 

« Mr. Skirving read the thanks of the general meeting of the Friends 
of the People, at Freemaſon's Tavern, dated London, 18th May, 1793, 
as returned by them to the Convention of Delegates at Edinburgh, tor 
their zeal and activity in the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform. He alſo 
Gar 2 F pe. ek — 

Ober, 1793, another dated London, 25 Ober, 1 „ 7 
the a —.— of Meſirs. Margarot and Gerald. * 1 

« Mr. Skirying next read a letter from Mr. ——D Secretary to 
the Aſſociation at n, dated Frith-ſtreet, No. 7, Oct. 16th, 1793. 

« Mr. — read a letter from the Conſtitutional Society 
zt Shefficld, dated 27th May, 1793, and ſigued ————— Secretary, 
upon the whole objects of Reform in general, containing ſome humo- 
rous remarks on the arguments advanced by the enemics of Reform, 
which were received with great approbation,—Mr. Skirving next read 
the printed paper contained in the ſaid letter, addreſſed to the unem- 
me artiſans, &c. of Mancheſter, and containing a number of excel - 

remarks on the ealamities of war; ſigned Sidney. 

In the General Committee (6th Nov. 1793) it appears, that a eiti- 
zen, one of the Edinburgh Delegates, having moved that the London 

| Delegates 


Z 5 


A 


Delegates ſhould ſtate the ſituation of their Societies, Citizen Margarot 
anſwered, ©* That the Societies in London were very numerous, though 
«« ſometimes fluctuatiug. In ſome parts of England whole towns are 
4 reformers ; Sheffield, and environs there, 50,000.—In Norwich there 
ate zo Societies in one. — If we could get a Convention of England 
% aad Scotland called, we might repreſent fix or ſeven hundred thou- 
*« ſand males, which is a majority of all the adults in the kingdom; 
and miniftry would not dare to refuſe ys our rights.” 

Citizen Butler, from Ireland, then ſaid, He 0 not know how far 
be was at liberty to ſay any thing, 7 was not a delegate ; but be 
would give an account of Ireland The executive part of the governs 
ment was almoſt omnipotent ; the landed intereſt almoſt ariſtocratic ; 
the manufacturer idle. Laſt Parliament was expected to have given 
Ireland emancipation; however that praſpect was flattering, a few 
weeks changed the ſcene.— An infamous coalition took place between 
the oppoſition and miniſtry ; the cathalies retired with what they bad 
Foce o longer oppoſed by them, the 3 turned their oppreſ» 

ve meaſures againſt the Friends of Reform. The United Iriſhmen 
were proſecuted ; he himſelf had experienced fix months impriſonment. 
Belfait was declared to be in a ſtate of rebellion—though freedom was 
not cried up in the ſtreets, yet it dwelt in almoſt every heart. Univerſal 
emancipation was the meaſure for which he was an advocate. All 
that he knew of the country was, that the firſt day his friend was in 
Edinburgh he was arreſted, for nothing that he knew, except it was for 
being ſo wicked as to come here, In Scotland they yet met in Con- 
vention; in Ireland the Parliament had enacted laws againſt it. When 
a om like that ſhould take place here, he was afraid freedom would 
vaniſh.” 
Mr. C ſaid, ** That he hoped thoſe that would paſs ſuch 
an Act of Parliament ſhould be forced to eat it; and hoped that Scot- 
land and England ſhould not ſubmit to it.” 
Citizen Gerald ſaid, ** That he came here armed with the power of 
delegation— If our neighbour's houſe is on fire, the greater ſhould be 
our vigilance to prevent the flames _ our onA patebment 
piece of juſtice had been preſented in Ireland; he hoped that if ever it 
was paſſed bere, we ſhould throw it in the face of our oppreſſors. Every 
thing the people had gained had been through Canventions--the Re- 

olution was the conſequence of a Convention ; the Revolution efla- 

liſhed, that truſt abuſed, was revocable—the Revolution excluded all 
placemen and penſioners do we enjoy any benefit from that act? It 
made miniſters reſponſible- how many bad miniſters have we teen go 
down to the grave in peace, and honayred with all the dignities a Kin 
can confer! Union would carry our principles into execution. 1 
Citizen from Ireland told you, that as fon as the alarm bell was rung 
the oppoſition joined the miniſter, Party is ever a bud of prey, and 
the people their banquet.” 

On the firſt day's ſitting of the Convention after it was reſumed, 
(1 9th Nov. 1793) Mr. — moved. That previous to publiſh- 


ing an addreſs to the public, a Committee he forthwith appointed to 


conſider 


( 174 ) | 
conſider the means, and draw up the outlines of a plan of general union 
and co-operation between the two nations, ia their conſtitutional pur- 
ſuit of a thorough Parliamentary Reform,“ which was unanimouſly a- 

reed to. e Pa 

e The minutes of the ſecond day's ſitting bear, —“ That Citizen Ge- 
e rald vindicated the plan of diviſions, as tending to enable the Con- 
« vention to make up their minds upon the buſineſs to come before 
„them.“ —Mr. Margarot vindicated the plan, as tending to'ſhorten 
the buſineſs of the Convention, and inſiſted that the familiar intercourſ; 
that would take place in theſe diviſions, would be the chief uſe o 
them.“ . Ke ! h Sts © 8 
„ Anpther delegate ſhewed the neceſſity and importance of the 
plan of organization, and inſiſted that the diviſions were neceſſary, and 
that the lofs of a day or two was of no conſideration; compared with 
the magnitude of the object. F 

« Mr. Margarot promiſed, in the name of himſelf and his colleagues 
from England, that they would grudge no time to execute with pro- 
priety the important buſineſs they were come upon... 

The delegate from Sheffield roſe to remove any remaining objec- 
tions that might be made againſt the plan. He urged, that the grand 
point in xaiſing a good ſuperſtructure was to lay a good foundation; to 
do which no time ſhould be grudged; and ſhewed the great utility of 
the plan in the nomination of Committees.“ | 

And the Convention was accardingly divided into diviſions, and 
places appointed for their Meetings.” . tare | 

Mr. Margarot, of new, moved, That a Committee be appointed to 
conſider of and draw up a proper plan of union between the two nations, 
according to the reſolution of yeſterday.” Sang 
la the fitting of the 21ſt November, in conſequence of reports from 
the different ſections, a committee of thirteen was choſen to form an 


— 


— 


union upon Mr, Margarot's plan. 

In the ſame meeting Gerald ſtated, That to honeſt men nothing 
was {9 valuable as truth, and that nothing can poſſibly tend ſo much to 
the diſcloſu:e of truth as diſcuſſion and deliberation. Ihat it was alſo 
very important that the Committee ſhould know as much as poſſible ot 
the public mind, in order that they might act in union with it. The 
Convention then reſolved itſelf into a Committee upon the motion of 
Mr. - and many valuable hints were thrown out by Citizens 
####&&#&##*## Gerald obſerved, that whatever differences of opinion 
might exiſt in theſe walls, we can never forget that our friends and our 
enemies are in common, and that our object is equally the fame, He 
took a review of the means we are to uſe in order to ſecure our object. 
He entered fully into the ſubject of univerſal ſuffrage and annual Par- 
haments. He tully proved the rights of the people to theſe benefits by 
their ancient conſtitution. He minutely inveſtigated the principles of 
government, He aſſerted, that the end of all government is the good 
of the governed; that if money be taken out of his pocket againſt his 
conſent, it is of little conſequence whether it he taken by the robber on 
the heath, or the monarch on the throne, He made many remarks on 


the 
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the reyolution ſettlement, and the benefits gained by the laſt revolution, 
and demonſtrated clearly, that they are now totally talen awgy. He 
warned the Convention againſt the choice of any other than known and 
plain men like themſelves, men uncontaminated by the peſtilential air 
of Courts.” | FEW 

A delegate from London, during this day's ſitting, in abſence of 
„a Scots delegate, ** pave in the continuation of the Com- 
mittee's report reſpecting the election of Preſidents; of three aſſiſtants, 
one to go out daily; and reſpecting the Council of the Table.“ He 
likewiſe propoſed, That the whole reports of the Committee ſhould 
be delayed till the report was completed, and urged as a reaſon for de- 
lay, that ** was employed in completing the report* of the Com- 
mittee.” | ON 


The Fifth Day's. Sitting, Convention Hall, Nov. 23d, 1793. 
Citizen Gerald appointed Chairman, r 
„Citizen having read the minutes of laſt ſitting, the Preſident Rated, 
That this morning be had received a letter from our Friends in Norwich, 
who deſired him to inform the Convention, that they remained ſteady 
in the cauſe, and had denominated Citizen Margarot their delegate, and 
that they would contribute their ſhare of the expences attending the 
Convention. Mr, Margarot according accepted of the office, who 
congratulated the Convention upon the acceſſion of ſuch a great num- 
ber of Friends.” | | 

During this fitting there is the following motion, “ It was moved; 
that from henceforth the Convention ſhould be ſtiled The Britifhh Con- 
vention of the Delegates of the People, aſſociated to obtain univerſal fut- 
frage and annual Parliaments ;” agreed to unanimouſly. Alfo this 
other motion, „A motion was alſo made for the Convention al- 
loving the members of the United Society of Iriſhmen to ſpeak and 
vote here, | | 

« Referred to the Sections.“ 

Citizens , who were country delegates, © requeſted leave 
of abſence, which was 2 „ pen condition that they would do their ut. 
moſt to ſend delegates in their place.” 1 

In the ſame ſitting there are the following motions, viz. | 

« Motion by Mr. *** reſpe&ing dividing the country into departments, 
and appointing provincial Conventions, whereby they may become more 
acquainted with each others ſentiments.” 

10 Referred to the Committee of Union.” 351 

« Motion by ***, containing thanks to the movers of the diviſion 
into claſſes, mentioning the advantages already obtained from it, and 
requeſting a freſh ſhufle. Referred to the Committee of regulations, 
and agreed that the members of Societies in Edinburgh join the ſec- 
tions“ and this day's ſederunt cloſes as follows: Ihe Prefident 
warned the ſections to meet as full as poſſible on Monday.“ 37 72 

«« Citizen ***'s motion, relative to admitting the members of the 
United Society of Iriſhmen to ſpake and vote in this Convention, came 
forward for diſcuſſion, when citizens — — - — ſpoke upon it, and 


agreed 


_ delegates on extraordinary emergencies 


K 
agreed to and guaranteed by a ſolemn joining of hands--it beiäg for. 


lowed by a motion for tranſmitting the above teſolution ts Citizen 
Archibald Hamilton Rowan, which was paſſed accordingly.” 6 
« Secretary Skirving ſtated, that he had juſt now received five ſhil- 


lings from an unknown hand for the uſe of the Convention 
mention was ordered to be made of this patriotic donation. 
A motion made by * * * teſpecting the appointment of an in- 
terim Committee at the end of every Convention, to call together the 


; honorable 


3» * * 


At the cloſe of this meeting, the Convention being divided into ſec- 
tions, a delegate moved, T hat the motions ſhould be laid before the 
fſefions and deſire the conneil of the zable to condeſcend on theſe that 
were to be firſt dicuſſed.“ 
| Seventh Day's Sitting, 26th Nov. 1793. 944 
N After debate, an original motion was referred to the ** Committee of 
inance | 

% Ordered, That the Convention ſhall cauſe a regular ſet of books 
to be kept for the inſertion of minutes, metions, and other proceedings ; 
a book of finance, &c. to be at all times ſubject to the inſpection of an 
intermediate committee.” 

«« Alltheſe motions were ordered to lie over to be conſidered by the 
ſections.” | 5 

« Mr. 's motion being taken into conſideration, amendments 
were propoſed by citizen? . | 

Mr. Margarot pled for adopting the ſpirit of Mr. 's motion; 
but thought it would be more advantageous to poſtpone adopting it till 
the concluſion of the Convention's buſineſs. 3 

« Moved by Mr. Margarot, that a committee, conſiſting of the mover, 
ſeconder, and thoſe who had moved fer amendments of Mr. —— 8 
motion, be appointed to draw up a motion from the whole, that may 
probably meet the ideas of the whole Convention After ſome conver- 
ſation, it was agreed upon, on the motion of Mr. ***, that the vote of 
the houſe be put; iſt, on the ſpirit of Mr. —'s motion ; 2dly, on 
the words of the motion; and 3dly, on Mr. Margarot's motion,” A- 
greed. —** The ſenſe of the houſe being taken on the firſt, it carried 
unanimouſly, to adopt the motion as to the ſpirit of it. On the 2d, it 
carried by a great majority, not to adopt the motion as ſo worded-and 
3dly, it was reſolved, that the ſaid motion, and all amendments be re- 
ferred as above.” ; "+ 

Convention Hall, 28th November 1793. 
Ninth Day's Sitting. 
Citizen * * in the Chair, 

 « Citizen ®*® read the amendments upon Citizen 


's motion, 


as agreed upon by the Committee; and it was agreed, that the houſe 
ſhould reſolve itſelf iato a committee for its mature conſideration 
In the courſe of the converſation, Citizen gave a hiſtory of the Ha- 
heas Corpus Act. After an excellent diſcuſtan of the queſtion, perti- 


hent remarks, and amendments, the Conycation was reſumed, — the 
whole, 


lat 


* 0 
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whole, as amended, being read over, the members ſtood upon their feet, 
and paſſed the reſolution unanimouſly, as follows. | 


{Here a blank is left in the minates, as mentioned in the report.] 


After the ſaid reſolution was agreed to and ſolemnly approved of as 


above, the minutes import, That Citizen Gerald, in an energetic and 
animated ſpeech, addreſſed the meeting, and expreſſed his happineſs at 
the motion paſſed ; and expoſed the act of the Iriſh Parliament, ealled 
a Convention Bill—and Citizen * followed him in a manly 
2 and proved the influence of the executive government over the 
arliament. | | | 
Citizen Margarot read and propoſed the following mation: That 
a Secret Committee of three, with the Secretary, be appointed to de- 
termine the place where ſuch Convention of emergency ſhall meet; that 
ſuch place ſhall remain a ſecret with them, and with the Secretary of 
this Convention ; and that each delegate ſhall, at the breaking up of 
the preſent ſeſſion, be entruſted with a ſealed letter, containing the 
name of the place of meeting ; that this letter ſhall be delivered uno- 
you to his conſtituents, the receipt of which ſhall, be acknowledged 
y a letter to the Secretary—preſcrved in the ſame ſtate until the per10d 
ſhall arrive at which it ſhall be deemed neceſſary for the delegates to 
ſet off. This motion was ſeconded by * * *, and the ſame paſſed 
unanimouſly, Accordingly the following citizens were nominated a 
Secret Committee upon this buſineſs, 4 7 In art, 18e, with 
the Secretary ; and they were requeſted to ei the beſt poſſible means 
of conveying this intimation to thoſe Societies whoſe. views are the 
ſame with ours, but may not have delegates at this time. 
he minutes of this day's Meng cloſe with a variety of motions ; 
and amongſt others the follow ing, by Citizen * * *, and ſeconded by 
Citizen“ *, «© That a fund be raiſed by ſubſcription for defray ing 
the expence of ſmall patriotic publications, to be diſtributed in the 
Highlands. Every publication ſhall bear the figure of a Highland 
man in full dreſs, with target and broad ſword, ta attract the attention 
of Highlandmen. No publication to coſt more than half a penny,” 
By Citizens * „ «© That a Committee be appointed to draw up a de- 
claration of the natural, unalienable, and unpreſcriptable Rights of Man; and 
that the ſame be prefixed ta an Addreſs to the People of Great- Britain.” 
And, That a Committee of obſervation be appointed in London, 
to give the earlieſt intimation of any motion of the kind mentored in 
the foregaing reſelution ta the different Societies.” . Ws 


Convention Hall, Firſt Year of the Britiſh Convention, 2gth 
Nov. Anno Domini 1793,—Tenth Day's Sitting. 


Citizen“ *“ jn the Chair. 


e Citizen Margarot gave in the Report of the Committee of Regu- 
lations ; which was ordered to he printed, and copies to be given iu to 
the Sediors on Monday, for their conſideration.” 

«© The Secretary read“ s motion for a Committee of Obſervation 
to be appointed in London, Frags Margatot ſtated, That there was 
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no occaſion for a Committee of that nature in London, as there were 
ſeveral thouſands of people in that city upon the look-out. It was ac- 
cordingly agreed, That the Carvention ſhauld requeſt the London Committee 
of Correſpondence. to give the earlieſt intelligence of what paſſed in Palia- 
ment. * , | ; 

A. letter from a friend, &c. which had been tranſmitted to A. 
Scott, of the Gazetteer, was read, containing patriotic ſentiments, and 
two guineas; and Citizen Taylor preſented a guinea from another ei- 
tizen, whoſe name he was not at liberty to mention. It was ſtated by 
the Secretaty, that-a citizen from London was prefent, who was to 
give gl. 5s. to the Convention, when a collection ſhould be made for 
enlightening the Highlanders. The thanks of the houſe was unani- 
mouſly given to the before-mentioned patriots for their donations.” | 


Eleventh Day's Sitting, zoth November, 1793. 

The Secretary read a motion, that a Committee be appointed to 
reviſe each dav's minutes immediately on the rifing of the Convention, 
for the purpoſe of ſending them to the preſs, to make hereafter a daily 
bulletin of the ſame, The queſtion being put, the motion paſſed una- 
nimoufly.“ | e 

« Citizen —— likewiſe moved, That no perſon ſhould be al- 
lowed the honours of the ſitting, unleſs recommended by two members ; 
which with amendments, as in the motion itſelf, paſſed unanimouſly.“ 

The Secretary read a motion for publiſhing the natural, unaliena- 
ble, and unpreſeriptable Rights of Man, which was ordered to be given 
to the Committee of Union.” | Hatt | 

It was moved, That Captain“ ** ſhould report ſome circuinſtan- 
ces to the Convention; for which purpoſe the houſe teſolyed'irſelf in- 
to a Committee, when he read an account of the trial and ſentence of 
D. Holt, for re-printing the Duke of Richmond and Me. Pitt's reſolu- 
tion for a Parliamentary Reform; after which, the Chafrman being 
replaced, the Secretary moved, That Captain * * *'fhould- be allowed 
the honeurs of the ſitting.” 11 1 rte 

6 Citizen ©® ® # ow Strathaven, and“ * * from Hamilton, re- 
er leave of abſence ſhould be granted, and moved, that all the 

elegates who had left the Convention, ſhould receive letters to return 
immediately, and remain at their poſts until the important buſineſs 
which was daily introduced into the Convention ſhould be properly 
diſcuſſed.” | 

« A motion to fine thoſe members who did not attend their ſections“ 

The order of the day was.called for. | | 

« A motion for drawing out a ſcroll of a petition to Parliament; 
which being read, The 2 2 of the day was moved upon it. 


Monday, zd December, 1793. Firſt Year Britiſh Convention. 
Nane Twelfth Day's Sitting. Ibid amr in 
Citizen *in the chair, and Citizens“ * ® and * Aſſiſtants at 
oY the Table. "1191 
„Citizen Skirving inſiſted that all the members, both of the Con- 


vention 
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vention and primary Societies, ſhould ſubſcribe a ſolemn league and. 
covenant.” .. 325 | | 

«« Citizen Gerald pled for liberty of ſentiment ; and compared the 
people and their enemies, to the worſhippers of the true God and of 
Baal. He afterwards iead ſome paragraphs. from the Edinburgh He- 
rald, with ſuitable comments; and compared the conſtitution of 1688 
to a dead horſe. He ſhewed the inſipidity of the title Gentleman,” 
and the propricty of the term ** Citizen; remarked. the impropriety, 
of the mode of Promu'gating our laws, by reſtricting them to be ſold, 
by one printer, and publiſhed in the Saxon character, which few can, 
read.” n 4 = | | + | | 

Citizen Skirving alſo pled for the motion, and inſiſted that it was. 
proper, on all occaſions, to take the opinion of the primary ſocieties, 
and conſidered the Convention only as a Committee of the People. 
Citizen Margarot pled in favour of the motion. The approbati 
given by the many thouſands of their conflituents in London, Sheffield, Nor- 
wich, Leeds, 82 1 co : Nn | a : — 71 
The motion being agreed to, with one diſſentient voice, who af- 
terwards acceded, Citizen * * * read a ſpirited advertiſement from the 
Nottingham Society, inſerted in a Sheffield newſpaper, 

A motion made by Citizen * *, and 5 by Citizen“ *, 
Thot the Convention ſhall paſs ſome reſolutions teſpecting the late un- 
precedented and unwarrantable infringements on the freedom of the 
preſs, particularly the arbitrary ſentence of Judge Wilſon againſt Mr. 
Holt, for re printing the Duke of Richmond and Mr, Pitt's plan of 
Reform.“ | * . 2 

„Citizens“ ® and ® * moved, That this Convention take un- 
der conſideration whether (after the contemptible manner in which the 
late petitions for Parliamentary Reform were treated) they ſhall again 
petition for Reform, or at what period they ſhould recommend the ſame 
to their conſtituents,” | 


At the Thicteenth's Day's Sitting. 


Citizen“ ““, of Sheffield, produced a commiſſion from the Leeds 
Conſtitutional Society, appointing him their delegate ; which was ap- 
proved of by the Convention. | | 


The Minutes of the Fourteenth Day's Sitting are begun and entered 
thus : 6 — 7 4th November, 1793. 
*« Fourteenth Sitting of the B. Convention.“ 


In the above, November is, by miſtake, inſerted in place of December. 


% Mr. Margarot begged leave to bring in a motion to the effect, 
That the moment of the illegal diſperſion of the preſent Convention 
be conſidered as our ſummons to repair to the place of meeting ap- 
pointed for the Convention of emergency by the Secret Committee; 
and that the ſame motion be conſidered this Evening. s | 

«© The Convention then heard the only two mations on their table 


read, which regarded the ſame matter; and it being objected to, that 
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the buſineſs of thefe motions was to be taken up To-morrow Evening, 
after ſome converſation, it was carried by a vote of the Houſe to delay 
further conſideration till to-morrow evening. Mr. Margarot being pre- 
ated to bring forward his motion above-mentioned, the ſame was ta- 

ken under conſideration, and was as follows; h 
Moved, That the moment of any illegal difperſion of the Britiſh 
Convention ſhajl be conſidered as a fammons to the delegates to repair 


to the place of meeting appointed for the Convention of Emergency 


y the Secret Committee ; and that the Secret Committee be inſtructed 
to proceed, without delay, to fix the place of meeting. | 
The Convention, having conſidered the motion fully, unanimouſly 
— — the fame, and appointed the Secret Committee to proceed as 
A delegate from Glaſgow preſented to the ſectĩons, during the ſitting 
df this Convention, a motion of the following tenor ; viz. 

The delegation from Glaſgow moves, That the Convention take intq 
their conſideration the nature and extent of a reſolution adopted by their 
conſtituents. and by moſt of the other Societies in Scotland, and after- 
wards ratified 'and approved of at the General Convention held at Edin- 
burgh.in December 1792, the import of which was, That if any mem - 
ber of their Society aſſociated for the purpoſe of — a Parliamen · 
tary reform ſhould, while in the legal proſecution of that object, be 
oppreſſed or perſecuted by the arm of power, they ſhould not only, meet 
4with the 4 ance of the Society to which they belong, but alſo by the united 
efforts of all their brethren in Scotland. e 

Since the above period, however, we are ſorry to ſay, ſeveral of our 
members have been perſecuted, and that in a moft wanton manner, and 
the above reſolution (which if duly put in force would, we humbly ap- 
prehend, have the happy effect of emboldening thoſe who have already 
come forward, and of encouraging others who have not yet taken any 
active part to unite their efforts in the general cauſe) has never yet been 
attended ta. | 

We therefore humbly move, That the Convention take into conſide- 
ration the above particulars, and conſider what meaſures may be moſt 
tonducive towards the performance of the obligation awe lie under, in tonſe+ 
quence of that reſolution, and thereby ſhew to the world that we are not un- 
mindful of thaſe who have already ſuffered, or may in future ſuffer in their 
country's cauſe, | $22 | | 


By Order of the Delegation, 
Edinburgh, October zoth 17855 
* [(No. 11.) 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Margarot to the Norwich Societies, dated 
Edinburgh, 24th November 1793. 

You know that at our arrival here we found that he Convention had, 
after fitting four days, adjourned, and the delegates were all gone back 
to their reſpective habitations, without proceeding any farther in the 
buſineſs of Reform, than ſimply agreeing that nothing ſhort of Uni- 
verſal Suffrage and Annual Parliaments would ſatisfy them, aud on that 

; ground 
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und propoſing not to ſend any petition to the King ot to the Parli- 
— leaſt by ſo doing the enemies of Reform might be tempted to 


oounteract their wiſh, and exert themſelves to prevent a peace; but at 


the ſame time it was recommended by the Convention, that all friends 
to reform ſhould ſign any petition for peace, which might originate in 
another quarter We ſoon prevailed on the Edinburgh Committee to re- 
cal the adjourned Convention; the country Societies, informed that 
England meant to take a ſerious part in the great cauſe, ſent back all 
their former delegates, and ſeveral of them who had not ſent delegates 
to the prior Convention, have ſent ſome to this one. On Tueſday the 
19th Inſt, the Convention opened. The number of delegates amounted 
to 180 ; ſome of them came even from ſo far as Cromartie ; the recep- 
tion we experienced was. highly flattering, we mutually gave and re- 
ceived encouragement and animation. I ſhall not at preſent attempt to 
give you a minute detail of what has ſince paſſed, becauſe the minutes 
are to be printed, and then I will not fail ſending you a few Copies of 
them, and will, I hope, be able at my return to come to Norwich, 
and give you an accurate verbal account of every t ranſaction; mean 
time, if you have any inſtructions to give me, ſend them without delay, 
otherwiſe I ſhall act for you conformably to thoſe laid down by the 
London Correſponding Society, a copy of which you doubtleſs have 
received from them. The Convention have begun by eſtabliſhing a ſet 
of rules for the nization of the preſent and even future Conventons ; 
next we eſtabliſhed a committee of union between the two nations, a 
committee of finance, and a committee to take into confideration the 
protecting or eſtabliſning a patriotic newſpaper. And on Saturday laft 
we paſt a priviſory decree of union, the whole Convention ftanding 

hand in hand, ſolemnly pledged themſelves to each other to renounce 

all national diſtinctions, to abide firmly and truly by each other, until 

the great end is obtained, and at the ſame time we aſſumed the title of 
The Britiſb Convention of Delegates of the People, nffaciated to obtain uni» 

werſal ſuffrage and annual Parliaments, ; 


(No. 12.) 


Copy of a letter from Meſſrs. Gerald and Margarot to the Secretary. of 
the London Correſponding Society. 


Edinburgh, Tueſday December zd, 1793. 
Citizen 


| We received laſt night a letter ſigned by you, but written by another 
perſon, acquainting us with the determination of the Committee, 


** that at the adjournment of the Convention we ſhould return imme- 


*« diately to London;“ this determination we will undoubtedly con- 
form unto, unleſs it be (as we hope and truſt it will) contradicted in 
your next ; for it the Committee abides by it, we, who by being on 
the ſpot, and thoroughly acquainted with the (tate of the country, 
Can judge with certainty thereon, do aſſate you that our immediate re- 
turn to London will be attended with very bad conſequences, for at pre» 


ſent all the country Societies look up to us to come among them 10 em- 
liven, ts encourage them, to convince them by our preſence, we * 
that 
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that we have been ſent from England for the purpoſes F unn and ru. 


frm, and that the time is near at hand «when ſuch reform muſt take place, 


Nothing, dear friends, muſt force us from Scotland at preſent, but the 
abſolvte impoſſibility of bearing the expences attending our miſſion, and 
thoſe expences may be ſomewhat leſſened by recalling one of us, and 
leaving the other; our Norwich friends may likewiſe bear a part of 
them, ſo that unleſs the funds of the Society are very low indeed, no 
excuſe for recal can be valid, unleſs founded on fear; and that we muſt 
remind you is our concern, not yours. While, therefere, the idea of 
wniting our Society æuith the whole kingdom of Scotland affords you a pleaſ- 
ing proſpeR, let us do every thing in our power to cement that union; 
and this can only be done by a longer refidence in the country, and by 
viſiting the ſeveral ſocieties which have ſent delegates to Edinburgh, 
and would think themſelves ill uſed if we did not take their town in 
our way. Conſider of it therefore, we beſeech you, and let us have 
your anſwer immediately. | | 

The Convention proceed with great ſpirit. We fit daily; and laft 


week we came to a reſolution which we fancy will give pleaſure to every 
| friend to r:form; as the minutes are to be printed, we will, at preſent, 


only give you the heads of it; viz. % 10 % | 
That ſhould any — be r Government for the ſuſpenſion 
of the Habeas Corpus Bill, the introduction of a Convention Bill, or 
the landing of Foreign Troops in Great Britain or Ireland, the Dele- 
are immediately to aſſemble in convention at a certain place, the appoint- 
ment e, which is left wwith a Secret Committee — That when ſeven Delegates 
ſhall be thus aſſembled, they ſhall declare themſelves permanent ; and 
when their number amounts to twenty-one, they ſhall proceed to buſi - 
neſs --thus you ſee we are providing againſt what may happen. 
Citizen Gerald's health is ſo far recovered as not to prevent him from 
fully attending his duty. We cannot ſay as much of Citizen Sinclair, 
from the Society tor Conſtitutional Information; he has been confined 
to his bed ever ſince Saturday, by a violent fever and ſore throat; he 
is ſomewhat better this morning. He is a valuable young man; and 
ſhould he die, his loſs would be ſeverely felt; not indeed by his con- 
ſlituents, who have baſely abandoned him, but by all the friends of 
freedom. He is a member of our ſociety, and we recommend him to 
your nutice. | 
You will before this, have received our laſt, of the 26th Inftant, 
acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 23d, together with a 
remittance of C. 121. 128. Our time is ſo conſtantly employed that 
we find it abſolutely impoſſible as yet to write to you more than once a 
week, and even that on no fixed day ; eighteen hours out of the four 
and twenty are deyoted to public buſineſs, and you may reſt aſſured 
they are not miſpent. We are happy to hear that you go on as well 
in the South as we do in the North.--Letters convey but very imperſect- 
5. and <with no degree of ſafety, what aue might wiſh to inform each other 
-Von have done us a material injury by neglecting to ſend us a 
parcel of our publications, and a number of copies of the juryman's . 
right, pray do not delay them any longer, and among them ſume of the 
letters 
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lettets to Dundas. We ſent you an Edinburgh Gazetteer laſt week, 
we will ſend you another to-morrow ; you will therein fee pat of 
what has paſſcd in the Convention. ww, | 1 
| Me remain, molt ſincerely, 
Your Fellow. Labourers in the Cauſe of — 
JOSEPH: GERALD, Delegate. 
9 Mee MARGAROT, Delegate. 
M. M. would be glad to receive a line from T. H. about private 
buſineſs of his own. . 
5 a (No 13.) | 
Copy of a letter from Mr. Matgarot, to the Secretary of the London 
Correſpondiag Society, Irs 
INS | Edinburgh, 8th December, 1793. 
- Fellow Citizen, DP Pry tt | 
We deſire that a copy of th incloſed papets be kept by the 


Society, and that another copy of them be delivered, without delay, to 


Citizen Martin, in order that he may proceed thereupon immediately. 

Lou will already have had contuſed accounts of what has taken place 
here for the laſt four days; but on Tueſday next the Edinburgh Gazet- 
teer ſhall (if Deſpotiſm permit) give you a compleat detail of every 
thing., The Society will thereby be able to diſcover that an arrival in 

f great adyantage to the cauſe, and at 
the ſame time has given great alarm to our enemies. We are very 
much ſurpriſed at the remiſſneis of the Society; while we are expoſing 
our life and liberty, while we are devoting our time and our exertions 
to their ſervice, while we are incurring numberleſs expences, and af- 
fronting dangers that would ſtagger the moſt hardy of them, while we, 
are doing all this, we are moreover obliged to remind them of it, and 
that ſupplies are now become more neceſſary than ever ; ſurely the pecuni- 
ary exertions of any individual in the Society, can never be compared 10 
our endeavours; Honoured with their confidence, we find ourſelves 
happy in being placed in the front of the battle; but let them remem- 
ber that our ſacrificing ourſelves will be of little uſe, unleſs they afford 
us a proper ſupport, and that moſt immediately. Not daring any 
longer to truſt to the poſt, we ſend you all theſe papers in a parcel. 
You will be ſo good as to make us acquainted with their ſafe arrival 
Gerald wiſhes to get to London as ſoon as poſſible, he will communi- 
cate that which cannot be ſo fully expreſſed by letter; you may conſider 
this as a private letter, but you may read ſuch parts of it as you think 
proper to any member of the ſociety, eſpecially where it may be pro- 
ductive of good, You will ſee by the incloſed papers, that power has 
proceeded in a moſt arbitrary manner, almoſt all the prominent charac- 
ters in the Convention. have been, or are to be apprehended and ex- 
amined--Lord Daer will, we believe, meet with no greater favour than 
ourſelyes; we underſtand that there is a warrant out againſt him. As 
an account of what has happened to us would exceed the bounds of a 
letter, we will only juſt give you a ſketch of it, by way of journal, re- 
fering you, as we ſaid before, to next Tueſday's Gazetteer. | 

1 Thurſday, 
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| "£801 Thurſday Morning, at 4 o'clock. 
A Sheriff's officer,” followed by five. other men, entered our bed- 
room, informed us he had a warrant (which however he refuſed to 
ſhew) for apprehending us, and feizing our papers ; we remained con- 
fined all day, at night we were examined and admitted to bail, each 
in the ſum of 2,000 merks. 


| Friday Morning q o'clock. 

We were ſent for again without a warrant, for the purpoſe of being 
preſent at the opening of a ſmall trunk, containing our papers; but 
M. M. proteſted againſt the illegality of the whole of the proceedings, 
and refufing to give up the key, the ſheriff ſabſtitute and the Procura- 
tor Fiſcal dared to proceed no further in the buſineſs. 


Saturday Morning, q o'clock. 

Two meſſengers came again into our room, with Gerald ; and leſt 
a ſummons to appear at 10 o'clock, with M. M. They left nothin 
but à requeſt to accompany Gerald to the office; yet, when waves 
there, he found that a wariant was iſſued againſt him, for the purpoſe of 
detaining him a priſoner, while the box was opened, and the papers ex- 
amined. M. M. ſtill perſiſting in his refuſal, the key was forced from 
him, the trunk was opened, the papers examined, and partly reſtored; 
the other part was kept, and a declaration drawn up, which he was re- 
quired to ſign; but refuſed, proteſting againſt the whole of the buſineſs. 
Gerald, however, figned what was drawn up in his name, and we 
were once more liberated ; and fince then, now already 24 hours, no 
further perſecution has been commenced againſt us. But while we, as 
individuals, were thus hartafſed (Thurſday) the whole of the Conven- 
tion were equally ill- uſed. Many of them were taken into cuſtody ; 
and when the remainder met, as uſual, the Provoſt, attended by his 
myrmidons, went, and, after pullin of Shef- 
field, out of the chair, ordered the Convention to diſperſe, and inform- 
ed them that he would allow no fuch meetings in tuture. (Friday) 
The next day, the Convention having agreed to meet at another place, 
out of the juriſdiction of the Provoſt, we had not been long aſſembled, 
before the Sheriff, with his myrmidons, appeared among us, and com- 
manded us to depart, after having aſked whether that meeting was the 
Britiſh Convention, and being anſwered in the affirmative. He next 
enquired who was the Preſident; upon which M. M. having openly 
aſked and obtained leave of the Convention, placed himſelf in the chair, 
informed the Sheriff, that he, M. M. was the Preſident of the Britiſh 
Convention, and that he would not break up the meeting, unleſs un- 
conſtitutionally forced thereunto, by the Sheriff's pulling him out of 
the chair ; which the latter (after ſome little heſitation) having com- 
plied with, the Ex- Preſident Gerald) was alſo put into the Chair, 
which he would not leave but by being pulled out; adjourned the 
Convention to the place where it was to become permanent in its fit- 
ting; and having called upon his colleague, Gerald, for to cloſe the 
meeting with prayer, the company departed peaceable, but not without 
varigus reflections on the proceedings, and thoſe reflections not — 
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merely to the members of the Convention, but coming alſo from the 
crowd without doors, and even from the attending conſtables. The 
next day a proclamation was ifſued by the Provoſt, forbidding all aſſem- 
bling, within the limits of his juriſdiction. We know not what will 
happen; but we venture to predict, that all this perſecution will in- 
creaſe rather than diminiſh the ardour of the people for reform. Ihe 
country ſocieties, hearing of this, are hourly pouring in freſh Dele- 
gates. Want of paper forbids my writing any more. 

Adieu! Your's 


M. M. 
8 Appendix G. 
Extract from the Evidence taken on the 22d of May 1794, before 
the Privy Council. | 


Thomas Thompſon, Eſq. Member for Eveſham, attending their 
Lordſhips, was called in, and aſked, it he was a member of the Con- 
ſtitutional Society, to which he anſwered, that he was. | 


Extracts from his Evidence. 

Q: How long have you been a member ot this ſociety ? | 

A. I cannot exactly recolleR, but think about laſt Chriſtmas ? 

D. Did you attend the meetings of the ſociety regularly? 

A. When I was in town I did, K 

2. Was you preſent on the 28th of March, when a letter was read 
from the London Correſponding Society, of the 27th of March, with 
certain reſolutions [which were ſhewn to Mr. Thompſon in the book ] 
were incloſed, and a reſolution and order thereupon made by the Con- 
ſtitutional Society? 0507 

A. 1 was. 

Q. Were you preſent at a meeting of the 4th of April, when a 
— was made reſpecting the appointment of Delegates to con- 

» &e. | | 

A. I do, upon conſideration, recollect it—but I oppoſed the ap- 
pointment of a Convention—Another perſon and 1 decidedly and 
loudly oppoſed it, and went away, underſtanding that it had paſſed in 
the negative-] oppoſed it on the grounds of its being a bad and impro- 
per mode of procecding—and that it would be better to preſent a pe- 


tition to Parliament do not recolle& that any other perſon beſides 


myſelf and the perſon already named oppoſed this propoſition. 
by — recolle& then being preſent upon the 4th of April ? 
Tes. a 
2. Do you remember a Deputation being appointed to confer with 
the London Correſponding Societies. fila | 
A. I do remember an agreement to appoint a delegation ; but I do 
not recollect the names of the perſons of whom the Delegation was 
to conſiſt. | 
2, Do you recollect the ſubſequent reſolution for appointing a 
Committee of Correſpondence ? | 


4. I do not recollect it; but rather think I went away befote it 
Z paſled 
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paſſed—-I uſually left the Society before it broke up, as I ſlept in the 
country, and of courſe many Reſolutions were paſſed after I went 
away. 

2. Do you think it right to ſtate what you particularly recolleR of 
the * on reſpectiag the appointment of a Convention? 


„ 


A. 1 cannot—that perſon was nd it from the fr mention of 
ſuch an idea. 

2. Was there any debate upon it? : 

A. There was. 

2. Do you recollect the names of ay of the 3 — ſpoke for 
the appointment of a Convention, 

A. I do not- there was a good deal of confufion 

2. Did you ever ſee the printed Reſolutions of the 1 * 

A. I do not recollect that I did. 

Q. Have you any reaſon to believe that the Reſolution againſt the 
appointment of a Convention was reduced to writing? 

A. Probably it was: I made a memorandum of it, as I took mi- 
nutes myſelf; I always did ſo for my own ſatisfaction, and to refer to 
upon occaſion The memorandum I made on this occaſion, ſtated par- 
ticularly that it had been carried that no Convention ſhould take place. 
I was always decidedly againſt Delegates being ſent from the different 
ſocieties and towns. I took minutes even of what pafled at the meet- 
ings of the Friends of the People, though I think them very fafe 

ons. 
'S Have you any one of theſe memorandums ? 
I have not have looked for them, and could not find one 
They were upon ſcraps of paper ; and not thinking them of Lopont- 
ance, I did not preſerve them. 

2. As you oppoſed the formation of a Convention, what did you 
conceive the Convention was to do if it did meet ? 

A. I oppoſed a Convention, having ſeen the evils of it ih other 
places ; and not thinking it the beſt means of obtaining the bt in 
View. 

Mr. Thompſon having attended the Committee of Secrecy appoint- 
ed by the Houſe, his evidence before the Privy Council was read to 
him; and he was aſked, if he wiſhed to ſtate any thing i in explangtion 
of that evidence 
Mr. Thompſon deſired to explain * alter it; and obſerved, that i "= 
the 


or 


6185) 

he account given of his evidence before the Council, he is ſtated to 
have ſaid, that at the meeting on the 4th on April he does not recollct 
any other perſon, beſides the perſon he mentioned to the Privy Council 

and himſelf, oppoſed the propofition for a Convention; he now be 
to ſay, that hemeant to ſay, that he does not recolle& what other perſons 
Nee himfelf and the perſon before alluded to, oppoſed that propo- 
tion. 

It is ſtated in evidence, that Mr. Tooke ſigned the letter to requeſt 
a contribution for Mr. Skirving. Mr. Thompſon meant to ſay he was 
to ſign the letter, as Chairman of the evening 

It is ſtated in the evidence, that he was aſked, if he ever ſaw the 
E Reſolutions of the Society ? To which he is ſtated to anſwer, 

e did not recolle& he did: Mr. Thompſon deſires to ſay, that he had 
never ſeen before the book ſhewn to him by the Attorney General at 
the time that queſtion was put to him. 

And as to the laſt queſtion, whether he had ever attended any meet- 
ing fince the 2d of May? he begged now to ſay, that he went once, 
with an idea of taking his name out of the books of the ſociety. 

With reſpe& to Mr. Thompſon being preſent when the toaſts were 
drank ; he begged to ſay he certainly was, but that he did not drink 
them all, being unwell, and the wine being bad. On being ſhewn the 
toaſts at the Council, he ſaid, he thought 7 of them very abſurd. 

Mr. Thompſon was then aſked by the Committee, 

If there was any individual, beſides the perſon before alluded to, 
that joined yeu in oppoſition to the propoſition for a Convention? 

I cannot recolle&—but there muſt have been ſeveral, as the queſtion 
was negatived. 

When and where did Mr. Thompſon firſt fee or hear the Lift of 
thoſe toaſts ? 

From the Attorney General in the Privy Council Room---Mr, 
Thompſon was not preſent at any Meeting of the Stewards when the 
toaſts were drawn up, previous to the dinner, 

Do you recolle& Mr. Sharpe being preſent. on the 11th of April, 
during the debate on a propoſed Reſolution containing the Word 
Convention!“ 

I do not. 

Have you any recolle&ion of Mr, Horne Tooke, in the courſe of 
ſuch a debate, remarking, that the dehate about the word Conven- 
tion“ was all nonſenſe ; it was only between a Latin word and an 

Englifh one? 

1 do not. 


Appendix H. 
Copy of a letter from the Briſtol Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion to the London Correſponding Society. 


Fellow Citizens, Briſtol, 28th January 1794- 
AM again authorized to write to you, ſignifying the gratitude of 
our Society for your ſecond 5 which came to my hands 1 

; 2 
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inſt, After reading its contents, I collected as many of our friends as 
J conveniently could that evening--we read—we bluſhed —we took 
courage; we did more, for we reſolved on re- aſſembling, as we had ap- 
pointed prior to the determination we announced in our laſt. We intend 
publiſhing an addreſs, or ſomething declaratory of our ſentiments, with 
all convenient ſpeed; as ſoon as s is effected, we ſhall ſend a copy or 
copies to you, From the Courier and Evening Gazette, we have had 
Information of the trial of Mr, Margarot, and his ſentence to 14 years 
tranſportation. We are by no means at a loſs in forming a judgment 
of the noble cauſe i» which he with others are embarked, or wwnld we 
be frightened at ſuch ſentences. You ſee, citizens, your ſecond epiſtle has 
quickened our courage, and vivitied our patriotiſm, and rouzed us to 
reſolution ; and more, our number is 1531 confiderably increaſed—perhaps 
_ third epiſtle may do greater things ſtill Wwe are ſenſible 'tis a no- 

le—'tis a virtuous-'tis a Godlike and immortal cauſe in which we are 
now mutually embarked ; and though for parts our effort can be but a 
feelle one, yet the cauſe we — is mighty is energetic—It will 
finally prevail and proſper: It is our firm opinion, could we but arouſe 
them, that patriots would become nearly the majority of our city. We 
expected to have had the dozen of the Engliſhmen's Rights, which you 
mentioned in your firſt epiſtle Hope you will ſend them ſpeedily. 

We are, Fellow Citizens, 
Yours ſincerely, 
The Briſtol Society for Conſtitutional Information, &c. 


At a General Meeting of the Delegates of the United Societies at Nor - 
wich, held 24 Feb. 1794; 


It was unanimouſly reſolved, ©* That one or more (ps, r ſhall be 
« ſent to the next General Convention, ſoon as called for by our Lon- 
*« don Correſponcents,” | | 


Copy of a letter from the Briſtol Conſtitutional Society to the Secre- 
| _ tary of the London Correſponding Society. 
Fellow Citizen, | Brifol 24th April 1794. 

You may be ſenſible, from our laſt communication, that in the infan- 
cy of our patriotic efforts we had many difficulties to overcome, and 
many ſtrong prejudices to combat. We laid open to you our real ſitua - 
tion; we told you our determination to addreſs the public; and aſſured 
you of our unalterable perſeverance in the glorious cauſe of freedom, 
This perſeverance, however, and theſe exertions of an individual So- 
cicty, can but little avail, if the Societies in the different parts of the 
kingdom are in themſelves diſunited, or do not aid and aſſiſt each other 
agreeable to the principles of philanthropy and fraternity which they ſo 
warmly profeſs. Under this 1dea, we conceive ourſelves treated with a 
degree of ixciviſin, by your Society not anſwering our laſt letters; the 
reaſons may be good. At preſent we are candid enough to confeſs, 
that the circumſtance does not appear to us in the moſt favourable point 
of view, Our addreſs, of which we ſend you a few ↄopies, we find to 
have a good effect, and is likely to beget us the aſſiſtance of many friends, 
while our enemies acknowledge there is ſomething very fair . rea- 
| onable 
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ſonable in the production. This is an abſolute victory; and we have 
reaſon to congratulate ourſelves on the proſpect of ſucceſs it opens to 
us. With a mixture of pain and pleaſure, we ſaw an account of your 
laſt general meeting; we lament that the frog hand of de/petiſm ſhould 
ſo often interfere to prevent the aſſertion of the rights of the people, 
while we rejoice in your manly conſtitutional perſeverance, and applaud 
and approve your reſolution of forming another General Convention Our in- 
creaſing numbers give us every — hope of ſoon being able more 
effetually to co-operate with yzu; while, for the reaſons formerly ſta ted 
we cannot ye? make a poſitive promiſe on that head. We hope for an 
immediate anſwer. Favour us with your opinion of our addreſs, and 
tranſmit a ſketch of your plan reſpecting the General Convention. 
By order of the Committee of Delegates appointed by the 
Briſtol Conſtitutional Society 


Copo of a letter from Newcaſtle to the Secretary of the London Cor- 
hr Hott reſponding Society. 
Newcaſtle upon Tyne, 24th April 1794, 
By deſire of a number of friends to a radical reform in the conſtnu- 
tion here, I make free to trouble you, We live in a place where an 
ariſtocrat magiſtracy endeavours to ſtop the genial and benign ſpirit of 
national liberty from ſpreading, notwithſtanding a very great number 
are found here that dare aſſert the natural and unalienable rights of man, 
and bear their teſtimony againſt the tyrannical eneroachments of aſſum- 
ed power on thoſe rights; a good number have formed themſelves into 
Societies, and meet weekly, admitting none but known friends ; and have 
aſſumed no name but that of newſpaper companies; theſe were in great /p1- 
rits while the Britiſh Convention continued to act; but after their ſuppry/icn 
a damp was caſt on the whole. Subſcriptions were ready to be ſent off 
the very night they were ſuppreſſed, and the Gazetteer ſtopped, which 
has ſince been remitted to Londoa, for the uſe of the 8 or 
thies, Muir and Palmer.— Being charmed with your maſterly and bold av- 
probation of the conduct of your delegates and noble martyrs for truth, Ma:- 
art and Gerald, and find your name ſigned Secretary to the Correſpond- 
ing Society, we wiſh to copy your example; and beg, if you think us 
worth your notice, to give us your views and intentions as ſoon as convent- 
ent, which, J hope, will be a means to ſtimulate and increaſe our num- 
bers. Lett this ſhould not come to you, as I have an uncertain direc- 
tian, I forbear troubling you more at preſent, in hopes of heing favour- 
ed with youa future correſpondence,---Farcwel*, hoping the hydra , ty- 
rauny and impoſition ſhall ſaon fall under the guilletine of truth and reaſon. 
Your's, with all due reſpect, &c, 


Copy of a letter from the Conſtitutional Society at Norwich to the 
Secretary of the London Correſponding Society. 


Cumon. . Norwich Societies, 29th April, 1794. 
It is with great ſatisfaction we view the manly conduct of you and 
vont colleagues, eſpecially when, ſurronnded as you are, by a domi- 
neering ariſtocracy, who, notwithſtanding their great bluſter, are but 
chicken. hearted; - Witneſs our Norfolk Quixottes, who, after being 
completely 


( 188 ) 
completely foiled at the county meeting, were determined to ſubſetibe 
to ſupport an armed ariſtocracy, : But, pray, tell it not in the metropo- 
lis, that a noble Marquis ſubſcribed no more than 200l. and another 
high - penſioned Lord but fool. an Alderman and Leader, and very 
fierce for Church and King, the enormous ſum of 20l. Theſe are the 
men who are ready to ſpend their lives ang fortunes ;—but enough of 
ſuch privileged beings! We ſhould be glad to know whether the 
Friends of the People conſent to a Convention, and whether they will 
take an active part. ha = 
Pleaſe to accept of a few of our bills. We ſhould eſteem it a favour 
that you would ſend us a few of your late declarations. £ 
P. S. Many of our friends are fully convinced of the neceſſity, 
legality, and rationality of a Convention ; But, query, whether 
the time be expedient ? 155 


Copy of a letter from the Secretary of the London Corteſponding 
Society at Newtaftle, 
Citizen, | 1ſt May, 1794. 

It is with pleaſure the London Correſponding Society hear that a 
Society or @ ſimilar plan, and with the ſame patriatic objects in view, is 
likely to be eftabliſhed at Newcaſtle - upon- Tyne. If ever a etifis ar- 
rived that required the exertions of the people to ſtop the torrent of cor- 
ruption, infamy, and deſpotiſm, that Keine likely to overwhelm them, 
it is the preſent: In God's name then, let us uſe theſe exertions. We are 
called upon by every a eng is deat to us, as men and as chriſtians. 
The cauſe of truth and liberty muſt finally be ommnipotent ; therefore 
doubt not that the glorious reign of liberty and eguælity will ere long be 
eſtabliſhed, and modern governments, auitb every appendage of wickedneſs 
and corruption, will flee in time from their genial influence, as beaſts of 
rey to their dens of rapine and darkneſs from the rifing Sun, The 
. Correſponding Society have beheld with indignation the rapid 
edvances of deſpotiſm in Britain, and are ready cordially to unite avith every 
other Society in the three kingdamt, who have for their object a full and ef 


Fedual Repreſentation of the People ; they therefore have deputed fix of their 


members to meet fix members of the Society for Conflitutional Information, to 
Vrm a Committee of Correſpondence and Co. ope ration; this Committee meets 
regularly twice a week at Ne. 2, Beaufort Buildings, Strand, where any 
ember delegated by your Sxciety will meet with every information required, 
We incloſe you a few of our reſolutions, entered into at our general 
meeting on the 14th of April, which will be ſufficiently explanatory 
of en and views. We heartily unite with you in wiſhing that 


the hydra of tyranny and impoſition may ſoon fall under the guillotine of truth 


reaſen. 


Copy of a letter from the Secretary of the Conſtitutional Society at 
Sheffield to the Secretary of the London Correſponding Society. 
Friends and Fellow Citizens, Sheffield, May 11,1794. 
The Friends of Peace and Reform in Halifax having held a general 
public meeting in the open air, on Monday April 21ſt, 1794, at which 
were 
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were many friends from Leeds, Wakefield, Huddersfield, Bradford, and 
the adjacent neighbourhood, the Friends of Freedom, after the meet- 
ing, agreed to hold a general meeting of delegates at Briſtol, in order to 
conſider on the meaſures to be adopted by them preparatory to a Gene- 


ral. Convention. Aſter which our worthy friend Citizen —— of 
Halifax, being ordered to Sheffield to get the proceedings of the meet- 
ing printed, and conſult with us upon the ſubject, they were adviſed by 
us to defer at preſent the meeting of the delegates, zntil further informa-+ 
tion from you on that ſubject. I was therefore ordered, at our laſt com- 
mittee meeting, to write to you, requeſting the favour of as early inte!- 
ligence as poſſible on that important buſineſs. We are nat in the leaſt 
intimidated at Sheffield, ae we can call and hold a public meeting when- 
ever circumſtances renders the ſame neceſlary ; beſides, ia the houſe 
where I reſide, we have a large commodious room, where the Society 
can peaceably meet in rotation. 
$5169 | By order of the Committee, 
+ + * Secretary. 
The humble Addreſs of the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in Parliament aſſembled. 

Die Martis, 172 Funii, 1794. | 

Moft graciaus Sovereign, | 
E, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in Parliament aſſem- 
bled, having taken into our moſt ſerious conſideration the communi. 
cations which your Majeſty has been pleaſed to make to us, reſpecting 
defigns againſt the public peace and ſafety carried on within this realm, 
think it our bounden duty at this period humbly to lay before: your 
Majeſty theſe ſentiments to which we are led by the refult of that exa- 
mination. Fe 14h" 

We have ſeen with the utmoſt concern and indignation, that there has 
exiſted within this realm, a ſeditious and traitorous conſpiracy, direted 
to the ſubverſion of the authority of your Majeſty and your Parliament, 
and to the utter deſtuction of the eſtabliſhed Conſtitution and Govern- 
ment of theſe your Majeſty's kingdoms ; and that, for the execution of 
thoſe wicked and deteſtable deſigns, means of open violence were pre- 
paring and acts meditated leading to all the horrors of inſurrection, 
anarchy, and rebellion. a | | 

That, with the fulleſt conviction of theſe defigns thus deliberately 
entertained, openly avowed, and on the very point of being attempted 
to be executed, we feel ourſelves bound to expreſs to your Majeſty 
our gratitude for the paternal care which your Maſeſty has ſhewn for 
the deareſt intereſts of your people, in having taken fach meaſures as 
might beſt tend to defeat all ſuch purpoſes, and to bring the authors 
and ahettors of them to publie juſtice | * 

We have on our part proceeded, without delay, after the example of 
our anceſtors, and under the juſt impreſſion of the exigency of ſuch a 
ſituation, to veſt in your Majeſty by law ſuch addit o al powers as ſeem 
beſt calculated to provide for the public peace and tranquillity : And 
| we 
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we rely with confidence on your Majeſty's employing all legal and cons 
ſtitutional means for the puniſhment of ſuch crimes,-for the ſuppreſſion 
of the firſt appearance of any tumult or diſorder connected with them; 
and generally for the giving, as the cireumſtances maniteſtly require, 
full energy and vigour to the execution of the laws, by which all your 
Majeſty's fubje&ts are equally protected, and from which alone they 
can dertve the ſecure enjoyment of property, of liberty, and of life it» 
ſelf. n al? 34 ; 19126 24m 

And we beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, I hat as we are determin- 
ed to defend, with reſolution and vigour, againſt our foreign enemies, 
the Rights of your Majeſty's crown, the ſafety and welfare of our 
Country, and the exiſtence of good order and civil Society, ſo we will 
on every occaſion afford to your Majeſty the fulleſt ſupport and afliſ- 
tance, in maintaining inviolate the free Conſtitution of theſe Realms, 
in preſerving internal peace and tranquility, and-in reſiſting the deſpe- 
rate purpoſes of thoſe who would introduce among us the miſeries which 
now prevail in France: Such being the conduct which we feel to be 
due from us, as faithful and affectionate ſubjects, and as men deeply 
impreſſed with the value of the bleſſings which we enjoy. 


HIS MAJESTY's moſt Gracious Axsw ER. 
My Lords, and Gentlemen, - 


Receive with great ſatisfuction this dutiful and layal Addreſs. | 
I could not doubt of the concern and indignation with which you would Ne, 
rom the communications which I directed to be made io you, the nature and 
extent of the treaſonable conſpiracy, which has been carried an in this king- 
dom, and directed to the ſubverſion FA the eflabli/hed Conflitution and Govern» 
ment. You may be afſured that nothing ſhall be wanting, on my part, to give 


due nf * and wigour 10 the execution of the laws, in order ts maintain our 


internal peace and tranquility, and to preſerve to my ſubjects the bleſſings of 
liberty and order. Your uniform conduct affords me the ſureft pledge that I 
full on all occaſions receive from you that glance and ſupport which may 
beſt contribute to theſe points, ſo efjential to the deareſt intereſts ef my People, 
avhoſe happineſs muſt ever be the jirſt object of my wiſher, 5 


To the KING's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
The humble Addreſs of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
mous of the City of London, in Common Council aſſembled. 
M Gracious Sovereign, © 
E, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen and Commons of the City of London, in 
Common Council aſſembled, humbly beg leave to approach your 
Majeſty with our warmeſt pony on the late glorious ſucceſſes 
with which it has pleaſed the Divine Providence to bleſs your Majeſty's 


Arms in different quarters f the World, and more eſpecially on the 
ſignal victory obtained by the Britiſh Fleet, ander the Command of 
Admiral Earl Howe, over the Fleet of the French, on the Fitſt of 


We 


the Eaſt Indies, and by the capture of their Weſt India Iſlands, the 
moſ valuable commercial acquiſitions have been gained to your Majeſ- 
ty's Subjects, at the ſame time that the Commerce of the Enemy has 
been. deſtroyed in thoſe parts. And theſe advantages are greatly 
enhanced, in our eſtimation, by the amazing rapidity and little blood- 
ſhed with which they were accomplifhed 

We rejoice in ſeeing your Majeſty's Arms victorious in the reduction 
of Baſtia, whereby not only the Corſicans are liberated from the 
tyranny of French Anarchiſts, but our Fleets have acquired commodi- 
ous harbours in the Mediterranean. / 

We have viewed, with a peculiar ſatisfaction, the glorious exertions 
of our brave Countrymen, encouraged by the example of their Illuſ- 
ttious Commander, and other branches of the Royal Family on the 
Continent, in which your Majeſty's paternal feelings muſt have patti- 
cipated in an extraordinary degree. 

Deeply impreſſed with the importance of theſe advantages, we 
ſhould think ourſelves wanting in the duty we owe to your Majeſty, 
under whoſe mild government we deem it our greateſt happineſs to live, 
were we to delay taking the earlieſt opportunity of teſtifying, at the 
Foot of the Throne, our moſt ardent joy at the late fignal victory 
gained by your Majeſty's Fleet over that of the Enemy; a victory per- 
haps urexampled in the annals of the Britiſh Navy, and which has 
materially reduced the power of the French at Sea, adding ſecurity to 
our wide-extended Commerce, and tranſmitting a moſt brilliant exam- 
ple of Britiſh Valour to the lateſt poſterity. 

And whilſt we thus rejoice in the ſucceſſes of your Majeſty's Arms 
abroad, we deſire to expreſs our warmeſt approbation of the vigilance 
and zeal of your Majeſty's Miniſters, at home, in repreſſing the at- 
tempts of the ſeditious, and thoſe who wickedly aim at the ſubverſion 
of your Majeſty's Government; and aſſure your Majeſty, that your 
faithful Subjects, the Citizens of London, will continue to exert their 
moſt conſtant and earneſt endeavours to preſerve to themſelves and their 
poſterity, the ſecure and permanent enjoyment of the invaluable 
bleſſings of the glorious Conſtitution as eſtabliſhed by Law. 

May theſe brilliant events convince your Majeſty's encmies of the 
Juſtice of your Majeſty's Cauſe, and thereby the bleſſings of Peace be 
reſtored to theſe Kingdoms and to Europe, on a ſafe and permanent 


foundation, 
Signed, by Order of Court, 
WILLIAM RIX. 


To which Addreſs, His Majeſty was pleaſed to return the following 
moſt pracious Anſwer : 

Receive, avith great Satisfaction, this dutiful and affetioate Addreſs. 

The expreſſfons of attachment from my faithful City of London, are ar 

all times highly {atisfafory to me, aud peculiarly en the preſent canſunciure. 

. ebeained by u. 


— 


Taeir cordial cengratulaties: on the late gloricus if: 


Jen 


* a: 
We have the pleaſure of acknowledging, with heartfelt ſatisfaction 
that, by the reduction of the principal Settlements of the French in 
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ier under Earl Howe, and on the fignal fucteſſes which have attended my 
ern its different quarters; and the. jeaſonable” afſurances of their uniform 


. 
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arruchment to or invaluable Canſtitution, prove how ſemfible they are of 
the importance of the conteſt in which wve are engaged, and of the numerous 
ng for the preſervation of which ave have to contend. +, 

Je City of London may at all times rely on the continuance of my fawver 
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